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Hi^T. 



IN JCNOEJSfl. 



No town CAD Buch a gttng of critics ahcw ; 
Even boya turn up tliat doh* Ihej cjinnot blow. 

By a record in the rensor'a office, and now in my custody* 
it appears that at a censorial inquisition^ taken Tricesimo 
tfio, Eliz, by one of my illustrioua predeceasora, no more 
than nineteen critics were enrolled in the citiea of London 
and Westminster; whereas, at the last inquisition, taken 
by myself 25° Gm. Ildi. the number of persons claiming 
a right to that order, appears to amount to 276,302, 

This immense increase is, 1 believe, to be no otherwise 
accounted for, than from the very blameable negligence 
of the late cenaore, who have, indeed, converted their 
ofHce iut*> a mere sinecure, no inquisition, as I can find, 
liaving been taken since the censorship of Isaac Bicker- 
3taS, Esq,, in the latter end of the reign of Queen Anne. 
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^1 To the san*^ neglect are owing many encroachmenta on 

H all the otli^r. orders ot the society. That of gentlemen 
" in particftlir, I observe to have greatly increased, and 
^ that'of sharpers to have decreased m the same proportion 
^1 utOup'theae few yearfl. 

-, -/All these irregularities It is my firm purpoae to endea- 

. V;--VOTir at reforming, and to restore the high office with 

■■*■'•'■' irhich I am invested to its ancient use and dignity. This, 

'• however, must be attempted with prudence and by slow 

degrees ; for habitual and inveterate evils are to be cnred 

K by slow alteratives, and Dot by violent remetJies. Of this 

H the good emperor Pertinax will be a lasting example, 

H * Thifi worthy man,' says Dion Cassias, ' perished by 

' endeavouring too hastily to reform all the evils which 

|m^ 'infested his country. He knew not, it seema, though 

HT ' otherwise a man of very great knowledge, that it is not 

H ' safe, nor indeed possible, to effect a reformation in too 

H ' many matters at once : a rule which, if it holds true in 

H * private hfe, is much more so when it is applied to those 

^^ ' evils that affect the public' 

H I thought it, therefore, not prudent, in the hurry 

of my above inquisition to make any exceptions^ but 

admitted all who offered to be enrolled. This is a 

method which I shall not pursue hereafter, being fully 

^B resolved to inquire into the qualifications of every pre- 

^B tender. 

^^ And that all persons may come prepared to prove their 

right to the order of criticSt I shall here set down those 
several qualificationB which will be insisted on before 
any will be admitted to that high honour. In doing this, 
however, I shall strictly pursue the excellent rule I have 
cited, and shall act with most perfect moderation : for I 
am willing to throw open the door as wide as I can, so 
that as few as possible may be rejected- 
It IB, I think, the sentiment of Quintilian, that no man 
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IS capable of becoming a good critic on a great poet, but 
he who is himself a great poet. This would, indeed* 
confine the critics on poetry, at least, to a very small 
number; and would, indeed, strike all the ancienta, 
except only Horace and LonginuSj o9 the roll ; of the 
latter of whom, though he was no poet, Mr. Pope finely 
cays, 



Tbee, greal LongtnuA) all the Nin^ inspire^ 
And bleaa their critic with b poct'a fire. 



But with 



that of Qi 



respect to so great a name 
tilian* this rule appears to me much too rigid- It seems, 
indeed, to be little Icsa ecvcre than an injunction, that no 
man should criticise on cookery but he who was himself 
a cook. 

To require what is generally called learning in a critic, 
is altogether as absurd as to require genius. Why should 
a man in this case, any more than in all others, be bound 
by any opinions but his own ? Or, why shoidd he read 
by rule any more than eat by It T If I delight in a slice 
of bullock's liver, or of Oldmixon, why shall I be con- 
fined to a turtle or to Swift ? 

The only learnings therefore, that I insist upon is, that 
my critic be able to read ; and this is surely very reason- 
able ; for I do not see how he can otherwise be called a 
reader \ and if I include every reader in the name of 
critic, it is surely very just to confine every critic within 
the number of readers. 

Nor do I only require the capacity of reading, but the 
actual exercise of that capacity ; I do here strictly forbid 
any persons whatever to pass a definitive sentence on a 
book before they liave read at least ten pages of it, under 
the penalty of being lor ever rendered incapable of 
admission to the order of critics. 

Thirdly, all critics who, from and after the first day of 
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Febru&ry next, shall condemn any book, shall be ready 
to give some reason for their judgment ; nor shall it be 
aofBcient for such critic to drivel oat, ' I don't know, not 
' I ; but all that I know is, I don't like it.' Provided, 
nevertheless, that any reason, how foolish or frivolous 
soever, shaU be allowed a good and full justification ; 
except only the words poor stuf, icretched stuf^ bad stuffs 
sad stuft low stuffs polirif stuf. AU which stufs I do for 
ever banish from the mouths of all critics. 

Provided also, that the last-mentioned clause do extend 
cmly to such critics as openly proclaim their censnree ; for 
it is our intention, that all persons shall be at liberty to 
dislike privately whatever book they please, wtthont un- 
derstanding or reading one word of it, any thing therein 
or herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding. 

But as it is reasonable to extend this power of judging 
for themselves no farther in this case of criticism than it 
is allowed to men in some others, I do here declare, that 
I shall not, for the future, admit any males to the office 
of criticism till they be of the full age of eighteen, that 
being the age when the laws allow them to have a 
capacity of disposing personal chattels ; for, before that 
time, they have only the power of disposing of them- 
selves in the triBing article of marriage. Females, per- 
haps, I shall admit somewhat earlier, provided tkey be 
either witty or handsome, or have a fortune of five thou- 
sand pounds and upwards. 

Tt^ther with childhood I exclude all other civil 
incapacities : and here I mean not only legal but real 
lunatics^ and idiots. In this number I include all per- 
sons who. from the whole tenour of their condoct, appear 
to be incapable of discerning good from bad, right from 
wrong, or wisdom from folly, in any instance whatever. 

There are again some persons whom I shall admit only 
to a partial exercise of this office ; as, for instance, rakes. 



beaux, sharpers, and fine ladies, are strictly forbidden, 
u&det penalty of perpetual exclusion, to presume to 
criticise on any works of religion or morality. Ail 
lawyers^ physiciane, surgeons, and a potlie caries, are 
strictly forbidden to pass any judgment on those autbora 
who attempt any reformation in law or physic. Officera 
of state, and would-be officers of state (honest men only 
excepted), with all their attendantSt and dependents, their 
placemen, and would-be placemen, pimps, Hpies, parasites, 
informers, and agent-s, are forbidden, under the penalty 
aforesaid, to give their opinions of any work in which 
the good of the kingdom in general is designed to be 
advanced ; but as for all pamphlets which any-wise 
concern the great cause of Woodall Out, and TakeaU In, 
Esqrs, full liberty is left to both parties ; and the one 
may universally cry up and commend, and the other may 
universally censure and condemn, aa usuah All critics 
offending against this clause are to be deemed infumoua, 
and their several criticisms are hereby declared to be 
entirely void, and of none eSect. 

No author is to be admitted into the order of critics 
until he hath read over, and understood, Aristotle, 
Horace, and Longinua, in their original language ; nor 
then without a testimonial that he hath spoken well of 
some living author besides himself. 

Lastly, all persons are forbidden, under the penalty of 
our highest displeasure, to presume to criticise upon any 
of those works with which we oursehes shall think proper 
to oblige the public ; and any person who shall presume 
to offend in this particular will not only be expunged 
from the roll of critics, but will be degraded from any 
other order to which he ahaU belong ; and hie name will 
be forthwith entered in the records of Grub-street. 
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NdJium cHJntdcm AUarUa vocamu^ : 

MthiopGm Cfjqnum : jmrv<im dtortamque puellavt 
Europen. Canxbtis j>igri/i ^cabie^ue xvlusta 
Lixvibus. et siGC<E taittbentihiu ora liictTiiw 
Nori\en ^ii Pardus^ Tigris, Leo ; si quid adhue. est 

Quod/remiti in terrin violcTUiiUi. 

Juv. Set viii. 



One may obBerve,' says Mr, Locke, ' in all languages^ 
certain words, that, if they be examined, will be founds 
in their first original, and their appropriated use, not to 
stand for any clear and diatinct ideas.* Mr. Locke gives 
US the instances of msdom, glory, grace. ' Words which 
are frequent enough (aaya he) in every man's mouth ; 
but if a great many of those who use them should be 
asked what they mean by them, they would be at a 
stand, and not know what to answer; a plain proof, 
that though they have learned those Bounds, and have 
them ready at their tongue's end, yet there are no deter- 
mined ideas laid up in their minda, which are to be 
expressed to others by them,' 
Besides the several causes by him assigned of the 
abuse of words, there is one, which, though the groat 
philosopher hath omitted it, seems to have contributed 
not a little to the introduction of this enormous evil. 
This is that privilege which divines and mora! writera 
have assumed to themselves of doing violence to certaia 
words in favour of their own hypotheses, and of using 
them in a sense often directly contrary to that which 
custom (the absolute lord and master, according to 
Horace, of all the modes of speech) hath allotted them. 
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Perhaps, Indeed, this fault may be seen in somewhat 
a milder light (and I would always see the blemishes of 
such writers ib the mildest). It may not, perhaps, be bo 
justly owing to any designed opposition to custom as a 
total ignorance of it: an ignorance which is almost in- 
separably annexed to a collegiate life, and which any 
man, indeed, may venture to own without blushing- 

But whatever may be the cause of this abui^e of words, 
the consequence is certainly very bad ; for whilst the 
author and the world receive different ideas from the 
same worda, it will he pretty difficult for them to com- 
prehend each other's meaning ; and hence, perhaps, it is, 
that ao many gentlemen and ladies have contracted a 
general odium to all works of religion or morality ; and 
that many others have been readera in this way all their 
lives without understanding what they read, consequently 
without drawing from it any practical use. 

It would, perhaps, be an office very worthy the labour 
of a great commentator to explain certain hard words 
which frequently occur in the works of Barrow, Tillotson, 
Clark, and others of this kind. Such are Amuert, heSl^ 
jn^iginenfj Ti^kteousne^Sj s^m, &c. All which, it is reason- 
able to believe, are at present very little understood. 

Instead, however, of undertaking this task myself, at 
least at present, 1 shall apply the residue of this paper 
to the use of such writers only. I shall here give a 
short glossary of such terms as are at present greatly in 
use, and shall endeavour to fix to each those exact ideas 
which are annexed to every of them in the world ; for 
while the learned in colleges do, as I apprehend, con- 
sider them ell in a veiy dilTereut light, their kbours 
are not likely to do much service to the polite part of 
mankind. 
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A MODERN GLOSSARY. 

Angely — The name of a woman, commonly of a very 
bad one. 

AiUluyr. — A laughing stock. It means likewise a poor 
fellow, and in general an object of contempt. 

Be^r. — A country geatlemanj or, indeed, any animal 
upon two legs that doth not make a handsome bow. 

Beauty. — The qualification with which women generaJly 
go into keeping. 

Beau, — With the article A before it, means a great 
favourite of all women. 

Brute. — A word implying plain-dealing and sincerity; 
but more eepecioily applied to a philosopher. 

Captain. Any stick of wood with a head to it, and a 

Colonel, piece oi black riband upon that head. 

Cfmture.—A quality expression ol low contempt, pro- 
perly confined only to the mouths of ladies who are right 
honourable, 

Crilic. — Like kortin, a name common to all the human 
race, 

Coxcoff^. — A word of reproach, and yet» at the same 
bime, signifying all that is moat commendable. 

Damnation. — A term appropriated to the theatre; 
though sometimes more largely applied to all works of 
inveation. 

Death. — The final end of man ; aa well of the thinking 
part of the body aa of all the other parts. 

Dress. — The principal accomplishment of men and 
women. 

Dulness, — A word applied by all writers to the wit and 
humour of others. 

Eating. — A science- 

Fine. — An adjective of a very peculiar kind, destroy- 



THE COVENT-GARDEN JOURNAL. 



11 



ing, or, at least, lessening the force of the substantive to 
whicli it is joined; as fine gentleman, fine lady, fine 
touse, fine clothes, fine taate ; — in all whieii jlne ia to 
be understood in a sense somewliat synonymous with 
uselods. 

FooL^A complex idea, compounded of poverty, 
honesty, piety, and simplicity. 

GfiUanlTy^ — Fornication and adultery, 

Crea/-— Applied to a thing, sigaiiies bigness ; when to 
a man, often Eittleneas or meanness. 

Good. — A word of aa many different senses as the Greek 
word 'E)(w, or as the Latin Ago : for which reason it is 
but little used by the polite. 

Happiness,— GT&.nd&uT, 

Honour. —Duelling, 

EumouT, — Scandalous lies, tumbling and dancing on 
the rope, 

, ^ ' An old woman- 
Jiistice. 

Knave. — The name of four cards in every pack. 

Knowledge. — In general, means knowledge of the town ; ® 
a^ this is, indeed, the ouly kind of knowledge ever spoken 
of in the polite world. 

Learning.— VedB^ntry. 

Love, — A word properly applied to our delight in 
particular lands of food; aometimee metaphorically 
spoken of the favourite objects ot all our appetites. 

Marriage. — A land of traffic carried on between the 
two sexes, in which both arc constantly endeavouring 
to cheat each other, and both ore commonly losers in 
the end. 

Mischief, — Fun, sport, or pastime. 

Modesty. — Awkwardness, rusticity. 

No body. — All the people in Great Britain, except 
about 1200. 
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Nonsense. — PhilosopLy, especially the philosophical 
^n'itings of the ancieots, and more especially of Aristotle. 

Offortunity. — The season of cuckoldom. 

Patriot. — A candidate for a place at court. 

PolUics, — The art of getting such a- place. 

Promise, — Nothing. 

Rdigion. — A word of no meaning ; but which serves 
aa a bugbear to frighten children with. 

Riches. — The only thing upon earth that is really 
valuable, or desirable, 

P^^ I A man of a different party from yourselt 

Sermon, — A sleeping dose. 

Su7tday,—Tiie best time for playing at cards. 

Shocking, — An epithet which fine ladies apply to 
almost every thing. It is, indeed, an interjection (if I 
may so call it) of delicacy. 

Temperance. — Want of spirit. 

Taste, — The present whim of the town, whatever 
it be. 

Teasing. — Advice ; chiefly that of a husband. 

p**^" [subjects of discourse. 

Wit. — Frofaneness, indecency, immorality, scurrility^ 
mimickry, buffoonery. Abuse of all good men, and 
especially of the clergy. 

Worth, — Power, rank, wealth. 

Wisdom. — The art of acquiring all three. 

World, — Your own acquaintance. 
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Ko. 8. TUESDAY, January 28, 1762, 



McTidicij mtmi, balfUrimee; hoc genus omne. 

A motley mixture ! in long wigs, in bags, 
In silkfl, in crapes, tn garters, and in r&gs. 



Hott; 



DrHf^IAD, 



The foUiiwing is a literal copy of the fragment mentioned 
in my sixth paper. In whtit language it was originally 
writ, is impossible to determine. To determino thia, 
would be, indeed, to ascertain who tbeee Robinboodians 
were; a point, as we shall shew in our comment, of the 
utmost difBculty. From the apparent difference ta the 
style, and spelling of the translation, it seems to have 
been done into English by several hands, and probably 
in distant ages> I have placed my conjectures concerning 
Aome doubtful words at the bottom of the page, without 
venturing to disturb the text. 



rapORTINENT* QDERTIONS CUNSAnNING BELIDGIN AND 

CUBEIimNT, HANDYLED BY THE EOBINUOODIANS- 

March H, 17SI. 

This evenin the questin at the Robin hood was, 
Whether relidgin was of any youae to a sosyaty ; bakenf 
biior mee To'ramaa ^Vhytebred, baker. 

♦ Perhaps impertinent. 

t EltLinkthUshouldboreBdiait«n,andtlLe b&ker^s being intent on hia 
trade occajsiuueii tbe corruptioa. 
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Jamea Skotchum, barber, spak as flowetli : ' Sir, I ham 

* of upinion, that relidgin can be of no youse to any 

* mortal sole ; bycause as why, relidgin is no youse to 

* trayd, and if relidgin be of no youse to trayd, how iat 
^ it youaefool to aosyaty. Now no body can deny hut 

* that a man maye kary on hia trayd very wel without 
' relidgin ; nay, and better two, for then he maye wurk 

* won day in a wik mor than at present ; whereof no body 
' can aaye bnt that seven is more than sis : besides, if we 
' haf no relidgin we shall have no pairauna*, and that 
' will be a grate savin to the sosyaty ; and it ia a 
'fmaksLim in trayd, that a peny sav*d is a peny got. 

' Whereof ' The end of this speech seems to be 

' wanting, as doth the beginning of the nest. 

* different opinion from the learned gentleman 

' who spoke first to the question : First, T deny that trade 

* can be carried on without religion ; for how often is the 
' sanction of an oath necessary ia contracts, and how can 
' we have oaths without religion ? As to the gaining 
' one day in seven, which the gentleman seems to lay 
' much stress upon, I do admit it to be an argument of 
' great force ; but I question, as the people have been 
' long used to idleness on that day, whether it would be 
' easy to make them work upon it ; and, consequently, 

* if they had no churches to go to, whether they would 
' not resort to some worse place? Aa to the expense of 
'parsons, I cannot think it ia prejudicial to the society 

* in general ; for the parsons are members of this society ; 

* and whether they do but Uttle, or others who do nothing 

* at all for their hvelihood, possess their revenues, is a 
' matter nf no manner of concern tn the pubhc. Indeed, 
' what the gentleman says conceniing the Dutch* I shall 

* own is highly to the honour of those industnous people ; 




♦ Refid parsont. 



^ Read ttiaam. 



TBE COVENT.GARDETT JOURNAL, 



15 



and I question not but if religion waa to interfere with 

any branch of our trade, there is still so much good sense 

left in the nation, that we should presently sacrifice the 

' shadow to the substance. But though some instances 

' should occur, in which religion may be prejudicial, it 

cannot be fairly argued from thence, that religion is 

therefore of no use t^ the society ; and till that can be 

proved, I shaU not give my vote for ita aboUtioo. But 

' at present ' hammer dovm. 

Mr- Mac Flourish, student. ' I shell with gretc reedi- 
' neas undertake that tosk upon my seel. — Sir, the 
' questioUj as I tak it, is, whether religion be of any use 
to society ? And, Sir, this is a question of that deg- 
uity, that grete emportance, that when I conaeder the 
matter of vrheech I am to spekc. the degnity of the 
odience before whom 1 am to speke, wen I refleect on 
the smallness of my own abeelities, weel may 1 be 
struck with the greet^st awe and reveerence ; for» Sir, 
neither Demosthenes, nor Eschines, nor Ceecro, nor 
Hortensiua, ever handled a more emportant question ; 
and. Sir, should any thing misbecoming drop from me 
on this gret€ occasion, though your candour, youx benee- 
volence, might encUne you to extend an iinmeerited 
attention, yet. Sir, these walls, these stones, these 
boards, these very bracks, withute care, withute a 
tongue, would tacitly express their endeegnation- Sir, 
it is a queesliou, that whoever hath rede history, or 
deeved at all into the oxceelent mystery of politics, 
must confees, that all th9 ^c^t^ pheeloeophera, poets, 
orators, historians '^ hammer down^ 

Mr- Ocurry, sohcitor. * Upon my ehoul, I am very 
aorry now that the rules of this grate society forced 
the last very learned gentleman to ait down before he 
t^'ild us his opinion ; but, whatever it be, I am after 
being of the saame. It is very true, upon my ahoul. 
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* what he said, that h is a very grate qaesOon, and I do 
' not well know tether I mideistaiid h as vet, <« no ; bat 

* this I think, that if religion be a great hurt to the 
' natioDf I cannot for my ahool see where tlie good of it 

* is. ThiB I know Tery weQ, that there is a very good 

* religion in Ireland, and they do call it the R<Hnnn 

* Cathcdic religion, and I am of it mywlf, though I don't 
' vezy well know what it is. There is something about 
' beads and masses, and patty noeters, and iry ninrys, 

* and I will fight for it as long as I am alive, and longer. 

* — And, upon my ahooi, I will tell yon a good thing ; 
'if yon are afraid of your own religion, yon may send 
' for onrs, for I know it wiU come ; for father Patrick 

* Ocain did tell me, he would bring it along with him. 
' Nay, he toold me, that he had brought it hither 
' before he did come himself.^ [At which there was a 
laugh.] 

Mr. Giles Shuttle, weaver. — ' I hope no gentleman 

* will treat this thing as a jest, whereof I thinks it to b^ 
' a very great matter of earnest. Whereof I don't mach^ 
' understand yonr speech-making sort of work, but this IT 
'thinks, that I am as good a judge of these sort of 
' matters, for I am worth a hundred pounds^ and owes 

' no man a farthing. Whereof I thinks, I am as good a 
' man as another ; for why should not any other man have 

* as much sense as a gentleman ? I thinks I knows some- 

* thing of trade ; that to be sure, is the main article in 

'every trading nation, whereby * Here the first 

paper was broke off* The second is as follows : 

Question. Whether infinite power could make the 
world out of nothing ? 

The speakers to this question were, Mr. Thomas 
Tinderbox, the chandler ; Mr. George White, boat- 
swain's mate ; Mr. Edward Peacock, victualler ; Mr, 
Buge, the shoemaker ; Mr. Goose, the tailor ; Mr, Halt 
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tte maker of pattins ; and one great scholar, whoae 
name I do nat know. 

It waa urged on the behalf of infinite power, that we 
have no very adequate idea of it. That there are many 
thmga which we see aie, and yet we cannot with any 
great certainty, tell how they came to be. That so far 
from our reason being able to comprehend every thing, 
some wise men have doubted, whether we do, with 
certainty, comprehend any thing. That whatever we 
may think we know, we do not know how we think. 
That either every thing was made by something out of 
nothing, or else nothing made every thing, either out oi 
Bomething or nothing. And, lastly, that infinite power 
might more reaaonably be supposed to create every thing 
^out of nothing, than no power at all could be aupposed 
^^B make every thing out of any thing. 
^^ On the contrary, it waa well argued, that nothing can 
be made out of nothing, for, €j^ nihiU nothing is /L 
That every day's experience moet convince us of this; 
"that, by infinite power, we only meant a very great 
degree of power ; but that, if the thing to be done be 
aiot the subject of power, the smallest degree would be 
^qual to the greatest. And it was urged with great force 
^jf wit and eloquence, by Mr. Goose, that the best tailor* 
and the worst, were alike unable to make a coat without 
materials, That^ io thia case, a tailor with infinite power 
would be in the same condition with a tailor who had no 
power at all. And if ao email a thing as a coat could not 
be made out of nothing, how could so large a thing aa the 
world be cut out of the same no materials ? The scholar 
^ ga ve a very good answer to what had been offered con- 
Hhrning oui ignorance of infinite power, and said, if he had 
^no adequate idea of it, it waa a good cause of disbelieving 
it ; for, as reason waa to be judge of all thingB, what waa 
not the object of reason ought to be rejected by it- He 
VOL. X. Q 
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admitted, that there were some tilings which did exist, 
and that we did not as jet know the manneT in which 
they came to exist ; but it did not follow that such causes 
were above the reach of human reason, because ahe had 
not yet discovered them ; for, he made no doubt, but that 
this society, by means of their free inquiry after truth, 
would, in the end, diacover the whole ; and that the 
maiLQer in which a man was made would be uo more a 
mystery to posterity than it is to the present age how 
they make a pudding. He conclnded with sayii^, that 
some very wise and learned men, who lived near three 
thousand years ago* had asserted that the world had 
existed from all eternity, which opinion seemed to solve 
all difficulties, and was, as it appeared, highly agreeable 
to the sentiments of the whole society. 

Question. Whether, in the opinion of this society^ the 
government did right in 

Here ends this valuable fragment^ on which I shall 
give my comment in my next paper. 



1 



I 



No. 9. SATURDAY, February 1, 1752. 



Die quibue in tcrria, et eris miki magnns AyoUo. 

Tell in what clime these people did appear, 
And you sha]l be the laorcat of H€Jit year. 



Vnto. 



It will be a very difficult matter to fix with any certainty, 
at what place, and amongst what people, the Robinhood 
society was held, aa we have not the least light to gueaa 
from what language the fragment which now remains 
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to UB, waB originally translated. Two thiaga may be 
averred, that thia society was held in some country where 
the people were extremely free; and, secondly, that it 
was in a country, where that part of the community, 
which the French called la Canaille^ was at the head of 
public aSairs. 

From the latter of these circnmstancea, it appears 
that thcae Robinhoodians cannot be placed among the 
Egyptians ; for Diodorua Siculus, speaking of these people, 
tells OS, that, ' UTiereas in all democracies great injury ia 
' done to the state by the populace Lntoriering in the 
' public councils, the Egyptians very aevcrely punished 

* these artificera who presumed to meddle with matters of 
'government/ * 

Nor can I ever believe, that the question, Whether re- 
ligion was of any use to society ? would ever have been 
supported amongat a people so highly devoted to super- 
atitioD, that religion was indeed the foundation of their 
civil society. 

The aame objection will recur against placing thie 
society in Athena ; for though Periclee, in hia speech to 
the Athenians, recorded in ThucydidcB, compliments hie 
countrymen with being all politicians, * Among us/ says 
he, ' even the mechanica are not inferior to their fellow- 

* citizens in political knowledge/ 1— y^t in a country 
where Socrates was put to death, for attempting an inno- 
vation in religious matters, it ia hard to believe that the 
dregs of the people would have been permitted to have 
questioned the very first principles of all religion with 
impunity. 

And this objection will, I apprehend, hold likewise 



• Diod. Sio. io\. 68' Edit, Rhod. Hannov, HXfforuf Si rcic &tjjtoKpa- 
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against all other states, cot only those which we call 
civilised, but even the Tartars, Goths, VandaU. and 
Picta, &c. from the time they are recorded in history. 
None of theae having been found without their deities, 
and without a very strong persuaaior of the tnith of some 
religion or other. And so far were they all from doubting 
whether religion was of any ose, or, as tho fragment hath 
it, youae to the society, that they carried the images of 
their gods with them to war, and relied upon their favo*ir 
and assistance for success in all affflira. 

To aay the truth, the only people now upon earth 
among whose ancestors I can suppose such an asaembly 
to have been held, are the inhabitants of a certain tract 
of land in Africa, bordering on the Cape of Good Hope, 
commonly known unto us by the name of the Hottentots. 

I am, however, well awaie that there are many objec- 
tions to this opinion. First, that these Hottentots are 
supposed not to have any knowledge of religion at all. 
nor ever to have heard the name of the divinity ; whereas 
it appears manifestly that the Eobinhoodians had some 
kind of religion even established in their country, and 
that the name of G — was at least known among tbem» 

It is unnecessary to observe, likewise, that the members 
of tliis society had mare of the use of letters, and were 
better skilled in the rules of oratory than the Hottentots 
can be conceived to have been ; for as to the speech of 
Mr, Mac Flourish, as well for the matter as for the 
eloquence of it, it might be spoken with great applause 
in many of our politest asaemblies. 

Upon the whole, therefore, I must confess myself 
entirely at a loss in forming any probable conjecture as 
to what part of the earth these Robinhoodiana inhabited ; 
not being able to trace the least footsteps of them in any 
history I have ever seen, 

Afi to the time in which they flourished, the fragment 
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jto'l! will lend us some little assistance. It is dated 1 51 ; 
which figures, I make no doubt, should be all joined 
together, and then the only doubt will be from what sera 
lliis reckoning bt^gun. 

And here, I think, there can be no doubt, but that the 
Ecra intended was that of the gcnemi flood in the time of 
Noah, and that the Robinhoodians were some party of 
thofie people, who are aaid, after the dispersion at Babel, 
to have been scattered over the face of the earth. 

Those imperfect notions of religion which they appear 
to have entertained, admirably well agree with this 
opinion ; for it ia very reaaonabJe to suppose that such 
immediate interpositions of providence, or» to speak more 
adequately, such denunciations of divine vengeance, as 
were exemplified in the deluge, and the dispersion at 
Babel, could scarce be so immediately eradicated as not 
to leave some httle impression, some small sparks of 
religious veneration in the grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren of those who had been spectators of such 
dreadful scenes ; as, on the other hand» both sacred and 
profane history aasurea ua, that these sparks were very 
faint, and not sufficient to kindle any true devotion among 
them. 

Again, as the fragment very plainly appears to have 
been translated by several hands, go may we very reason- 
ably infer that it was translated out of as many various 
ianguagea : another reason to fix the date of this assembly 
floon after the above-mentioned dispersion. 

Lastly, the name of Robinhood puts the matter beyond 
ail doubt or question ; this word being, as a learned etymo- 
logist observed to me, clearly derived from the Tower of 
Babel ; for the first, Robin and Bobin are allowed to be 
the same word ; the first syllable then is Bob, change o 
into a, which is only a metathesis of one vowel for 
ftuother, and you have Bab ; then supply the terminatiou 
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el instead of in (for both are ooly terminations) and you 
have clearly the word Babel. 

As for h in hood, it is known to be no letter at all, and 
therefore an etymologist may there place what letter he 
pleases, and why not a ^ as well as any other. Then 
pOhange the final d into an r, and you have foor^ which 
uth a better pretence, than the known word^ tor, to 
signify tower. — Thus, by a few inconeiderable cbangea* 
the Robin-hood and Babel-Tower appear to be one and 
the same word. 

Two objections have been made to the great antiquity 
of this fragment ; the first is, that Ireland is mentioned 
in it, which, as Camden and others would make ub be- 
lieve, was not peopled till many ages after the aera I 
have above mentioned ; but these learned men are cer- 
tainly in a mistake ; for I am well assured that several 
Irish beggars, whose ancestors were dispossessed in the 
wars of the last century, are after having now in their 
posaesaioD the title-deeds of their said estates from long 
before the times of Noah, 

The other objection is, that the Dutch are likewise 
mentioned in the fragment, a people, as they are gene- 
rally supposed, of a much lat^r rise in the world, than 
the period of time which I have endeavoured to assign to 
this society. 

To this I answer, that though that body of people who 
threw off the Spanish yoke in the time of the Duke of 
Alva are extremely modem, yet are the Dutch them- 
selves of very great antiquity, as hath been well proved 
by the learned Goropiua Becanua from the history of 
Herodotus, 

That historian tells us, that one of the Assyrian kings, 
being desirous to discover who were the most ancient 
people, confined two children, a boy and a girl, till they 
were at the age of maturity^ without sufiering either of 
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them to hear oEe articulate aound ; having determined, I 
know not for what reason, that whatever language could 
claim their &r5t word^ the people spoaking that language 
should be deemed the most ancient. 

The word wliich was firf*t pronounced by one oi them 
was Beker, which in the Phoenician tongue signiiies 
bread ; the Fhcaniciana were therefore concluded to have 
been the &r6t planters of mankind. 

Under this mistake the world continued many agea, 
till at last tLe learned Goropius discovered that the word 
Beker, which in the Phtenician tongue signifies bread, 
did in the Dutch language signify a baker, and that 
before bread was, a baker was. Ergo^ <&c. 

And here I cannot help obserring, that this quotation, 
as it proves the antiquity oi the Dutch, so it proves the 
great antiquity of bakers, to whose honour we may like- 
wise read in Diodorus, that Isis the wife of Osyrie waa 
immortalised among the Egyptians, for having taught 
them the art of baking. 

Succeeding ages, being unwilling to ascribe so great 
an honour to a woman, transferred it from her to her 
husband, and called him Bacchus, or, as it is more com- 
monly by modern authoia writ, Bakku8, and Bakus, 
which being literally done into English by the change 
of the Latin termination, Jb Baker, 

Indeed, it is very reasonable t« imagine that before 
the invention of cookery, the bakers were held in the 
highest honours, aa the people derived from their art 
the greatest dainty of which their simple taste gave 
them any idea. And the great esteem in which cookery 
is held now, may very well account for the preference 
given to bakers in those early ages, when these were 
the only cooka. 

But if none of these reasons should be thought satis- 
factory to fix, with any absolute certainty, the exact sera 
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of this assembly, the following conclusions must be, I 
think, allowed by every reader : 

First, That some religion had a kind of establishment 
amongst these people. 

Secondly, That this religion, whatever it was, could 
not have the least sway over their morals or practice. 

Thirdly, That this society, in which the first principles 
of religion and government were debated, was the chief 
assembly in this country, and Mr. Whitebread, the baker, 
the greatest man in it. 

And lastly, I think it can create no manner of surprise 
in any one that such a nation as this hath been long 
since swept away from the face of the earth, and the 
very name of such a people expunged out of the memory 
of man. 



No. 10. TUESDAY, February 4, 1762, 



At nostri proavi Plautinoe el numeroi ei 
Laudavere sales ; nim.i\^m patienter nirwnque, 
Ne dicam stidli, miratL 



MODEBNISftD; 

In former times this tastelesSj silly town, 

Too fondly praised Tom D*Urfey and Tom Biown. 

The present a^e seems pretty well agreed in an opinion* 
that the utmost scope and end of reading is amusement 
only ; and such, indeed, are now the fashionable books, 
that a reader can propose no more than mere entertain- 
ment, and it is sometimes very well for him if he finds 
even this in his studies. 
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Letters, however, were sure intended for a much more 
noble and profitable purpose than this. Writers are not, 
I presume, to be considered as mere jack-puddings, whose 
business it is only to excite laughter ; this, indeed, may 
sometimes be intermixed, and served up, with graver 
matters, in order to titillate the palate, and to recom- 
mend wholesome food to the mind ; and, for this pur- 
pose, it hath been used by many excellent authors : ^ for 

* why,' as Horace says, ^ should not any one promulgate 
' truth with a smile on his countenance ? Bidicule in- 
' deed,' as he again intimates, ^ is commonly a stronger 

* and better method of attacking vice than the severer 

* kind of satire/ 

When wit and humour are introduced for such good 
purposes, when the agreeable is blended with the useful, 
then is the writer said to have succeeded in every point. 
Pleasantry (as the ingenious author of Clarissa says of a 
story) should be made only the vehicle of instruction ; 
and thus romances themselves, as well as epic poems, 
may become worthy of the perusal of the greatest of 
men; but when no moral, no lesson, no instruction, is 
conveyed to the reader, where the whole design of the 
composition is no more than to make us laugh, the writer 
comes very near to the character of a buffoon ; and his 
admirers, if an old Latin proverb be true, deserve no 
great compliments to be paid to their wisdom. 

After what I have here advanced I cannot fairly, I 
tJiink, be represented as an enemy to laughter, or to all 
those kinds of writing that are apt to promote it. On the 
contrary, few men, I believe, do more admire the works 
of those great masters who have sent their satire (if I 
may use the expression) laughing into the world- Such 
are tiie great triumvirate, Lucian, Cervantes, and Swiftr 
These authors I shall ever hold in the highest degree of 
esteem ; not indeed for that wit and humour alone which 



they all eo eminently posflessed, but because th^y &11 
endeavoured, with the utmost force of their wit and 
humour, to expose and extirpate thoae follies and vices 
which chiefly prevailed in their several countries. 

I would not be thought to confine wit and humoiir 
to these writers, Shakespeare, MoliL^re, and some other 
authors, have been blessed with the same talents, and 
have employed them to the same purposes. There are 
some, however, who, though not void of these talents, 
have made so wretched a use of them, that, had the 
consecration of their labours been committed to the 
hands of the hangman, no good man would have re- 
gretted their loss ; nor am I afraid to mention Rabelais, 
and Arist:jphanes himself in this number For, if I may 
speak my opinion freely of these two last writers, and of 
their works, their design appears to me veiy plainly to 
have been to ridicule all sobriety, modesty, decency» 
virtue, and religion, out of the world. Now, whoever 
reads over the five great writers first mentioned in thia 
paragraph, must either have a very bad head, or a 
very bad heart, if he doth not become both a wiser and 
a better man. 

In the exercise of the mind, as well aa in the exercise 
of the body, diversion is a secoodary consideration, and 
designed only to make that agreeable, which is at the 
same time useful, to such noble purpoaea as health and 
wisdom- But what should we say to a man who 
mounted his chamber hobby, or fought with his own 
shadow for his amusement only ? how much more 
absurd and weak would he appear, who swallowed 
poison because it was sweet ? 

How differently did Horace think of study from our 
modern readers ! 

Quid fvrum atque d^fJ^s euro H rogo, d omnis ii» hoc sum ,' 
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* Truth and decency are my whole care and inquiryp in 

* ihis study I am entirely occupied ; these I am always 

* laying up^ and so disposing that I can at any time draw 
' forth my storee for my immediate use.' The whole 
epistle indeed, from which I have paraphrased this 
p^s&age, is a comment upon it, and affords many useful 
lessons of philosophy, 

When we are employed in reading a great and good 

£ktitbor, we ought to consider ourselves as searching after 

■fcreaaures. which, if well and regularly laid up in the 

Tnind, will be of use to us on sundry occasions in our 

lives. If a man, ior instance, should b« ovt-rloade^ 

"with prosperity or adversity {both of which casea are 

Uable to happen to ua), who is there so very wise, or 

BO very fooliah, that, if he was a niaster of Seneca and 

Plutarch, could not find great matter of comfort and 

utility from their doctrines ? I mention these rather 

then Plato and Aristotle, as the works of the latter are 

col, I think, yet completely made English ; and, 

consequently, are less within the reach of most of 

my countrymen. 

But, perhaps, it may be asked, will Seneca or Plutarch 
roflke US laugh ? perhaps not ; but if you are not a fool, 
my worthy friend, which I can hardly with civility euB- 
pect, they will both (the latter especially) please you 
more than if they did. For my own part, I declare, 
I have not read even Lucian himself with more dehght 
than I have Plutarch ; but surely it is astonishing, that 
such scriblers as Tom Brown, Tom D'Urfey, and the 
wits of our age, should find readers^ whilfr the writings 
of so excellent, so entertaining, and so voluminous an 
author as Plutarch remain in the world, and. as I appre- 
hend, are very little known. 

The truth I am afraid is, that real taste is a quality 
with which human nature is very slenderly gifted. It is 



indeed so very rare» and so little known, that scarce two 
authors have agreed in their notions of it ; and those who 
have endeavoured to cxptaiu it to others, aeem to have 
Bucceeded only in shewing ua that they knew it not 
themaelvea. II I might be allowed to give my own 
Bentiments, I should derive it from a nice harmony be- 
tween the imagination and the judgment; and hence 
\perhaps it is, that bo few have ever poaaeascd this talent 
in any eminent degree. Neither of these will alone 
bestow it ; nothing is indeed more common than to see 
men of very bright imaginations, and of very accurate 
learning (which can hardly be acquired without judg- 
ment) who are entirely devoid of taste ; and Lunginus, 
who of all men seems most exquisitely to have pos- 
sessed it, will puzzle his reader very much if he should 
attempt to decide whether imagination or judgment shine 
the brighter in that inimitable critic* 

But as for the bulk of mankind, they are clearly void 
of any degree of taste. It is a quality in wliicli they 
advance very little beyond a state of infancy. The first 
thing a child is fond of in a book is a picture ; the second 
18 a Btory ; and the third a jest. Here then is the true 
Pons Aainorum, which very few readers ever get over. 

Prom what I have said it may perhaps be thought to 
appear, that true taste is the real gift o£ nature only ; and 
if so, some may ask, to what purpose have I endeavoured 
to shew men that they are without a blessing, which it ia 
impossible for them to attain ? 

Now, though it ia certain that to the highest conaum- 
jnation of taste, as well as of every other excellence, 
nature must lend much asfiistance ; yet great is the power 
of art almost of itself, or at best with only slender aids 
irom nature ; and, to say the truth, there are very few 
who have not in their minds some small seeds of taste. 
' All men,' says Cicero, ' have a sort of tacit aense of 
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' what is right or wrong in arts and sciences, even with- 
' out the help of arta.' This surely it is in the power of 
art very greatly to improve. That most men therefore 
proceed no farther than as I have above declared is 
owing either to the want of any, or (which is perhaps 
yet worse) to an improper education. 

I shall probably, therefore, in a fnttire paper, endeavour 
to lay down some rules by which all men may acquire^ 
at leasts some degree of taat^» In the mean while, I 
shall {according to the method observed in inoculation) 
recommend to my readers, as a preparative for their 
receiving my instructions, a total abstinence from all 
lad books. I do therefore most earnestly intreat all my 
young readers, that they would cautiously avoid the 
perusal of any modern bock till it hath first had the 
eanotjou of some wise and learned man ; and the same 
caution I propose to all fathers, mothers, and guardians, 

* Evil communications corrupt good manners,' is a 
quotation of St. Paul from Menander. Evil hooks cmruft 
at onc€ both our manners and our taste. 



No. 17. SATURDAY, February 29, 1752. 



Credite, potleri. HoR. 

Let posterity take my word for it. 

It is a common expression with historians ' That such 

' and such facts will hardly be believed by posterity ; ' 

And yet these facta are delivered by them aa undoubted 

(trnths, and very often afiiimed upon their own knowledge- 
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But, what is much more aBtonkbing, many of thoee 
very instances, which are repr€sent€d as difficult articlcB 
of truth by future ages, did moat probably paaa as 
coramoii occurrencea at the time when they happened, 
and might aeem scarce worthy of any notice to the 
generality of people who were eye-witnesses to the 
transactions. 

The Cardinal de Retz, after relating the almost in- 
credible distress of the then Queen of England, who 
was likewise the daughter of France, and had not credit 
at Paris for a faggot to warm herself in the month of 
January, proceeds thua : ' Nous avons horreur, en lieant 
' les histoirefi, de lachetes moina monstreuses que celle- 
^\k ; et le peu de sentiment que je trouvaia dans la plupart 
'des eaprits snr ce fait m'a obiig6 de faire, je ctois, plus 
' de mille fois cette reflexion : que lee exemples du paaae 

* touchent sana comparaiaon plus lea hommea que ceux 
' de leura aieclea. Nous nous accoutumona h tout ce que 

* nous voions ; et je voub ai dit quelquefois, que je ne saia 
' Ed le consulat du cheval de Caligula nous auroit autant 
■ surpris que nous noua Pimaginona.' — ' We are shocked, 

* in reading history, at many leas aoandalous instances 
' than this ; and the little impression which I observed 
' this made in the generality of men'a minda at that time, 
' hath caused thia reflection to recur to me a thousand 
' times : That the examples of former ages do beyond 

* all comparison more sensibly aflect us than thoae of 
' our own times. Custom blinds us with a kind of 

* fzlare to those objects before our eyes, and I have often 
' doubted whether we should have been as much aur- 
' prised at Caligula, when he made his horse a consul, aa 
' we are apt to imagine we should have been/ 

I can with truth declare, that I have a thousand times 
reflected on the judicious discernment of this uncommon 
obaeivation ; the justice and excellence of which I will 
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endeavour to illustrate to my reader, by tatdng once 
more a survey of that opinion, which posterity may be 
reasonably supposed to entertain of the present times ; 
and as I have formerly shewn that they will probably, 
in aome instances, believe much more than ouiselvea, 
so in others, it is altogether as probable, that they will 
believe less. 

Without farther preface, then, let us suppose some 
great and profound critic, in the fortieth century, under- 
taking to comment on those historical materials relating 
to this kingdom with which that age may possibly 
funusb them ; and in what maimer may we conceive 
him more likely to write than in the following ? 



ABSTRACT FROM HUMPHREY NEWMIXON S OBSERVATIONS 
ON TEE mSTORT OF GREAT BRITAIN, 



Daunt tnuZfo. 

Though it ia impossible to deliver any thing with great 
certainty of those fabulous ages, which a little preceded 
the time when universal Ignorance began to overspread 
the face of the earth ; and more especially prevailed 
in this island^ till the restoration of learning, which first 
began in the thirty-sixth century : some few monuments 
of antiquity have however triumphed over the rage of 
barhftrism, which may serve ua to confute the horrid 
forgeries of that legendary GeoSry Bechard, who wrote 
about the year 3000, 

This Geoffry writing of the ye&r 1761, hath the fol- 
lowing worda : ^ The Inglia hat set tempa ware aoe dieted 
*' to gamein, soe that severl ofE the grate menn yous'd 
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' to mak rt thee soal biaena off thayr lifs ; hand knot 
' unli thee mea&ira, hut also theyre pma youa*d. to spind 
' a hole dais, hand knitta hatt thayr cartes- Les ems 
* auBsi bien ass mesaira cheept thayio TaEsenible forr 
' thatt propoa, hat whitch les ferns hat pcrdus mundoy 
' quelle thayrea raessirs rop koontri for get.' 

So far this bishop, who was reputed to be one of the 
most learned men of his age, quia legere et scribere 
potdrat^ says a contemporary author ; but those who 
contend the most for hia learning will be able, I am 
afraid, to say but little for bis honesty ; since all must 
allow that he was either deceived himself or hath endea- 
voured to deceive his readers ; for I have now by m© a 
record of undoubted antiquity, by which it appears, that 
all kinds of gaming were, within a very few years before 
this period, of which this Geoffry writes, absolutely pro- 
hibited under the severest penalties. This law might 
indeed be infringed by some of the lowest of the people ; 
and there is some reason to think it was so ; for in a 
speech of George the Good, delivered from the throne 
in that very year 1751, a severe execution of the laws in 
this respect is recommended to the magistrate. 

But that the great men, as the bishop says, should fly 
thus in the face, not only of those laws which they them- 
selves made, but of their sovereign too, is too incredible, 
to be imposed even on children. 

Again, here ia a reflection not only on the great men^ 
tut on the great ladies of those times, who are repre- 
sented in a light, which I shall not afiront the present 
virtuous and prudent matrons, their great grand -daughters 
in the seventieth descent, by mentioning. But how in- 
consistent is this character with what we find in the 
writings oi Sir Alexander Drawcansir, the only annalist 
of whose works any part hath descended to us, who, in 
one of his annals or journals, acquaints us, that there 



was not a single lady in his time married, who was not 
possessed of every qualification to make the marriage 
state happy. 

The flame aiithoiity is sufficient to contradict the absurd 
account which this Geoffry gives in another place of the 
ladies of those days ; where he says that women of the 
first quality used to make nightly riota in their own 
houses. One passage ia so ridiculous, that 1 cannot omit 
it. The ladies of St. James's parish, says he, used to 
treat their company with Drums ; and this was thought 
one of their most elegant entertainments ; some copies, 
I know, read Drams, but the former 13 the true reading, 
nor would the letter much cure the absurdity. 

A learned critic indeed of my acquaintance suspects, 
that the above passage is corrupt, and proposes, instead 
of St. James's to read St, Giles's, and instead of Drum 
to read Dram ; and then he says the above account will 
e with a record of that age, by which it appears, 

t the womeu of St. Giles's parish were notoriously 
addicted to dram drinking at that time. And as for the 
word Lady, he urges, that it did not then, as it doth now, 
signify a woman of great rank and distinction, but was 
applied promiacuouely to the whole female sex ; to sup- 
port which he produces a passage from Sir Alexander 
Drawcansir. where the wife of a low mechanic is called 
a lady of great merit. 

Another legend, recorded by our Geoffry, is sufficient 
of itself to destroy his credit. He tells ua, that a Jifrd of 
bucks used to frequent all the public places ; nay, he says, 
that two or three Buch animals woiild sometimes venture 
among several thousands of gentlemen and ladies, and 
put them all into confusion and disorder- This is a very 
STAndalous reflection on the gentlemen of those days ; 
but it is at the same time so incredible, that it needs no 
refutation. 
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The truth I believe is, that the bishop was a weak and 
credulous man, and very easily imposed upon : especielly 
in those mattera with which his function prevented him 
from being well acquainted, What he writes of their 
theatrical entertainments is beyond all measure ridicu- 
loua- ^ De vurat a nite oi le play/ saya he, ' d'autbor 
* was a put a de stake sux on de theatre stage, dare des 
' oriticats dey palt at hkn^ hyeaa him, catadeoaLl him ; 
' off, off him, vor too dree heuies, Dis be dam playe, 
' Des criticata be de a perentice. klarque, boo, buccuk 
' and gamambler.' 

Now I will refer it to any one whether the historian 
can be conceived here to write of a civilized people, and 
such the Britons are allowed on all handa to have been 
at that time, 

Monsieur de Belie Lettre in his Melange Critique, 
which he pubUshed in the year 3892, treats the whole 
history of this Geoffry aa a romance ; and, indeed, what 
is recorded in it concerning dogs seems sufficiently to 
favour this opinion. At this time, says Bechard, the 
chief learning among those people was among the dogs. 
Learning was then a common epithet to several of the 
canine speeches, and a great dispute was for a long time 
carried on between a French and English individual of 
this species. We know not in whose favour it was deter- 
mined ; but it is agreed on all hands, that the question 
was, which was the moat learned of the two. The hifi- 
torian adds, that several of the moat eminent writers 
were of the canine kind ; and were universally called 
sad dogs.* 

The bishop concludes his history with these words : 
' Monstr. incied ten tousand pip, siffi nit. up got zee 
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• 'Sdd is BTnonymoiw witt graTe, wiae. 
* called sad inen of the law/ 



The Judges were formerly 



TBE COVBNT-QABDBN JOUBNAL. 



^■ss 



' ooatryche tap tonnobus, is pregados, dat zocum hypoi 
' hopcrad abun, idelonycus quinto pur zin inmus fi fadon 

k ' addili/ 

I Which is so ridiculous a auppoaition, that I shall leave 

I it with the reader without any remark. 
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Ett miserorvTii, uc mtdevalentes sinl afqa^ itivideant btmU. 

It ia a miaerable etate to hv malevolent, and to envy good men, 

I SHALL publish the following ktter with the same design 
that the Spartans exposed drunken men to the view of 
their children. Examples may perhaps have more advan- 
tage over precepts in teaching us to avoid what ia odious, 
than in impelling us to pursue what ia amiable. If the 
reader will peruse it with attention, he will, I conceive 
discover in it a very useful moral ; of which I shall give 
no farther hint, than by deairing the reader not to be 
offended at the contradictions that occur in it. 

^^ UK. OEXaOR, 

^^B When I first read the name of Asylua to a letter 
^^in your paper, though I easily perceived the writer to 
I be a silly fellow^ I little guessed who was the individual 
I person : but in his second performance he hath been 
I pleased to acquaint me who he is. 

m This fellow. Sir, you are to know, I have employed 

■ every means in my power to persecute, ever since I was 

acquainted with him ; not because he is a fool (for 1 have 

k 
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no fixed quarrel with ao numerous a bculj'), but because 
he is in reality a good man, ' 

You will, perhaps, think this a very strange confcsBionf 
and 30 it would be, if tliere was any possibility of your 
gnessing from whom it came ; but I have the Hatisfaction 
to be assured, that, though I nm actually known both to 
you and to your friend Axylus, I shall be the last person 
in the world to whom either of you will impute the 
character I shall here lay open. I well know that I paaa 
upon you both, and a thousand other such wise people, 
for one of the best and worthiest men alive ; for, as a late 
orator at the Robinhood said, ' he had the honour to be 
* an Atheist ; * so I, Si.r, have the honour to be a moBt 
profound hypocrite. By which means I have universally 
obtalued a gtjod character, and perhaps a much better 
than what the silly Axylua hath acquired by really 
deserving it; for, as Plato remarks in the second book 
of his republic, the just man and the unjust man are often 
reciprocally mistaken by mankind, and do frequently 
pass in the world the one for the other. The reason of 
which, as I take it, and as he in Plato indeed intimates, 
ia, that the former are for the most part fools, and the 
latter are men of aense- 

If I could so far prevail, however, as to deprive this 
Asylus of all the praise which he receives from hia 
actions, and to show him in an opprobrious light to the 
world, I might perhaps be contented, and wish him ill no 
longer. And yet I am not positive that this would be 
the case ; for what amends can it make to a man, who 
sees his mistress in his rivara arms, that the world in 
general are persuaded that he himself alone enjoys her; 
or could all the flattery of his courtiers, and all the Te 
Deum^ oi his priests, satisfy Lewis XIV„ and prevent his 
envyinn the Duke of Marlborough ? I am well apprised 
that the reputation of goodness is all which I aim at, and 
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ifi all which a wise man wouhi desire ; notwithstanding 
which, I am convinced that praise sounds moat harnio- 
nioua to that ear where it finds an echo from within ; nay, 
who knows the secret comforts which a good heart may 
dictate from within, even when all without are siknt ! I 
[lerceive symptoms of such inward satisfaction in Axylus, 
and for that reason I envy and hate him from the bottom 
of my soul. 

You will perhaps say, why then do you not imitate 
him? Your servant. Sir; shall I imitate a fool because 
I see him happy in his Folly? far folly T am convinced it 
is to interest yourself in the happiness^ or in the concerns 
o( others. Horace, who was a sensible writer^ and knew 
the world, advises every man to toll himself up in him- 
self, as a polished bowl, which admits of no rubs from 
without ; and the old Greek, like a wise rogue, exclaims ; 
' When I am dead, let the earth be consumed by fire. 

* it is no concern of mine ; all my aflairs are well 

* settled.' 

Here again it may be objected, why do you envy one 
whom you condemn as a fool ? To this I own it is not 
easy to give an answer. In fact, nature hath moulded 
up with the wisest clay of man some very simple in- 
gredients. Hence we covet those commendations which 
we know are seldom bestowed without a sueer, and which 
ere annexed to characters that we despise. The truth I 
am afraid ia, that I would willingly be this very man- 
Tbat I have sometimes such a fear, I confess to you, as I 
think it impossible you should ever gucsa from whence 
the confession comea ; for I would not, for ten thousand 
pounds, that any man should know I had ever such a 
wish ; nay, I would not for an equal sum know myself 
that I had it. 

And from this Eear, this suspicion (for I once more 
assure you, and myself, that it ia no more than a 
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suspicion), I heartily detest this Axylua, For this reason, 
I have hitherto pursued him with the moBt inveterate 
hatred ; have industriously taken every occasion to 
plague him, and have let alip no opportunity of ruining 
his reputation. 

I am aware I may have let drop something which may 
lead you into an opinion, that I really esteem thia 
character, which I would endeavour to persuade you 
I despise ; Lut, before I finish this letter, I flatter myself 
I shall place this fellow in so contemptible a Ught^ that 
1 shall have no reason to apprehend your drawing any 
Buoh conclusion. 

First, notwithstanding all the secret comforts which 
Ajcylus pretends to receive from the energies of benovo- 

(lence, as he calls them, I cannot persuade myself, that 
there is really any pleasure in a good aetion. I must 
own to you, I do not speak thia absolutely on ray own 
knowledge, lor 1 do not remember to have done one 
truly good, benevolent action in my whole life. Indeed, 
I should heartily despise myself, if I had any such recol- 
lection. 

And if there be no pleasure in goodness, I am sure 
there is no profit in it- This Axylus himself wUl, I 
doubt not, be ready to confess. No man hath ever made 
or improved, though many have injured, and some have 
destroyed, their fortunes this way. 

In the last place» aa to the motives which arise from 
our vanity, and which, as that very wise writer Mr. 
Mandevi] observes, are much the strongest supports of 
what is generally called benevolence, I think to make 
the folly of doing good from such motives very plaiiUy 
appear. I am far from being an enemy to praise, or 
from expressing that contempt lor a good character> 
which 9ome have aSeeted. But, surely, it becomes a 
man to purchase everything as cheap as he can ; now. 
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why should he be at the pain and expense of being good 
in reality, when he may so certainly obtain all the 
applause he aims at merely by pretending to be eo ? 

An instance of this I give you in myself, who, without 
having ever done a flingle good action, have universally 
a good character ; and this I have acquired by only taking 
upon me the trouble ot supporting one constant sericB of 
hypocrisy all my days. 

Asylus^ on the contrary, for want of undergoing thia 
trouble, hath missed the praises he deserves. While he 
carelessly doth a hundred good actions, without being at 
the pains of displaying them, they are all overlooked by 
the world ; nay, often by my means (for I am always 
watchful on such occasions), his most diaiatereated benevo- 
lence is seen in a disadvantageous light ; and his goodness, 
instead of being commended, turns to his dishonour. 

An example of this I saw the other day, when you 
published his last letter, where all that is aaid of an un- 
happy woman, drawn in to be guilty of the highest 
degree of wickedness, by the most wicked and proBigate 
oi men, I am convinced flowed immediately from that 
compassion which is the constant energy of these good 
heart*. Now, Sir, even thia I turned against him. I 
represented it as a barbarous attempt to revile the char- 
acter of a man before he had undergone his trial ; and 
can you believe it ? euch ie the nature of man. I found 
some persona who could not, or would not, see the 
difference between concluding a person guilty who is in 
custody, and who is to undergo a legal disquisition into 
his crimes, and concluding one to be guilty of a fact, for 
which he hath fled from justice, and who, even by the 
evidence given on oath in the solenm trial of another, 
appears to all the world to be guilty, 
i But perhaps it may be said, though the world in 
general do not commend your actions, still you are repaid 
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for them sufficiently, by having the esteem, tlie love, the 
gratitude, of those to whom they are done. To this pur- 
pose I will tell you a short story, the fact Ib true, and 
happened to Mr- Asylus himself. 

That silly good man had done many great services to a 
private family. Indeed, the very bread they eat was for 
a long time owing to his foolish generosity, and, at 
length, by hia advice and assistance, this family waa 
brought from a state of poverty and distress to what 
might be called affluence in their condition, I was ac- 
quainted with the whole scene, and often present at it, 
and, indeed, it was one of the pleaaantest I ever saw ; for 
while the good man was rejoicing in his own goodness, 
and feeding hia foolish vanity with fond conceits of the 
grateful returna which were made to him in the bosoms 
of the obliged, they, on the other aide, were continually 
laughing at his folly amongst themselves, and flattering 
then- own ingenuity with their constant impositions on 
his good-nature* and ascribing every thing which they 
obtained of him to their own superior cunning and power 
of over-reaching him. 

Wlien I had enjoyed this scene till I was weary of it, 
I was resolved to work myself another satisfaction out of 
it» by tormenting the man I hate, I accordingly commu- 
nicated the aecret to Axylus, and gave him almost demon- 
stration of the truth of what I told him. He answered 
with a smile, he hoped I was mistaken ; but if not, he 
was answerable for the means only, and not for the end ; 
and the very same day did a new favour to one of the 
family. ' 

I will conclude by telling you, that it was I who sent 
him the trial of Miss Blandy to ves him^ and I hope you 
will print this letter, that he may have the plague of 
guessing at me» for I am eura he will guess wrong : and, 
perhaps, may fix on one of his best friends; which will 
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be doing him a very great injury, and will, consequently, 
give great pleasure to. 

Sir, yoUTB, 

Iaoo. 

I cannot dismiss this letter without observing, that if 
there be really such a person as this writer describes him- 
6elf, the possession of his own bad mind is a worae curse 
to him than he himself will ever be able to inflict on the 
happy Asylns. 
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~ — -Here Id not allowM, 



Thflt wordt ol tyrants, aa uaurping crowd.' 

To one sole monarch Jove commlta tbe away ; 

Hb ar« the l^ws, &nd liim let ulL obey. Pops. 



Though of the three forms of government acknowledged 
in the schools all have been very warmly opposed, and as 
warmly defended ; yet, in this point, the different advo- 
cates will, I believe, very readily agree, that there is not 
one of the three which is not greatly to be preferred to a 
state of total anarchy : a state in which there is no subor- 
dinfltioo, no lawful power, and no settled government; 
but where every man ia at liberty to act in whatever 
manner tt pleaseth him best. 

As this 13 in reality a most deplorable state, I have 
long lamented, with great anguish of heart, that it is at 
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present the case of a very large body of people in tliifl 
kingdom. An asBertion which, as it may surpiiee most of 
my readers, I will make haste to explain, by declaring, 
that I mean the fraternity of the quill, that body ol men 
to whom the public assign the name of authors- 

However absurd pohticians may have been pleased to 
represent the imperium in imperio, it will here^ I doubt 
notj be found on a strict examination to be extremely 
necessary. The commonwealth of literature being, in- 
deed, totally distinct from the greater commonwealth, 
and no more depecdent upon it, than the kingdom of 
England is on that of France, Of this our literature 
seems to have been at all times sensible, as they have 
never attempted any provision for the regulation or 
correction of this body- In one instance, it is true, 
there are (I should rather^ I beheve, aay there were) 
some laws to restrain them ; for writers, if I am not 
mistaken* have been formerly punished for blasphemy 
against God, and libels against the government ; nay, I 
have been told, that to slander the reputation of private 
persons was once thought unlawful here as well as 
among the Romans, who, as Horace tells us, had a 
severe law for this purpose. 

In, proniidgating these laws (whatever may be the 
reason of aaifering them to grow obsolete) the state 
seems to have act^d very wisely ; as such kind of 
writinga are really of most miechievoua consequence 
to the public ; but alas 1 there are many abuses, many 
horrid evils, daily springing up in the commonwealth 
of literature, which appear to aflect only that common- 
wealth, at least immediately, of which none oi the 
pohtical legislators have ever taken any notice ; nor 
hath any civil court of judicature ever pretended to 
any cognizance of them. Nonsense and dulness are 
no crimes in j'oro civiH : No man can be questioned for 
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bad verses in WestminateT-haU ; and amongst the many 
indictments for battery, not one can be produced foi 
breaking poor Priscian's tead^ though it is done almost 
every day. 

But though immediately, as I have said, these evils 
do not affect the greater commonwealth ; yet aa they 
tend to the utter ruin of the leaser, so they have a 
remote evil consequence, eveo on the state itself ; which 
seems, by having left them unprovided for, to have re- 
mitted them, for the sake oi convenience, to the govern- 
ment of laws, and to the superintendence of magistrates 
of this lesser commonwealth ; and never to have fore- 
seen or suspected that dreadful state of anarchy, which 
at present prevails in this lesser empire ; an empire 
which hath formerly made so great a figure in this 
kingdom, and that, indeed, almost within our own 
memories. 

It may appear strange, that none of our English his- 
toriaas have spoken clearly and distinctly of this leaser 
empire ; but this may be well accounted for, when we 
consider that all these histories have been written by 
two sorts of persons ; that is to say, either politicians 
or lawyers. Now the former of these have had their 
imaginations so entirely filled with the aSatrs of the 
greater einpirej that it ia no wonder the business of the 
lesser should have totally escaped their observation. 
And as to the lawyers, they are well known to have 
been verj' Uttle acquainted with the commonwealth of 
literature, and to have always acted and written in 
defiance to its laws. 

From these reasons it is very difficult to fix, with 
certainty, the exact period when this commonwealth 
first began among ufi. Indeed, ii the origmals of all the 
greater empires upon earth, and even of our own, be 
wrapped in such security that they elude the inquiries 
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of the most diligent sifters of antiquity, we e^anot be 
Gurprised that thia fat€ Bhould attend our little empire, 
opposed as it hath been by the pen of the lawyer, over- 
looked by the eye of the historian, and never once smelt 
after by the nose of the antiquary. 

In the earliest ages, the literary state seems to have 
been an ecclcaiastical democracy ; for the clergy arc 
then said to liave had all the learning among them ; and 
the great reverence paid at that time to it by the laity 
appears from hence, that whoever could prove in a court 
of justice that he belonged to this etate, by only reading 
a single verae in the Testament, wa3 vested with the 
highest privileges, and might do almost what he pleased ; 
even commit murder with impunity. And this privilege 
was called the benefit of the clergy- 

This commonwealth, however, can scarce be said to 
have been in any flourishing state of old time, even 
among the clergy themselves ; inasmuch aa we are told, 
that a rector of a parish going to law with Ida parish- 
ioners, about paving the church, quoted this authority 
from St, Peter, Paveant iUi, non paveam ego. Which 
he construed thus: 'They are to pave the church, and 
* not I.' And thiy by a judge, who was likewise an 
ecclesiastic, was allowed to be very good law. 

The nobility had clearly no ancient connection with 
thia commonwealth, nor would submit to be bound by 
any of its laws, wituess that provision in an old act of 
parliament : ' That a nobleman shall be entitled to the 
^benefit of his clergy {the privilege above-mentioned) 
' even though he cannot read/ Nay, the whole body 
of the laity, though they gave such honours to thia 
commonwealth, appear to have been very few of them 
under its jurisdiction ; as appears by a law cited by 
Judge Rolls in his Abridgment, with the reason which 
he gives for it ; ' The conunand of the sheriff,' says thia 
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writer, ' to hia officer, by word of mouth, and without 

* writing, is good ; for it may be, that neither the 

* sheriff nor his officer can write or read/ 

But not to dwell on these obscure times, when so very 
little authentic can be found concerning this common- 
wefllth, let us come at once to the days of Heniy VIIL, 
when nti leas a, revuhition happened in the lesser than in 
the greater empire ; tor the literary government became 
(Bbeolute, together with the political, in the hands of one 
and the 3arae monarch ; who was himself a writer, and 
dictated, not only law, but common sense too, to all hia 
people ; suBering no one to write or speak, but according 
to his own will and pleasure, 

After this king's demise, the literary commonwealth 
was again separated frora the political ; for I do nnt find 
that his successor on the greater throne succeeded him 
likewise in the lesser. Nor did either of the two queens, 
ae I can leam, pretend to any authority in this empire, 
in which the Salique law hath universally prevailed : for 
though there have been some considerable subiects oi the 
female sex in the literary commonwealth, I never re- 
member to have read of a queen. 

It 16 not easy to say with any great exactness, what 
form of government was preserved in this commonwealth, 
during the reigns of Edward VI,, queen Mary, and queen 
Elizabeth; for though there weie some great men in 
those times, none of them seem to have affected the 
throne of wit : Nay, Shakspeaie, who flourished in the 
latter end of the last reign, and who seemed so justly 
qualified to enjoy this crown, never thought of challeng- 
igit. 

In the reign of James I. the literary government was 
an aristocracy, ior I do not choose to give it the evil 
name of oligarchy, though it consisted only of four, 
namely, Master William Shakspeaie, Master Benjamin 
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JaawQ, Master John Ftrtcbn, «ikI Xaat^r Pi 

BcaanKmt. This qoadmnivirtte, as th^ 

new form of govemm^it, thought proper, acecwdaig to 

Machiavei^fl advioe, to ictrodnce new immes ; tbev there- 

iore called tbemselves Tke WiU, a luime which bath 

been aSected since by the reigning monarchs in this 

empire. 

The last of this qDadnimvirate enjoyed the govem- 
mcst alone, duxing his life ; after which the troubles that 
abortly after ensned, inTcrfved thia lesser commonwe^th 
in all the coofu^ioQ and min of the greater, nor can any 
thing be foond of it with sufficient eertaintr, till the 
WiU, in the reign of Charles II., after many struggles 
among themselves for eupenontj, at last agreed to elect 
John Dryden to be their king. 

This king John had a very long retgn, thoagh a very 
unquiet one ; for there were several pretenders to the 
throne of wit Id his time, who formed very considerable 
parties against him, and gave faim great oneasinesBr of 
which his successor hath made mention in the following 
lines: 

Pride, folly, mslic^, against Dryden roae, 
In various Bhapfs of persona, unties, beans, 

Be^des which, his finances were in such disorder, that 
it is affirmed, his treasury was more than once entirely 
empty. 

He died, nevertheless, in a good old age, possessed 
of the kingdom of wit, and waa succeeded by king 
Alexander, aumamed Pope. 

This prince enjoyed the crown many years, and ia 
thought to have stretched the prerogative much farther 
than his predecessor ; he is said to have been extremely 
jealous of the a Sections of his aubjeeta, and to have 
employed various spies, by whom, if he was informed of 
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the least Biiggeatdon against his title, he never failed of 
branding the accused person with the word dunce on 
hie forehead in broad letters ; after which the unhappy 
culprit was obliged to lay by his pen for ever ; for no 
bookseller would venture to print a word that he wrote. 

He did indeed put a total restraint on the liberty of 
the press ; for no person durst read any thing which 
was writ without his licence and approbation ; and 
tbia licence he granted only to four during his reign, 
namely, to the celebrated Dr. Swift, to the ingenious 
Dr. Young, to Dr, Arbuthnot, and to one Mr. Gay, 
four of his principal courtiers and favourites. 

Bnt without diving any deeper into his character, we 
most allow that king Alexander had great merit as a 
writer, and his title to the kingdom of wit was better 
founded at least than his enemies have pretended. 

After the demise of king Alexander, the literary state 
relapsed again into democracy, or rather indeed, into 
downright anarchy ; of which, as well as of the conse- 
quences, I shall treat in a future paper. 
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Nimintm safere est abj^is utile nugiSt 

Et tcfnpattvum fnteria coricedere ludum^ HoB: 

Trifling purHuita true wisdom casta awey ; 
And leaves to children all their childish play- 

The mind of man is compared by Montaigne' to a fertile 
field, which, though it be left entirely uncultivated, stiD 
retains aU its genial powers ; but Instead of producing 
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any thio^ lovely or profitable, sends forth only weeds 
and wild herbs of various kinds, which serre to no use 
or emolument whataoever. 

Tbe hnman mind ia, indeed, of too iictjve a nature 
to content it^lf with a state of perfect rest or sloth. 
There are few men such arrant slocks or stones as to 
be always ^ti^Aed with idlcaeas, or to come up to that 
description in Lucretius : 

Mortua tut vtla fM prfypfjam vito, aiqti4 tridertH^ 
Qui vorjtnv partem nutjorem eanierii tm, 

8t< Paul dcseribes the^e men better, when, writing 
to the Theasalonians, he says, some of them are /it^Sei' 
^pya(piL(Pot, aK\a TTtpi^pya.lp^G'oi : * Doing no work, but 
' buB3fing themselves in impertinence/ Or, aa the Latin 
author expresses the same sentiment : Oralis anhdane^ 
multa agen4^ nihil agens : ' Puffing and sweating to no 
' purpose ; employed about many things, and doing 
'nothing." 

The original of diversions is certainly owing to this 
active temper ; for to what purpose were they calculated, 
but as the very word in our language implies, to cast off 
idleness ? than which, to the generality of mankind, there 
is not, I believe, a much heavier burthen. 

But if we look a Uttle deeper into this matter, we shall 
find, that there is implanted in our nature a great love 
of business, and an equal abhorrence of idleness. This I 
discovers itself very early in children ; most of whom, 
as I have observed, are never better pleased than when 
they are employed by their elders. 

The same disposition we may perceive in men, in those 
particularly to whom fortune hath made business unne- 
cessary, and whom nature veiy plainly appears never 
t« have designed for any. And yet, how common is it 
to see these men playing at business, if I may use the 
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expression, and pleasing tliemselves all their lives with 
the imagination that they are not idle ? 

From this busy temper may be derived almost all the 
works with which great men hove obliged the world. 
Kence it was that the great artilex, Nero, arrived at so 
great skill, as he himaelf tella ur he did. in music; to 
which he applied with such unwearied industry on the 
stage, that several persons counterfeited death, in order 
to be carried out of the theatre from hearing him ; for 
it would have been very unaaft; for the town of Rome to 
damn his perfoimauces. 

li Domitian had not been of a busy, as well as a cruel 
temper, he would never have employed so many houra 
in the ingenioua employment of fiy-spitting, which he in 
suppoaed to have brought to the highest degree of per- 
fection ol which the art is capable. Hence it is, so 
many industrious critics have spent their lives in all 
such reading as was never read, as Mr. Pope hath it ; 
witness tiie laburious and all-read Dr. Zachary Grey, 
who, to compile those wonderful notta to his Hudibras. 
must have ransacked not only all the stalls, but all the 
trunks and bandboscs in the world. 

Didymus, the grammarian, was another labourer of 
this kind, Seneca tells us, * that he writ four thousand 
* books ; in some of which he inquirea into the country 
' of Homer ; in others, who was the true mother of 
^ -Eneas ; whether .\nacreon loved wenching or drink- 
ling most ; whether Sappho was a common prostitute ; ' 
with other such learning, with which, if you had al- 
ready stuffed your head, your study ought to be, how 
to get it out again. 

Tiberius, wise as he was in pohcy, had a great inchna- 
tion to this kind of knowledge. ' He puisued it,' saya 
Suetonius, ' usque ad inepfias d. deTisum, dtc. to a degree 
'of folly and ridicule; for he used to aak tho gram- 
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' mariotLB, of whose company he was very food, euct 
' kind of queationa as these : Who was the mother of 
' Hecuba ? By what Dame Achilles passed among the 
' daughters of Lycomedes 7 What songs the Syrens used 
^ to sing? &c.^ 

Cardinal Chigi, who was afterwards Pope Alexander 
VTI., was a genius of this kind. He proclaimed a public 
prize for that learned man who could find a Latin word 
for the word Chaise. He likewise spent seven or eight 
days in searching whether Musca, a fly, came from Mosco^ 
or MoBCo from Musca. De Retz, from whose memoirs 
I have taken this story, says, That he had formerly dis- 
covered that the cardinal was Homme de miniUiis ; for 
that the said cardinal, in a discourse on the atudiea of 
hia youth, had told De Retz, that he had writ two yeara 
with the same pen, 

I cannot omit the excellent remark of my author, 
though not to my present purpose, ' It is true/ says he, 
* this is but a triSe ; but I have often observed, that little 
' things afford us truer symptoms of the dispositions of 
^ men, than great ones.' 

What, but the utmost impatience of idleness, could 
prompt men to employ great poina and trouble, and ex- 
pense too, in making large collections of bntterffiefl, 
pebbles, and such other wonderful productions ; while 
others, from the same impatience, have been no leas busy 
in hunting after monatera of every kind, as if they were 
at enmity with Nature, and deairous of exposing all her 
errors. 

The Greeks have a word for this industry. They call 
it K.^QO'TTovhi'^ ; and oftener no\v7rpay^oa~i\^. Neither of 
which words I can translate without a periphraaia. By 
both is meant a vain curiosity and diligence in trifles. 

I make no doubt, but that the same industry would 
often poake a man of a moderate capacity a very com- 
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petent master of 3omc notable science, which hath made 
Mm a proficient in some contemptible art, or rather 
tnac.k. The derteroiis juggler might have made a com- 
plete mechanic. The same labour, and, perhaps, the 
eame genina, which brings a man to a perfection at the 
game of chess, would make a great proficiency in the 
xnatheraatics. Many a beau might hare been a scholftr, 
if he had consulted boots with the same attention with 
which he hath consulted a looking-glass ; and many a 
fox-hunter might, to his great honour, have pursued the 
enemies of hia country with less labour and with less 
danger than he hath encountered in the pursuit of foxes. 

I am almost inclined to think, that if a complete history 
could be compiled of the eminent works of the KefotnTouSoi^ 
the trifiers, it would manifcetly appear, that more labour 
and pains, more time (I had almost said, more genius) 
have been employed in the service of folly, than have 
been employed by the greatest men in inventing and 
perfecting the moat erudite and consummate works of art 
or wisdom. 

I will conclude this paper with a passage from the 
excellent and truly learned Doctor Barrow, which gives 
a very serious, but very just turn to this subject, 

' Aliud a^ere, to be impertinently busy, doing that 
' which conduceth to no good purpose, is in some respect 

* worse than to do nothing, or to forbear all action ; for it 
' is a positive abuse of our faculties, and trifling with 

* God's gifts ; it is throwing away labour and care, 
' things valuable in themselves ; it is often a running 
' out of the way, which is worse than standing still ; it 
' is ft debasing our reason, and declining from our man- 

* hood ; nothing being more foolish or childish than to 
' be aohcitoufi or serious about trifles : for who are more 
' busy and active than children ? Who are fuller of 

* thoughts and designs, or more eager in prosecution of 
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' them than they ? But all is about ridiculoufl toys, 
' the shadows of business, suggested to them by apish 

* curiosity and imitation. Of such industry we may 
^ understand that of the preacher, '\The bboor of the 
' *^ foolish wearieth every one of them ; ** for that a man 

* soon will be weary of that labour which yieldeth no 

* profit or beneficial return.' 
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Odi pro/anwn vulgut. HoR: 
T hate profane rascaU. 

Sir, 

In this very learned and enlightened age, in which 
authors are almost as numerous as booksellers, I doubt 
not but your correspondents furnish you with a sufficient 
quantity of waste paper, I perhaps may add to the 
heap ; for, as men do not always know the motive of 
their own actions, I may possibly be induced, by the 
same sort of vanity as other puny authors have been, to 
desire to be in print. But I am very well satisfied with 
you for my judge, and, if you should not think proper to 
take any notice of the hint I have here sent you, I shall 
conclude, that I am an impertinent correspondent, but 
that you are a judicious and impartial critic. In my own 
defence, however, I must say, that I am never better 
pleased than when I see extraordinary abilities employed 
in the support of His honour and religion, who has so 
bountifully bestowed them. It is for this reason that I 



wish you would take some notice ol the character, or 
rather story, here sent you. Id mj travels westward last 
summer T lay at an inn in Somersetshire, remarkable for 
its pleasant situation, and the obliging behaviour of the 
landlord, who, though a downright rustic, had an awk- 
ward sort of politeness, ariaiug from his good-nature, 
that was very pleasing, and, if I may be allowed the 
expression, was a sort of good-breediug undressed. As 
I intended to make a pretty long journey the next day I 
rose time enough to behold that glorious luminary the 
sun set out on his course, which, by the bye. is one of 
the finest sights the eye can behold ; and aa it is a thing 
seldom seen by people of fashion, unless it be at the 
theatre at Coven t- Garden, I could not help laying some 
stress upon It here. The kitchen in this inn was a very 
pleasant room ; 1 therefore called for some tea, sat nie in 
the window, that I might enjoy the prospect which the 
country afforded, and a more beautiful one le not in the 
power of imagination to frame. This house was situated 
on the top of a hill ; and for two miles below its 
meadows, enlivened with varietv of cattle, and adorned 
with a greater variety of flowers, first caught my sight. 
At the bottom of this vale ran a river, which seemed to 
promise coolness and relreshment to the thirsty cattle, 
The eye was next presented with fields of corn that made 
a kind of an ascent, which was terminated by a wood, at 
the top of which appeared a verdant hill, situate iis it 
were in the clouds, where the sun was just arrived, and 
peeping o'er the summit, which was at this time covered 
with dew, gilded it over with his rays, and terminated 
my view in the most agreeable manner in the world. In 
a word, the elegant simplicity of every object round me, 
filled my heart with such gratitude, and furnished my 
mind with such pleasing meditfltions^ as made me thank 
Heaven I was bom. But this state of joyous tranquillity 
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was not cf long duration : I bad scarce begun my break- 
fast, when m7 ean* were saluted with a genteel whiatle, 
and the noise of a pair oi slippers descending the stair- 
caae ; and aoon after I beheld a contrast to my former 
prospect, beixig a very beauish gentleman, with a huge 
laced hat on, as big as Pistol's in the play ; a wig some- 
what dishevelled, and a face which at once gave you a 
perfect idea of emptiness, assurance, and intemperance. 
His eyes, which before were scarce open, he fixed on me 
with a stare, which testified surprise^ and his coat waa 
immediately thrown open to display a very handsome 
second-hand gold-laced waistcoat. In one hand, he had 
a pair of saddle-bags, and in the other a hanger of 
mighty size, both of which, with a gi-aceful G — d d — n 
you, he placed upon a chair. Then advancing towards 
the landlord, who was standing by me, he said, * By 
G — d, landlord, your wine is damnable strong.* ' I 
don*t know,' replied the landlord ; ' it is generally 
reckoned pretty good, for I have it all from London,* 
Pray, who is your wine-merchant ? * says the man of 
importance, ' A very great man,' says the landlord, 
in his way ; perhaps you may know him, Sir ; his 
name is Kirby,* ' Ah ! what, honest Tom ? he and I 
have cracked many a bottle of claret together ; he is 
one of the most considerable merchants in the city ; the 
dog is hellish poor, damnable poor ; for I don't suppose 
he ia worth a farthing more than a hundred thousand 
pound ; only a plum^ that*a all ; he is to be our lord- 
mayor next year.' ' I ask pardon. Sir, that ia not the 
man, for our Mr, Kirby'a name is not Thomas, but 
Richard,' ' Ay ! * says the gentleman, ' that's his 
brother ; they are partners together/ ' I believe,' says 
the landlord, " you are out. Sir. for that gentleman has no 
* brother.' ^ D — n your nonsense, with you and jour outs,* 
saya the beau, ' as if I should not know better than yon. 
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* country puts ; I who have lived in LondoTi all mj IHe- 
' time/ ^ I ask a thousand pardons,^ says the landlord, ' I 

* hope no offence, Sir/ * No, no/ cries the other, " we gen- 

* tlemen know how to make allowance for your country- 

* breeding/ Then stepping to the kitchen-door, with an 
audible voice he called the ostler, and in a very graceful 
accent, said, ' D^n your blood, you cock-ey'd son of a 
' bitch, bring me my boots ; did not you hear me call ? ' 
Then turning to the landlord, said. ' Faith I that Mt. What 

* de-callTinij the exciseman, is s. damn'd jolly feUow/ 

* Yes, Sir/ says the landlord, * he is a merryiah sort of a 

* man/ ' But/ aays the gentleman, ' as for that schooi- 

* master, he is the queerest bitch I ever saw ; he looks 

* as if he could not say boh to a goose/ ' I don't know, 
' Sir,' says the landlord, ' he is reckoned to be a desperate 

* good scollard about us, and the gentry likes him vastly, 
' for he understands the meaeurement of land and timber, 

* knows how to make dials and auch things ; and for 

* cyphering, few can out-do 'en.' ^ Ay ! ' says the gentle- 
man, ' he does look like a cypher indeed ; for he did 

* not speak three words all last night.* The ostler now 
produced the boots, which the gentleman taking in 
his band, and having placed himself in the chair, ad- 
dressed in the following speech : ' My good friend, Mr. 
' Boots, I tell you plainly, that if you plague me so 
' damnably as you did yesterday morning, by G — Fll 

* commit you to the flames : stap my vituala, aa my Lord 
' Huntingdon saya in the play : ' he then looked full in 
my face, and asked the landlord, if he had ever been at 
Drury-Lane play-house ? which he answered in the nega- 
tive. ' What/ says he, ' did you never hear talk of Mr, 
*'Garrick and King Richard ? ' 'No, Sir,' aays the land^ 
lord. * By G— ,' says the gentleman, ' he is the cleyereet 
' fellow in England ; ' he theo spouted a speech out of 
King Richard, which begins. Give me an horse, &c. 
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'There/ saya he, ^ that, that is just like Mr, Gamck.' 
Having pleased himself vastly with this performance, he 
shook the landlord by the hand with great good-humour, 
and said, ' By G — you seem to be an honeat fellow, 

* and good blood ; if you'll come and see me in London, 
' ni give you your skinful of wine, and treat von with 
' a play and a whore every night yon stay, I'll shew you 
' how it 13 to live, my boy. But here, bring me some 
' paper, my girl ; come, let ua have one of your love-letters 
'to air my boots/ Upon which, the landlord presented 
him with a piece of an old newspaper, ' D — n you/ says 
the gent, ' this ia not half enough ; have you never a 

Bible or Common Prayer Book in the house ? Half a 

dozen chapters of Genesis, with a few prayers, make an 

excellent fire in a pair of bi>ots.' * Oh ! Lord forgive 

you,' saya the landlord, ' sure you would not burn such 

books as those/ ' No : ' cries the spark, ' where was 

you born ? go into a shap oi London, and buy some 

butter or a quartern of tea, and then you'll see what 

use is made of these books/ ' Ay ! ' aaya the landlord, 

we have a saying here in our country, that 'tie as sure 

aa the devil is in London, and if he was not there, 

they could not he so wicked as they be/ Here a 

country fellow who had been standing up in one comer 

of the kitchen, eating of cold bacon and beans, and who, 

I observed, trembled at every oath this spark swore, 

took hie diah and pot, and marched out of the kitchen, 

fearing, as I afterwards learned, that the house would 

fall down about his ears, for he was sure, he said, ' That 

* man in the gold-laced hat was the devil/ The young 
spark, having now displayed all his wit and humour, and 
exerted his talents to the utmost, thought he had suffi- 
ciently recommended himself to my favour, and con- 
vinced me be was a gentleman. He therefore with an 
air addressed himself to me, and asked me, which way 
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I was travelling? To which I gave him no answer. 
He then exalted his voice : but at my continuing silent, 
he asked the landlord if I was deaf? Upon which, the 
landlord told him, he did not believe the gentleman waa 
duncb, for that he talked very well just now. The man 
of wit whispered in the landlord's ear, and said, * I suppoae 
' he is either a parson or a fool.' He then drank a dram, 
observing that a man should not cool too fast ; paid sis- 
pence more than his reckoning, called for hie horse, 
gave the ostler a shilling, and galloped out of the inn, 
thoroughlv satisfied that we all agreed with him in 
thinking hira a clever fellow, and a man of great im- 
portance. The landlord aniiling^ took up his money, 
and aaid he was a comical gentleman, but that it was a 
thousand pities he awore so much ; if it was not for that, 
he was a very good customer, and as generous as a 
prince, for that the night before, he had treated every 
body in the house, I then asked him, if he knew that 
comical gentleman, as he called him ? ' No, really. Sir/ 
said the landlord, 'though a gentleman was saying last 
* night, that he waa a sort of rider, or rideout, to a linen- 
'draper at Loudon/ Thie, Mr. Censor, I have since 
fouud to be true ; for having occftsion to buy some cloth, 
I went last week into a linen-draper's shop, in which I 
found a young fellow, whose decent behaviour, and plain 
[dress, shewed he was a tradesman- Upon looking full in 
lis face, I thought I bad seen it bofore, nor was it long 
^before I recollected where it was, and that this was the 
Bamf beat! I had met with in Somersetshire. The difTer- 
ence in the same man in London, where he was 
known, and in the country where he was a stranger, 
was beyond expression ; and woa it not impertinent 
to make observations to you, I could enlarge upon 
this sort of behaviour; for I am firmly of opini<.m, that 
there is neither spirit nor good sense in oaths, nor any 
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wit or humour in blasphemy. But as vulgar errors 
require an abler pen than mine to correct them, I shall 
eave that task to you^ and am. Six, 

Your humble servant. 
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Natio comaiki €it. Juvenal. 
We are ft natioQ of pUjera. 

It ifl the advice of Solomon, to train up a child in the 
way he shall go ; and this, in the opinion of Quintilian, 
can never be imdertaken too early. He, indeed, begins 
his institution even with the very nurse. 

The wise man here very plainly euppoaea a previous 
detennination in the parent in what way he intends his 
child shall go ; for, without having fixed this with cer- 
tainty, it w3l be impossible for any man to fulfil the 
precept. 

Now all the ways of life in which, in this country, men 
walk themselves, and in which they so manifestly intend 
to train their children, seem to me to be reducible to two ; 
viz, the way of spending an estate, and the way of get- 
ting one. These may, indeed, in thifl aense, be called the 
two great high roads in this kingdom. 

As to the former, it is much the less beaten and fre- 
quented track, as it requires a certain viaticum obvious to 
^e leadett which ia not in the possession of every one ; 
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in this way, therefore, the eldest sons of great families 
and heira of great estates, ooa only be trained. The 
methods of training here, are no more than twofold, both 
very easy and apposite ; it ia therefore no wonder that 
they are both pursued with very little deviation by almost 
every parent. The one, which is universally practised 
in the country, contains very few rules, and these gs- 
fcremely simple ; such as drinking, racing, cock-fighting, 
hunting, with other rural exercises. The other, which is 
piopoT to the town, and, indeed, to the higher people, is 
somewhat more complex. This includes dancing, fencing, 
whoring, gaming^ travelling, dressing, French connoia- 
seurship,. and perhaps two or three other leas material 
artieles- 

But the great and difficult point ia that of training 
youth in the other great road, namely in the way to get 
an estate. Here, as in our journey over vast and wide 
plains, the many different tracks are apt to beget un- 
certainty and confusion, and we are often extremely 
puzzled which of these to chooae lor ourselvesj and which 
to recommend to our children. 

The most beaten tracks in this road are those of the 
professions, such as the church, the law, the army, &c. 
Id some one of these, the younger children of the nobility 
and gentry have usually been trained^ often with very ill 
success ; arising sometimes from a partial opinion of the 
talents of the child, and more often from flattering our- 
selves with hopes of more interest with the great than we 
have really had. 

To ail these professions many things may he objected, 
as we shall presently see, when we compare them with a 
path in life, which I am about to recommend to my 
reader, and which we shall find clear from most of the 
objections that may be raised against any other. 

Without farther preface, the way of life which I mean 
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to recommend, is that of the stage, in which I shall hope 
for the future bo see several of cor young nobility and 
gentry trained up, and particularly those of the most 
promising parts. 

In the first place theii» the stage at present proraiaea a 
much better provision than any of the professions ; for 
though perhaps it ie true that there are in the church, the 
law, the state, the army, &c, some few posts which yield 
the professors greater profit than is to be acquired on 
the stage : yet these bear no proportion to the infinite 
numbers who are trained in the several professions, and 
who almost literally starve. The income of an actor of 
any rank, is from six to twelve hundred a year j where- 
as, that of two-thirds of the gentlemen of the army is 
considerably under one hundred; the income of nine- 
tenths of the clergy is less than fifty pounds a year ; and 
the profits in the law, to ninety-nine in a hundred, amount 
not to a single shilling- 

And as tor those few pofita of great emolument, upon 
which we all cast our eyes, as the adventurers in a lottery 
do on the few great prizes, if we impartially examine our 
own abilities, how few ol us shall dare to aspire so high ? 
whereas on the stage, scarce any abiUties are required, 
and we see men, whom nobody allows to deserve the 
name of actors, enjoying salaries of three, lour, and five 
hundred a year. 

Again, if wc consider the great pains and time, the 
head-aches, and the heart-aches, which lead up to the top 
of either the army or the law : 

Qui Btudet o^cffatn eitrau conti^ere m^Mwi, 
Mulia tulit. ftcitquf jtuer : 

This consideration will sufficiently discourage our at- 
tempts, especially when, on the other hand, we may on 
the stage leap all at once into eminence ; and it we 
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expect Qo more than four or Sve hundred puimda tor the 
first vear of our acting, our demands will be thought 
modest. 

And farther, in any of the profeeaions, all our abilities 
will be thrown away, and all our time and labour lost, 
unless we have other ingredients to recommend ua. Un- 
less we have some powerful friend or relation, or some 
beautiful wife or aistcr, we shall never procure an oppor- 
tunity of shewing the world what we are i whereas to 
the stage no interest is necessary to introduce you. The 
publishing the name of a gentleman who never acted 
before in the play-billa, will fill the house as surely aa if 
he proposed to get into a bottle, and no manager is 
ashamed of putting you at first into any of his principal 
parts. 

And if we view this in the light of ambition, the stage 
will have no less advantage over the professions. To 
personate a great character three hours in the twenty- 
four, is a matter of more consequence than it ia generally 
esteemed. The world itself is commonly called a stage ; 
and in the eye of the greatest philosophers, the actiona 
in both appear to be equally real, and of equal conse- 
quence. Where then is the mighty difference between 
personating a great man on the great thetare, or on the 
less ? In both cases we often assume that character when 
it doth not really belong to us, and a very indifferent 
player acta it sometimes better than his right honourable 
brother, and with ten thousand times the applause. 

It was not therefore without reason that our worthy 
Laureat, in the excellent apology for his life, gave 
thanks to Providence that he did not in hia youth betake 
himeelf either to the gown or the sword, Wiee, indeed, 
as well as happy was his choice, as many of his con- 
temporaries, whose ill stars led them to the way of 
those professions, had the question been put to them 
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OD their death-bed, must have acknowledged. Hov 
many oi these his contemporaries who have professed 
the laws or religion of their country ; how many otbm 
who have fought its battles, after an obscure ssd 
wretched life of want and misery, have bequeathed 
their families to the stalls and the streets T 

That the reverse hath been the fate of this gentlemAn 
I need not mention, and am pleased to think. And 
yet in the days of his acting, nothing like to ihe present 
encouragement was given on the stage, Mrs. Oldfidd 
herself (as I have been informed) had not half the the- 
atrical income of our present principal actresaes. To 
what greater height it may rise I know not ; but from 
the present flourishing condition of the stage, and from 
the proportionable decUne of the learned professions, 
I think it may be prophesied, that it will be aa comnus 
hereafter to sny, that such a particular estate was pt 
by the ntage, as it was formerly to see great houses r» 
by the law. 
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AfQ TQVTOY OVK U(^E\l^OCt 

[See the branBlation afterwaris.] 
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TO Snt ALEXANBETl DRAWCANSIK. 

Bedlam, ^pri^ 1,1752; 

I MAKE no question but before you have read lialf 
through my letter you will be surprised at ita being 
dated as above ; and may perhaps agree with the con- 
clusion which I have made long ago, that this place is 
Get apart by the Engliah for the confinement of all 
those who have more sense than the reet of their 
countrymen. 

However that he, I shall begin by telling you very 
bluntly, that if you really intend to bring about any 
reformation in this kingdom, you will certainly miaa 
your end, and for this simple reason, because you are 
absolutely mistaken in the meanfi. 

Physicians affirm, that before any vicious habits can 
be repaired in the natural constitution, it is necessary 
to know and to remove their cause. The same holds 
true in the political. Without this, in both infltances 
we may possibly pat<!h up and palliate, but never can 
effectually cure. 

Now, Sir» give me leave to say, you do not appear 
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to me to have in the least guessed at the true source 
of all our political evils, neither do you seem to be in 
any likelihood of ever acquiring even a glimpse of any 
such knowledge. It is no wonder, therefore, that, in- 
stead of pursuing the true method of cure, you should 
more than once, in the course of your lucubrations, have 
thrown out hints which would actually tend to heighten 
the disease. 

Know then, Sir^ that it is 1 alone who have penetrated 
to the very bottom of all the evil. With infinite pains 
and study I have discovered the certain cause of all 
that national corruption, luxury, and immorality, which 
have polluted our morals ; and of consequence it ia I 
alone who am capable of prescribing the cure> 

But when I lay this sole claim to such discovery^ I 
would be understood to have respect only to the modems. 
To the philosophers among the ancients, and to some 
of their poets, I am well apprised that this invaluable 
secret was well known, as I could prove by numberless 
quotations. It occurs, indeed, so very often in their 
works, that I am not a little surprised how it came to 
escape the observation of a gentleman who seems to 
have been so conversant with those illustrious lamps 
of real knowledge and learning. 

Without farther preface then, what is the true fountain 
of that complication of political diseases which infests 
this nation, but money ? Money ! which, as the Greek 
poet says in my motto, ' May he perish that first 
' invented ; for this it is which destroys the relation of 
' brother and of parent, and which introduces wars and 
' every kind of bloodshed into the world/ 

If this be granted, as it surely must, where is the 
remedy ? Is it not to remove the fatal cause, by ex- 
tirpating this poisonous metal, this Pandora's box, out of 
the nation ? 
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But though the aiivantagefi arisiiig from this abolition, 
are, in my opinion, extremely self-evident; yet as they 
may possibly not strike with equal force upon the 
niinds of others, since no man hath in my memory 
given the least obscure hint of such a project, I rIioU 
mention some few of the greatest ; and to avoid a com- 
mon place of those authors 1 have above mentioned^ 
I shall confine myself to such instances as particularly 
oSect this country. 

First then, it would effectually put an end to all that 
comiptioo which every man almost complains of, and of 
which every man almost partakes ; for by these means 
those contentions which have begun and continued this 
corruption, and which always will continue it, will im- 
mediately subside. The straggle will be then, not who 
shall serve their country in great and difficult posts and 
employments ; but who shall be excused from serving 
it ; and the people being left to themselves, will always 
fix upon the most capable, who, by the fundamental laws 
of our constitution, will be compelled to enter into their 
fwrvice. Thus a certain method called election, which is 
of very singular use in a nation of freedom, will be again 
revived ; otherwise it may possibly sink only to a name. 

For though I admit it possible, that bare ambition 
may incite some persons to attempt employments for 
which they are utterly unfit, yet the very powers ot 
bribery would be thus taken away, or would be rendered 
ao public, that it would then be eaeily within the power 
ot the law to suppress it ; for no man could distribute a 
herd ot cattle, or a flock of sheep in private. 

Secondly, this method would effectually put a stop to 
luxury, or would reduce it to that which was the lusury 
of OUT anceetora, and which may more properly be called 
hospitality* 

Thirdly, it would be ot the highest advantage to trade, 

VOL, X, V 
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for it would prevent our dealing any longer with those 
blood -sucking nations, who take not our own commodities 
in barter for theirs. This kind of traffic, I might perhaps 
ho expected to apeak more favourably of, as it so plainly 
tenda to remove the evil of which I complain, and in 
process of time would possibly eSect that excellent 
purpose. But I muat observe, that however advan- 
tageous the end may be, the means are not so advisable ; 
nay^ ii we suffer any money to remain among us, I think 
there may be good reasons shewed, why we should retain 
aa much aa we can. It is often, indeed, iDiachievoua to 
do that by halves, which it would be highly useful to do 
effectually ; for thia must certainly be allowed, that, 
while money is permitted to be the representative of all 
things, as it is at present, none but a nation of idiots 
would constantly put it into the hands of their enemies. 

Fourthly, it would restore certain excellent things, 
BUch as piety, virtue, honour, goodness, learning, &o, 
all which are totally abolished by money, or so counter- 
feited by it, that no one can tell the true from the 
false ; the word rich, indeed, is at present considered 
to signify them all j but of this enoupfh may be found 
in the old philosophers and poets, whom I have before 
mentioned. 

Apain, how desirous would the lawyers be to put a 
speedy end to a suit, or the physical people to a disease, 
if once my gcheme should take place ? It may be said, 
indeed, that they would then carry away men's goods 
and chattels, as they do now from those who have no 
money ; but I answer, that this is done in order to 
convert them into money ; for otherwise they would 
hardly admit the ragged and lousy bed of a poor wretch 
into their houses. 

For the same reason my scheme would effectually put 
an end to all robberies ; a matter which seems so much 
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to puzzle the legislature ; for though our goods are aome- 
times stolen as well as our money, yet the former are only 
taken in order to convert them into the latter. It la not 
the use, but the value of a watch, snuff-box, ar ring, that 
is considered by the robber, who always thinks with 
Hudibras, 



What \& the wortb of any thing, 
But BO much money lu *twill bring ] 



hi shall add but one particular more ; which is, that 
my scheme would most certainly provide for the poor, 
and that by an infallible {perhaps the only infallible) 
' method, by removing the rich. Where there are no 
rich, there will of consequence be found no poor ; 
} for Providence hath in a wonderful manner provided 
in every country a plentiful subsistence for a\l its in- 
habitants ; and where none abound, none can want. 

Having long meditated on this excellent scheme, so 
long that, if you will believe some people, I have 
cracked my brain, 1 was resolved to acqoit myself, and 
to shew by way of example, how fully I was convinced 
of the trnth of my principles. I therefore converted an 
estate of three hundred pounds a year into money ; of this 
I put a competent sum in my pocket, and took my next 
heir with me upon the Thames, where I began to unload 
my pocketfl into the water. But I had scarce discharged 
three handfuls, before my heir seized me, and with the 
aBsistance of the waterman, conveyed me back to i^hore. 
I was for a day secured in an apartment of my own 
house ; and thence the next morning by a conspiracy 
among my relations, brought hither, where I am like to 
remain, till the rest of mankind return t« their senses. 
I am^ Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

&Il3AKGUBU3. 
P 2 
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Siniictt in vidgv§ Tucncnt Gcempla regtTUum. Claudiak. 
The creatures viU cndcftToui to ape their betters* 

There arc many phrases that custom renders familiar to 
our ears, which, when looked into, and closely examined^ 
will appear extremely strange, aad of which it must 
greatly puzzle a very learned etymologist to account for 
the original. 

Of this sort is the term, People of Fashion. An ex- 
pression of such very ccimmon use^ and so universally 
understood, that it is entirely needless to set dawn here 
what is meant by it; but how it first acquired ita pre- 
sent meaning, and became a title of honour and distinc- 
tion, is a point, I apprehend, of no small difficulty to 
determine. 

I have on this occasion consulted several of my friends 
who are well skilled in etymology. One of these traces 
the word Fashion through the French language up to 
the Latin. He brings it from the verb facio, whicfa* 
among other things, signifies to do. Hence he supposes 
People of Fashion^ according to the old derivation of 
lucus a non lucendc, to be spoken of those who do no- 
thing, But this is too general, and would include all 
the beggars in the natioo. 

Another carries the original no farther than the French 
word FacfiUf which is often used to sigrufy affectation. 
This likewise will extend too far, and will comprehend 
flttornies' clerks, apprentices, milliners, mantua-makers, 
and an infinite number of the lower people. 
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A third will bring fashion from -^ao-ts- This ia the 
genitive plural makes ^Q.cff^b>v, which in English is the 
very word. According to him, by People of Fashion, 
are meant people whose eaBence coaaistetU in appear- 
ances, and who, while they seem to be something, are 
really nothing. 

But though I am well apprised that much may be 
said to support this derivation, there is a fourth opinion, 
which, to epeak in the proper language, hath yet a more 
smiling aspect. This supposes the word Fashion to be a 
corruption from Fascination, and that these people were 
formerly believed by the vulgar to be a kind of con- 
jurora, and to possess a species of the black art. 

In support of this opinion, my friend urges the u.se 
which these people have always cnade of the word Cir- 
cle, and the pretence to be inclosed in a certain circle, 
like 3o many conjurors, and by such means to keep the 
vulgar at a diBtance from them. 

To this purpose likewise be quo tea the phrases, a 
polite circle, the circle of one's acquaintance, people 
that live within a certain circle, and many others. From 
all which he infers, that in those dark and ignorant ages, 
when conjurors were held in more estimation than they 
are at present, the credulous vulgar believed these peo- 
ple to be of the number, and consequently called them 
People of Fascinalio% which hath been since corrupted 
into People of Fashion. 

However whimsical this opinion may seem, or however 
far-fetched the derivation may sound to those who have 
not ranch considered the barbarous corruption of lan- 
guage, I must observe in its favour, how difficult it is, 
by any other method, to account not only for that odd 
phrase. People of Fashion ; but likewise for that circle 
within which those people have always aSeeted to live. 

Even now, when conjurors have been long laughed 
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out of tte world, tte pretence to the circle is never- 
theless maintaiiicd, and within the circle the People of 
Fascination do actually iasiet upon livitg at this day. 

It is moreover extremely pleasant to observe what 
wonderful care theae people take to preserve their circle 
safe and inviolate^ and with how jealous an eye they 
guard against any intrusion of those ^hom they are 
pleased to call the vulgar ; who are on the other hand 
aa vigilant to watch, and aa active to improve every 
opportunity of invading this circle, and breaking into iL 

Within the memory of many now living, the circle 
of the People of Fascination included the whole parish 
of Covent Garden, and great part of St. Giles's in the 
Fields ; but here the enemy broke in, and the circlft 
was presently contracted to Leicester-Fields, and Golden- 
Square. Hence the People of Fashion again retreated 
before the foe to Hanover-Square ; whence they were 
once more driven to Grosvenor-Squaic, and even beyond 
it, and that with anch precipitation, that, had they not 
been stopped by the walls of Hyde-Paxk, it is more than 
probable they would by this time have arrived at Ken- 



emgton. 



In many other instances we may remark the same 
flight of these people, and the same pursuit of their 
enemies. They first contrived a certain vehicle called 
a hackney -eoftcb, to avoid the approach of the foe in 
the open streets. Hence they were eoon routed, and 
obliged to take shelter in coaches of their owb» Nor 
did this protect them long. The enemy likewise in 
great numbers mounted into the same armed vehicles.* 
The People of Fascination then betook themselves to 
cbaire ; in which their exempt privileges being again 
invaded, I am informed that several ladies of quality 
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have bespoke a kind of couch aomcwhat like the Lec- 
tiea of the Komana ; in which they are next winter to 
be carried through the atreeta upon men*a shoulders. 

The reader wiU be pleased to observe, that, besides the 
local circle which I have described above, there is an 
imaginarj" or figurative one, which is invaded by every 
imitation of the vulgar. 

Thus those People of Fascination, or, if they like it 
better, of Fashion, who found it convenient to remain still 
in coaches, observing that several of the eaemy had lately 
exhibited arms on their vehicles, by which taeana those 
ornaments became vulgar and common, immediately 
ordered their own anna to be blotted out. and a cypher 
substituted in their room ; perhaps cunningly contrived 
to rcpreaent themselves ioatead of their ancestors. 

Jsuraberlesa are the devices made use of by the People 
of Fashion of both sexes, to avoid the pursuit of the 
vulgar, and to preserve the purity of the circle. Some- 
times the periwig covers the whole beau, and he peeps 
forth from the midst like an owl in an ivy-bush ; at 
other times his ears stand up behind half a dozen hairs, 
and give you the idea of a different animal. Sometimes 
a large black bag, with wings spread as broad as a ra- 
ven's, odoms his back ; at other times, a little lank silk 
appears like a dead black-bird in his neck. To-day he 
borrows the tail of a rat, and to-morrow that of a 
monkey; for he wiU transform himself into the likeness 
of the vilest animal^ to avoid the reeeniblance of his own 
dpecies. 

Nor are the ladies less watchful of the enemy's motions, 
or leas anxious to avoid them. What hoods and hats, and 
caps and coifs, have fallen a sacrifice in this pursuit ! 
Within my memory the ladies of the circle covered their 
lovely necks with a cloak; this being routed by the 
eoemy, was exchanged for the mantcel ; this again was 
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succeeded by the pelorine ; the pclorine by the neckatee ; 
the neckatee by the capuchinc ; which hath now Btood 
its ground ^ long time, but not without v*iriou8 changes 
of colour, shape, ornaments, &c. 

And here I must not pass by the many admirable arts 
made use ot by these ladies, to deceive and dodge their 
imitatora ; when they are hunted out in any favourite 
mode, the method is to lay it by for a time, and then to 
resiime it again all at once, when the enemy least expect 
it. Thus patches appear and disappear several times ia 
a season, I have myeelf seen the enemy in the pit, with 
faces all over spotted like the leopard, when the circle in 
the boxes have, with a conscious triumph, displayed tbeir 
native alabaster, without a simple blemish, though they 
had a few evenings before worn a thousand ; within a 
month afterwards the leopards have appeared in the 
boxes, to the great mortification of the fair faces in the 
pit. 

In the same manner the ru3, after a long diacontiQix- 
ance, some time since be^an to revive in the circle, and 
advanced downwards, till it almost met the tucker. But 
no sooner did the enemy pursue, than it Vciniahed all at 
once, and the boxes became a collection of little hills of 
snow, extremely delightful to the eyes of every beholder. 

Of all the articles of distmction the hoop hath stood 
the longest, and with the most obstinate resistance. In> 
stead of giving way, this, the more it hath been pushed, 
hath increased the more ; till the enemy hath been com- 
pelled to give over the pursuit from mere necessity ; it 
being found impossible to con%'ey seven yards of hoop 
into a hackney coach, or to slide with it behind a 
counter. 

But as I have mentioned some of the arts of the circle, 
it would not be fair to be silent as to those of the enemy, 
among whom a certain citizen's wife diatinguished herself 
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veiy remarkably, and appeared long in the very top of 
the mode. It was at last, however, discovered, that she 
used a very unfair practice, and kept a private correspon- 
dence with one o£ those milliners who were entrusted with 
all the secrete of the circle. 
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■Me litenUtu atidti doouere parenlfSi H&rt. 

My fitber was a fool. 
When he aeat me to whool. 



MS.. CfiVSOR, 

It hath been a common observation, ' That great 
* scholars know nothing of the world/ Th<* reason of 
this is not, aa generally It is imagined* that the Greet 
and Latin languages have a natural tendency to vitiate 
the human understanding; but in solemn truth, gentle- 
men who obtain an early acquaintance with the manners 
and customs of the ancients, &re too apt to form their 
ideas of their otiti times, on the patterns of ages which 
bear not the least resemblance to them. Hence they 
have fallen into the greatest errors and abaurditiea ; and 
iience, I suppose, was derived the observation above 
mentioaed. 

Numberless are the instances which m^y be produced 
of these errors of the literati ; so many indeed, that I have 
often thought there is no less difference between those 
notions of the world whit^h are drawn from letters, and 
those which are drawn from men, than there is between 
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tlie ideas of the huuiao complexion which are conceived 
by one in perfect health and one in the jaundice. 

Let us suppose a man, possessed of this jaundice of 
literature, conveyed Into the levees of the great* What 
notion will he be likely to entertain of the several 
persoDB who compose that illuatrioua assembly, from 
their behaviour ? How will he be puzzled when he is 
told that he hath before his eyes a number of freemen ? 
How much more will he be amazed when he hears that 
all the servility lie there beholds anses only from an 
eager desire nf being permitted tn serve the public, ? 

Again, convey the same gentleman to a hunting -match, 
a horserace, or any other meeting of patriots ; will he 
not immediately conclude from all the roaring and rant- 
ing, the hallowing and huzzaing, the gaming and drink- 
ing, which he will there observe, that he is actually 
present at the orgia of Bacchus, or the celebration of 
some such festival ? How then will he be astoniahed to 
find that he is in the company of a set of honest fellows, 
who are the guardians of liberty^ and are actually getting 
drunk in the service of their country. 

Introduce him next to a drum or a rout, and if the 
blaze of beauty doth not blind him to any other contem- 
plation, how gre-atly superior will he think the British 
ladies to all those of Greece and Rome — at their needles ¥ 
when he views all the exquisite decorations of art which 
set oS the persons of his fair countrywomen, how will he 
deapi&c all the compliments paid heretofore to the person- 
ages of the Greek and Roman ladies of quality, who 
claimed a preference over each other from their superior 
skill in handling their needles ? But what must be his 
amazement, when he is assured, that not one of these 
ladies ever handled any auch instrument ; that all the 
omamenta of the best dressed woman there are owing 
to the handiwork of othera, and that the whole busineas 
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of the liy&s of all present^ ig only to toss about from the 
one to the other certaiu pieces of painted paper, beiug a 
pastime common to grown persona and children ; with 
this difference only, t^at the former play for the higher 
wagers ! 

What idea can we suppose such a person could gdd- 
ceive of the word Beau ; and if he c^uld have no 
adequate notion of the word, much leee would he be 
able to obtain any such notion of the thing ! Should 
he behold a little dapper effeminate spark, carried 
through tbe sunshine in a soft machine by two labourers ; 
his body dressed in all the tineel which serves to trick up 
a harlot, and his hair appearing to have been docked by 
the same tire-woman with hers ; would such a sight as 
this tecal to the mind of our learnntl friend any image of 
a Greet and Roman soldier ; or could he be easily per- 
suaded, that the insect before his eyes was a military 
commander ; in rank a centurion, or perhaps a tribune T 

In one particiUar, and in one alone, it is possible he 
might form a true judgment. The many eulogiums on 
the chastity of the ancient Spartan and Roman dames, 
and on the eKtraordinary modesty of their young females 
of rank, must give him a perfect idea of our present 
ladies of fashion. 

With this single exception, I think I may aver, that a 
scholar, when he first comes to this town from the uni- 
verBity, comes among a set of people, as entirely un- 
known to him, and of whom he hath no more heard 
or read, than if he was to be at once translated into 
one of the plaoets ; the world in the town and that in 
the moon being equally strange to him and equally 
unintelligible. 

How wise therefore is the conduct of the present age, 
in laying aside that foolish custom of out ancestors, who 
used to throw away many of the most precious years of 



i 



76 THE COVENT-GARDEN JOUENAL. 

their aona* lives by coafiniog them to schools and univer- 
SLties ; where what they learnt, was so £ar from being of 
any use to them upon their coming into the world, as it is 
called, that it served oniy to puzzle and mislead them. 
They were indeed obliged t^ unlearn all that had been 
taught them, before they could acquire that useful know- 
ledge mentioned in the beginning of my paper. 

Whereas by the present method of bringing youth to 
town, about the age of fifteen or Bixtecn* and entering 
them immediately in those several schools, where the 
knowledge of the world is taught; such as the play- 
houses, gaming-houses, and bawdy-bouaes ; a young gen- 
tleman of any tolerable docility, becomes at the age of 
eighteen a perfect master of all the knowledge of the world 
at home ; and it ia then a proper time (or him to set out 
on his travels into foreign parts, and to make himself 
acquainted with the world abroad. — This completes Lis 
education ; and he returns at one-and-twenty. a most 
accomplished fine gentleman ; having visited all the 
principal courts of Europe, and become versed in al! 
their fashions at a season of life when our dull fore- 
fathers knew nothing of those foreign people but from 
history, nor even of their countries but from geography. 

It was my misfortune, however, to have a father of the 
antique way of thinking ; by which means. 1 lost the best 
part of my youth in turning over those books in which I 
have said there is little useful to be learned. I remember 
a passage out of Horace, who is the best ol them, and 
who seems to be very particularly a favourite of yours^ 
His words are these. 

Spem nos teittl inchoate longam. 

Which may be thus rendered after your paraphrasl^cal 
manner; 'The shortness of life affords no time for a 
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* tedious education/ How many 
acquaintaBce have I known to 



indeed oi my own 
die of old age at 
twenty-five ! so that by the ancient method of educat- 
ing our sons at schoola and univeraitie?, a great part 
of them will be in danger of going out of the world 
before they know any thing of it, 

Lile (aftjB Mr, Pope) can little more supply, 
Jl * Tbflii just to took about us, and to die. 

Ifi it not therefore the duty of a father to give his son 
an opportunity of looking about hira as soon aa he can ? 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Tom Telltrute. 



No. 44, TUESDAY, June 2, 1752- 



— hone, ne te 

Fnjstrere, insanit el tu. — HoR. 

My good fri«ndr do not decdre tby^lf ; foi with all tbj chantyj thou 
also ftrt b silly fellow, 

I HAVE in a former paper endeavoured to shew, that a 
rich man without charity is a rogue ; and perhaps it 
would be no difficult matter to prove, that he is also a 
fooL If a man, who doth not know hia true interest, 
may be thought t^ deserve that appellation ; in what 
light shall we behold a Christian, who neglects the culti- 
vation of a virtue which is in Scripture said to wash 
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0,P0y ku #uu* umI vitbont which all his other good 
deeds rMBmn. icndo- him acceptable in the ^ht of his 
Creator aftd Bcdeem^. 

Even ID this woild, it ift sorely much too dattow a 
yieir to ccMifine a man's interest merely to that which 
loads his coffers. To porane that which is most capable 
of eiving **'"■ happiness b indeed the interest of every 
man : and there are many who find great pleasure in 
emptving their purses with this view to one who hath 
no other satisfaction than in filling it. Now what can 
ffive greater happiness to a good mind than the reflection 
on having relieved the misery, or contributed to the well- 
being, of his fellow-creature T It was a noble sentiment 
of the worthy Mr. Thomas Firmin, ' That to relieve the 
^ poor, and to provide work and subsistence for them, 
' gave to him the same pleasure as magnificent buildings, 
' pleasant walks, well-cultivated orchards and gardens, 
' the jollity of music and wine, or the charms of love 
' and study, gave to others/ This is recorded in the life 
of a plain citizen of London, and it as well deserves to 
be quoted as any one apophthegm that is to be found 
in all the works of Plutarch. 

A Christian therefore, or a good man, though no 

Christian^ who is void of charity, is ignorant of his own 

I intereet, and may with great propriety be called a silly 

-fellow. Nay, if we will believe all the great writers 

jwhom I cited in my former paper, to which I might add 

j Plato and many more, a mere human being who places 

all his happiness in selfish considerations, without any 

relativo virtue's* any regard to the good of others, is, in 

plain trutiis a downright fool, 

I h)iv«« been encouraged to treat the want of charity 
with tho more freedom, as I am certain of giving little 
ofiene«« h> any of my readers by so doing. Charity is, 
in factv the verv characteriatic of tins nation at this 
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time. — I believe we may challenge the whole world to 
parallel the examples which we have of late given of 
this aensible, this noble, this Chriatiaa virtue, 

Wc cannot therefore surely be arraigned of foUy, from 
the want of charity; but U our wisdom altogether as 
apparent in the manner of exerting it ? I am afraid the 
true answer here would not be so much to our advantage. 
Are out private dcuatioiiB generally directed by our judg- 
ment to those who are the propert^st objects ? Do not 
vanity, whim, and weakness, too often draw our purae- 
Btrings ? Do we not sometimes give because it is the 
fashion, and sometimes because we cannot long regiat 
importunity 1 May not our charity be often termed ex- 
travagance or folly I nay> is it not often vicious, and 
apparently tending to the increase and encouragement 
of idle and dissolute persons ? 

It would be almost endless to attempt to be particular 
<jn this head* I shall mention therefore only one instance* 
namely, the giving our money to common beggars. Ttiia 
kind of bounty is a criiDe against the public. It ia 
assisting in the continuance and promotion of a nuisance. 
Our wise ancestors prohibited it by a law» which wouJd 
probably have remained in force and uac to this day, 
had not the legislature conceived, that» after the severe 
penalties which have been since inflicted on beggars, 
none would have the boldness to become such ; and 
that* after the sufficient legal provision which hath been 
made for the poor, no persons would have so little regard 
either to common sense or to the public as to relieve 
them. 

But instead of staying to argue with such people, I 
shall hasten to the other branch of charity, which is of 
a public nature ; of which there are many species in this 
kingdom. 

The origin of this kind. of charity was no better than 
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priestcraft and auperatition. When men began to perceive 
the near approach of that great enemy of human nature 
who WEB to deprive them of all their ill-gotten posses- 
sions, and not only so^ but might, as they apprehended, 
deliver them into the hands of an Almighty justice, to 
punish them for all those knavish arts by which these 
possessions were acquired ; the priest stepped in, took 
advantage of the terrors ol their consciences ; and per- 
suaded them, that by consigning over a great part (Bome- 
timea the whole) of their acquisitions to the use of the 
church, a pardon for all kind of villainy was sure to be 
obtained. 

In this attempt the priest found but little difficulty 
when he had to do with a mind tainted with superstition, 
and weakened with disease ; especially when he could 
back all his other arguments with one truth at least, 
namely, — Give us that which you can by no possible means 
keep any longer yourse/j\ 

Thus the unwilling will, as Dr Barrow pleasantly calls 
it, was at last signed. The fruits of fraud and rapine 
were trusted to the use of the church, and the greatest 
rascals died very good saints, and their memories were 
consecrated to honour imd good example, 

How notably these attempts succeeded ia well known 
to all who are versed either in our law or our history. 
So common was it for men to expiate their crimes in 
this manner ; and to &tish all their other robberies, by 
robbing their heirs ; that had not the legislature often 
and stoutly interfered in crushing these superstitious (or 
as they were called charitable) uses, they seemed to have 
bid fair for Bwallowing up the whole property of the 
nation. 

In process of time, however, the lawyer came to the 
asfliEtance of the priest ; (for, like the devil, he ia always 
ready at hand when called for) and formed a distinction 



TRE COVENT^OAI^DEN JOUIINAL. 



81 



between the superstitious and charitable use. Henoe- 
forward, instead of robbing their relations ior the uae 
of the church, a method was devised of robbing them 
for the uae of the poor. Hence poor-houses, alms-houses, 
collegeB, and hospitals, began to present themselves to the 
view of all travellers, being always situated in the most 
public places, and bearing the name and title of the 
generous founder in vast capital letters ; a kind of KTHMA 
ES. AEi, a monument of his glory to all generations. 

ThuB we see the foundation of this kind of charity, 
and a very strong one it is, being indeed no other than 
fear and vanity, the two strongest passions which are to 
be found in human nature. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that I have omitted a 
third, which some may imagine to be the strongest and 
greatest of all, and this ia benevolence, or the love oi 
doing good ; but that these charitable legacies have no 
such motive, appears to m^; from the following con- 
siderations : 

First, if a man was possessed of real benevolence, aid 
had (as he must then have) a delight in doing good, he 
would no more defer the enjoyment of this satisfaction 
to hifl death-bed, than the ambitious, the luxurious, or 
the vain, would wait till that period for the gratification 
of their several passions. 

Secondly, if the legacy be, as it often ia, the first 
charitable donation of any consequence, I can never 
allow it poaaible to arise from benevolence ; for he who 
hath no compassion for the distressee of his neighbours 
whom he hath seen, how should he have any pity for the 
wants of posterity which he will never see T 

Thirdly, if the legacy be, as is likewise very common, 
to the injury of his family, or to the disappointment of 
Ms own friends in want, this is a certain proof that iiis 
motive is not benevolence ; for he who loves not his 

VOL- I. o 
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own friends and lelationSr most certainlj' loveB no other 
person. 

Lastly, if a man hath tived any time in the world, be 
must have observed such horrid and notorious abuses of 
all public charities, that he must be convinced (with a 
very few exceptions) that he will do no manner of good 
by contributing to them. Some, indeed, are so very 
wretchedly contrived in their institution, that they seem 
not to have had the public utility in their view ; but to 
have been mere jobs ah initio. Such are all hospitals 
whatever, where it is a matter of favour to get a 
patient admitted, and where the forms of adnJasion 
are so troublesome and tedious, that the properest 
objects (those I mean who are most wretched and 
friendless) may as well aspire at a place at court as 
at a place in the hospital. 

From what I have here advanced I know I have 
rendered myself liable to be represented by malice and 
ignorance as an enemy to all public charity : I hope to 
obviate this opinion effectually in a future paper, in 
which I shall endeavour to point out who are really 
the objects of our benevolence, as well as to propose 
some expedients by which the obstructions which attend 
some of our best-calculated charities of the public 
kind may be removed, I cannot, however, conclude 
this, without paying a compliment to the present age 
for two glorious benefactions, I mean that to the use 
of the foundling infants, and that for the accommodation 
of poor women in their lying-in. 



TEE COVBNT'OAEDEN JOUHNAL. 



B8 



No. 47, SATURDAY, Juke 13, 1752. 



Sen fUhes acderataf StL, Itali 

Q ye wick«d rasc&Uiona I 



It may seem strange that none of our political writers 
in their learned treatises on the Enghsh constitution 
should take notice of any more than three eatates, 
namely, Kings, Lords, and Commone, all entirely passing 
by in silence that very large and powerful body which 
form the fourth estate in this coimnumtj% &nd have been 
long digniiied and distinguished by the name of The 
Mob. 

And thiB will seem etiti the more strange, when we 
consider that many of the great writers above mentioned 
have moat incontestably belonged to this very body. 

To say precisely at what time this fourth estate began 
first to figure in this commonwealth, or when the foot- 
steps of that power which it enjoys at this day were first 
laid, must appear to be a matter of the highest difficulty, 
perhaps utterly impossible, from that deplorable silence 
which I have just mentioned. Certain however it is, 
that at the time of the Norman conquest, and long after- 
wards* the condition of this estate was very low and 
mean, those who composed it being in general called 
villains ; a word which did not then bear any very 
honourabiti ideas, though not so bad a one perhaps &i 
it hath since acquired^ 

The part which thia fourth estate scema anciently ^ 
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have claimed, was to watch over and controui the other 
three. Thia indeed they have seldom asserted in plain 
words, which is posaibly the principal reason why our 
historiana have never explicitly assigned them tbeit share 
of power in the constitution, though this estate have so 
often exercised it, and so clearly asserted their right to 
it by force of arms ; to wit, by fiats, staves, knives, clubs, 
scythes, and other such offensive weapons. 

The firat inatauce which I remember of this was Ln the 
reign o! Richard I. when they espoused the cause of 
religion ; of which they have been always stout defenders, 
and destroyed a great number of Jew3» 

In the same reign we have another example in William 
Fitz-Osborne, alias Longbeard, a stout asserter of the 
rights of the fourth estate. These rights he defended 
in the city of London, at the head of a large party, and 
by force of the arms above-mentioned; but was over- 
powered, and lost his life by means of a wooden machine 
called the gallows, which hath been very fatal to the 
chief champions of this estate ; as it was in the reign of 
Henry III, to one ConetantiDe, who having, at the head 
of a London mob, pulled down the house of the high- 
steward of Westminster, and committed some other little 
disordt^rs of the like kind, maintained to the chief jus- 
ticiary's face, ' that he had done nothing punishable by 
Maw/ i.G, 'contrary to the rights of the fourth estate/ 
He shared however the same fate with Mr. Fitz-Osborne- 

We find in this reign of Henry III. the power of the 
fourth estate grown to a very great height indeed ; for, 
whilst a treaty was on foot between that king and his 
barons, the mob of London thought proper not only to 
insult the queen with all manner of foul language, but 
likewise to throw stones and dirt at her. Of which 
asBertion of their privilege we hear of no other conse- 
quence than that the king was highly displeased ; and 
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indeed it seems to be allowed hv most writers, that the 
Mob in this instance went a little too far, 

In the time of Edward IL there is another fact upon 
record of a more bloody kind, though perliaps not more 
indecent ; for the Bishop of Exeter being a little too busy 
in endeavouring to presen-^e the city of London for the 
king his master, the Mob were pleased to cut his head 

I omit many leeeer instances, to come to that glorious 
assertion of the privileges of the Mob under the great 
and mighty Wat Tyler, when they not only Iflid their 
claim to a share in the government, but in truth to 
exclude all the other estates ; for thia purpose, one John 
Staw, or Straw, or Ball, a great orator, who was let out 
of Maidstone gaol by the Mob, in hia harangues told them, 
that as all men were sons of Adam, there ought to be 
no distinction ; and that it waa their duty to reduce all 
men to perfect equality. This they immediately set 
about, and to do it in the most effectual manner, they cut 
<jff the heads of all the nobility, gentry, clergy, &c, who 
fell into their hands. 

With these desi^s they eccamped in a large body 
,t Biackhcath, whence they sent a message to king 
Richard 11. to come and talk with them, in order to 
settle the government ; and when this was not complied 
with, they marched to London, and the gates being 
opened by their friends, entered the city, burnt and 
plundered the Duke of Lancaster's palace, that of the 
archbifhop, and many other great houses, and put to 
death all of the other three estates with whom they met» 
among whom was the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
lord treafiurer. 

The unhappy end of this noble enterprise is so well 
Vnown, that it need not be mentioned. The leader being 

ken oS by the gallantry of the lord mayor, the whole 
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sxmjt like a body when the head is severed, fell inBtantly 
to the ground ; whence many were afterwards lifted to 
that fatal machine, which is above taken notice of, 

I shall pass by the exploits of Cade and Ket, and 
others. I think I have clearly demonstrated, that there 
is such a fourth estate as the Mob, actually existing in 
our constitution ; which though, perhaps, for very politic 
reasons, they keep themaelves generally like the army of 
Mr. Bayes, in disguise, have often issued from their 
lurking places, and very stoutly maintained their power 
and their privil?fie8 in this community. 

Nor hath this estate, or their claims, been unknown to 
the other three ; on the contrary, we find in our statute 
books, numberless attempts to prevent their growing 
power, and to restrain them at least within some bounds ; 
witness the many laws made against ribands, roberdamen, 
drawlatcbes, wasters, rogues, vagraota, vagabonds ; by 
all whichj and many other names, this fourth estate^ hath 
been from time to time dignified and distinguished. 

Under all these appellations they are frequently named 
in our law-books ; but I do not perfectly remember to have 
seen them mentioned under the term of fourth estate in 
aL my reading; nor do I recollect that any legislative 
or judicial power is expressly allowed to belong to them. 
And yet certain it is, that they have from time imme- 
morial been used to exercise a judicial capacity in certain 
instances wherein the ordinary, courts have been deticient 
for want of evidence ; this being no let or hindrance to 
the adminiatration of justice before the gentlemen who 
compose this fourth estate, who often proceed to judg- 
ment without any evidence at alL Nor must I admit 
the laudable expedition which is used on such occasions, 
their proceedings being entirely free from all those delays 
which are so much complained of in other courts. I 
have indeed known a pickpocket arrested, tried, con- 
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victed, and clucked almost to death, in less time than 
would have been consumed in reading his indictment 
at the Old Bailey. These delays they avoid chiefly by 
ht^ring only one eido of the quostioD, concluding, aa 
Judge Gripus did of old, that the contrary method servea 
only to introduce iocertainty and confuflion. 

I do not however pretend to affirm any thing of the 
legal original of this jurisdiction. I know the learned 
are greatly divided in their opinions concerning thia 
matter, or rather perhaps in their inclinationa ; some 
being unwilling to allow any power at all to this estate, 
and others are stoutly contending, that it would be for 
the public good to deliver the sword of justice entirely 
into theii hands. 

So prevalent hath this latter opinion grown to be of 
modern days, that the fourth estate hath been permitted 
to encroach in a most prodigious manner. What these 
encroachments have been, and the particular causes 
which have contributed to them, shall be the subject 
of my next Saturday's paper. 
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*0 fityiarri rvr Otifc- 

thou greatest of all the deitiea^ 
Modem Impudence ! 

Thbbe is a certain quality which, though univci^al con- 
sent hath not enrolled ib among the cardinal virtues, is 
often found sufficient, of itself, not only to carry it3 pos- 
aessoi through the world, but even to carry him to the 
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top of it. It is almost perhaps unnecessary to inform 
my reader, that the quality 1 mean is impudence ; bo 
dear is this to one female at least* that it effectually 
recommends a man to fortune witbout the assistance 
of any other qualification. She seems indeed to think, 
with the poetj that. 

He who hath but impudt-nce, 



To &1] thiitgjs hath a fair prrtcace 

and accordingly provides that those who want modesty 
fihall want nothing else. 

What are the particular ingrediente of which this 
quality is composed, or what temper of mind is beat 
fitted to produce it, is perhaps difficult to ascertain; so 
far I think experience may convince ne, that, like some 
TcgetableB, it will flourish best in the most barren soil. 
To say truth, I am almost inclined to an opinion, that 
it never arrives at any great degree of perfection unless 
in a mjnd totally unincumbered with any virtue, or 
with any great or good quality whatever. It would 
indeed eecm that nature had agreed with fortune in 
setting a high value on impudence, and bad accordingly 
decreed, that those of her children who had received 
this rich gift at her hands were amply provided for 
without any further portion. 

And surely ib is not without reason that I call this 
the gift of nature ; indeed, genius itself is not more so. 
We may here apply a phrase which the French use on 
an occasion not so proper to be mentioned, and affirm, 
* That it ia not in the power of every man to be im- 
' pudent who would be so.' A man bom without any 
genius may as reasonably hope to become such a poet 
as Homer, or such a critic as Longinus, as one bom 
without any impudence can pretend, without any meritf 
to aaplie to thcsQ characters. 
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Though nature however must give the seeds, art may 
cultivate them. To improve or to depress their growth 
is greatly within the power of education. To lay down 
the proper precept lor this puTpoee would require a 
large treatiae, and such I may possibly publish here- 
after. In the meantime it shall suffice to mentioti only 
two rules, which may he partly collected from what I 
have above asserted, and which are of universal use. 
This is with the utmost care to suppress and eradicate 
every seed or principle of what is any wise praiseworthy 
out of the mind : and, secondly, to preserve this in the 
purest state of ignorance, than which nothing more 
contributes to the highest perfection and consummation 
of impudence ; the more a man knows, the more 
inclined is he to be modest; it is Indeed within the 
province only o( the highest human knowledge to sur- 
vey itB own narrow compass. 

It may, I think, be predicated in favour of impudencej 
that it Js the quahty which, of all others, we are capable 
of carrying to the greatest height; so far, indeed, that 
did not the strongest force of evidence convince ua of 
the truth of some examples, we should be apt to doubt 
the possibility of their existence. What but the concur- 
rent testimony of historians, and the indubitable veracity 
of records, could compel us to believe, that there have 
been men in the world of such astonishing impudence, as, 
in opposition to the certain knowledge of many thousands, 
to take upon themeelvea to personate kings and princes 
as well in their life time as after their death ? and yet 
our own, as well as foreign annals, afford us such in- 
stances. 

But the greatest hero in impudence, whom, perhaps 
the world ever produced, appeared in France at the 
end of the last century. Hia name was Peter Mege, 
and he was a common soldier in the marines. This 
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fellow had the assiatance only of one who had been a 
footman to a certain man of quality, called Scipion le 
Bmn de Castelane, Seigneur de CaiUe et de Rougon, 
a nobleman who had fled from France to Switzerland, 
to avoid a religious persecution. With this confederate 
aIone> Peter Mege had the amazing impudence to per- 
sonate the young Seigneur de Caille, who was at that 
time de&d ; and this in the life-time of the father, in 
defiance of all his noble relatione then in possession of 
his forfeited estate, upon the spot where the young 
gentleman had lived to the age of twenty-one ; and all 
this without the least resemblance of features, ahape, 
01 stature - without being acquainted with any part 
of the history of him whom he wae to represent, or 
being able to give the least account of any of his family ; 
indeed, without being able to write and read. 

But how much more will the reader be surprised t« 
hear, that this most impudent of all attempts succeeded 
80 far as to obtain a soutonce in the parliament of 
Provence in favour of the soldier ? And this success 
would have been final, had not the canton of Berne 
interposed, and obtained an appeal to the parliament 
of Paris, where at last the impostor was defeated. 

To account for all this, and to assuage his reader's 
astonishment, the very ingenious author of the trial, 
when he informs us that this impostor was confronted 
with twenty witnesses, who swore to the identity of 
Peter Mege, and as many more who had been fellow 
Btudente with the young nobleman, and who, on their 
oaths, declared that this Peter was not the person, goes 
on thus : ' But what was most strarge, was the steady 
' countenance of the soldier, which never once betrayed 
' him, nor gave the least symptom of any doubt of hie 
'success. It 13 in vain to form a project of usurping 
' the name of another, to lay your plan ever so regidarly 
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' and dystemabically, if you do not provide yourself with 
' ft stock of impudence to support every attack to which 
' you may be exposed. In such an attempt the forehead 
' must be furni&bed as well without as within ; more 
* indeed wJl depend on the outside : for it is the ateadi- 

■ ne&s of the front, hardiness, or downright audacity, 
' which impose on mankind the most, and make amends 
' for all defects in the understanding. The soldier had 

■ made many blunders ; but his invincible aaaurance re- 
' paid all, and brought over even hia enemies to hiB side.' 
And to say truth, I know scarce any thing to which such 
a degree of assurance is not equal. 

This attempt, indeed, of pereonati&g who you are not, 
seems to be attended with too great difficulties : and to 
succeed in it, is, perhaps, beyond the power of impu- 
dence ; we are not therefore to wonder, that all the 
heroes in this way have been unsuccessful. In fact, 
we ought to fix our whole attention on the undaunted 
impudence of engaging in such a design, and not to 
suffer the defeat to lessen our admiration j but to say 
of such a hero, with Ovid, 



Si n^n ienuit, tnagnis tam^n PTCidil aim$^ 



But if, in personating the wko^ impudence is found 
unequal to the task ; in personating what we are not, it 
is almost sure to come off triumphant. Here I believe 
the undertaker seldom fails, but through his own fault; 
that is, by not being impudent enough. 

My Lord Bacon advises a modest man to shelter his 
vices under those virtues to which they are the nearest 
allied. The avaricious man, he would have to a Sect 
frugahty ; the extravagant, liberality ; and eo oi the rest. 
Now the reverse of this should be the rule of our im- 
pudent man, II you are a blockhead, my friend, be 

sure to commence writer ; and if entirely illiterate, be 



sure to pretend to learning. If you are a coward, be a 
bully, and always talk of feats of bravery ■ if again you 
are a beggar, boast of your riches. In short, whatever 
vice or defect ycu have, set up for its oppofiite virtue 
or endowment. And i! you are possessed of every 
ill quality, you may assert your title to every good 
one. 

The last species of impudence which I shall mention, 
IB to asse.rt openly and boldly what you really are, let 
this be ever -so bad. Own your vices, and be proud of 
them ; and in time, perhape, you may laugh virtue out 
of countenance, and bring your ^nces into fashion* This, 
however, ia a little unsafe to attempt, unless you arc very 
sure of yourself, and of the degree of impudence which 

you possess, A modest woman may be a w e ; but 

to behave with indecency in public, indeed, to throw off 
all that would recommend a woman to a vicioua man of 
rtenae and taste ; to ahow_ as De Roty says of a court 
lady, not the least sense of virtue in the practice of every 
vice ; this requires the highest degree of impudence ; that 
degree, indeed, which is inconsistent with every great or 
good quality whatever. 
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Odi fTo/anum r-nJf/ux. 
I hate Lhir mob. 



Hqk. 



In a former paper I have endeavoured to trace the rise 
and progress of the power of the fourth estate in this 
constitution. I shall now examine that share of power 
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which they actually enjoy at this day, and then pro- 
ceed to consider the several means by which they have 
attained it. 

First, though this estate have not as yet claimed that 
right which was insisted on by the people or mob in old 
Rome, of giving a negative voice in the enacting laws, 
they have clearly exercised this power in controlling their 
execution. Of this it ia easy to give many instances, 
particularly in the case oF the gin-act some years ago ; 
and in those of sBveral turnpikes which have been erected 
against the good-wil! and pleasure of the mob, and have 
by them been demolished. 

In opposing the execution of ancb laws, they do not 
always rely on force ; but have frequent recourse to the 
most refined policy ; for sometimes, without openly 
expressing their disapprobation, they take the most 
effectual means to prevent the carrying a law into 
ejtecution ; those are by discoimtcnancing all those 
who endeavour to prosecute the ofEencea committed 
against it< 

They well know that the courta of justice cannot 
proceed without iuformationa ; if they can stifle these, 
the law of course becomes dead and useless. The in- 
formers therefore in such cases they declare to be 
infamous, and guilty of the crime IcFsm mobUitatis, Of 
this whoever is suspected (which is with them a synony- 
mous term with convicted) is immediately punished by 
buffeting, kicking, stoning, ducking, bemudding, ic, in 
short, by all those means of putting (sometimes quite, 
sometimes almost) to death, which are called by that 
general phrase of mobbing. 

It may, perhaps, be said, that the mob do, even at this 
day, connive at the execution of some laws, which they 
can by no means be supposed to approve. 

Such are the laws against robbery, burglary, and theft. 
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This is, I confess, true ; and I have often wondered that 
it ia so. The reason perhaps ie, the great love which the 
mob have for a holiday, and the great pleasure they take 
in seeing men hanged ; ao great, that, while they are en- 
joying it, they are all apt to forget that this ia hereafter, 
in all probability, to be their own fate. 

In all these matters, however, the power of thi3 eetate 
ia rather felt than seen. It aeerns, indeed, to be like that 
power of the crown of France, which Cardinal de Retz 
compares to those religious myat^riea that are performed 
in the sanctum sanctorum ; and which, though it be often 
exercised, is never ejcpressly claimed. 

In other inatancea the fourth estate is much more 
explicit in their pretensions, and much more constant 
in asserting and maintaining them ; of which I shall 
mention some of the principal. 

First, they assert an exclusive right to the river of 
Thames. It is true, the other estates do nSomelimes 
venture themselves upon the river ; but this is only 
upon sufferance ; for which they pay whatever that 
branch of the fourth estate, called watermen, are pleased 
to exact of them. Nor are the mob contented with all 
these exactions. They grumble whenever they meet any 
persons in a boat, whose dress declares them to be of a 
different order from themselves. Sometimes they carry 
their resentment so far as to endeavour to run against 
the boatj and overset it ; but if they are too good-natured 
to attempt this, they never fail to attack the passengers 
with all kind of scurrilous, abusive, and indecent terms, 
which indeed they claim as their own, and call mob 
language. 

The second exclusive right which they insist on is to 
those parts of the streets which are set apart for the 
foot-pasBcngere. In asserting this privilege, they are 
extremely rigorous ; insomuch, that none of the other 
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orders can walk thioiigt the streets by day without 
being insulted, nor by night without being knocked 
down. And the better to secure these foot-patha to 
themselves, they take effectual care to keep the said paths 
always well blocked up with chairs, wheel-barrows, and 
every other kind of obatruction ; in order to break the 
legs of all those who shall presume to encroach upon 
their privileges by walking the streets. 

Here it wae hoped theii pretensions would have 
stopped ; but it is difficult to set any boimda to ambi- 
tion ; for, having sufficiently efitabliabed this right, they 
now begin to aaaert their right to the whole street, and 
to have lately made such a disposition with their 
waggons, carts, and drays, that no coach can pass 
along without the utmost difficulty and danger. With 
this view we every day see them driviog aide by sidcj 
and sometimes in the broader streets three abreast ; 
again, we see them leaving a cart or waggon in the 
middk of the street, and often set across it» while the 
driver repairs to a neighbouring alehouse, from the 
window of which he diverts himself while he is drinking, 
with the mischief or inconvenience which his vehicle 
occasions. 

The same pretensions which they make to the posses- 
sion of the streets they make likewise to the possession 
of the highways, I doubt not I shall be told they claim 
only an equal right ; for I know it is very usual when 
a carter oi a drayman is civilly desired to make a little 
room, by moving out of the middle of the road either 
to the right or left, to hear the following answer : * D — n 
' your eyes, who are you ? Is not the road, and be d— n'd 
* to you, as free for me as you ? ' Hence it will, I sup- 
pose, be inferred, that they do not absolutely exclude 
the other estates from the use of the common highways. 
But notwithstanding this generous concession in words, 
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I do aver bhia practice ia difEerent. and that a geatlemaD 
may go a voyage at sea with little more hazard than he 
can travel ten miles from the metropolis. 

I shall mention only one claim more, and that a very 
new and a very extraordinary one. It ia the right of 
excluding all women of fashion out of St. James's Park 
on a Sunday evening. This they have lately asserted 
with great vehemence, and have inflicted the punish- 
ment of mobbing on several ladies, who had trans- 
gressed without design, not having been apprised of 
the good pleasure of the mob in this point. And this 
I the rather publish to prevent any such tranagreBsions 
for the future, since it hath already appear^, that no 
degree of either dignity or beauty cau secuie the 
offender.* 

Many things have contributed to raise this fourth 
estate to that exorbitant degree of power which they 
at preaent enjoy, and which seems to threaten to shake 
the balance of our constitution. I shall name only three, 
as tbeae appear to me to have had much the greatest 
share in bringing it about. 

The first is, that act of parliament which was made 
at the latter end of queen Elizabeth's reign, and which 
I cannot help considering as a kind of compromise be- 
tween the other three estates and this. By ttiie act it 
was stipulated, that the fourth estate should annually 
receive out of the possessions oi the others, a certain 
large proportion yearly, upon an implied condition (for 
no such was expressed) that they should sufier the other 
estates to enjoy the rest of their property without loss 
or molestation. 

This law gave a new turn to the minds of the mobility. 
They found themselves no longer obliged to depend on 

* A ludj of gre&t quality, &nd ftdmlrabb beauty, vob mobbed in 
tbo Pack at tills time. 
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the ctarity of their neighbonre, nor oa their own in- 
dustry, tor a maintenance. They now looked upon 
themselves as JDint proprietors ia the land, ^nd cele- 
brated their independency in songs of triumph ; witness 
the old ballad which was in all their mouths. 

HiQg j^orrow, c&si avuy o&rfi ; 
The parish ia boood to &id ua, Jcc. 

A eecond cause of their present elevation has been tho 
private quQrrels between particular members of the other 
estates, who, on such occasions, have done all they could 
on both sides to raise the power ot the mob, in order 
to avail themselves of it, and to employ it against their 
enemies. 

The third, and the last which I shftll mention, is the 
mistaken idea which some particular persons have always 
entertained of the word liberty ; but this will open too 
copious a subject, and shall be therefore treated in a 
future paper. 

But before I dismiss thw I must observe, that there are 
two sorts of persons of whom this fourth estate do yet 
stand in some awe, and whom, consequently, they have 
in great abhorrence : these are a justice of peace, and a 
soldier. To these two it is entirely owing that they have 
not long since rooted all the other orders out of the com- 
monwealth. 



VOL, 5. 




TBS COVBNT-GABDEy JOURNAL. 



No- 51- SATURDAY, June 27, 1752. 



Btx tibi enaU arte* VlBG; 

Theoe moat be your golden mles; 

Of all our manufactures there is none at present in a 
more flourishing condition, or which hath received more 
conBiderable improvement of late years, than the manu- 
facture of paper* To such perfection is this brought at 
present, that it almost proioises to rival the great staple 
commodity of this kingdom* 

The two principal branches of this manufacture are 
carried on by painting and printing. To what a degree 
of excellence the artists are arrived in the former I need 
not mention. Our painted paper is scarcely distinguish- 
able from the finest silk ; and there is scarce a modern 
house which hath not one or more rooma lined with this 
furniture. 

But however valuable this branch may be, it is by no 
means equal to that which is carried on by printing. Of 
such consequence indeed to the public may this part of 
the paper manufacture be made, that I doubt not but that, 
with proper care, it would be capable of finding an ample 
provision for the poor. To which purpose it seems better 
adapted than any other, for a reason which I shall pre- 
sently assign. 

Of printing likewise there are two kinds ; that of the 
rolling, and that of the letter-press, — or perhaps I shall 
be better understood by most of my readers by the terms 
prints and books. 

The former (though of infinitely the less consequence, 
hath been of late much improved ; and though it doth 
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not consume a great quantity of paper, doth however 
employ a great number ot hands. This was formerly 
an inconsiderable buaineas. and very few got their bread 
by it ; but some ingeniouB persona have of latfi so greatly 
extended it, that there are at present almost as many 
print-ahope as there are bakers in this metropolia. 

This improvement hath been owing to a deep pcnctra- 
tion into human nature, by which it hath been discovered, 
that there are two sights which the generality of mankind 
do hunger after with little less avidity than after their 
daily bread. The one ia^ to behold certain parte which 
are severally common to one half of the species exhibited 
to view, in the most amiable and inviting manner ; the 
other is, to see certain faces, which belong to individuals, 
exposed in a ridiculous and contemptible light. By feed- 
ing both which appetites, the print-makers have very 
pleatifully fed themselves. 

I come now to the second branch of printing, namely, 
to that which is performed at the letter-press, and which 
consists of booke, pamphlets, papers, &c. The flourish- 
ing state of this manufacture needs no kind of proof. It 
is indeed certain, that more paper is now consumed this 
way in a week than was formerly the consumption of a 
year. 

To this notable increase nothing perhaps hath more 
contributed, than the new invention of writing without 
the qualifications of any genius or learning. The first 
printers, possibly misted by an old precept in one 
Horace, seem to have imagined that both those ingre^ 
dients were necessary in the writer, and accordingly, 
we find they employed themselves on such samples only 
as were produced by men in whom genius and learning 
concurred ; but modern times have discovered that the 
trade is very well to be carried on without either ; and 
this by introducing several new kind of warea^ the 
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manufacture ol which i& extremely easy, as well aa 
extremely lucrative. The principal of theec are blas- 
phemy, treason, bawdry, and acandaL For in the 
making up oE all these, the qualificatlonB above-men- 
tioned, together with that modesty which is inseparable 
from them, would rather be an incumbrance than of any 
real uae. 

No sooner were these new-faahioned wares brought 
to market, than the paper merchacta, commonly called 
booksellers, found so immense a demand for them, that 
theii buaineas was to find hands sufficient to supply the 
wants of the public. In this, however, they had do 
great difficulty, as the work was so extremely eaay that 
no talents whatever (except that of being able to write), 
not even the capacity of spelling, were requisite. 

The methods, however, which have been used by 
the paper- merchants to make these new-fashioned wares 
universally knowTi are very ingenious, and worthy our 
notice. 

The first of these methods was for the merchant him- 
self to mount in the most public part of the town into 
a wooden machine called the pillory, where he stood for 
the space of an hour, proclaiming his goods to ail that 
passed that way. This was practised with much success 
by the late Mr. Curll, Mr. Mist, and others, who never 
failed of selling several large bales of goods in this 
manner. 

Notwithstanding, however, the profits arising from 
this method of publication* it was not without ob- 
jections ; for several wanton persons among the mob 
were used on such occasions to divert themselves by 
pelting the merchant while he stood exposed on the 
pttUisking stooU with rotten eggs and other mischievous 
implements, by which means he often came off much 
bedaubed, and sometimes not without bodily hurt. 
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Some of the more cunning, therefore, among the 
merchants begau to decline this practice, themselves, 
and employed their understrappers, that is tQ say, their 
writers for such purposes; for it was conceived a piece 
o! blasphemy, bawdry, &c. would be as well sold by 
exhibiting tJie author as by exhibiting the bookseller. 

Of this, probably, they received the first hint from 
the case oE one Mr. Richard Savage, an author whose 
manufactures had long lain uncalled for in the ware- 
house, till he happened, very fortunately for hia book- 
seller, to be found guilty at a capital crime at the Old 
Bailey. The merchant instantly took the hint, and the 
very nest day advertised the worlca of Mr. Savage, now 
under sentence of death tor ranrder. This device suc- 
ceeded, and immediately (to use their phrase) carried off 
the whole impression. 

Encouraged by thia success, the merchant, not doubt- 
ing the execution of hia author, bad very high for his 
dying speech^ which was accordingly penned and de- 
livered. Savage, however, waSj contrary to all expecta- 
tion, pardoned, and would have returned the money ; 
but the merchant insisted on hia bargain^ and published 
the dying speech which Mr. Savage should have made at 
Tyburn, of which, it is probable, as many were sold as 
there were people in town who could read. 

The gallows being thus found to be a great friend to 
the presB, the merchants, for the future, made it their 
chief care to provide themselves with such writers as 
were moat likely to call in this assistance ; in other words 
who were in the fairest way of being hanged : and though 
they have not always Gucceeded to their wish, yet who- 
ever is well read in the productions of the last twenty 
years* will be more inclined perhaps to blame the law 
than the sagncity of the booksellers, 

The whipping-post hath been likewise of eminent use 
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to the same .pupposes ; and though, perhaps, this may 
raise less curic^ity than the gallows, in one iostance, 
at leaflt,,'it''-li^th visibly the advantage ; for an author, 
though He may deserve it often, can be banged but 
onc4^*i>ut he may be whipped several timea, indeed, six 

..times* by one sentence, of which we have lately seen 
m instance in the person of Strond,* who is a strong 

'■proof of the great profits which the paper-merchantB 
derive from the whipping one of their manufacturers. 

Mr. Stroud, in imitation of several eminent persons, 
thought proper to publish an apology for his life- The 
public, however, were less kind to him than they have 
been to other great apologists, and treated hia perform- 
ance with contempt. But no sooner was he tied to the 
cart's tail than the work began to sell in great numbers ; 
and this sale revived with every monthly whipping ; so 
that if he had been whipped, as some imagined he was 
to have been, once a month during life, the merchant 
possibly might have sold as many bales of his works as 
have beeu sold of those of Swift himself. 

I shall conclude with hoping, that, as the merchants 
seem at present to have their eye chiefly on the whip- 
ping-post for the advancement of their manufactures, it 
is to be hoped courts of justice will do all that in them 
lies to encourage a trade of such wonderful benefit to the 
kingdom, and which seems more likely than any other to 
provide a maintenance for our poor ; as no qualification is 
required to the production of these wares besides that of 
being able to write, nor any tools or stock to set up a 
manufacture besides pen and ink, and a small quantity of 
paper ; so that an author may indeed be equipped at a 
cheaper rate than a blacker of shoes. 



* A noted swindler, who wm ordered to be whipped several tiraea 
thiongh the streets* C. 
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No. 63. SATURDAY, July 4, 1752, 



Quid dignum tan£o/eret hie jfTomissvr hiaia ? HoB. 

Wluit trill this goHiooQ be able to perform oft^ this patf 1 



TO THE CENSOR OP GREAT BRITAIN. 



Sir, 



TOXJB predeccsflora in the cenaorahip were used to 
celebrate the several extraordinary personages who ap- 
peared io their time. As I doubt not to find in youtBelf 
the aame good disposition, I here send yon an advertise- 
ment printed in the Daily Advertiser of Monday last ; 
the author of which must, I thinks be esteemed the most 
extraordinary person whom any age hatb produeed. 

' Un Frangois, homme de lettree, eat arrive de Paris k 
Londres, pour y enseigner le Frangoie, la Fabk, la 
Poesie, le Blason, la Philoaophie Fran^oise, le Latin, 
sans exiger aucune etude de son diaciple ; Tetude etant 
un obstacle a sa methode. S*il y a dee temperamena 
trop foibiea pour les contraindre, des caracteres trop vifa 
pour les fixer, dea personnea trop figeea poui s'appliquer 
k r^tudc, et qu'ils veuillent apprendre quelqu^une de 
cea acieneea sur une methode si simple, plus courtet et 
plus solide que tout ce qui a precede ; they are desired 
to enquire at Mr. Bezan9on'3 Snuff-shop in Little-Earl- 
Street, the Black-boy, by the Seven Dials/ 

As it is possible that some of your readers may not 
have yet conversed with this surprising master^ I shall, 
for hia and their sakea, endeavour to lender it in English, 




Thus then ib nms : 

' A Frenchman, a man of learning, is arrived at London 
from Paris* in order to teach the French language. 
Fables, Poetry, Heraldry, French Philosophy^ and the 
Latiu tongue ; without exactmg any study from his 
scliolara, fdl sindy heing an cfjstaclc to his m&hod. If 
there be any constitutiona too weak to bear contradic- 
tion, any characters too lively to be capable of attention, 
any persons too far advanced in life to apply themselves 
to study, and who are willing to learn any of the above 
sciences, by a simple method, and one shorter as well as 
more solid than any which hath been hitherto practised, 
they are desired to enquire,' &c. as above. 



■ I must confess myself so ignorant, that till I read this 
TFOuderful performance, I did not know there was a phi- 
losophy which was peculiar to France, and which went 
under the name of French Philosophy ! Perhaps thia ia 
what ia meant by the French Marqui.* de St- Evremont, 
when he saye, ' Premierement, faime la guerre, apres la 

'guerre Madame de , aprcs Madame de— ^ la reli- 

' gion, apres la religion la philosophie. — Voila ce que 
'j'aime, Morbleii ! * — 'My first paBsion is ike war. my 
' second is Madame de- — - ; my third ia retigiorit and my 
* fourth passion is philosophy. — Now I have told you 
' what my passions are, d — n me ! * In which passage it 
fteems pretty plain, that la philosophie is no other than 
what the French likewise call la dense ; and then it will 
be plain that the artist above-mentioned is no other than 
a dancing -master, to whose method of teaching I do 
readily agree that study is often a very deplorable 
obstacle. 
^ But this will by no means solve all the difficulties ; for 
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though dancing will possibly make a man a great adept 
in the French philosophy, how he mil be able to dance 
into any English ecience, or into the Latin tongue, is 
eomewhab hard to conceive- Perhaps, by French philo- 
sophy, the author means i«hat is alj^o called rindualric &u 
Cart de voier bien les poches, which I must beg to be ex- 
cused from translating into our coarser language ; in bar- 
barons French it may be called the art of pcka de poka. 
But if this be his meaning, I fancy he will be greatly 
deceived in his views, since I believe it is impossible 
to find more able masters than some of his countrymen 
have already shown themaclves here in that art. Nor do 
I believe, that study or intense application can be an 
enemy to this art, since I know several of the English 
who have plodded on all their lives oa this very science, 
and have at last, by mere dint of study, become very 
great proficients in it. 

To say the truth, I am inclined to think, that by a la 
Pkilo&ophie Francpise^ is meant no other than l-a bonne 
iifisurancc ; that assurance which the French alone call 
good, and which, it is very probable, they alone may call 
philosophy. 

And this I the rather conclude to be the undertaker^a 
nieaning. as it is certain that, to the making any consider- 
able progress in this French philosophy, study is of all 
things the greatest obstacle, I have, indeed, observed in 
a lat^ paper, that no man of learning was ever a proficient 
in this art. I must farther observe, that the disciples 
which our master seems to have principally chosen, such, 
I mean, as can bear no contradiction, such as are incapa- 
ble of any attention, and such aged persons who are 
willing, all at once^ without any labour, to leap, as it 
were, into science, axe all excellently adapted to receive 
the strongest and most immediate impressions of this 
philosophy. 
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Nor can I help observing, wliicli is a farther conArma- 
tion of my opinion, how nobly our artist hath contrived 
to convince the world of his fitneas for the task he hath 
undertaken. 1 defy the ingenuity of man to invent a 
better method of conveying to the public, in so few lines, 
an idea of a capacity for any undertaking whatever, than 
this aatonisbing Frenchman hath made use of to show 
thia nation how wel! qualified he is to teach thorn the 
French philosophy, or the good assurance, I will not 
venture to prophesy what success may attend so new and 
so extraordinary a proposaL This, however, I cannot 
avoid remarking, that it seems to indicate what opinion 
of the understandings of the good people of this island 
at present prevails among the French philosophers 
abroad- I am well conviaced, it would be extremely 
difficult to persuade the greatest adept in the good assur- 
ance which this kingdom ever produced, to expect any 
success from such a proposal even among the Hottentots, 
if he could make bimfielf enough understood to publish 
bis scheme among them. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moat humble servant, 

Antigalltoub, 
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No. 54. SATURDAY, July U, 1752. 



Rift jtiiwAftifl ortA 'patenl^^uA 

Such were the heroes of that glonoua r^go. 
That hiunbled to the dual the pride of Bpain. 



YoD have formerly entertained the public by repre- 
senting to them the opinions which posterity will be 
supposed to conceive of the present age ; you will possi- 
bly famish no less amusement to your readers, by casting 
your eyes backwards into our annals, aa the manners of 
their ancestors will, I apprehend, appear no less strange 
to the present age, than the history of these our times 
can be thought hereafter* 

After this short introduction, I shall present yon with a 
curious dialogue which seems to have been written 
towards the end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. I have 
tflken the liberty to modernize the language without 
doing the least violence to the sentiments of the original. 

A QIALOOUE EETWESN MH, EKOLISH, MADAM ENGLISH, MISS 
BIDDY ENGLISH, AND MISTKESS PLUMTREE, THE MISTRESS 
OF THE HOUSE. 

Mfs. Plum. I hope your ladyship is very well this 
morning after the fatigue of your journey, 

SftoiL Eng. Indeed. Mistress Plumtree, I never was 
more fatigued in my life. Four days together upon a 
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hard trottmg horse are enough to tire any one ; besidea 
my pillion was horridly uneasy^ and I rode behind the 
footboy, who was hardly able to support my l<>amng 
against him ; but here's Biddy not in the least the worse 
for her journey. 

Miiss Biddy. Upon my word, mamma, I never was in 
better spirits in my life. My ride hath given me an 
appetite ; I have ate above half a pound of beef-steaks 
this morning for breakfast, 

Mn. Eng^ I could have gone through anything at your 
age» my dear, though 1 was never many miles from home 
before I was married. The young ladies have more 
liberty in these days, than they had formerly. Indeed, 
it was entirely owing to your father's goodness that you 
came to London now. 

Mff!^ Plum. Oh ! Madam, I am sure your ladyship 
would not have left miss in the country. It would have 
been barbarous not to have let her see the Tower, and the 
Abbey, and Bedlam, and two or three playa. 

Mrs. Eng, Fie ! Mrs. Plumtree, with what are you 
filling the child's head ? one play she ia to see and no 
more. The terms are all settled. One play, one new 
gown, and one ruff. But now I mention these things, 
pray, Mrs- Plumtree, what is become of the raantua- 
noaker I employed last parliament when 1 was here ? 

Mrs. Plum. Alas ! poor woman, she is dead ; but I 
can recommend your ladyship to another, one of the 
best in all London ; she makes gowns for the Lady 
Mayoress herself, 

Mrs. Eng. 1 shall be obliged to you, good Mrs, Plum- 
tree, to send for her to-day, for I have three visits to 
make in London, and I shall like to do it in my new 
clothes.— ! Sir John, are you come at last ? Dinner 
hath stayed for you till, I suppose, it is spoiled. It is 
almost two o'clock. 
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Mr. Eng. The house is but just up, my dear. We sat 
very late to-day. I assure you I was invited very much 
to dine with one of our knights of the ahire at his lodg- 
ings ; he had a haunch of venison^ a fat goose, and au 
apple-pie for dinner, and all thia I left for your company, 

Mrs. Eng, Well, Sir John, I do not blame you ; but 
parliament hours are very dreadful things, 

Mr. Eng- We muab suSer some inconveniences for the 
good of our country, and we are employed upon a scheme 
now that is of the utmost consequence to the nation. We 
are going to make such a provision for the poor, that 
there will never be another beggar in the kingdom,* 

Mrs. Plum. I am heartily glad of that ; and I am sure 
it is high time, for it was no longer ago than last summer 
that I saw two poor wretches in one day, actually beg- 
ging in the open street. 

Mt. Eng. Well, dame» and how doth my good friend. 
Master Plumtree, hold it ? We shall have another game 
at lantry-loo- 

Mfs^ Plum, Indeed, Sir John^ you are too hard for my 
husband. You won above ten ehillinga of him la at 
parliament. 

Mrs. Eng. Your family is not hurt by it ; for, I believe, 
you are as much in my debt on the same account ; but I 
beg you will not encourage this girl to play ; for she is 
too much inclined to idleneaa. 

Miss Bidd^. Nay, mamma, I am sure I never desire to 
play but in the Christmas holidays. 

Mrs, Plum. ! Madam, Miss titII have something else 
to think on. Here is a young squire that lodges in our 
neighbourhood. A fine hardy young spark. There are 

* Bj tliia passage it is supposed tbU dialogue happened in the fortj- 
third y«ar of Queen Eliiabetb, when the iamous statute was mftde for 
proviLliiig for tlie i^oov, and which ia the comer etcne of all our excel- 
lent poor Laws* 
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bat few, they tell me, that can either run or wrestle with 
him, and heir to a noble estate he is. 

{At these wofdG Misa Biddy blushed extremely.) 

Mr. Bng, Well, let him look to it. Biddy won't tum 
her back to him. But, my dear. I have a show ior you- 
The queen goes to the parliament -house to-morrow : and 
there will be all the fine lorda and ladies of the court. 
I have hired a balcony, and my little Biddy ehall go too. 

Mrs. Eng. You aee, Biddy, how good your papa is ; 
and now, I hope^ you will be satisfied, and not deaire to 
go out any more, except to one play and to church, 
whilst you stay in London, I am sure he is eo liberal, 
he will be forced to sead up (or the other twenty pound. 

Mr, Eng. Never mind that, my dear ; your prudence 
in the country will soon make it up. But now I talk of 
court ladies, I have a piece of news ior you. Indeed, I 
can hardly believe it myself, and yet I was told it by a 
very great person, 

Mrs. Eng. What can it be, my dear, that you intro- 
duce with all this preface ¥ 

Mrs. Plum, 1 hope there are no more Spanish aimadaa 
coming. 

Mr, Eng. No, no, nothing of that kind In short, it 

is ao strange a thing, I scarce know how to mention it. — 
But cau you think it ? they say there is a court lady that 

hath made a cuckold of her husband A woman of 

very great quality, I osaure you- 

Mrs. Eng. Thia la strange news, indeed, and impossible 
to be true, 

Mr, Er^. Hardly impossible, my dear; such things 
have been in nature. 

Mrs. Eng. And what is become of the lady, pray T 
j^ Mr. Eng. Why, she is at court atiil, 

Mrs. Eng. TbeJi it is impoasible to be taTie ; for if I 
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could believe there was one such woman ol quality, I am 
well convinced there are no other that would own her, 

Mr. Eng. I only tell you what I hear. But come. 

Dame Plumtree, is not your dinner ready t Upon my 
word, I have been hall-st^rved. My constituents shall 
find out some other to serve them in the next parhament. 
It is a hard duty, Mrs. Plumtree, and a very expensive 
one too, I never come up myaetf under twenty pound ; 
and if my wife comes with rae, the expense ia almost 
double- 

Mrs. Plum, Well, Six, — but you know all men must 
ecrve their country. 

Air. Eng, Yes, Madam, and if all would, the burthen 
would be less severe ; but T have discovered a most 
wicked corruption in the borough I serve for, — There 
are three gentlemen in the neighbourhood who have as 
good estates as I have, and yet, because they entertain 
the mayor and aldermen with more strong drink than I 
do, they have never once attempted to choose then]_ The 
moment there is but a discourse of an election, to toping 
they go» — So that they are sure always of escaping, and 
I am likely to serve my country as long as I live, 

Mrs. Plum. It ia very hard, I must confess, squire, but 
then you will consider you have all the honour How- 
ever, Sir, dinner is upon the table at present. 

Air. Eiig. Lead on then, my dame, and I will shew 
you what a stomach I have got in the service of my 
country. 
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Junat iiUcgros acoeders/onUt, 



Atque haurire- 



LUCRETIDS, 



It is pleaaant to handle 



Aa untoucLed subjact. 

It hath been observed, that charactos of humour do 
abound more in this our island, iha^ in any other country ; 
and this hath been commonly supposed to arise from that 
pure and perfect state of liberty which we enjoy in a 
degree greatly superior to every foreign nation. 

This opinion^ I know, hath great sanction, and yet I 
am Inclined to suspect the truth of it, unless we will 
extend the meaning of the word Liberty farther than I 
think it hath been yet carried, and will include in it 
not only an exemption from all restraint of municipal 
laws, but likewise from all restraint of those rules of 
behaviour which are expressed in the general term of 
good-breeding. Laws which, though not written, are 
perhaps better understood, and though established by no 
coercive power, much better obeyed within the circle 
where they are received^ than any of those laws which 
are recorded in books, or enforced by public authority, 

A perfect freedom from these laws, if I am not greatly 
mistaken, is absolutely necesaary to form the true character 
of humour ; a character which is therefore not to be met 
with among those people who conduct themselves by the 
rules of good-breeding. 

For, indeed, good-breeding is little more than the art 
of rooting out all those seeds of humour which nature 
had originally implanted in out minds. 
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To make this evident, it seema neceasarj onlj to ex- 
plain the t^rms, a matter in which I do not see the great 
difficTilty which hath appeared to other writers. Some of 
these have spoken of the word humour, as if it contained 
in it some mystery impossible to be revealed, and no one, 
as I know of, hath undertaken to shew us espresBly what 
It IB, though I scarce doubt hut it wa8 amply done by 
Aristotle in his treatise on comedy, which is unhappily 
lost. 

But what is more surprising, is, that we find it pretty 
well ejtplained in authors who at the same time telt us 
they know not what it is. Mr. Congreve, in a letter to 
Mr. Dennis, hath these words : ' We cannot certainly tell 
' what wit is, or what humour is ; ' and within a few lines 
afterwards he says, ' There is a great difference between 
' a comedy wherein there are many things humorously, 

* as they call it, which is pleasantly spoken ; and one 
^ where there are several characters of humour diatin- 

* guished by the particular and different humours appro- 
' priated to the several persons represented, and which 

* naturally ariae from the different constitutions, com- 

* plexiona, and dispositions of men. And again, I take- 
' humour to be a singular and unavoidable manner of 
' saying or doing any thing peculiar and natural to one 
' man only ; by which his speech and actions are diatin- 
' guished from those of other men. Our humour hath 
' relation to us, and to what proceeds from us, as the 
' accidents have to a substance ; it is a colour, taste, and 
" smell diffused through all ; though our actions are 
' ever »o many, and different in form, they are all 
'splinters of the same wood, and have naturally one 
' complexion,' &c. 

If my reader hath any doubt whether this is a just 
description of humour, let him compare it with those 
examples of humorous characters, which the greatest 

VOL, X. I 
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piast^ira Lave given us, and whicL have been universaHy 
acknowledged as such, and he will be perhaps con- 
vinced, 

Ben Joneoo, after complaining of the abuse of the 
word, proceeds thus ; 

Why humour (as ^tu enfi) wc thus defme it, 
To be a quality of air, or water. 
And in it-self holds thfHp two propertipii. 
Moisture and fl-uxure ; ftA for dcmcnAtrcitioQ, 
Pour water or this floor : 'twill wet flud nin ; 
Likewiw tbfl air forc'd thro* a horn, cr trumpet. 
Fiowtt instantly away, and Iftaves b^^hind 
A kind of dew ■ and hrnicp wp do conclude. 
That whatsoever hath tluxur? and humiditf, 
Ab wanting power to coiLtain itself, 
1b humour 80 in every hyman body> 
The cholor^ mcilancholy, phlc^zm aud blood, 
By reaaoi: that they ^ow eontmually 
In Aomu one part, and are not continent, 
Recbive the Kame of LumouT^. Now tbu« £ar, 
' It may, by metaphor, apply itself 

* Unto the general disposition ; 
' Ab when bome one peculiar quality 
^ Doth so posat^ss a man, that it doth dran 

* All hia effects, his ^pirite, and hb powers, 
' In their conHuilons all to run one way,' 
This may he tndif j^aid to he a humottr^ 
But that a rook by wearing a pyM feather, 
The i\able hatband, or the three piled ruff, 
A yard ol flhoe-tieH or the SwitEer's knot 
On luA French garters, should afiect a humour [ 
t it is more than moab ridiculous. 



This passage is in the first act of Every man out of 
his humour ; and I question not but to some readers, 
the author will appear to have been out of his wits 
when he wrote it ; but others, I am positive, will 
diecern much excellent ore shining among the rubbish. 
In truth, his sentiment^ when let loose from that stiff 
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boddice in wMch it is laced, will amount to tliis, that 
&s tte term humour containfl in it the ideas of moisture 
and flusure, it was applied to certain moist and flux 
habits of the body, and afterwards metaphorically to 
peculiar qualities of the mind, which, when they are 
extremely prevalent, do, like the predominant humours 
of the body, flow all to one part, and as the tatter are 
known to abBorb and drain off all the corporeal juices 
and strength to themselves, ao the former are no less 
certain of engaging the affections, spirits, and powers 
of the mind, and of enlisting theiu, as it were» into 
their own service, and under their own absolute com- 
mand. 

Here then we have another pretty adequate notion 
of humour, whicb is, indeerl, nothing more than a violent 
bent or disposition of the mind to some particular point. 
To enumerate, indeed, these several dispositions would 
be, as Mr. Congreve obeervcs, aa endless aa to sum up 
the several opinions of men ; nay, aa he well says, the 
ywrf /iomtn&f M sejUentuB may be more properly iuter- 
pret^ of their humours, than their opinions. 

Hitherto there is no mention of the Ridiculous, the idea 
of which, though not csaential to humour, is always in- 
cluded in our notions of it . The Ridiculous is annexed 
to it these two ways, either by the manner^ or the degree 
in which it is exerted. 

By either of these, the very best and worthiest disposi- 
tion of the human mind may become ridiculous. Excess, 
says Horace, even in the pursuit of virtue, will lead a 
wiae and good man Into folly arjd vice— — -So will it 
subject him to ridicule; for into this, says the judif^ious 
Abbe Bellcgardo, a man may tumble headlong with an 
excellent understanding, and with the most laudable 
qualities. Piety, patriotism, loyalty, parental aiTccti.m, 
&c, have all aiTorded characters of humour tor the sta^'c. 

I s 
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i[ exerting itself, liki 



lumour 



I 



By the manner 
becomes ridicuJoua. By this means cnieny tne tragic 
humour differs from the comic; it ia the same ambition - 
which raise.3 our horror in Macbeth, and our laughter | 
&t the dnmken sailors in the Tempest ; the same avarice 
which causes the dreadful incidents in the Fatal Curiofiity 
of LiUo» and in the Miser of Moiiere ; the game jealousy 
which forms an Othello, or a euspicioua husband. No 
pa^on or humour cf the mind ia absolutely either tragio 
or comic in itself. Nero had the art of making vanity 
the object of horror; and Domitian^ in one instance, at 
least, made cruelty ridiculous. f 

As these tragic modes however never enter into our 
notion of humour, I will venture to make a small addi- 
tion to the sentiments of the two great masters I have 
mentioned, by which I apprehend my description of 
humour will pretty well coincide with the general 
opinion. By humour then, I suppose, is generally in- 
tended a violent impulse of the mind, determining it to 
fiom« one particular point, by which a man becomes 
ridiculously distinguished from all other men. 

If there be any truth in what I have now said, nothing 
can mote clearly follow than the manifest repugnancy 
between humour and good-breeding. The latter being 
the art of conducting yourself by certain common and 
general rules, by which means, if they were universally 
observed, the whole world would appear (aa all courtiers 
actually do} to be, in their external behaviour, at leasts 
but one and the same person. 

I have not room, at present, if 1 were able, to enume- 
rate the rules of good-breeding : I shall only mention 
one, which is a summary of them all. This is the most 
golden of all rules, no less than that of doing to all men 
OS you would they shovld do unto you. 

In the deviation from this law, as I hope to evince 
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ID my next, all that we call humour principally conaiata. 
I shall at the aame time, I think, be able to shew, tha t 
it la to this deviation we owe tlie general character 
meotioaed in the beginning of this paper, as well as to 
assign the reasons why we of this nation have been 
capable of attracting to ourselves such merits in pre- 
ference to others. 
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Hocfonle derivala; HoB. 

These are the sources; 

At the conclusion of my last paper, I aeaerted that the 
summary of good-breeding was no other than that com- 
prehensive and e:^alted rule, which the greatest autho- 
rity hath told us is the sum total oE all religion and 
all morality. 

Here, however, my readers will be pleased to observe 
that the subject matter of good-breeding being only what 
is called behaviour, it ia this only to which we are to 
apply it on the present occasion. Perhaps, therefore, we 
shall be better understood, if we vary the word, and read 
it thuB : Behave: unto all men, as you Kvuld they should 
behav& ujUo you. 

This wUl most certainly oblige ua to treat all man- 
kind with the utmost civility and respect, there being 
nothing which we desire more than to be treated so by 
them. This will moat effectually restrain the indulgence 
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oi all those violent and inordinate d^-sires, which, as we 
have endeavoured to shew, are the true seeds of humour 
in the human mind ; the growth of which good-breeding 
will be sure to obatniet ; or will at least so overtop and 
shadow, that they shall not appear. The ambitious^ the 
covetous, the proud, the vain, the angry, the debauchee, 
the glutton, are all lost in the character of the well-bred 
man ; or, if Nature should now and then venture to 
peep forth, she withdraws in an instant, and doth not 
shew enough of heraelf to become ridiculous. 

Now humour arises from the very opposite behaviour, 
from throwing the reins on the neck of out favourite 
paaaioa, and giving it a full scope and indulgence. The 
ingenioua abbe, whom I quoted in my former paper, 
paints this admirably in the characters of ill-breeding, 
which he mentiocs as the first scene of the ridiculous, 

* ni-brceding (Vimpolitease),' says he, *is not a single 
' defect, it is the result of many. It is flometimes a 
' gross ignorance of decorum, or a stupid indolence, 
' which prevents us from giving to others what is due 
' to them. It is a peevish malignity which inclines us 
' to oppose the inclinations of those with whom we con- 
' verse. It is the consequence of a foolish vanity, which 
' hath no complaisance for any other person ; the effect 
' of a proud and whimsical humour, which soars above 

* all the rules of civility ; or, lastly^ it is produced by a 

* melancholy turn of mind, which pampers itself {qui 

* trouve du ragoiU) with a rude and disobliging be- 
' haviour.' 

Having thus shewn, I think very clearly, that good- 
breeding is, and must be, the very bane of the ridiculoufi, 
that is to say, of all humorous characters ; it will perhaps 
be no difficult task to discover why this character hath 
been in a singular manner attributed to this nation. 

For this I shall assign two reasons only, as these seem 
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to me abundantly satisfactory, and adequate to the 
purpose. 

The Gist is, that method so general in thifi kingdom 
of giving no education to the youth of both Bcxea ; 
I say general only^ for it ia not without some few 
exceptions. 

Much the greater part of our lads of fashion retiirn 
from school at fifteen ox sixteen, very little wiser, and 
not at all the better, for having been sent thither. Part 
of these return to the place from whence they came, 
their father^s country seats ; where racing, cock-fighting, 
hunting, and other rural aports, with smoking, drinking, 
and party, become their pursuit, and form the whole buai- 
ness and amusement of their future lives. The other part 
escape to town, in the diversions, fashion, follies, and 
vices of which they are immediately initiated- In this 
academy some linieh their Btudiea, while others by their 
wiser parents are sent abroadj to add the knowledge of 
the diversions, fashions, follies, and vices of all Europe^ 
to that of those of their own country- 

Hence then we are to derive two great general 
characters of humour, which are the clown and the 
coxcomb, and both of these will be almost infinitely 
diversified according to the different passions and natural 
dtspositione of each individual; atid according to their 
difierent walks in life. Great will be the difference, for 
instance, whether the country gentleman be a whig or 
a tory ; whether he prefers women, drink, or dogs ; 
BO will it be, whether the town apark be allotted to 
serve his country an a politician, a courtier, a soldier, 
a Bailor, or possibly a churchman (for by draughts from 
this academy all these ol&ccs are supplied); or lastly, 
^^hether his ambition shall be contented with no other 
appellation than merely that of a beau. 

Some of our lads, however, are destined to a larthei 
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progress in learning ; these are not only confined locger 
to the labours of a school, but are sent thence to the 
univerHity. Here, H they please, they may read on ; 
and if they please, they may (as most uf them do) let 
it alone, and betake themselves as their fancy leads, 
to the imitation of their elder brothers either in town 
and country. 

This ia a matter which I shall handle very tenderly, 
as I am clearly o{ an opinion that an university edu- 
cation is much the best we have ; for here at least thero 
IB some restraint laid on the inclinationa of our youth. 
The sportsman, the gamester, and the aot, cannot give 
Buch a loose to their extravagance, as iE they were at 
home and under no manner of government ; nor can our 
spark who is disposed to the town pleasures, find either 
gaming-houses or play-houses, nor half the taverns or 
bawdy-houses which are ready to receive him in Covent- 
Garden. 

So far however, I hope, I may say without offence, 
that* among all the schools at the universities, there ia 
none where the science of good-breeding is taught; no 
lectures like the excellent Isssons on the ridiculous, which 
I have quoted above, and which I do most earnestly 
recommend to all ray young readers. Hence the learned 
professions produce such excellent characters of humour ; 
and the rudeness of physicians, lawyers, and parsons, 
however digniSed or distinguished, affords such pleasant 
fitories to divert private companies, and sometimes the 
public* 

I come now to the beautiful part of the creation, who 
in the sense I here use the word, I am assured can 
hardly (for the most part) be said to have any education. 

As to the counterpart of my country squire, the country 
gentlewoman, I apprehend, that, except in the article of 
the dancing-master, and perhaps in that of being barely 
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able to read and write, there ia very little difference 
between the education of many a aquiie's daughter, and 
that of hia dairymaidt who is most likely her principal 
companion ; nay, the little difference which there is, I 
am afraid, is not in the favour of the former ; who, by 
being constantly flattered with her beauty and her 
wealth, 13 made the vainest and most self-conceited thing 
alive, at the same time, that such care ia taken to instil 
into her the principles of basbfulneas aad timidity, that 
ehe becomes ashamed and afraid of she knows not what. 

If by any chance this poor creature drops afterwards, 
aa it were, into the world, how absurd must be her 
behaviour ! If a man looks at her, she b confounded ; 
and if he speaks to her. she ia frightened out of her wits. 
She acts, in short, as if she thought the whole aox waa 
engaged in a conspiracy to possess themselves of her 
person and fortune. 

This poor girl, it is true, however she may appear to 
her own sex, especially if she is handsome, is rather an 
object of compassion than of just ridicule ; but what 
shall we say when time or marriage have carried off all 
this bashfulness and fear, and when ignorance, awkward- 
ness, and rusticity are embellished with the same degree, 
though perhaps not the same kind of affectation, which 
are to be found in a court ? Here sure ia a plentiful 
source of all that various humour which we find in the 
character of a country gentlewoman. 

All this, I apprehend, will be readily allowed; but to 
decy good-breeding to the town lady may be the more 
dangerous attempt. Here, besides the professors of 
reading, writing, and dancing, the French and Italian 
masters, the music-master, and of modern times, the 
whiat-master, all concur in forming this character- The 
manners- master alone, 1 am afraid, is omitted* And 
what is the consequence ? not only bashfulness and fear 
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are entirely aubdaed, but modesty and discretion are 
taken off at the same time. So far from ruiming away 
bom, she nms after, the men; and ioBtead of blushing 
when a modest man looks at her, or speaks to hex, she 
can beai, without any such emotion, to stare an impudent 
fellow in the face, and sometimes to utter what, if he be 
not very impudent indeed, may put him to the blush- — 
Hence all those agreeable ingredients which form the 
bomoui of a rampant woman of the town. 

I cannot quit this part of my subject, in which I have 
been obliged to deal a little more freely than I am in- 
clined with the loveliest part of the creation, without 
preserring my own character of good-breeding, by 
saying that this last excess is by much the most rare ; 
and that every individual among my female readers^ 
either is already, or may bo when she pleases, an ex- 
ample of a contrary behaviour. 

The second general reason why humour so much 
abounds in this nation, seems to me to arise from the 
great number of people who are daily raised by trade to 
the rank of gentry, without having had any education 
at all ; or, to use no improper phrase, without having 
served any apprenticeship to this calling. But I have 
dwelt so long on the other branch, that 1 have no room 
at preaent to animadvert on this ; nor is it indeed neces- 
sary I should, since most readers, with the hints 1 have 
already given them, will easily suggest to themselves a 
great number of humoroua characters with which the 
public have been furnished this way* I shall conclude 
by wishing, that this excellent source of humour may 
fitill continue to flow among us, since, though it may 
make us a little laughed at, it will be sure to make us 
the envy of all the nations of Europe, 
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lU^ich i^mdbihs 



Node, <^reTU yuia vaio aacro* HoB; 

Witliout 8 tear they fall, without a nami>. 
Uixlesa Hone sacred betrd rccorde tbeif iame. 



THEitE is a cesrtam afie^oD of the mind, for which, 
though it be comaioii enoui^h in the people of this country, 
we have not, I think, any adequate term in our language. 
The Greeks, though they likewise want a name ior the 
abstract, called a man ao aflected TIIEP^PfiN, a word 
which I shall not^ attempt to translate otherwise than 
by a paraphrase : I understand by it a man so intoxi- 
cated with hi3 own great qualities, that he despiaeQ and 
overlookB all other men, In this sense, the participle 
pasflive of the verb vTrepippofctn is used in Thncydides, imo 
^Q}v ivTrpayovvTtav xnrept^povviifvo^. The sentiment is in the 
month of Alcibiades, and it is a very fine one. ' As 
BO man,' says he, ' will even speak to us when we are 
* uniortninate, ao mnat they bear in their turn/ to be 
despised by us when we are intoxicated with our suc- 
cesses. 

This disdaiaful temper, notwithstanding its haughty 
aspect, proceeds, if I am not much miataken, from no 
higher principle than rank timidity. We endeavour to 
elevate ourselves, and to depress others, lest they should 
be brought into some competition with ouiselvea- We 
are not sufficiently assured of our own footing in the 
ascent to greatness, and are afraid of suffering any to 
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corae too near ua, test they should pull us down, and 
advance into our place. 

Of this pitiful temper of miad, there are no persons 
so susceptible as the brethren of the quill. Not only- 
such authors as have been a little Bingular in their 
opmiona concerning their own merit, and in whom it 
seems more excusable to bear a jealous eye towards 
others ; but even, those who have far outstripped their 
fellow -coursers in the race of gSory, stretch their scornful 
eyes behind them, to express their disdain of the poor 
wretches who are limping and crawling on at however 
groat a distance. 

Many are the methods by which this passion is eserted- 
I shall mention only one, as it is much the moat common, 
and perhaps the most invidious. This is a contemptuoua 
silence. A treatment not much unlike to that which 
the Buccaneers formerly used to treat their conquered 
enemies, when they sunk, or as they phrased it, hid them 
in the sea- 
How many names of great writers may we suppose to 
have been sunk by this base disposition ! Homer, as I 
remember, hath not perpetuated the memory of a single 
writer, unleaa that of Thersites, who was, I make no 
doubt, from the character given of him in the Iliad, an 
author of no small estimation. And yet there were 
probably as many of the function in those days, as 
there are in thia ; nay. Homer himeelf in his Odyaaey, 
mentions the great honours which poets then received 
in the courts of all princes, whence we may very reason- 
ably conclude that they swarmed in those courts, and 
yet the names of three only of his contemporaries have 
triumphed over the injuries of time, and the malice of 
their brethren, so as t« reach our age. 

The learned Vossius, who seeuLs to have employed no 
little pains in the matter^ hath not been able to preserve 
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to us mauy more than two hiinJreci down to the death oi 
Cleopatra, and yet we are assured, that the famous 
Alexandrian library contained no less than fiix hundred 
thousand volumes, of which, as the humour of those cgea 
ran, we may conceive a sixth part at least to have con- 
riisted of poetry. 

Among the Latins, how many great nameg may we 
suppose to have been bid by the affected taciturnity oi 
Virgil, who appears to have mentioned only those writers 
of quality to whom he made his court ! Of his friend 
Horace, he had not the gratitude to take any notice; 
much lees to repay those praises which this latter poet 
bad BO liberally bestowed on him. 

Horace again, though so full of compliroents to Virgil, 
of poor Ovid is altogether as cruelly and invidiously 
silent 

Ovid, who was, I am confident, one of the best- 
natured of human kind, was of all men most profuse 
in the praises of his contemporaries ; and yet even he 
hath been guilty of einlcing. Numberless were the poets 
in his time, whose names are no where to be found in his 
works ; nay, he hath played the Buccaneer with two, one 
of whom is celebrated by Horace, and both of them by 
Virgil. The learned reader well knows I mean the 
illuBtrioua names of Bavius and Mjevius ; whose merits 
were so prevalent with Virgil, that though they were 
both his bittei rcvilers, he could not refrain from trans- 
mitting them to posterity, I wish he had dealt as 
generously by all hia censurers, and I make no doubt 
tut we should have been furnished with some hundreds 
of names, qufE nunc premit nox, 

AmoDg our own writers, too many have been guilty 
of this vice. Had Dryden communicated all those who 
drew their pens against him, he would have preserved 
as many names from oblivion as a land-tax act; bet he 
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was, I am afraid, ao intoxicated with hie own merit, that 
he ovorlookix! and despised all the great Qatihstfi who 
consbantl^ abused, 1 had almoat said hbeUed, his works, 
unless they were some other way eminent, besides by 
their writings* auch as Shadwell, who was poet laureat, 
and Buckingham, who was a dtikon 

01 all the chief favourites and prime mmisters ol the 
muses, the late ingenious Mr, Pope was most free farDm 
this scornful silence. He employed a whole work for the 
purpose of recording such writers as no one without his 
pains, except he had lived at the same time and in the 
same street, would ever have heard of. He may inde&d 
be said to have raked many oat of the kennels to immor- 
tality, which, though in somewhat a stinking condition, is 
to an ambitious mind preferable to utter obscurity and 
oblivion ; many, I presume, having, with the wretch who 
burnt the Temple of Epheaua, such a love for fame, that 
they are willing even to creep into her common sewen 

In humble imitation of this great man^ in the only 
instance of which I am capable of imitating hJm, I in- 
tend shortly to attempt a work of the same kind, in 
prose I mean» and to endeavour to do justice to a great 
number of m.y contemporaries, whose names, for far 
the greater part, are much less known than they de- 
serve to be. And that I may be the better enabled to 
execute this generous purpose, I havo employed several 
proper persons to find out these authors. To this end, 
I have ordered my bookseller to Be.nd me in the names 
of all those apprenti<;es and journeymen of booksellers 
and printers who at present entertain and instruct the 
town with their productions. I have besides a very 
able and industrious person who hath promised me a 
complete list of all the hands now confined in the 
several Bridewells in and about the city, which carry 
on the trade of writing, in any of the branchea of 
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reUgion, morality, and govenunent ; in all which every 
day produces as some curious essay, treatise, reiuaiks, 
&C., from those quarters, 

I shall conclude this paper with some very fine lines 
from the third Book of the Dunciad, which gave iudeed 
the first hint to my charitable design ; for what a melan- 
choly consideration is it, that all these armies there 
spoken of should perish in the jaws ofntter darkness, 
and that the names of such worthies should be as 
short-lived as their works ! — The verses are part of a 
speech of Settle to his son Cibber. 

And aee, my son ! the hour ia on its way. 

That lifts OUT goddess to imperial away ; 

This faVtit« isle, long severed from her reign, 

Dove-Uke she gathers to her wings again. 

Now look thro' fate T behold the scene she draw? ! 

What aids, what amues to asaert her cause 1 

See all her progeny, illuetrioua sight ! 

Behold, and ooont them ss they rise to light. 

As Berecyntikia, while her offspring vie 

In homage to the mother of the sky^ 

Surveys aroimd her, in theO>lest abode. 

An hundred sons, and every boh a God ; 

Not with lees glory mighty Dulness crown*d. 

Shall take thro' Grub-atreet her triumphant round ; 

And her Pamatwns glancing o*er at oncCj 

Behold an hundred sons, and each a dunce.- 
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fie Dot the trumpeter of your own pnbe: 

A I^RENCH author, a great favourite of mine, and whom 
I have often quoted in my Lucubrations, ob&erres, ' That 
' it is very common for men to talk of themselves, and 
^ their children, and their family, and always in the 

* terms of commendation. But,' says he, * if thoee who 
' accustom themselves to such narratives could conceive 

* how troublesome and tiresome they are to the rest of 
' the world, they would possibly learn to contain them- 
' selves a little better, and to shew more complaisutce 
' to the patience of their hearers. It is moreover matter 
' of great astonishment to me, that men, who are per- 
' petually praising themselves, scarce ever mention the 

* name of another person but in order to abuse it. Per- 
' haps they intend to avail themselves of the contrast, 
' and to recommend their own conduct to general appnh 

* bation by the censure of their neighbours.' 

The motive to the former of these vices is cleariy 
vanity ; which, as the ingenious Doctor Yonng says, 

Makea dear self on well-bred tongues prevail, 

And I the little heio of each tale^ 

The motive to the latter is malice ; and, to say a 
plain truth, I firmly believe there is no bosom where 
vanity is to be found in any great degree, which is n<A 
at the same time pretty considerably tainted with malice. 
Praise is a mistress in the pursuit of which every vain 
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man mast have many rivals, and what temper of mind 
mea preaervo to a rival need not to be here repeated^ 

To both theae impulaea of miad there ia no man, I 
am afr&id, so liable as the ■writer. Fame is aometimes 
his only pursuit ; but this iu always blended with his 
other views, even in the most mercenary, and for this 
simple reason, that it leads directly to pudding* He 
must at least respect iame, as the Cit in the play doth 
his reputation, because the loss of it may tend to loss 
of money. But, in fact, his views are commonly more 
noble ; vanity, not avarice, is the passion he would feed : 
and there is scarce an inhabitant of Parnoeaua, even 
acQong the poor of that parish, who will not be more 
pleased with one who commends his works than with 
one who gives him a dinner ; which bein^ the case, it 
follows of course that they must be all rivals for the 
aforesaid miatrese, and may consequently be all suspected 
of bearing malice to each other. 

Again, there is no writer who can so easily indulge 
both these inclinations as the writer of Miscellaneous 
Essays. It required the genius of Cicero or Bolingbroke 
to introduce their own praises into every political oration 
or pamphlet: or the wit of Lucian or South to drag 
the philosophers and diaaentera into almost every subject- 
But such essayist having a full liberty to write not only 
what, but on what he pleases, may fill up every page 
with his own commendations, and with the abuse of 
all other writers. 

When I meditate oo these matters I can scarce refrain 
from taking some praiec to myself ; I am even vain 
enough to think the public have some little obligation 
to me for that silence which I have hitherto so inviolably 
maintained with regard to my own perfections ; and 
perhaps the more candid among my readers would allow 
flome applause to this forbearance, if they knew what 
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a sacrifice I make of my own IncliDAtions by thus coa- 
aulting their ease and pleasure ; for surely nothing can 
equal the satbfactJon which a man feels in writing ea- 
comiums on himRelf> unies.'^ it be the disgust which every 
oth^r person is as sure to conceive at reading them, 

In this mood of thinking:, likewise, I am apt to chal- 
lenge bo niyaclf aome degree of merit towards mj con- 
temporary writers, especially those who write in my 
own way> Aa these gentlemen are, I doubt not, well ■ 
aseuTcd of that immoderate envy which I must bear to 
their great genius and learning, they will certainly 
acknowledge, that to confine all thia to myself, to 
amather these scorching flames within my own breast, 
without suffering even a spark to escape, seems a little 
to deserve their commendation. 

But to deal ingenuously on thia occasion, 1 muat 
acknowledge there are some prudential as well as gen- 
erous motives to this silence. Two conside ratio us nmy 
perhaps be suapected of having some little weight iu 
dissuading a man. even for his own sake* from exhibi ting 
his own praise. First, that he will be sure of being 
very little read, and in the next place of being much 
less believed- The fear of this latter fate may likewise 
have some share in prevailing on a man to stifle his 
envy, notwithstanding all the pleasure which is to be 
found in giving it vent. However sweet it was to those 
great men whose names are recorded in the preface to 
the Dunciad, and in the Dunciad itseli, to abuse the 
characters of Pope and Swift, and to assert, as they did, 
that the one wanted humour and the other was no poet ; 
I much doubt whether they woidd not have bought 
their pleasure too dear at the price of public acom, even 
though the formerhad treated them with the same silent 
contempt with which they were treated by the latter. 
For this reason I shall carefully avoid any satire against 
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the Popes and Swifts of the present age. Though envy 
of these great men should boil in my own bosom, I will 
never suffer it to boil over bo aa to run abroad into the 
public. 

To suppress two such powerful passions as vanity 
and envy is by no means an easy task. It requires 
indeed little less resolution than what animated the 
Spartan youth who concealed a fox under his garment, 
and Father than he would produce him openly suffered 
the vermin to gnaw his very bowels. To say the truth, 
I am afraid I should not have been able to persevere 
30 long, had I cot contrived a certain cunning method 
of discharging myself m private ; and which, as it ia 
a most curious secret, I shall now communicate lor the 
nee of others, who, if they pursue the same method, will, 
1 doubt not, meet with the same auccesa. 

I will give it by way of receipt ; and can truly say, 
it Lath every quality with which remedies are usually 
recommprided ; being extremely cheap, easy, safe, and 
practicable. 



A RECEIPT TO PREVENT THE ILL ETFECTa OF A BAGmQ 
VANITY IN AN AUTHOR. 

When the fit is at the highest, take a pen, ink, and 
paper, Q. S. Make a pwrie^yric on yourself ; stuff it well 
with all the cardinal virtues ; season to your taste with 
wit, humoui, and learning. You may likewise addi aB 
you see occasion, birth, politeneag, and such hke» 

In the choice of your ingredients be sure to have 
& particular regard to your sore parL If your earn 
be sore with any treah puling, or your br — ch with 
any fresh kicking, infuse a double portion of oourape. 
If yon have lately betrayed your ignorance so grossly 
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as to make Ovid guilty of two fake quantities in one 
line, dash plentifully with learning. 

If you are publicly known to be an iniamoos liar, 
season very high with honour ; if you are notorionsly 
sprung from the dunghillt take of ancestors from the 
Engli^ history at the least half a dozen. Et sic de 
€€Bteris, 

When you have writ your panegyric you may read 
it as often as you please ; but take care that nobody 
hears you, and then be sure to — bum your panegyric. 

This last operation, I own, will cause some pain, but 
when it is considered that if you do not bum it yourself 
other people will ; nay, perhaps, will treat it yet worse, 
and bring it to a much more dishonourable and stinking 
end, a wise man will soon force himself to the resolution 
of putting his panegyric beyond the reach of malice. 

As to the cure of envy I need not give the receipt 
for it at length. It is sufficient to direct the choice of 
the very contrary ingredients ; that is to say, instead of 
all the good mdce use of all the bad qualities both of 
the head and heart. 

And here likewise you are to examine your own sore 
part ; if any man hath ridiculed you with wit and 
humour, take of blockhead, dunce, and fool, of each 
three penfuls. If another hath kicked and cufFed yon 
lustily, be aure to becoward him well ; and if the 
assault was in public, before the eyes of many 
gentlemen, the word coward can never be too often 
repeated. 

But with regard to this last great caution must be had ; 
first, that the person so to be becowarded be fii^ under 
a prosecution at law for tiie assault ; and secondly* tiiat 
he be then out of the kingdom. These precautions are 
however useless, if you apply youz satire, as you are 



above advised to apply yoar panegyric, I mean to the 
flames ; otherwise they will be abundantly neceaaary to 
prevent your ears from being pulled, till they resemble 
those of tbe ass lately exposed at the Bedford Coilee- 
houae. 

I shall conclude this paper with two quotations ; the 
first is from the mouth o£ Socrates, ' Never speak of 
' yourself ; for he who commends himself is vain ; and 
* he who abuses himself is absurd.* The other is from 
the witty Dr, South. He advises an abusive writer ' to 
' be, of all others, moat ctrcumapect as to his own actions. 
' seeing he is ao sure of meeting with no quarter.' A 
man must, indeed, be most furioualy mad, who sets up 
For a satirist, when it is scarce possible for him to dis- 
charge a single vice at any other that will not recoil on 
himself. In a word, with my friend Horace, mdiue non 
tangere damo, A hint which those of my contemporary 
writers who understand Latin will for the future, I hope, 
observe. 
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Do not despise yoat inferiors; 



Cleobul; 



Ther£ is not in human nature a more odious disposition 

than a proneness to contempt. Nor ia there any which 

L more certainly denotes a bad mind ; for in a good and 

I benign temper there can be no room for this sensation. 

I That which constitutes an. object of contempt to the 
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malevolent, becomes the object of other passions to a 
worthy and good-natured man ; for in such a person 
wickedness and vice must raise hatred and abhorrence ; 
Hiid weakness and foliy will be sure to excite compaasion ; 
so that he will find no object of hia contempt in all the 
actions of men. 

And however detestable this quality, which is a mix- 
ture of pride and ill-nature, may appear when considered 
in the serious school of Heraclitos, it will present uo less 
absurd and ridiculous an idea to the laughing sect of 
Democritua, especially as we may observe* that the 
meanest and barest of all human beings are generally 
the most forward to despise others. So that the most 
contemptible are generally the most contemptuous, 

I have often wished that some of those curious per- 
sona who have employed their time in inquiring into the 
nature and actions of several insects, such as bees and 
ants, had taken some pains to examine whether they are 
not apt to express any contemptuous behaviour one to- 
wards another ; the plain symptoms of which might 
possibly be discovered by the help of microscopes. It 
is scarce conceivable that the queen bee, amongst the 
hundred gallants which she keepa for her own recrea- 
tion, should not have some especial favourites, and it is 
full as hkely, that these favourites will so carry them- 
selves towards their brethren as to display sufficient 
marks of their contempt to the eye of an accurate dis- 
coverer in the manners of the reptile world. For my 
own part, I have remarked many instances of contempt 
amongst animals, which I have farther observed to in- 
crease in proportion to the decrease of such species in 
the rank and order of the animal creation. Mr. EUia 
informs me that he never could discover any the least 
indication of contempt in the lions under his care ; the 
horse, I am sorry to say it, ^ves ua some, the ass many 
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more, the turkey-cock more still, and the toad is sup- 
posed to burst itself frequently with the violence of this 
passion. To pursue it gradually downwards would be 
too tedious. It may be reasonably euppoeed to arrive 
at a prodigious height before it descends to the louse> 
With what a degree of contempt may we conceive that 
a substantial freeholder of this kind, who is well estab- 
lished ic the head of a beggar-wench, considers a poor 
vagabond louse who hath strayed into the head of a 
woman of quality ; where it is in hourly danger of 
being arrested by the merciless hands of her woman ! 

This may perhaps seem to some a very ridiculous 
image, and as ridiculous as I apprehend to a being of 
a superior order will appear a contemptuous man ; one 
puffed up with some trifling, perhaps fancied superiority, 
and looking round him with disdain on those who are 
perhaps so nearly his equals, that to such a being as I 
have just mentioned the difference may be as inconsid- 
eiable and imperceptible between the despiacr and the 
despised* as the difference between two of the meanest 
insects may seem to us. 

And as a very good mind, as I have before observed, 
will give no entertainment to any such affection ; so 
neither will a sensible mind, I am persuaded, 6nd much 
opportunity to exert it» If men would make but a 
moderate use of that self-examination, which philoso- 
phers and divines have recommended to them^ it would 
lend greatly to the cure of this disposition. Their con- 
tempt would then perhaps, as their charity ia said to do, 
begin at home. To say truth, a man hath this better 
chance of despising himself than he hath of despising 
others, as he is likely to know himself best. 

But I am sliding into a more serious vein than I in- 
tended. In the residue of this paper, therefore, I will 
■confine myself to one particular consideration only, one 
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which will give aa ridicolous an idea of contempt, aad 

afford aa atrong diasuasives agaiQSt it, as any other which 
at present suggests itself. 

The coDsideratioQ I mean is, that contempt is, gener- 
ally at least, mutual^ and that there is scarce any odo 
maa who despiaes another without being at the same 
time despised by him, oE which I shall endeavaur to 
produce some few instances. 

As the Right Honourable the Lord SquanderBeld, at 
the head of a vast retinue, pasaes by Mr. Moses Buck- 
ram, citizen and tailor, in bis chaise and one, ^See 
^ there ! ' says my lord, with an air of the highest coo- 
tempt, 'That rascal Buckram, with his fat wife, I aup- 

* pose he is going to his country-house, for auch fellows 
'must have their country-house as well aa their vehicle. 
*' These are the rascals that complain of want of trade.' 
Buckram, on the other side, is no sooner recovered From 
the fear of being run over, before he could get out of the 
way, than, turning to his wife, he cries, * Verj' fine, faith ! 
' an honest citizen is to be run over by such fellows as 
' these, who drive about their coaches and six with other 

* people's money. See, my dear ! what an equipage he 
' hath \ and yet he cazmot find money to pay an honest 
' tradesman ! He la above fifteen hundred pounds deep 

* in my books ; how I despise auch lords ! ' 

Lady Fanny Rantun, from the side-box, casting her 
eyes on an honest pawnbroker's wife below her, bids 
Lady Betty, her companion, take notice of that creature 
in the pit; * Did you ever see, Lady Betty/ says she, 
'such a strange wretch? how the awkward monster ia 

* dressed ! ' — The good woman at the same time survey- 
ing Lady Fanny, and offended, perhaps, at a scornful 
smile which she sees in her countenance, — whispers her 

friend, 'Observe Lady Fanny Rantun ; as great airs 

' as that fine lady gives herself, my husband hath all her 
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'jewels under lock and key; what a contemptible thing 
* ia poor quality ! ' 

Is there on earth & greater object o! contempt than a 
poor scholar to a splendid beau ; unless perhaps the 
splendid beau to the poor scholar ; the philosopher and 
the world, the man of business and the man of pleasure, 
the beauty and the wit, the hypocrite and the profligate, 
the covetous and the squanderer, are all alike Instaaces 
of this reciprocal contempt 

Take the same observations into the lowest life» and 
we shall find the same pronenesa to despise each other. 
The common soldier, who hires himself out to be shot 
at for fivepence a day, who ia the only slave in a free 
country, and is liable to be sent to any part oE the world 
without Ma consent, and whilst at home subject to the 
severest punishments for ofTences which are not to be 
found in our law books ; yet this noble personage looks 
with a contemptuous air on all hia brethren of that order 
in the commonwealth, whether of mechanics or husband- 
men, from whence he was himself taken. On the other 
hand, however adorned with his brickdust-coloured cloth, 
and bedaubed with worsted lace of a penny a yard, the 
very gentleman soldier w as much despised in hia turn 
by the whistling carter, who comforts himself that ho is 
a free Englishman, and will live with no master any 
longer than he likes him ; nay, and though he never 
was worth twenty shillings in his life, is ready to answer 
a captain if he oSends him,—' D— n you, Sir, who are 
' you ? is it not WE that pays you T * 

This contemptuous disposition is, in reality^ the sure 
attendant on a mean and bad mind in every statioa ; on 
the contrary, a great and good man will be free from it, 
whether he be placed at the top or bottom of life. I was 
therefore not a little pleased with a rebuke given by a 
black-shoe boy to another^ who had expressed his con- 
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tempt of one of the raodeni town-emarte. * Why ehoald 
' you deapifie him, Jack ? * said the honest lad ; ' we are 
' all what the Lord pleased to make us/ 

I will conclude this paper with a story which a gentle- 
maa of honoui averred to me to be truth. His coach 
being stopped in Piccadilly by two or three carte, which, 
according to cuatom, were placed directly across the 
way ; he observed a very dirty fellow, who appeared 
to belong to a mud-cart, give another fellow several 
lashes with his whip, and at the time heard him repeat 
more than once — * D — n you, I will teach you manners 
' to your betters.* My friend could not easily from these 
words divine what might possibly be the station of the 
oohappy sufierer, till at length, to the great satisfaction 
of his curiosity, he discovered that he was the driver of 
a dust-cart drawn by asses. 
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ESSAY ON NOTHING 



THE INTRODUCTION. 



It is surprising, that while such txifling matters employ 
the masterly pens of the present age, the great and noble 
subject of this Esaay should have passed t^t^y neglected ; 
and the rather, as it is a subject to which the genius ol 
many of those writers who have unsuccesahJly applied 
themselves to politics, religion, &c., ia moat peculiarly 
adapted. 

Perhaps their unwillingneas to handle what is of such 
importance may not improperly be ascribed to their 
modesty ; though they may not be remarkably addicted 
to this vice on every occaaion. Indeed I have heard it pre- 
dicated of some, whose assurance in treating other subjects 
hath been sufficiently notable, that they have blushed at 
For such is the awe with which this Nothing 
tires mankind, that I believe it is generally appre- 
hended of niB.ny persons of very high character amoDg 
s, that were title, power, or riches to allure them, they 
ould stick at it* 

But whatever be the reason, certain it ie, that except a 

ly wit in the reign of Charles II, none ever hath dared 

write on this subject ; I mean openly and avowedly ; 

it must be confessed, that most of our modem authors, 

»wever foreign the matter which they endeavour to treat 
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may seem at their first setting out, they generally bring 
the work to thia in the end. 

I hope, however, thia attempt will not be imputed to 
me as an act of inunodeaty ; siiice I am convinced there 
are many persons in thia kingdom who are persuaded of 
my fitneaa for what 1 have undertaken. But aa talking of 
a man's self is generally suspected bo arise from vanity, 
I Hhall, without any more excuse or preface, proceed to 
my Essay. 



SECTION I, 
Of the ATUiquUjf of Nothing. 

There is nothing falser than that old proverb which (like 
many other falsohoods) is in every one's mouth : 

Ex nihUo nihil JU. 

Thna translated by Shakspeare, in Lear : 

Nothing GAD Gome of iXDthing^ 

Whereas in fact from Nothing proceeds every thing. An< 
this is a truth coiifeaHed by the philosophers ol all sects : 
the only point in controveray between them being, 
whether Something made the world out of Nothing, or 
Nothing out of Something. A matter not much worth 
debating at present, since either will equally serve our 
turn. Indeed the wits of all ages seem to have ranged 
themselves on each side of thia question, as their genius 
tended more or less to the spiritual or material substance. 
Tor those of the more spiritual species have inclined to 
the former, and those whose genius hath partaken mora 
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of the chief properties of matter, such as flolidity, thick- 
ness, &C-, have embraced the latter. 

But whether Nothing was the arti/ex or mtUeries only, 
it is plain in either caae, it will have a right to claim to 
itsell the origiuatioTi of all things^ 

And farther, the great antiquity of Nothing is ap- 
parent from its being so visible in the aecotmts we have 
of the beginning of every nation. This is very plainly to 
be discovered in the lirat pages, and sometimes books, of 
all general tist^rians : and indeed^ the study of this im- 
portant subject fills up the whole life of an antiquary, it 
being always at the bottom of his inquiry, and ia com- 
monly at last discovered by him with iniimte labour and 
pains. 




SECTION a 



Of the Nature of Nothing, 



Another falsehood which we must detect in the pursuit 
of this essay is au assertion, ' That no one can have an 
' idea of nothing : ' but men who thus confidently deny us 
this idea, cither grossly deceive themselves, or would im- 
pose a downright cheat on the world ; for, so far from 
having none, I believe there are few who have not many 
ideas of it : though perhaps they may mistake them for 
the idea of Something. 

For instance, is there any one who hath not an idea of 
immaterial * mibstance ? — Now. what ia immaterial sub- 

* The AutLor would not he here understood to speak ag£m*4t the 
doctrine of immateriality, to whict he is a heartj well-wisher ; but to 
point at the atupidity of thoee, who Instead of Imtnateiial ea^ence, which 
would convey a rational meaning, havp nubNtttut«d immutcrial aubstaiuf, 
which id a coatudictioQ ia tcnoa. 
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fitance, more than nothing ? But liere we are artfully 
deceived by the use of words : for were we to ask 
another what idea he had of immaterial matter, or un- 
flubstantial subatancc, the absurdity of affirmiEg it to be 
Something would shoct Iiini, and he would immediately 
reply, it waa Nothing, 

Some pereons perhaps will eay, then we have no idea 
of it ; but, as I can support the contrary by auch un- 
doubted authority, I shall, infibead of trying to confute 
such idle opiuions, proceed to shew ; first, what Nothing 
is : secondly, I shall disclose the various kinds of Nothing ; 
and, lastly, shall prove its great dignity, and that it is the 
end of every thing. 

It IB extremely hard to define Nothing in positive terms, 
I shall therefore do it in negative. Notfiing then is not 
Something, And here I must object to a third error con- 
cerning it, which IB, that it is in no place ; which is an 
indirect way of depriving it of its existence; whereas 
indeed it posBes^es the greatest and noblest place on this 
earth; viz., the himian brain. But indeed this mistake 
hath been sufficiently refuted by many very wise men ; 
whoj having spent their whole lives in the contemplation 
and pursuit of Notfiing, have at last gravely concluded — 
That there is Nolhirig in this world. 

Farther, as Nothing is not Something, so every thing 
which is not Something is Nothing ; and wherever Some- 
thing is not Nothing is : a very large allowance in its 
favour, as moat appear to persons well skilled in human 
affairs. 

For instance, when a bladder is full of wind, it is full 
of Something ; but when that is let out, we aptly eay, 
there is Nothing in it. 

The same may be as justly asserted of a man as of 
a bladder. However well he may be bedaubed with 
lace, or with title, yet if he have not Something in him. 
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we may predicate the same of him as o[ an empty 
bladder. 

But if we cannot reach an adequate knowledge of the 
true essence of Nothing, no more than we can of matter, 
let ua, in imitation of the experimental philoaophers, 
examine some of its properties or accidents. 

And here we shall see the infinite advantages which 
Nothing hath over Something ; for, while the latter ia 
con£ned to one sense, or two perhaps at the most. 
Nothing is the object of them all. 

For, first, Notliing may be seen, aa ia plain from the 
relation of persons who have recovered from high fevers ; 
and perhaps may be Buspected from some (at least) of 
those who have seen apparitions, both on earth and in 
the clouds. Nay, I have often heard it confessed by 
men, when asked what they saw at such a place and 
time, that they saw Nothing. Admitting then that there 
ate two sights, viz- a first and second sight, according to 
the firm behef of aome, Nothing must be allowed to have 
a very large share of the first ; and as to the Bpcond, it 
hath it all entirely to itself. 

Secondly, Nothing may be heard : of which the sams 
proofs may be given as of the foregoing. The Argive 
mentioned by Horace is a strong instance of this. 

Fuit haud igtvobitis ArgU^ 



Qui se cred^iot miros (ntdire trogceios, 
In tticw* kUus aasoT jiiausorque iheairo. 



That Nothing may be tasted and smelt is not only 
known to persona of delicate palates and nostrils. How 
commonly do we hear, that sach a thing smeUa or tastes 
of Nothing ? The latter J have heard asserted of a dish 
compounded of five or six savoury ingredients. And as 
to the foiiuer, I remember an elderly gentlewoman who 
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bad a great antipatty to the smell of apples ; who, upon 
discovering that an idle boy hail fastened aonie mellow 
apple to her tail, contracted a habit of smelling them 
wheoGvcr that boy came within her sight, though there 
were then none within a mile of her, 

[yftBtly, feeling ; and sure if any sense seems more par- 
ticularly the object of matter only, which must be allowed 
to be Something, this doth. Nay, I have heard it asserted 
(and with a colour of truth) of several persons, that they 
can feel nothing but a cudgel. Notwithstanding which 
Bfjme have felt the motions of the spirit ; and othera have 
felt very bitterly the misfortunes of their friends, without 
endeavouring to relieve them. Now these seem two plain 
instances, that Nothing is an object of this sense. Nay, 
1 have heard a surgeon declare, while he was cutting off 
a patient^B leg, that 7^ wa£ sure kefdi Nothing. 

Nothing is as well the object of our passions as our 
senses. Thus there are many who love Nothing, some 
who hate Nothing, and some who fear Nothing, &c. 

We have already mentioned three of the properties 
of a noun to belong to Nothing ; we shall find the 
fourth likewise to be as justly claimed by it : and that 
Nothing is as often the object of the underatandiog Eks 
of the senses. 

Indeed some have imagined that knowledge, with the 
adjective human placed before it, is another word for 
Nothing. And one of the wisest men in the world de- 
clared he knew Nothing 

But, without carrying it so far, this I beheve may be 
allowed, that it is at least possible for a man to know 
Nothing. And whoever hath read over many works of 
our ingenious modems, with proper attention and emolu- 
ment, will, I believe, confess, that if ho understands them 
right, he undcrfltaods Nothing, 

This is a secret not known to all readers ; and want 
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oi this knowledge hath oceaeioned much puzzling ; for 
where a book, or chapter, or paragraph, hath aecmed to 
the reader to contain Nothing, his modesty hath aoroe- 
times persuaded him, that the true meaning of the author 
hath escaped him, instead of concluding, as in reality 
the fact was, that the author, in the said book, Ac. did 
truly, and bona Ji(k^ mean Nothing, I remember once» 
atr the table of a person of great eminence, and one no 
leaa distinguished by superiority of wit than fortune, 
when a very dark passage was read out of a poet famous 
for being ao sublime that he is often out of the sight of 
hie reader, some persons present declared they did not 
understand the meaning. The gentleman himself, casting 
his eye over the pertormauce, testified a surprise at the 
dulness of his company ; seeing Nothing could, he said, 
possibly be plainer than the meaning of the passage 
which they stuck at. This set all of ua to puzzling 
again ; hut with like success ; we frankly owned we 
could not find it out, and desired he would explain it. — 
Explain it ! said the gentleman, why he means Nothing. 

In fact, this mistake arises from a too vulgar error 

among persons unacquainted with the mystery of 

Tvritiog, who imagine it impossible thttt r man should 

eit down to write without any meaning at all ! whereas, 

in leality, nothing is more common ; for, not to instance 

in myself, who have confessedly set down to write this 

essay with Nothing in my head, or, which is much the 

same thing, to write about Nothing, it may be incon- 

testably proved^ ab ejfectUy that Nothing is commoner 

among the modems. The inimitable author of a preface 

to the Posthumous Eclogues of a late ingenious young 

gentleman, says, — ' There are men who sit down to write 

* what they think, and others to think what they shall 

' write. But indeed there is a third, and much more 

' numerous sort, who never think either before they sit 
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* down or afterwards ; and who, when they produce on 
' paper what waa before in their heads, are euie to pro- 
' dnce Nothing.' 

Thus we have endeavoured to demonstrate the nature 
of Nothing, by shewing firat, definitively, wfuU it is not ; 
and, secondly, by describing what it is. The next thing 
therefore proposed is to shew its various kinds- 

Now some imagine theae several kinds differ in name 
only. But without endeavouring to confute so absurd 
an opinion, especially as these different kinds of Nothing 
occur frequently in the best authors, I shall content 
myaell with setting them down, and leave it to the 
determination of the distinguished reader, whether it ia 
probable, or indeed possible, that they should all convey 
one and the same meaning. 

These are. Nothing per se Nothing \ Nothing at all ; 
Nothing in the least;; Nothing in nature ; Nothing io the 
world ; Nothing in the whole world ; Nothing in the 
whole universal world. And perhaps many others of 
which we say — Nothingp 



SECTION UI- 

0/ the Dignity of Nothing ; ajid an endeavour to prove, 
thai it is the end as well as beginning of all ihijtgs. 

Nothing contains so much dignity aa Nothing. Ask an 
infamous worthless nobleman (if any such be) in what 
his dignity consiats ? It may not be perhaps consistent 
with his dignity to give you an answer, but suppose lie 
should be willing to condescend so far, what could he 
in effect say ? Should he say he had it from his 
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ancestors, I apprehend a lawyer would oblige him to 
prove, that the virtiiea to which his dignity was annexed 
descended to him. If he claims it as inherent in the 
title, might he not be told, that a title originally implied 
dl^njty. as it implied the presence of those virtues to 
which dignity is inseparably annexed ; but that no im- 
plication will fly in the face of downright positive proof 
to the contrary. In abort, to examine do farther, since 
his endeavour to derive it from any other fountain would 
be equally impotent, his dignity arises from Nothing, 
and in reality ia Nothing. Yet, that this dignity really 
exiGtfi ; that it glares in the eyes of men, and produces 
much good to the person who wears it, is, I bebeve, 
incontestable. 

Perhaps this may appear in the following syllogism. 

The respect paid to men on account of their titles is 
paid at least to the supposa! of their superior virtues and 
abilities, or it is paid to Nothing. 

But when a man is a notorious knave or fool it is im- 
possible there should be any such supposal. 

The conclusion is apparent. 

Now that no man is ashamed of either paying or 
receiving this respect I wonder not, since the great im- 
portance of Nothing seems, I think, to be pretty ap- 
parent : but that they should deny the Deity worshipped^ 
and endeavour to represent Nothing as Something, is 
more worthy reprehension- This is a fallacy extremely 
common. I have eeen a fellow^ whom all the world 
knew to have Nothing in him, not only pretend to 
Somethiog himself, but supported in that pretension 
by others who have been leas liable to be deceived. 
Now whence can this proceed but from their being 
ashamed of Nothing ? A modesty very peculiar to this 
age. 

But, notwithstanding all such disguises and deceit^ 
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a man must have very little dJBcerniiieiit who can live 
verj long in courts, or populous citied, without being 

convinced of the great dignity of Nothing ; aad though 
he should, through corruption or necesHity, comply with 
the vulgar worship and adulation, he will know to what 
it is paid ; namely, to Nothiug. . 

The most astonishing instance of this respect, so fre- 
quently paid to Nothing, is when it is paid (if I may 
so express myself) to something less than Nothing ; when 
the person who receives it is not only void of the quality 
for which he is respected, but ia in reality notorioudly 
guilty of the vices directly opposite to the virtues whose 
applause he receives. This is, indeed, the highest degree 
of Nothing, or (if I may be allowed the word), the 
Nothingest of all Nothings. 

Here it is to be known, that lespect may be aimed at 
Something and really light on Nothing, For instance, 
when mistaking certain things called gravity, canting, 
blustering, ostentation, pomp, and such like, for wisdom, 
piety, magnanimity, charity, true greatness, &c., we give 
to the former the honour and reverence due to the latter. 
Not that I would be understood so far to discredit my 
subject as to insinuate that gravity, canting, &c- are 
really Nothing ; on the contrary, there is much more 
reason to suspect (if we judge from the practice of the 
world) that wisdom, piety, and other virtues, have a good 
title to that name. But we do not, in fact, pay our 
respect to the former, but to the latter : in other words, 
W6 pay it to that which id not, and consequently pay 
it to Nothing. 

So far then for thti dignity of the subject on which I 
am treating. I am now to shew, that Nothing is the 
end as well as beginning of all things. 

That every thing is resolvable, and will be resolved 
into its first principles, will be, I believe, readily acknow- 
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ledged by all philosophers, Aa, therefore, we have aufR- 
cieotly proved the world came from Nothings it follows^ 
that it will likewise end in the same : but as I am writing 
to a nation of Christiana, I have no need to be prolix 
on this head ; since every one of my readers, by his faith, 
acknowledges that the world is to have an end, i.e. is 
to come to Nothing. 

And, as Nothing is the end of the world, so is it of 
every thing in the world. Ambition, the greatest, highest, 
noblest, finest, most heroic and godlike of all passions, 
what doth it end in? — Nothing. What did Alexander, 
Caesar, and all the rest of that heroic band* who have 
plundered and massacred so many millions, obtain by 
all their care, labour, paio^ fatigue, and danger? — Could 
they speak for themselves, must they not own, that the 
end of all their pursuit w^ Nothing ? Nor ia this the 
end of private ambition only. What is become of that 
proud mistress of the world,— the Caput tfiumpk/Ui orbtJi ? 
that Rome, of which her own Batterers so liberally pro- 
phesied the immortality. In what hath all her glory 
ended ? Surely in Nothing, 

Again, what is the end of avarice ? Not power, or 
pleasure, as some think, for the miaer will part with 
a shilling for neither : not ease or happineaa ; for the 
more he attains of what he desires, the more uneasy 
and miserable he is. I( every good in this world was 
put to him, he could not say he pursued one. Shall 
we say then he pursues misery only ? That surety would 
be contradictory to the lirBt principles of human nature. 
May we not therefore, nay, must we not confess, that 
he aims at Nothing ? especially if he be himself unable 
to tell us what ia the end of all this buatle and hurry, 
this watching and toiling, this self-denial and aelf-coa- 
straint ? 

It will not, I apprehend, be sufiicieiit for him to plead 
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that his design is to amasa a large fortune, which he 
nerer can nor will use himself, nor would willingly quit 
to any other person ; unless lie can shi^w ua som& sub- 
stantial good which this fortune is to produce^ we shall 
certainly be justified in concluding, that his end is the 
same with that of ambition- 

The great Mr. Hobbes so plainly saw this, that aa 
he was an enemy to that notable immaterial substance 
which we have here handled^ and therefore unwilling 
to allow it the large province we have contended for, 
he advanced a very strange doctrine, and asserted truly, 
— That in all these grand pursuits the means them- 
selves were the end proposed, viz. to ambition, plotting, 
fighting, danger, difficulty, and such like: — to avarice, 
cheating, starving, watching, and the numberless painful 
arts by which this passion proceeds. 

However easy it may be to demonstrate the absurdity 
of this opinion it will be needless to my purpose, aiace, 
ii we are driven to confess that the means are the only 
end attained, I think we must likewise confess, that the 
end proposed is absolutely Nothing, 

Aa I have shewn the end of our two greatest and 
noblest pursuits, one or other of which engages almost 
every individual of the busy part of mankind, I shall 
not tire the reader with carrying him through all the 
rest, since I believe the same conclusion may be easily 
drawn from them all. 

I shall therefore finish this Essay with an inference, 
which aptly enough suggests itself from what hath been 
said ; seeing that such la its dignity and importance, 
and that it is really the end of all those things which 
are supported with bo much pomp and solemnity, and 
looked on with such respect and esteem, surely it 
becomes a wise man to regard Nothing with the utmost 
awe and adoration ; to pursue it with all his parts and 
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pains ; and to eacrifice to it Ub ease, bis innocencef and 
his present happiness. To which noble pui^nit we have 
this great incitement, that we may assure ourselTes of 
never being cheated or deceived in the end proposed. 
The virtuous, wise, and learned, may then be uncon- 
cerned at all the changes of ministries and of govern- 
ment ; since they may be well satisfiedf that while 
ministers of Btate are rogues themselves, and have in- 
ferior knavish tools to bribe and reward ; true virtue^ 
wisdom, learning, wit, and integrity, will most certainly 
bring their possessoiB — Nothing. 
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Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 

There is no part in all the excellent Er&ine oi our coo- 
Btitiition which an EngUahman can, I think, contemplate 
with such delight and admiration ; nothing which must 
fill him with such gratitude to our earliest ancestors, as 
that branch of Britiah liberty from which, gentlemen, 
you derive your autliority of assembling here cm this 
day. 

The inatttutioQ of juries, gentlemen, is a privilege 
which difftinguiahes the liberty of Englishmen from 
thofie of alt other nations ; for as we Bnd no traces of 
this in the antiquities of the Jews, or Greeks, or Romans, 
80 it is an advantage which is at present solely confined 
to this countiy ; not so much, I apprehend, from the 
reasons assigned by Fortiesc;ie, in hia book de LaudAus^ 
cap. 29, naraelj, ' because there are more huebandmen and 
* fewer freeholders in other countries/ as because other 
countries have less of freedom than this ; and, being for 
the most part subjected to the absolute wills ot their 
governors, bold their lives, liberties, and properties, at 
the discretion of those governors, and not under the 
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protftctdon of certain laws. In auch countries it would 
be absurd to look for any share of power in the hands of 
the people. 

And, il jurieR in general be so very signal a blessing 
to this nation, as Fortescue, in the book I have just cited, 
thinks it : ' A method,' says he, ' much more available 
' and effectual for the trial of truth than is the form of 
^ any other laws of the world, as it is farther from the 
' danger of comiption and subornation,' what, gentle- 
men, shall we say of the institution of grand juries, hy 
which an Englishman, so far from being convicted, 
cannot be even tried, nor even put on his trial in any 
capital case, at the suit of the crown ; unless, peihaps, 
in one or two very special instance-s, till twelve men, 
at the least, have said on theii oaths that there is a 
probable cause for his accusation ! Surely we mayi 
in a kind of rapture, cry out with Forteecue, speaking 
of the second jury, * Who then can unjustly die in 

* ICnglaod lor any criminal oSence, seeing he may have 
' so many helps for the favour of his life, and that none 

* may condemn him but his neighbours, good and law- 
' ful men, against whom be hath no manner of ex- 
^ ception T ' 

To trace the original of this great and singular 
privilege, oi to say when and how it began, is not 
an easy task ; so obscure indeed are the footsteps of 
it through the first stages of our history, that my Lord 
Hale, and even my Lord Coke, seem to have declined 
it. Nay, this latter, in his account of his second or 
petty jury is very succinct ; and contents himself with 
saying, Co, Lit. 165. i. that it is very ancient, and 
before the Conquest. 

Bpelman, in his life of Allied, bb, ii, page 71, will 
nave that prince to have been the firet founder of juries, 
but in truth they are much older ; and very probably 
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had &ome existence even among the Britons. The 
Normans likewise had anciently the benefit of jnries, as 
appears in the Custumier de Normandy ; and something 
like grand jories too we find in that book under the title 
Suit de Murdyr, 

Bracton, who wrote in the reign of Henry III<, in hie 
book de Corona, cap, 1, gives a plain account of this 
matter; and by him it appears, that the grand juries 
before the jueticea in eyre d^ered very little at that time 
from what they now are before justices assigned to keep 
the peace, oyer and terminer, and gaol-deUvery, unless 
in the manner of choosing them, and miless in one other 
respect ; there being then a grand jury sworn for every 
hundred ; whereas, at present, one serves for the whole 
county, liberty, &c. 

But before this time our aucestors were sensible of the 
great importance of this privilege, and extremely jealous 
of it, as appears by the twenty-ninth chapter of the great 
charter, granted by Kin g John, and confirmed by Henry 
III, For thus my Lord CJoke, 2 Instit. 46, expounds 
that chapter. NuUus lihcT homo capiatur^ &c. ^ No 

* man shall be taken, that is,^ &aya he, ^ restrained of 
^ liberty, by petition or suggestion to the king and hiB 

* council ; unless it be by indictment oi presentment 
' of good and lawful mc-n, where such deeds be done,' 

And so just a ralu^' have our ancestors always Fiet on 
this great branch of our liberties, and so jealous have 
they been of any attempt to diminish it, that when a 
commission to punish rioters in a summary way was 
awarded* m the second year of Richard II., ' it wasJ 
says Mi. Lambard in his Eirenarcha, fol. 305, ' even 
^ in the £elf-sam.e year of the same king, resumed, as 

* a thing over hard,' says that writer, ' to be borne, 
' that a freeman should be imprisoned without an in- 
' dictment, or other trial, by his peera^ as Magna 
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' Charta speaketh ; until that the experience of greater 
* eriia had prepared and made the stomach of th« 
^ commoawealth able and fit to digest it,* 

And a hard morsel surely it tnust have been, when the 
commoawealth could not digest it in that turbuleDt 
reign, which, of all others in our history, seems to hare 
afforded the moat proper ingredients to make it palat- 
able ; in a reign, moreover, when the commonwealth 
seemed to have been capable of swallowing and 
digesting almost any thing ; when judges were so 
prostituted as to acknowledge the king to be above 
the law ; and when a parliament, which even £chard 
censures, and for which Mr. Rapin, with a juater in- 
dignatioQ, tells ufi, he knows no name odious enough, 
made no scruple to Bacrifice to the passions of the 
king, and hia miniatera, the lives of the moat didtin- 
guiahed lords of the kingdom, aa well as the Iibertiea 
and privileges of the people. Even in that reign, 
gentlemen, our ancestors could not, aa Mr. Lambard 
remarks^ be brought by any necessity of the times to 
give up, in any eingle instance, thia their invaluable 
privilege. 

Another considerable attempt to deprive the subject ot 
the benefit of grand juries was made in the eleventh 
year of Henry VIL The pretence of thia act of parlia- 
ment was the wilful concealment of grand jurors in 
their inqoeetfl ; and by it ' power was given to the 
'justices of assise in their sessions, and to the justices 
' of peace in every county, upon information for the 
' king, to hear and determine all offences and coo- 
' tempts (saving treason, murder, or felony) bj any 
' person against the effect of any statute.' 

My Lord Coke, in his 4th Institute, fol_ 40^ sets forth 
this act at large, not as a law which in his time had 
any force, but in terrorem ; and, as he himself says. 
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that the like should never be attempted in any future 
parliament. 

' This act,' says Lord Coke, ' had a fair flattering 

* preamble ; but in the execution, tended diametrically 
' contrary ; viz. to the high displeasure of Almighty 
' God, and to the great let, nay, the utter eubversion 

* of the common law; namely, by depriving the aub- 
' ject of that great privilege of being indicted and tried 

* by a jury of their countrymen.' 
By pretext of this law, says the great writer I have 

just cited, Empson and Dudley did commit upon the 
subject insufferable preasutea and oppressions. And we 
read in history, that aoon after the act took place. Sir 
William Capel, alderman of Ijondon, who was made the 
first object of its tyranny, was fined two thousand seven 
hundred pounds, sisteen hundred ot which he actually 
paid to the king, by way of composition, A vaat sum, 
in those days, to be imposed for a crime bo minute that 
scarce any notice is taken of it in history. 

Our ancestors, however, bore not long this invasion on 
their liberties ; for in the very first year of King Henry 
VIIL this Sagitious act waa repealed, and the advisers of 
all the extortions committed by it were deservedly sacri- 
ficed to the public resentment. 

Gentlemen, I shall mention but two more attacks on 
this moat valuable of all our Uberties ; the first of which 
was indeed the greatest of all, I mean that cursed Court 
of StarChamber, which was erected under the same 
king. 

I shall not before you, gentlemen, enter intc a contest 
with my Lord Coke whether this court had a much 
older existence, or whether it first began under the 
statute of 3 Henry VII. For my part, I clearly think 
the latter. 
L I. Because the statute which erects it mentions no 
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Ea6h court as then existing, and moat manifestly Epeaks 
the laDgiiage of creation, not of confirmation. 

IL Because it was expressly so understood by the 

judges, within five years after the statute was made, aa 
appears by the year-book of S Henry VII, Pasch. fol, 13, 
Plac- 7. 

Lastly, Because all our historians and law writers be- 
fore that time are silent concerniog Einy such court ; for 
as to the records and acts of parliament cited by my 
Lord Coke, they are most evidently to be applied only to 
the king and council, to whom, in old time, complaints 
were, in very extraordinary cases, preferred. 

This old court, my Lord Coke himself confesses, sat 
very rarely ; so rarely indeed, that there are no tracea 
left of its proceedings, at Icaat of any such aa were after- 
wards had under the authority of the statute. Had this 
court had an original existence in the constitution, I do 
not see why the great lawyer is so severe against the 
before- mentioned act of the eleventh of Henry VIL or 
bow he can, with any propriety, call the liberty of being 
accused and tried only by juries the birthright of an 
English subject. 

The other instance was that of the High Commiasion 
Court, instituted by parliament in the first year of Queen 
Elizabeth* 

The act likewise pretends to refer to an authority in 
being. The title of it is, * An Act restoring to the Crown 
*the ancient jurisdiction,' &e, By which, saith Lord 
Coke, 4 Inst. 325. the nature of the act doth appear, viz. 
that it ia an act of restitution. 

And^hence the Court of Common Pleas, in the reign of 
James L well argued, that the act being meant to restore 
to the crown the ancient ecclesiastical jiiriadiction, the 
commissioners could derive no other power from it than 
before belonged to that ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 



TBB GRAND JURY. 



163 



But however necessary, aa my Lord Coke says, 4 Inst, 
|326, this act might have been at its first cieatioDi or how- 
[«v6t the intention of the legislature might have been to 
lieatrain it, either as to time or peraons, certain it is* that 
!the commiaaionera extended ita jurisdiction in many cases, 
kto the great grievance of the subject, and to the depriv- 
jing them of that privilege which I have juat mentioned 
[to be the birthright of an Englishman, 
f The uses made of these courts, and particularly under 
|that unhappy prince Charles I, need not be mentioned. 
IThey are but too well known. Let it suffice, that the 
iaprit of oTir ancestors at last prevailed over these inva- 
HKltafi of their liberties, and these courts were for ever 
[aboUahed. 

t And, gentlemen, if we have just reason to admire the 
■seat bravery and steadiness of those our ancestorti, in 
Hifeating all the attempts of tyranny against this excel- 
lent branch of our constitution, we shall have no lees 
reason, I apprehend, to extol that great wisdom which 
they have from time to time demonstrated, in well order- 
ing and regulating their juries ; so as to preserve them aa 
le&i as possible from all danger of corruption. In this 
light, gentlemen, we ought to consider the several laws 
by which the morals, the character, the substance, and 
demeanour of jurors are regulated. These jurors, 
gentlemen, must be good and lawful men, of reputatipn 
and aubstance in their country, chosen at the nomination 
oi neither party, absolutely disinterested and indifferent 
in the cause which they are to try. Upon the whole, 
the excellence of our constitution, and the great wisdom 
of our laws, which Forteacue, my Lord Coke, and many 
other great writers, have so highly extolled, is in no one 
instance so truly admirable as in this institution of our 
juries, 

I hope, gentlemen, I shall not be thought impertinent 
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in having taken up so mach of your time to shew fOD 
the gieat dignity and importance of that office which y<^ 
are now assembled here to execute ; the dutiee of which 
it is incumbent on me concisely to open to you ; and thit 
I shall endeavour in the best manner I am able. 

The duty, gentlemen, of a grand juror, is to inquire ol 
rU crimes and misdemeanours whatfioever, which hart 
been committed in the county or liberty for which he 
eervcs as a grand juror, and which are anywise cogniz- 
able by the court in which he is sworn to inquire. 

And this inquiry is in a twofold manner, by way ol 
indictment and by way of presentment- 

Which two words Mr, Lambard, foh 461 , thtia 
explains : 

A presentment, says he, I take to be a mere determina- 
tion o£ the jurors themselves ; and an indictment is the 
verdict of the jurors, grounded upon the accusation of ft 
third person ; so that a presentment is but a declaration 
of the j uxors, without any bill offered before; and an 
indictment i3 their Sndiug a bill of accusation to be 
true. 

The usual method of charge hath been to run over the 
several articles, or heads of crimes, which might possibly 
become subject to the inquiry of the grand jury. 

This we find in Bracton, who writ so long ago as the 
reign of Henry III. was the practice of the justicee in 
Eyre, h iii. c, 1. And my Lord Coke saya, 4 InsL 183, 
that the charge to be given at the sessions of the peace 
consisteth of two parts ; laws ecclesiastical for the peace 
of the church, and laws civil and temporal for the peace 
of the land. And Mr. Lambard, in bis Eirenarcha, gives 
the whole form of the charge at length, in which he re- 
capitulates every article which was at that time inquir- 
able in the sessions. 

But, gentlemen, I think I may be excused at pceeent 
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{roM taking up so much of your time ; for though we are 
assembled to exerci&e the juriBdictrinD of a very ancient 
and honourable liberty, yet, as there is another sessions 
of justices within that county of which this liberty 18 a 
part, before whom indictments for all crimes of the 
deeper dye are usuaUy preferred, it seems rather to 
savour of ostentation than utility, to run over those 
articles which in great probability will not come before 
you. 

And indeed a perfect knowledge of the law in these 
matters is not necessary tn a grand juror; for in all 
cases of indictments, whether for a greater or s lesser, 
a public, or private crime, the businesB of a grand jury 
is only to attend to the evidence for the king ; and if 
on that evidence theie shall appear a probable cause 
for the accusation, they are to fiJad the true bill, without 
listening to any circumstances of defence, or to any 
matter of law. 

And therefore my Lord Hale, vol, II. foL 168, puts 
this case : ' If A be killed by B, so that the person of 
' the slayer and slain be certain ; and a bill of murder 

* be presented to the grand jury, regularly they ought 
' to find the bill for murder, and not for manslaughter, 
' or se de/endendo : because otherwise offences may be 
' smothered without due trial ; and when the party comes 

* on his trial, the whole fact will be examined before 
' the court and the petty jury ; for if a man kills B 

* in his own defence or per infortunium, or possibly in 

* executing the process of law upon an assault made 
' upon him, or in his own defence on the highway, 

* or io defence of his house against those that come 

* to rob him (in which three last cases it is neither 

* felony nor forfeiture, but, upon not guilty pleaded, 
' he ought to be acquitted) ; yet if the grand inquest 
' find an i^noramtis upon the bill, or find the special 
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' matter, whereby the prisoner ia diamiaaed and dia- 

* charged, he may nevertheleas be indicted for murder 
' seven years after ; ' whereas, if upon a proper finding 
he had been acquitted he could never aHerwarda be 
flgam arraigned without having the plea of aMtrefoits fl 
acqiiit. 

This doctrine of the learned chief justice you will 
apply to whatever case may come before you ; for 
wherever yon shall find probable cause, upon the oatha 
of the king's witnesses, you will not discharge your 
office without Ending the bill to be true, shewing no 
regard to the nature of the crime, or the degree of the 
guilt ; which are matters proper for the cognizance and 
determination of the court only. 

I must not, however, omit» on the authority of the 
laet-mentioned judge, Hh P. C. ii. 157t 'that if, upon 

* the hearing the king's evidence, or upon your own 

* knowledge of the incredibility of the witnesses, you 

* shall be dissatisfied, you may then return the bill 
' ignoramus.'' 

It 19 true my Lord Hale confines this to indictments 
for capital oSencea ; but 1 see no reason why it may not 
be extended to any indictment whatever. 

One caution more occurs on this head of indictment ; 
and it is the duty of secrecy. To have revealed the 
king's couneel disclosed to the grand jurors was formerly 
taken to be felony ; nay. Justice Shard, in the 27th 
year of the book of assizes, Placit, 63> doubted whether 
it was not treason : and though at thia day the Jaw be 
not 80 severe, yet is this still a very great misdemeanour, 
and fineable as such, and is moreover a manifest breach 
of yoxa oatK 

I come now, gentlemen, to the second branch of your 
duty, namely, that of presenting all offences which ehall 
come to your knowledge. 
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And this is mucli more painful, and of greater di£B- 
eulty than the former ; for here you are obliged, without 
any direct accusation, to inform youraelvea as well aa is 
pos^ble of the truth of the fact, and in some measure 
likewise to be conusant of those laws which aubjett 
offences to your presentment. 

Upon this head, therefore, I shall beg Leave to remind 
you of those articles which seem to be most worthy of 
your inquiry at thia time ; tor indeed it would be useleas 
and tedious to enumerate the whole catalogue of mis- 
demeanours that aro to be found in our statutes ; many 
of which, though atill in force, are, by the changes of 
times and fashions, become antiquated, and of httle u^e. 
Cessantt raii<me legis, ctssai el ipsa lex ; and tliere are 
some accidental and temporary evils which at particular 
seasons have^ Uke an epidemic distemper, affected dociety, 
but have afterwards disappeared, or at least made very 
faint efforts to corrupt the pubhc morab* The lama 
made to suppress such, though very wholesome and 
necessary at the time of their creation, become obsolete 
with the evil which occoeioned them, and which they 
were intended to cure. But, gentlemen, there arc evils 
of a more durable kind, which rather resemble chronical 
than epidemic diseases ; and which have ao inveterated 
themselves in the blood of the body politic, that they 
are perhaps never to be totally eradicated. These it will 
be alwaya the duty of a magistrate to palliate and keep 
down as much aa possible. And these, gentlemen, are 
the misdemeanours of which you are to present as many 
afi come to your knowledge. 

And first, gentlemen, I will remind you of presenting 
all offences committed immediately against the Divine 
Being ; for though all crimes do include in them some 
degree of sin, and may therefore be considered as offences 
against the Almighty ; yet there are some more directly 
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levelled at his honour, and which the temporal laws oo 
putiiah as such. 

And, 1< AM bksphemous expTesBioDS against any one 
of the Sacred Persona in the Trinity are severely punish- 
able by the common law ; for, as my Lord Hale says, in 
Taylor's case, 1 Veat. 293. 3 Keb. 607. 621. S.C- Snch 

* kind of wicked blasphemous worde are not only an offence 
' against God and religion, but a crime againat the laws, 

* stat^, and government ; ' and in that case the defendant 
for blasphemy, too horrible indeed to be repeated, was 
sentenced to etand three times in the pillory, to pay a 
great finei and to find eecurity for his good behaviour 
during life. 

In like manner, all ecandaloua and contemptuona words 
Bpoken against our holy religion are by the wisdom of 
the common law made liable to an indictment ; for 
'Christianity' (says that excellent chief^justice, in the 
caee I have just cited) * is parcel of the laws of England ; 

* therefore to reproach the Christian rehgion is to apeak 
' in subveiBion of the law.' And to the same purpose is 
Atwood's caBe, in CtOp Jae. 421, where one was indicted 
before the juBticee of peace for saying, that the rehgion 
now professed was a new religion within fifty years, &c. 
For as to the doubt concerning the liigh commissioners 
started in that case, and then, as it appears, over-ruled, 
that is now vanished. 

Nor are our statutes silent concerning this dreadful 
offence ; particularly by 1 Eliz. c. 2. sect. 9, a severe 
punishment is enacted for any person who shall, in any 
interludes, plays, songs, rhymes, or by other open words, 
declare or speak any thing in derogation, depraving or 
despising the Book of Common Prayer, &c. 

Mr. Lambard, I find, mentions this act in hia charge^ 
though the execution of it be in the counties confined 
to the jnatieea of Oyer and Terminer, and of assize ; but 
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tte 22d sect* of the statute seems to g^ve a clf^r juris- 
diction to this court, at two of our quarter -eessions. 

The last offence of this kind which the wicked toogue 
of man can commit Sb by profane curBing and swearing. 
This is a sin expressly against the law delivered by God 
himself to the Jews, and which ia as expressly prohibited 
by out blessed Saviour in his sermon on the mount. 

Many statutes have been made against this offence ; 
and by the last of theee» which was enacted in the nine- 
teenth year of the present king, eveiy day-labourer, 
CQDimon soldier, common sailor, and coiomou seaman, 
forfeits one shilling ; every other person under the degree 
of a gentleman, two ehiUinge ; and every person of or 
above that degree five shillings. 

And io case any peraon shall after such conviction 
ofiend again he forfeits double ; and for every offence after 
a second conviction treble. 

Though the execution of this act be entrusted to one 
single magistrate, and no jurisdiction, unless by appeal, 
given to the sessions ; yet I could not forbear mentioning 
it here, when I am speaking in the presence of many 
peace-officers, who are to forfeit forty shilllngB for neg- 
lecting to put the act in execution. And I mention it 
the lather to inform them, that whenever the offender is 
unknown to any constable, petty constable, tithingmao, 
or other peace officer, such constable, &c. is empowered 
by the act, without any warrant, to seize and detain any 
Buch person, and forthwith to carry him before the next 
n^agistrate. 

And if these officers would faithfully discharge the 
duty thus enjoined them, and which religion, as well 
ae the law, requires of them, our streets would soon 
cease to resound with this detestable crime, so injurious 
to the honour of God, so directly repugnant to his posi- 
tive commands, so highly offensive to tbe ears of all 
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good men, and bo very scandalous to the nation in the 
ears of foreigners. 

Having dispatched those misdemeajiours (the [ninGipal 
ones at least) wtuch are immediately committed against 
God, I come now to speak of those which are committed 
against the person of the king, which person the law 
wisely holds to be sacred. 

Besides those heinous offences against this sacred 
person which are punished ultimo suppticto, there are 
many articles, some of which involve the criminal in 
the guilt of praemunire, and others are considered in law 
aa misprisions or contempts. The former of these is by 
Hr. Serjeant Hawkins^ in his Pleas of the Crown, divided 
into two general heads : viz. 

Into offences against the crown. 
And oflences against the authority of the king and 
parliament. 

Under the former head he enumerates nine several 
articles ; but as these chiefly relate to such invasions of 
the royal prerogatives as were either made in Popish 
ages in favour of the Bishops of Borne, or in those times 
which bordered on the reformation in favour of the 
Church of Rome* and are not practised, at least not 
openly practised, in these daj-5, I shall have no need to 
repeat them here. 

Under the latter head he mentions only one, which 
was enacted in the reign of Queen Anne, 6 Ann, c. 7. 
If any person shall maUeiously and directly, by preach- 
ing, teaching, or advised speaking, declare, maint-ftin, and 
aflinn, that the pretended Prince of Wales hath any 
right or title to the crown of these realms, or that any 
other person or persons hath or have any right or title 
to thft aune, o^enriae than according to the acts of 
ttw kuogs or queens of this realm* 
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with the authority of parliament, ace not able to make 
lawB to limit the crown and the descent, &c<, thereof, 
ahall incur a prGemunixe. 

A most wholesome and necesaarj' law. And yet so 
mild liath been our government, that I remember no one 
instance of putting it in execution. 

Misprisions or contempts are against the king's pre- 
rogative, against his title, or against his sacred pereon 
or government. 

Under these heads will (all any act of public and 
avowed disobedience ; any denying his most just and 
lawful title to the crown j any overt act which directly 
tends to encourage or promote rebellion or sedition ; all 
iaise mmoura against his majesty, or hia councils; all 
contemptuous language eonceming his sacred person, by 
cursing, reviling him , &f,j or by uttering any thing which 
manifests an intention of lessening that esteem, awe, and 
reverence, which subjects ought to bear to the beat of 
princes. 

These are offences, gentlemen, which I must earnestly 
recommend to your inquiry. This, gentlemen, is your 
duty as grand jurors; and it must be a most pleasing 
task to you as you are Englishmen ; for in proportion as 
you love and esteem your liberties, you will be fired with 
love and reverence toward a prince under whose admin- 
istration you enjoy them in the fullest and amplest 
manner, 

Beheve me, gentlemen, notwithstanding all which the 
malice of the disappointed, the madness of republicans, 
or the folly of Jacobites, may insinuate, there is but one 
method to maintain the liberties of this country, and that 
ie, to maintain the crown on the heads of that family 
which now happily enjoys it. 

If ever subjects had reason to admire the justice of 
that sentiment of the poet Claudian, ' That liberty never 
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' flourishes so happily as under a good king/ we have 
reason at present for that admiiatioE. 

I am afraid, gentlemen, this word lihorty, though bo 
mucb talked of, ia but little understood. What other 
idea can we have of liberty than that it is the enjoyment 
of our lives, our peraonB, and our properties in security ; 
to be free masters of ourselves and our poasesaions, as far 
as the known laws of our country will admit ; to be 
liable to no punishment, no confinementp no loss, but 
what those laws subject ua to ? Tb there any man 
ignorant enough to deny that this is the description of 
a free people ? or base enough to accuse me of panegyric^ 
when I say this is our present happy condition ? 

But if the blessing of liberty, like that of health, be 
nob to be perceived by those who enjoy it, or at least 
must be illustrated by its opposite, let us compare our 
own condition with that of other countries; of those 
whose polity some among us pretend so much to admire, 
and whose government they eeem so ardently to affect. 
Leitres de Cachet, Bastiles, and InquisitioDs, May, per- 
haps, give us a livelier sense of a just and mild ad- 
rainiBtration, than any of the blessings we enjoy under 
it. 

Again^ gentlemen, let ua compare the present times 
with the past. And here I need not resort back to those 
distant ages when oar unhappy forefathers petitioned 
their conqueror, * that he would not make them so 
' miserable, nor be so severe to them, as to judge them 
' by a law they imderstood not/ These are the very 
words, as we find them preserved in Daniel i in return to 
which, the historian informs us. nothing was obtained 
but fair promisee. 1 shall not dwell here on the tyranny 
of his immediate succcESor, of whom the same historian 
records, that * seeking to establiah absolute power by 
' force, he made both himself and his people miserable.* 



I 



THE OBdND JUBY. 173 

I need not, geatlemen, here remind you of the opprea- 
aioDS under which our anceatora have groaned in many 
other reigns^ to sbake off which the sword of civil war 
wa9 first drawn in the reign of King John^ which was 
not entirely sheathed diiring many successive genera- 
tions. 

I might, perhaps, have a fairer title io your patience in 
laying open the tyrannical proceedings of latter times, 
while the crown waa poascsaed by four successive princes 
of the House of Stuart. But this, gentlemen, would be 
to trespass on your patience indeed ; for to mention all 
their acta of absolute power, all their attempts to subvert 
the liberties of this nation, would be to relate to you the 
history of their reigns. 

In a word, gentlemeD* ail the struggles which our 
ancestors have so bravely maintained with ambitious 
princes, and particularly with the last mentioned family, 
was to maintain and preserve to themselves and their 
posterity, that very liberty which we now enjoy, under 
a prince to whom I may truly apply what the philoso- 
pher long ago said of virtue. That all who truly know 
him, viu&t lovt him^ 

The third general head of misdemeanours, gentlemen, 
LB of those which are committed against the subject; 
and these may be divided into two branches. 

Into such as are committed against individuals only : 
And into such as affect the public in general. 

The former of these will probably come before you by 
way of indictment ; for men are apt enough to revenge 
their own quarrels ; but offences in comm^tne noomnen- 
turn do not so certainly find an avenger ; and thus those 
crimes, which it is the duty of every man to punish, do 
ofCen escape with Lmpimity. 

Of these, gentlemen, it may be therefore proper to 
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awaken your inquiry, and particularly oi such aa do in 
a more especial nianner infe-st the public at this time. 

The first of this kind is the offence of profligate lewd- 
ness ; a crime of a very pernicious nature to society, aa 
it tends to corrupt the morals of our youth, and is es- 
pre^y prohibited by the law of God, under the denun- 
ciation of the severest judgment, in the New Testament, 
Nay, we read io the 25th chapter of Numbers the ex- 
ceeding wrath of God against the children of Israel for 
their fornication with the daughters of Moab* Nor did 
the plague, which on that occasion was sent among them, 
and which destroyed four and twenty thousand, cease, 
till Phineas, the son of Eleazer, and grandson of Aaron, 
had slain the Israelite together with his harlot. 
_And thia, gentlemen, through a spiritual offence, and of 
a very high nature too, as appears from what I have 
mentioned, is likewise a temporal crime, and as Mr. 
Lambard (122) says, against the peace. 

My Lord Coko, in his third Institute, 206, tells ua, 
that, in ancient tunes, adultery end fornication were 
punished by fine and imprisonment, and were inquirable 
in turns and leets. And in the year-book of Heo. VIL 
1 H vii, fol. 6. plae, 3, we find the custom of London 
pleaded for a constable to seize a woman taken in the act 
of adultery, and to carry her to prison. 

And though later times have given up this matter in 
general to ecclesiastical juriadictiou, yet there are two 
species which remain at this day cognizable by the com- 
mon law. 

The tirab is, any open act of lewdness and indecency in 
public;, to the scandal of good manners. 

And therefore, in Michaelmas term, 15 Car, II, B. R, 
Sir Charles Sidley was indicted for having exposed him- 
eelf naked In a balcony in Covent Garden, to a great 
multitude of people^ with many indecent words and 
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actions; and this was laid to be contrary to tbe king's 
peace, and to the great scandal o( Christianity. He 
confesaed the indictment; and Siderfin, 1 Sid. 168, who 
reports the caae, tells ns, that the court, in consideration 
of his embarraaaed fortune, fined hira only two thousand 
marks, with a short imprisonment, and to be bound three 
years to his good behaviour. An infaraouB punishment: 
ioT a gentleman, but Jar less infamous than the offence. 
If any facta of this nature shall come to your knowledge, 
you will, I make no doubt, preaent them- without any 
respect to persons. Sex or quality may render the crime 
more atrocious, and the example more pernicious ; but 
can give no sanction to such infamous offences, nor will, 
I hope, ever give impunity. 

The second species which falls under this head, is the 
crime of keeping a brothel or bawdy-house. This is a 
kind of common nuisance, and is punishable by the 
common law. 

It is true, that certain houses of this kind* under the 
name of public stews, have been sometimes tolerated in 
Christian countries^ to the great scandal of our religion, 
and in direct contradiction to its positive precepts ; but in 
the thirty-seventh year of Henry VIII. they were all 
supprefised by proclamation- And those infamous women 
who inhabited them were not, says Lord Coke» either 
buried in Christian burial when they were dead, nor per- 
mitted to receive the rites of the church while they lived* 

And, gentlemen, notwithstanding the favour which the 
law in many cases extends to married women, yet in this 
case the wife is equally indictable, and may be found 
guilty with her husband- 

Nor is it necessary that the person be master or mis- 
tress of the whole house ; for if he or she have only a 
single room, and will therewith accommodate lewd people 
to perpetrate acts of uncleanness^ they may be indict,ed 
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for keeping a bawdy-house. And this was the resolatioit 
of the whole court, in the Queen and Peiraon. Salk- 332_ 

Nor is the guilt confined to those who keep such 
houses ; those who frequeot them are no less liable to the 
censure oi the law. Accordingly we find in the select 
cases pcinted at the end of Lord Ch. J, Popham's reports, 
that a man was indicted in the beginning of the reign of 
Charles I., at the sessions of peace for the town o£ North- 
ampton, for frequenting a suspected bawdy-house. And 
the indictment being removed into the King's Bench, 
several objections were taken to it, which were all over- 
ruled, judgment was given upon it, and the defendant 
fined. 

If you shall know, therefore, gentlemen, of any such 
Crimea* it wili be your duty to present them to the court. 

For however lightly this offence may be thought or 
spoken ot by idle and dissolute persona, ifc is a matter of 
serious and weighty consideration. It is the cause, says 
my Lord Coke, of many mischiefs, the fairest end whereof 
is beggary ; and tends directly to the overthrow of men's 
bodies, to the wasting of their bvehhood, and to the 
endangering of their souls. 

To eradicate this vice out of society, however it may 
be the wish of sober and good men, is, perhaps, an im- 
possible attempt ; but to check its progress, and to sup- 
press the open and more profligate practice of it, is within 
the power of the magistrate, and it is his duty. And this 
ifi more immediately incumbent upon ua, in an age when 
brothels are become in a manner the seminaries of educa- 
tion, and that especially of those youths, whose birth 
makes their right institution of the utmost consequence to 
the future well-being of the public ; for whatever may be 
the education ol these youths, however vitiated and 
enervated their minds and bodies may be with vices and 
diseases, they are born to be the governors of our pos- 
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terity> If, therefore, through the egregious folly of their 
pareDtE, this town is to be the school of such youths, it 
behoves us, gentlemen, to take as much care as possible 
to correct the morale of that school. 

And, gentiemen, there are other houses, rather less 
scandalous, peihaps, but equally dangerous to the society ; 
in which houses the manners of youth are greatly tainted 
and corrupted. These are those places of public rendez- 
vous, where idle persons of both aexes meet in a very 
disorderly manner, often at improper hours, and aome' 
times in disguised habitSn These houses, which pretend 
to be the scenes of innocent diversion and amusementt 
are, in reality, the temples of iniquity. Such meetings 
are contra bonos tnorts ; they are considered in law in the 
nature of a nuisance ; and, as such, the keepers and 
maintainers of them may be presented and punished. 

There is a great difference, gentlemen , between a 
morose and over sanctified spirit which excludes all kind 
of diversion, and a profligate disposition which hurries us 
into the moat vicious excesses of this kind. * The common 
' law,' says Mr. Pulton, in his excellent treatise de Pace^ 
foL 25- b. ' allows many recreations, which be not with 
' intent to break or disturb the peace, or to offer violence, 
' force, or hurt to the person of any ; but either to try 
' activity, or tc* increase society, amity, and neighbourly 
' friendship/ He there enumerates many sorts of inno- 
cent diversions of the rural kind, and which for the most 
p&rt belong to the lower sort of people. For the upper 
part of mankind, and in this town, there ate many lawful 
amusements, abundantly sufficient tot the recreation of 
any temperate and sober mind. But, gentlemen, so im- 
moderate are the desires of many, so hungry is their 
appetite for pleasure, that they may be said to have a fury 
after it ; and diversion ia no longer the recreation or 
amusement, but the whole business of their lives. They 
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are not content with three theatres, they muet have a 
fourth ; where the exhibitions are not only contrary to 
law, but contrary to good manners, and where the stage is 
reduced back again to that degree oE licentiousness which 
was too eDormous for the corrupt ^tate of Athens to ■ 
tolerate ; and which as the Roman poet, rather, I think, 
in the spirit of a censor than a satirist, tella ua, those 
Athenians, who were not themselves abused^ took care to 
abolish, from their concern lor the public, 

Gentlemen, our newspapers, from the top of the page 
to the bottom, the corners of our streets up to the very 
eves of our houses, present ua with nothing but a view of 
masfjueradea^ balls, and asaemblies of various kinds, fairs, 
wells^ gardens, &c,, tending to promote idleness, extrava- 
gance, and immorality, among all sorts of people. 

This fury after licentious and luxurious pleasures ia 
grown to so enormous a height, that it may be called the 
characteriatic of the present age. And it is an evil, 
gentlemen, of which it is neither easy nor pleasant to 
foresee all the consequences. Many of them, however, 
are obvious ; and these are so dreadful, that they will, I 
donbt not, induce you to use your best erdfavours to' 
check the farther increase of this growing mischief ; for 
the rod of the law, gentlemen^ must restrain those within 
the bounds of decency and sobriety, who are deaf to the 
voice of reason, and superior to the fear of shame. 

Gentlemen, there are nnother sort ot these temples o( 
iniquity, and these are garainghouses. This vice, gentle- 
men, is ineeparable from a laxurioua and idle age ; for 
while luxury produces want, idleness forbids honest 
labour to supply it. All such houses are nuisances in the 
eye of the common law ; and severe punishments, as well 
on those who keep them, as on those who frequent and 
play at them, are inflicted by many statutes. Of these 
houses, gentlemen, you will, I doubt not, inquire with 
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great diligence ; for though possiblj there may be some 
offendera out of your reach., yet if those within be well 
and strictly prosecuted, it may, perhaps, in time, have 
some eSect on the others. Example in this case may, 
contrary to ita general course, move upwards ; and men 
may become ashamed of oflfending against those laws with 
impunity, by which they see their inferiors broiight to 
pamehmeut. But if this effect should not be produced, 
yet, gentlemen, there is no reason why you should not 
exert your duty as far as you are able, because you can- 
not extend it as far aa you desire. And to say the truth, 
to prevent gaming among the lower sort of people, is 
principally the business of society ; and for this plain 
reason, because they arc the most useful members of the 
society; which, by such means, will lose the benefit of 
their labour. As for the rich and great, the consequence 
is (»eiierally no other than the exchaage of property from 
the hands of a fool into those of a sharper, who is. per- 
haps, the more worthy ol the two to enjoy it- 

I will mention only one article more, and that of a 
very high nature indeed. It is, geutleraen, the offence of 
libelling, which is punished by the com.mDn law, as it 
tends immediately to quarrela and breaches of the peace, 
and very often to bloodshed and murder itself. 

The punishment of this oRence, eaith my Ix)rd Coke, is 
fine or imprisonment ; and if the case be exorbitant, by 
pillory and loss of ears. 

And, gentlemen, even the last of these judgments will 
appear extremely mild, if we consider, in the first place, 
the atrocious temper of mind from which this proceeds. 

Mr, Pulton, in the beginning of his treatise de Pace, 
says of a libeller, * that he is a secret canker, which con- 

* cealeth his name, hideth himself in a corner, and privily 
' stin^th hia neighbour in his fame, reputation, and 

* credit ; who neither knows from whom, nor from what 
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' cauee he receiveth his blows, not hath anj means to 
' defend himself : ' and my Lord Coke, in his 5th Report 
(125), coropares him to a poisoner, who is the meanest, 
the vilest, and most dangerous of all murderers. Nor 
caB I help repeating to you a most beautifu] passage in 
the great orator Demosthenes, who compares this wretch 
to a viper, which men ought to crush wherever they find 
him, without staying till he bite them. 

In the second place, if we coneider the injury done by 
these libellers, it must raise the indignation of every 
honest and good man; for what is thia but, as Mr. 
Pulton says, * a note of infamy, intended to defame the 

* peraon at whom it is levelled, to tread his honour and 

* eetimatiou in the duat, to extirpate and root out his^ 

* reputation from the face of the earth, to make him a 

* scorn to hia enemies, and to be derided and despised by 

* his neighbours ? ' 

If praise, and honour, and reputation, be bo highly 
esteemed by the greatest and best of men, that they axe 
often the only rewards they propose to themselves from 
the noblest actions ; if there be nothing too dilEcuIt, too 
dangerous, or too disagreeable for men to encounter* in 
order to acquire and preserve these rewards ; what & 
degree of wickedness and barbarity must it be, unjustly 
and wantonly to strip men of that on which they place so 
high a value 7 

Nor is reputation to be considered as a chimerical good, 
or as merely the food of vanity and ambition. Our 
worldly interest as closely connected with our fame ; by 
losing this, we are deprived of the chief comfort* of 
society, particularly of that which is most dear to us^ the 
friendehip and love of all good and virtuous men. Nay, 
the common law indulged bo great a privilege to men of 
good reputation in their neighbourhood, that in many 
actions the defendants word was taken in his own cause, 
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if he could bring a certain number of bis neigbboura to 
voucii that they believed him, 

Oa the contrary, whoever robs ua of our good name 
doth not only expose us to public contempt and avoid 
ance, but even to punisbment ; for by the statute 34 Edvr. 
' III, c. I. the juaticea of the peace are empowered and 
directed to bind all such as be not of good fame to their 
good behaviour, and, if they cannot find sufficient sureties, 
they may be committed to prison. 

Seeing, therefore, the execrable miachiefa perpetrated 
by this secret canker, thia viper, thia poiaoner, in society, 
we shall not wonder to hear him so severely condemned 
in Scripture ; nor that Aristotle in his Politics should 
n mention slander as one of those great evils which it ia 
f difficult for a iegialator to gnard against ; that the Athe- 
nians punished it with a very severe and heavy fine, and 
the Romans with death, 
] But though the libeller of private persons be 30 deteat- 

j able a vermin, yet ia the offence etill capable of aggrava- 
tion, when the poiaon is scattered upon public persons and 
magistrates. All such reflections are^ as my Lord Coke 
observes, a scandal on the government itself; and such 
scandal tends not only to the breach of the peace, but to 
raise seditions and insurrections among the whole body 
of the people. 

And, gentlemen, the higher aud greater the magistratea 
be against whom such slanders are propagated, the 
greater is the danger to the society ; and such we find to 
have been the aense of the legislature in the secoad year 
of Kichard IL For in the statute of that year, chap. 5, it 
iff said, * that by such means discords may arise between 
' the lords and commons, whereof great peril and mischief 
' might come to all the realm, and quick subversion and 
' destruction of the said realm/ And of such consequence 
was this apprehended to be, that we find no less than four 
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statutes to prohibit and punish it ; viz. Westm. 1, c. 33. 2 
R, IL a 5. 12 R. IL 11. and 2 and 3 P. & M, c- 12. By 

this last statnte a juriadiction was given to the justicefl of 
peace to inquire of all such offences ; and if it was by 
book, ballad, letter, or writingp the offender's right hand 
waa to be stricken off for the firet offence, and for the 
second he was to incur a prfemunire. 

This last statute waa afterwards prolonged in the last 
year of Queen Mary, and in the first of Elizabeth, during 
the life of that Princess, and of the heirs of her body, 

I have mentioned these laws to you, gentlemen, to 
show you the sense of our ancestors of a crime, which, I 
believe, they never saw carried to so flagitious a height 
as it IB at present : when, to the shame of the a,ge be it 
Spoken^ there are men who make a livelihood of scandaL 
MoBt of these are persons of the lowest rank and educa- 
tion, men» who lazily declining the labour to which they 
were bom and bred, save the sweat of their brows at the 
expense of their consciences ; and in order to get a little 
better livelihood, are content to get it, perhaps, in a lesa 
painful, but in a baser way than the meanest mechanic. 

Of these, gentlemen^ it is your business to inquire : of 
the devisers, of the writers, of the printers^ and of the 
publishers of all such libels ; and I do heartily recom- 
mend this inquiry to your care» 

To conclude, gentlemen, you will consider youraelves 
as now aummoned to the execution of an office of the 
utmost importance to the well-being of this coramumty ; 
nor will you, I am confident, suffer that establishment, 
so wisely and carefully regulated, and so stoutly and 
zealously maintained by your wise and brave ancestors, 
to degenerate into mere form and shadow. Grand juries, 
gentlemen, are, in reality, the only censors of this nation. 
As such, the manners of the people are in your hands, 
and in yours only. You, therefore, are the only oor- 
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lectora of them* If you neglect your duty, the ceitain 
coDBeqaences to the public are too apparent ; for, as in a 
garden, however well cultivated at firet, ii the weeder's 
care be omitted, the whole must in time be over-run with 
weedflt and will resemble the wildness and rudeness of a 
defiert ; bo if thcee immoralities of the people, which will 
sproat up in the best coustitutioii, be not from time to 
time corrected by the hand of juBtice, they will at length 
grow up to the most enormous vices, will overspread the 
whole nation, and, in the end, must produce a downright 
state of wild and savage barbarism. 

To this censorial office, gentlemen, you are called by 
OUT excellent constitution. To execute Urn duty with 
vigilance, you are obliged by the duty you owe both to 
God and to your country. You are invested with full 
power for the purpose. This you have promised to do, 
under the sacred sanction of an oath ; and you are all 
met, I doubt not, with disposition and resolution to per- 
form it, with that zeal which I have endeavoured to 
reconunend, and which the peculiar licentiousness of the 
age ao strongly requires. 
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THE PUBLIC 



YocB candour is desired on the perusal of the following 
sheets, as they are the product of a genius that has 
loDg been your de^light and entertainment. It must be 
acknowledged, that a lamp ahnoat burnt out, does not 
give so steady and uniform a light as when it blazes 
in its full vigour ; but yet it is well known that by its 
waverings aa if Btrnggling against its own dlBSolution, 
it sometimes darts a ray as bright aa ever. In like 
manner J a strong and lively genius will, in its last 
struggles^ sometimes mount aloft, and throw forth the 
most striking marks of its original lustre. 

Wherever these are to be founds do yon, the genuine 
patrons of extraordinary capacities, be as liberal in your 
applauses oi him who is now no more, as you were of 
him whilst he was yet amongst you- And, on the other 
hand, if in this little work there should appear any 
traces of a weakened and decayed life, let your imagin- 
ations place before your eyes a true picture in that of 
a hand trembling in almost its latest hour, of a body 
emaciated with pains, yet struggling for your entertain- 
ment ; and let this affecting picture open each tender 
heart, and call forth a melting tear, to blot out whatever 
failings may be found in a work begun in pain^ and 
finished almost at the same period with life. 
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It was thought proper, by the frieada of the deceased, 
that this little piece should come into your hauds as it 
came from the hands of the author ; it being judged 
that you would be better pleased to have an opportunity 
of observing the faintest traces of a genius you have 
long admired, than have it patched by a different hand ; 
by which means the marks of its true author might 
have been effaced. 

That the success of the last written, though £jst pub- 
lished, volume of the author's posthumous pieces may 
be attended with some convenience to those innocents 
he hath left behind, will, no doubt, be a motive to en- 
courage its circulation through the kingdom, which 
will engage every future genius to exert itself for your 
pleasure. 

The principles and spirit which breathe in every line 
of the small fragment begun in answer to LfOrd Boling- 
broke will unquestionably be a sufficient apology for 
its publication, although vital strength was wanting to 
finish a work so happily begun and ao well designed. 
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IE would not, perhaps, be a more pleasant or profit- 
able Btudy, among those which have their principal end 
IE amusement, than that oi travels or voyages, if thej 
were writ, as thej might be, and ought to be, with a 
joint view to the entertainment and information of man- 
kind. If the conversation of travellers be bo eagerly 
sought after as it is, we may believe their books will 
be still more agreeable company, as they will in general 
be more instructive and more entertaining. 

But when I say the convexsation of travellers is usually 
80 welcome, I must be understood to mean that only of 
euch as have had good sense enough to apply their 
peregrinations to a proper use. so as to acquire from 
them a real and valuable knowledge of men and things ; 
both which are beat known by comparison. If the 
customs and manners of men were every where the 
same, there would be no office so dull as that of a 
traveller ; for the difference in hills, valleys, rivers ; in 
short, the various views of which we may see the face 
of the earth, would scarce afTord him a pleasure worthy 
of his labour ; and, surely, it would ^ve him very 
little opportunity of communicating any kind of enter- 
tainment or improvement to others. 

To make a traveller an agreeable companion to a 
man of sense, it is neceysary, not only that he should 
have seen much, but that he should have overlooked 
much of what he hath seen. Nature is not, any more 
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than a great genius^ always admirable in her productions, 
and therefore the traveller, who may be called her com- 
mentator, should not expect to find every where aubjecta 
worthy of his notice. 

It ia certain, indeed, that one may be guilty of omis- 
sion, aa well as of the opposite extreme ; but a fault on 
that side will be more easily pardoned, as it is better 
to be hungry than aupfeited : and to mis3 your dessert 
at the table of a man whose gardens abound with the 
choicest fniits, than to have your taste affronted with 
every sort of trash that can be picked up at the green- 
etall or the wheelbarrow. 

If we ahould carry on the analogy between the tra- 
veller and the commentator, it is impossible to keep 
one's eye a moment ofl from the laborious much-read 
Doctor Zachary Grey, of whose redundant notes on 
Budibras I shall only say, that it is, I am confident, 
the single book extant in which above five hundred 
authors are quoted, not one of which could be found 
in the collection of the late Doctor Mead, 

As there are few things which a traveller is to record, 
there arc fewer on which he is to ofler his observations : 
tins is the office of the reader; and it ia 80 pleasant 
a one^ that he seldom chooses to have it taken from him, 
under the pretence of lending him asaistanee. Some 
occasions, indeed, there are, when proper observations 
are pertinent, and others when they are necessary ; but 
good sense alone must point them out, I shall lay down 
only one general rule ; which I beheve to be of universal 
truth between relater and hearer, as it is between author 
and reader ; this ia, that the latter never forgive any 
observation of the former which doth not convey some 
knowledge that they are sensible they could not possibly 
have attained of themselves. 

But all his pains in collecting knowledge, &11 his judg- 



THE VOrA(JE TO LTSBON. 



»1 






meiit ia selecting, and all hifl art in communicating it^ 
will not suffice T unless he can make liimself, in some 
degree, an agreeable as well as an instructive companion. 
The highest instruction we can derive from the tedious 
tale of a dull fellow scarce ever pays ua for our attention- 
There ia nothing, T think, half ao valuable as knowledge, 
and yet there is nothing which men will give themselves 
80 little trouble to attain ; unless it be, perhaps, that 
lowest degree of it which is the object of curiosity, and 
which hath therefore that active passion constantly em- 
ployed in its service. This, indeed, it is in the power 
of every traveller to gratify ; but it is the leading prin- 
ciple in weak minds only. 

To render his relation agreeable to the man of sense, 
it is therefore necessary, that the voyager should possess 
several eminent and rare talents ; so rare, indeed, that 
it is almost wonderful to see them ever united in the 
same person. 

And if all these talents must concur in the relatet, they 
are certainly in a more eminent degree necessary to the 
writer ; for here the narration admits of higher orna- 
ments of style, and every fact and sentiment offers itself 
to the fulleet and most deliberate examination. 

It would appear, therefore, 1 think, somewhat strange, 
if such writers as these should be found extremely com- 
mon ; since Nature hath been a most parsimt>nious distri- 
buter of her richest Uilents, and hath seldom bestowed many 
on the same person. But, on the other hand, why there 
should Bcarce exist a single writer of this kind worthy 
our regard ; aud, whilst there is no other branch of his- 
tory (for this is history) which hath not exercised the 
greatest pens, why this alone should be overlooked by 
all men of great genius and erudition, and delivered up 
to the Goths and Vandala as their lawful property, is 
altogether as difficult to determine. 
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And yet that this ia the case, with some very few ex- 
ceptions, IB most manifest* Of these I shall wiUingly 
admit Burnet and Addison ; if the former was not per- 
haps to be considered as a political essayist, and the latter 
as a commentator on the classica, rather than as a writer 
of travels ; which last title, perhaps, they would both of 
them have been least ambitious to affect- 
Indeed, if these two, and two or three more, should be 
removed from the maas^ theie would remain such a heap 
of dulnesa behind, that the appellation of voyage-writer 
would not appear very desirable. 

I am not here unapprised, that old Homer himself is 
by some considered aa a voyage-writer ; and, indeed, the 
beginning ol his Odyssey may be urged to countenance 
that opinion, which I shall not controvert- But whatever 
species of writing the Odyssey is of, it is surely at the 
head of that species, as much as the Iliad is of another ; 
and so far the excellent Langinus would allow, I believe^ 
at this day. 

But, in reality, the Odyssey, the Tclemachus, and all 
of that tind, are to the voyagewriting I here intend, 
what romance is to true history, the former being the 
confounder and comipter of the latter. I ara far from 
supposing that Homer, Hesiod, and the other ancient 
poets and mythologists, had any settled design to pervert 
and confuse the records of antiquity ; but it is certain 
they have effected it ; and, for my part, I must confess, 
I shoiJd have honoured and loved Homer more had be 
written a true history of his own times in humble prose 
than those noble poems that have so justly collected the 
praise of all ages ; for, though I read these with more 
admiration and astonishment, I still read Herodotus, 
Thucydides, and Xenophon, with more amusement and 
more satisfaction. 

The original poets were not, however, without excuec. 
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They found the limits o£ nature too strait for the immen- 
sity of their genius, which they had not room to exert 
without extending fact by fiction ; and that especially 
at a time when the manners of men were too simple to 
fhfford that variety which they have since oSered in vain 
to the choice of the meanest writers. In doing this they 
are again excusable for the manner in which they have 
done it> 

Ut spedoaa dckinc miracula prrrnianf: 

They are not» indeed, so properly said to turn reality into 
fiction, as fiction into reahty. Their paintings are an 
bold, their colours so strong, that every thing they toucb 
seems to exist in the very manner they represent it ; their 
portraits are so just, and their landscapes so beautiful, 
that we acknowledge the strokes of nature in both, with- 
out inquiring whether nature herself, or her journeyman 
the poet, formed the first pattern of the piece. 

But other xmters (I will put Pliny at their head) have 
no auch pretensions to indulgence ; they lie for lying 
sake, or in order insolently to impose the moat monstrous 
improbabilities and absurdities upon their readers on their 
own authority ; treating them ae some fathers treat 
children, and as other fathers do laymen, exacting their 
belief of whatever they relate, on no other foundation 
than their own authority, without ever taking the pains 
of adapting their lies to human credulity, and of calcu- 
lating them tor the meridian of a common understanding ; 
but with as much weakness as wickedness, and with more 
impudence often than either, they assert facts contrary 
■to the honour of God, to the visible order of the creation, 
to the known laws of nature, to the histories of former 
ages, and to the experience of our own, and which no 
man can at once understand and believe, 
i If it should be objected (and it can no where be ob- 
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jected better than where I now write,* aa there is no 
where more pomp of bigotry) that whole nations hav6 
been iirm believers in the most absurd suppoeitions ; I 
reply, the fact is not true. They have known nothing 
of the matter, and have believed they knew not what. 
It la, indeed, with me no matter of doubt, but that the 
pope and his clergy might teach any of those Christiaii 
heterodoxies, the tenets of which are the most diamet- 
rically opposite to their own ; nay, all the doctrines of 
Zoroaster, Confucius, and Mahomet, not only with certain 
and immediate success, but without one Catholic in a 
thousand knowing he had changed his religion, 

AVhat motive a man can have to eit down, and to draw 
forth a list of stnpidj aenseleas, incredible lies upon paper^ 
would be difficult to determtoe, did not vanity present 
herself bo immediately as the adequate cause. The 
vanity of knowing more than other Toen is, perhaps, 
besides hunger, the only inducement to writing, at least 
to publishing, at all. Why then should not the voyage- 
wntet be mflam.ed with the glory of having aeen what 
no man ever did or will see but himself ? This is thd 
true source of the wonderful in the discourse and 
writings, and sometimes, 1 believe, in the actions of 
men. There is another fault, of a kind directly oppo- 
site to this, to which these writers are Bometiraes liable, 
wheE> instead of filling their pages with monsters which 
nobody hath ever aeen, and with adventures which never 
have, nor could possibly have happened to them, waste 
their time and paper with recording things and facts of 
so common a kind, that they chaUenge no other right 
of being remembered than as they had the honour of 
having happened to the author, to whom nothing seems 
trivial that in any manner happens to himself. Of such 
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consequence do his own actioos appear to one of tbis 
kind, that he would probably think himadlf guilty of 
infidelity should he omit the minutest thing in the detail 
of hia journal. That the fact ia true is sufficient to givo 
it place there, without any confide ratiQii whether it ia 
capable of pleasing or surprising, of divexting or iniorm- 
ing, the reader. 

I have aeen a play [if I miatake not it ia one of Mrs. 
Beha'a or of Mrs. Centlivre'a) where this vic« in a 
voyage-writer is finely ridiculed. Ac ignorant pedant 
to whose government, for I know not what reaaon^ the 
conduct of a young nobleman in his travels is com- 
mitted, and ia sent abroad to shew my lord the world, of 
which he knows nothing himaelf, before hia departure 
from a town calls tor his journal to record the goodneas 
of the wine and tobacco, with other articles of the same 
importance, whieh are to furnish the materials of a 
voyage at his return home. The humour, it ia true, ia 
here carried very far ; and yet, perhaps, very little 
beyond what ia to be found in writers who profess no 
intention of dealing in humour at all- 

Of one or other, or oi both these kinds are, I conceive, 
all that vast pile of books which pass under the names of 
voyages, travels, adventures, lives, roenioirs^ histories. Sec. 
some of which a single traveller sends into the world in 
many volumes, and others are, by judicious booksellers, 
collected into vast bodies in folio, and inscribed with 
their own names, as if they were indeed their own tra- 
vels ; thus unjustly attrihutiDg to themselves the merit of 
others. 

Now from both thefie faults we have endeavoured to 
steer clear in the following narrative; which, however 
the contrary may be insinuated by ignorant, urdearned, 
and freah-wftt*r critics, who have never travelled either 
in books or ships^ I do solemnly declare doth, in my own 
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impartial opinion, deviate kse from truth thaa any other 
voyage extant ; my Lord Anaon's alone being, perhaps, 
excepted. 

Some few embellishments must be allowed to every 
hifitorian ; for we are not to conceive that the speeches in 
Livy, Sallust, or Thucydides, were literally spoken in the 
very worda in which we now read them. It is sufHcieiit 
that every fact hath its foundation in truth, as I do 
serioualy aver is the case in the ensuing pages ; and 
when it is so. a good critic ^ill be so far from denying 
all kind of ornament of style or diction, or even of cir- 
cum stance, to hifi author, that he would be rather 
sorry il he omitted it ; tor he could hence derive no 
other advantage than the loss of an additional pleasure 
in the petusaL 

Again, if any merely common incident should appear 
in this journal, which will seldom I apprehend be the 
ease, the candid reader will easily perceive it ia not 
introduced for ita own sake, but for some observationa 
and reflections naturally resulting from it ; and which, if 
but little to hifl amusement, tend directly to the instruc- 
tion ol the reader or to the information of the public ; to 
whom, if I choose to convey such instruction or informa- 
tion with an air of joke aud laughter, none but the 
diilleat of fellows will, I believe, censure it; but if 
they should, I have the authority of more than one 
passage in Horace to alledge in my defence. 

Having thus endeavoured to obviate some censureB, to 
which a man without the gift of foresight, or any fear of 
the imputation of beicg a conjurer, might cooceive this 
work would be liable, 1 might now undertake a more 
pleasing task, and fall at once to the direct and positive 
praises of the work itself ; of which, indeed, I could say 
a thousand good things ; but the task is ao very pleasant 
that I shall leave it wholly to the reader, and it is all the 
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task that I impose on him. A moderation for which be 
may think hiniBeli obliged to me, when be comparee it 
with the conduct of authore, who often fill a whole sheet 
with their owti praises, to which they sometimes set 
their own real names, and sometimes a Ectltious one. 
One bint, however, I must give the kind reader : which 
IB, that if he should be able to find no sort of amusement 
in the book, he will be pleased to remember the public 
utility which will arise from it. If entertainment, as Mr- 
Richardson observes, be but a secondary consideration in 
a romance ; with which Mi. Addison, I think, agrees, 
affirming the use of the pastry-cook to be the first ; if 
this, I Bay» be true of a mere work of invention, sure it 
may well be so considered in a work founded, like this, 
on truth ; and where the political reflections form so 
difitinguishing a part. 

But perhaps I may hear, from some critic of the most 
saturnine complexion, that my vanity must have made a 
horrid dupe of my judgment, if it hath flattered me with 
an expectation of having any thing here seen in a grave 
light, or of conveying any useful instruction to the public, 
or to their guardians. I answer with the great man 
whom I just now quoted, that my purpose is to convey 
instruction in the vehicle of entertainment ; and so to 
bring about at once, like the revolution in the Rehearaal, 
a perfect reformation of the laws relating to our mari- 
time affairs : an undertaking I will not say more modest, 
but surely more feasible, than that of reforming a whole 
people, by making use of a vehicular story, to wheel in 
among them worse manners than their own. 
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In the begiDJimg of August, 1753, when I had taken the 
Duke of Portland's medicine, as it is called, near a 
year, the efieeta of which had been the carrying off 
the Bjmptoms of a lingering imperfect gout, I ^vas per- 
euaded by Mr. Ranby, the king's premier aerjeant- 
fiurgeon, and the ablest advice, 1 believe, in all branches 
of the physical profession, to go immediately to Bath, 
1 accordingly writ that very night to Mrs, Bowden, who, 
by the next post, informed me she had taken me a lodg- 
ing for a month certain. 

Within a few days after this, whilst I was preparing 
for my journey^ and when I was almost fatigued to death 
with several long examinations, relating to fire different 
murders, all committed within the epace of a week, by 
different gangs of street-robbers, I received a message 
from Hia Grace the Duke of Newcastle, by Mr. Carring- 
ton, the king's messenger, to attend his grace the neit 
morning, in Lincoln's -inn- fields, upon some business of 
importance ; but I excused myself from complying with 
the message, as, besides being lame, I was very iU with 
the great fatigues I had lately undergone, added to my 
distemper. 

His grace, however, sent Mr- Carrington, the very next 
morning, with another summons ; with which, though 
in the utmost distress, 1 immediately complied ; but the 
duke happening, unfortunately for me, to be then particu- 
larly engaged, after I had waited some time, sent a 
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gentleman to diacourac with me on the beat plan which 
could he invented for putting an immediate end to those 
murders and robberies which were every day committed 
in the streets ; upon which I promised to transmit my 
opinion, in writing, to his grace, who, &6 the gentle- 
man informed me, intended to lay it before the Privy 
CounciK 

Though this visit cost me a severe cold, I, notwith- 
et^nding, set myself down to work ; and in about four 
days sent the duke as regular a plan as I could form, 
wit.h all the reasons and arguments I could bring to 
support it, drawn out in several sheets of paper; and 
Boon received a message from the duke by Mr, Carrington, 
acquainting me, that my plan was highly approved of, 
and that all the teim^ of it would be complied with. 

The principal and most material of those terms, was 
the immediately depositing six hundred pounds in my 
hands ; at which small charge I undertook to demolish 
the then reigning gangs* and to put the civil policy into 
such order, that no such gangs should ever be able, for 
the future, to form themselves into bodies, or at least 
to remain any time formidable to the public. 

I had delayed my Bath journey for some time, con- 
trary to the repeated advice of my physical acquaintance, 
and to the ardent desire of my warmest friends, though 
my distemper was now turned to a deep jaundice; in 
which case the Bath waters are generally reputed to be 
almost infallible. But I had the most eager desire of 
demolishing this gang of villains and cut-throats, which 
I was auie of accomplishing the moment 1 was enabled 
to pay a fellow who had undertaken, for a small sum, 
to betray them into the hands of a set of thief-takers 
whom I had enlisted into the service, all men of known 
and approved fidelity and intrepidity. 

After some weeks the money was paid at the treasury. 
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and within a few days after two hundred pounds of it 
had come to my hands, the whole gang of cutthroats 
wae entirely dispersed, seven of them were in actual 
custody, and the rest driven, some out of the town, and 
others out of the kingdom, 

- Though my health was now reduced to the last ex- 
tremity, I continued to act with the utmost vigour against 
these villains ; in examining whom, and in taking the de- 
positions against them, I have often spent whole days, 
nay, sometimes whole nights, especially when there wafi 
any difficulty in procuring sufficient evidence to convict 
them ; which is a very common case in street-robberies, 
even when the guilt of the party is sufficiently apparent 
to satisfy the raoet tender conscience. But courts of 
justice know nothing of a cause more than what is told 
them on oath by a witness ; and the most Ragitioua villain 
upon earth is tried in the same manner as a man of the 
best character who is accused of the same crime. 

Meanwhile, amidst all my fatigues and distresses, I had 
the satisfaction to find my endeavours had been attended 
with such success that this hellish society were almost 
utterly extirpated, and that, instead of reading of mur- 
ders and street -robberies in the news almost every 
morning, there was, in the remaining part of the month 
of November, and in all December, not only no such 
thing as a murder, but not even a street-robbery com- 
mitted. Some such, indeed, were mentioned in the public 
papers ; but they were all found, on the strictest inquiry, 
to be false. 

In this entire freedom from street-robberies, during the 
dark months, no man will, I believe, scruple to acknow- 
ledge, that the winter of 1753 stands unrivalled, during 
a course of many years ; and this may possibly appear 
the more extraordinary to those who recollect the out- 
rages with which it began. 
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Having thus fully accomplished my undertaking* I 
vent into the country, in a very weak and deplorable 
condition, with no fewer or less diseases than a jaundice, 
a dropsy, and an asthma, altogether uniting their forces 
in the destruction of a body so entirely emaciated that 
it had lost all its muscular flesh. 

Mine was now no longer what is called a Bath case; 
nor, if it had been so, had I strength remaining auFticient 
to go thither, a ride of six miles only being attended with 
an intolerable fatigue. I now discharged my lodgings 
at Bath, which I had hitherto kept. I began, in earnest, 
to look on my caae as desperate, and I had vanity 
enough to rank myself with those heroes who, of old 
times, became voluntary sacrifices to the good of the 
public. 

But, lest the reader ahould be too eager to catch at 
the word vanity^ and should be unwilling to indulge me 
with 80 sublime a gratiQcation, for I think he is not too 
apt to gratify me^ I will take my key a pitch lower, and 
will frankly own that I had a stronger motive than 
the love of the public to puah me on ; 1 will therefore 
confess to him, that my private affairs at the beginning 
of the winter had but a gloomy aspect ; for I had not 
plundered the public or the poor of those sums which 
men, who are always ready to plunder both as much 
as they can. have been pleased to suspect me of taking ; 
, on the contrary, by composing, instead of inflaming. 
the quarrels of porters and beggars (which I blush 
when I say hath not been universally practised), and ■ 
by refusing to take a shilling from a man who moat * 
undoubtedly would not have had another left, 1 had 
-reduced an income of about five huudred pounds * a ■ 

* A predecessor of miue used to boast tbat be made one thouaaad 
pouQda a yeitp m hia office ; but how he did this (if indeed he did it) is 
to ia« a aocret, Uia cl«rk, qow mine, toLd me I liad moK biuioesa th«a 
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year ol tb« dirtiest money upon earth, to little more j 
than tliree hundred pounds ; a considerable proportion 
o£ which remained with my clerk ; and, indeed, if the 
whole had done so, as it ought, he would be but ill-paid 
lor sitting almost sixteen hours in the twenty-four 
in the mo9t unwholesome, as well as nauseous, air in 
the universe, and which hath in his ease corrupted a 
good constitution without contaminating his morak. 

But, not to trouble the reader with anecdotes, contrary 
to my own rule laid down in my preface^ I assure him 
I thought my family was very slenderly provided for ; 
and that my health began to decline so fast that I had 
very little more of life left to accomplish what 1 had 
thought of too late, I rejoiced therefore greatly in 
seeing an opportunity, as I apprehended, of gaining 
such merit in the eye of the public, that if my life 
were the saciiEce to it^ my friends might think they 



be h&d ttot knovm there ; I am aure I had aa much as aoj man could 
do. The truth \b, the fees are so very low, when anj are due, and fio 
much ia done for notlii^g, that if a aingle juAtica of pe^ce had bu.iiueBa 
enough to employ twenty clerks, ncithci he nor they would ^e( mach by 
their labour, The public will not, therefore, I hope, Ibint ! betray a 
necrctwhen I inform them, that I received from the Go vemmeat a yearly 
penaion ont of the pnbLo aervice-monay ; wbioh, 1 believe, indeed, 
would have been larger, bad ray great patron been convinced of an 
eiTor^ which I have beard him utter more than once. That ha could not 
indeed Hay, that the acting as a principal justice of peace in WeHtminaltr 
was on all accounte very desirable, but that all the world knew it wan 
A v«fy lucrative office. Now to have ehewn him plainly that a man 
must be a rogae to make s very little this way, and that he could not 
m&ke much by being an great a rogue as he could be, would have nj' 
^uiied more conSdeuce than, I believe, he had in me, and more of hia 
oonvaraation than he chose to allow me ; I therefore rasigned the 
office and the farther execution of my pUn to my brother, who had 
long been my afiaiatant. And now, lest the case between me and the 
reader should be the same in both instances aa it was between me and 
the great man, 1 vrill not add another word on th« aubject. 
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did a popular act in putting my family at least beyond 
the reach of necessity, which I myaell began to despair 
of doing. And though I disclaim all pretence to that 
Spartan or Roman patriotism, which loved the public 
so well that it was always ready to become a voluntary 
sacrifice to the public good, T do solemnly declare I have 
that lov<? lor my family. 

After this confession therefore, that the pubUc was not 
the principal deity to which my life was offered a sacri- 
ScQj and when it is farther considered what a poor aacri- J 
flee this was, being indeed no other th^n the giving up 
what I saw little likelihood of being able to hold much 
longer, and which, upon the terms I held it, nothing bat 
the weakness of human nature could represent to me aa 
worth holding at all ; the world may, 1 believe, with- 
out envy, allow me all the praise to which I have any 
title. ^ 

My aim, in fact» was not praise, which is the last gift 
they care to bestow ; at least, this was not my aim as an 
end, but rather as a means, of purchasing some moderate 
proviBiou for my family, which, though it should exceed 
my merit, must fall infinitely short of my service, if I 
succeeded in my attempt* 

To aay the truth, the public never act more wisely, 
than when they act most liberally in the distribation of 
their rewards ; and here the good they receive is often 
more to be considered, than the motive from which they 
receive it. Example alone is the end of all public 
punishments and rewards. Laws never inflict disgrace 
in resentment, nor confer honour from gratitude. For 
it ia very hard, my lord, said a convicted felon at the 
bar to the late excellent Judge Burnet, to hang a poor 
man for stealing a horse. You are not to be hanged, 
Sir^ answered my ever-honoured and beloved friend, for 
stealing a horse, but you are to be hanged that horses 
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may not be stolen. In like manner it migtit have been 
said to the late Duke oE Marlborough, when the parlia- 
ment was ao deservedly liberal to hinj» after the battle of 
Bleaheim, You receive not these honours and bountiea on 
account of a victory past, but that other victoriea maj be 
obtained. 

I was now, in the opinion of all men, dying of a com- 
plication of disorders ; and, were I desirous of playing 
the advocate, I have an occasion fair enough ; but I dis- 
ilain such an attempt. I relate [acta plainly and simply 
as they are ; and let the world draw from them what 
conclusions they please, taking with them the following 
facta for their instruction ; The one is, that the procla- 
mation offering one hundred pounds for the apprehending 
felons for certain felonies committed in certain places, 
which I prevented from being revived, had formerly cost 
the Government several thousand pounds within a single 
year. Secondly, that all such proclamations, instead of 
curing the evil, had actually increased It; had multiplied 
the number of robberies ; had propagated the worst and 
wickedest of perjuries; had laid snares for youth and 
ignorance ; which, by the temptation of these rewards, 
had been sometimes drawn into guilt ; and sometimes, 
which cannot be thought on without the highest horror,, 
had destroyed them without it. Thirdly, that my plan 
had not put the Government to more than three hundred 
pounds espence, and had produced none of the ill-con- 
aequcnces above-mentioned ; but lastly, had actually sup- 
pressed the evil for a time, and had plainly pointed out 
the means of suppressing it for ever. This I would my- 
self have undertaken, had my health permitted, at the 
annual cxpence of the above-mentioned sum. 

After having stood the terrible six weeks which suc- 
ceeded last Christmas^ and put a lacky end, if they had 
known their own interests, to such uumbera oE aged and 
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infirm valetudinarians, who might have gasped througli 
two or three mild winters more, I returned to town in 
February, in a condition less despaired of by myself than 
by any of my fricDds. 1 now became the patient of Dr, 
Ward, who wished I had taken his advice earlier. 

By his advice 1 was tapped, and fourteen quarts ot 
water drnwD from my belly. The sudden relaxatioa 
which this caused^ added to my enervate^ emaciated 
habit of body, so weakenAl me, that within two days 
I was thought to be falling into the agonies of death. 

I was at the worst on that memorable day when the 
public lost Mr. Pelham. Prom that day I began slowly, 
as it were, to draw my feet out of the grave ; till in two 
months time I had again acquired some little degree of 
strength ; but was again full of water. 

During this whole time, I took Mr. Ward'a medicinea, 
which had seldom any perceptible operation. Those in 
particular of the diaphoretic kind, the working of which 
ia thought to require a great strength of conetitution to 
support, had ao little effect on me^ that Mr. Ward de- 
clared it was as vain to attempt sweating me as a deal 
board. 

In this situation I was tapped a second time, I hod 
one quart of water leas taken irom me now than before ; 
but I bore all the consequences of the operation much 
better. This I attributed greatly to a dose of laudanum 
preacribed by my surgeon. It first gave me the most 
delicious flow of spirits, and afterwards aa comfortable 
a nap. 

The month of May^ which was now begun, it seemed 
reasonable to expect would introduce the Spring, and 
drive oH that winter which yet maintained its footing 
on the stage. I resolved therefore to visit a little house 
of mine in the country, which stands at Ealing, in the 
county of Middlesex, in the best air, I believe, In the 
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that of Kensingto] 



wLole kingdcm, &nd far superior 
Gravel-pite ; for the gravel is here much wider and 
deeper, the place higher and more open towards the 
south, whilst ^t ia guarded from the north wind by a 
ridge of hiiJfi, and from the smells and smoke of Lon- 
don by its distance ; whic-h last is not the (ate of Ken- 
sington, when the wind blows from any corner of the 
east, 

Obhgations to Mr, Ward I shall always confess ; for 
I am convinced that he omitted no care in endeavouring 
to serve me, without any expectation or deaire of fee or 
reward. 

The powers of Mr. Ward's remedies want indeed no 
unfair puffs of mine to give them credit ; and thongh 
this distemper of the dropsy stands^ I believe, first in 
the list of those over which he ia always certain of 
triumphing ; yet, possibly, there might be something 
particular in my case, capable oi eluding that radical 
force which had healed so many thousands. The same 
distemper, in dlderenb constitutions, may possibly be at- 
tended with such diSerent symptomg, that to find an 
infallible nostrum for the curing any one distemper in 
every patient, may be almost as difficult as t<j find a 
panacea for the cure of all. 

But even such a panacea one of the greatest scholars 
and best of men did lately apprehend he had discovered. 
It ia true, indeed, he was no physician ; that is, he had 
not by the forms of his education acquired a right oi 
applying his skill in the art of physic to hie own private 
advantage ; and yet, perhaps, it may be truly asserted, 
chat no other modern hath contributed so much to make 
hi9 physical skill useful to tho public ; at leaet, that none 
hath undergone the pains of communicating this disco- 
very in writing to the world. The reader, I think, will 
scarce need to be informed that the writer I. mean, is 
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the late Bishop of Cloyne in Ireland, and the discovery, 
that of the virtues of tar-water. 

I then happened to recollect, upon a hiot given me by 
the inimitable and shamefully-distressed author of the 
Female Quixote, that I had many years before, from 
curiosity only, taken a cursory view of Bishop Berkeley's 
treiLtise on the virtues of tar-water, which I had formerly 
observed he strongly contends to be that real panacea 
which Sydenham supposes to have an existence in nature* 
though it yet remains undiscovered, and, perhaps, will 
always remain so. 

Upon the re-perusal of this book, I found the bishop 
only asserting his opinion, that tar-water might be useful 
in the dropsy, since he had known it to have a surprising 
aucceas in the cure of & most stubborn anasarca, which 
is indeed no other than, as the word implies, the dropsy 
of the flesh ; and this was, at that time, a large part of my 
complaint. 

After a short trial, therefore, of a milk diet, which I 
presently found did not suit with my case, I betook 
myself to the bishop's prescription, and dosed myself 
every morning and evening with halt a pint of tar- 
water. 

It was no more than three weeks since my last tap- 
ping, and my belly and Umba were distended with water. 
This did not give me the worse opinion oE tar- water ; 
for I never supposed there could be any such virtue in 
tar-water, as immediately to carry off a quantity of water 
already collected. For my dehvery from this, I well 
knew I must be again obliged to the trochar ; and that 
if the tar-water did me any good at all, it must be only 
by the slowest degrees ; and that if it should ever get 
the better of my distemper, it must be by the tedious 
operation of undermining ; and not by a sudden attack 
and storm^ 
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/ Some visible effects, however, and far beyond what my 
moat saELguine hopes could with any raodeety expect, I 
very soon experienced ; the tar-water having, from the 
very first, Icaacned my illueas, increased my appetite ; 
and added, though in a very alow proportion, to my 
bodily strength. 

But il my strength had increased a little, my water 
daily increased much more. So that, by the end of May^ 
my belly became again ripe for the trochar, and I was 
a third time tapped; upon which, two very favourable 
symptoms appeared. I had three quarts of water taken 
from me less than had been taken the laBt time ; and I 
bore the relaxation with much less (indeed with scarce 
any) faintness. 

Those of ray physical friends, on whose judgment I 
chiefly dependedj seemed to think my only chance of 
life GonsiBted in having the whole summer before me ; 
in which I might hope to gather sufficient strength to 
encounter the inclemencies of the ensuing winter. But 
this chance began daily to leaaen. I saw the summer 
mouldering away, or rather, indeed, the year passing 
away without intending to bring on any summer at all. 
]n the whole month of May the sun scarce appeared 
three times. So that the early fruits came to the fulness 
of their growth, and to some appearance of ripeness, 
without acquiring any real maturity ; having wanted the 
heat of the sun to soften and meliorate their juices. I 
eaw the dropsy gaining rather than losing ground ; the 
distance growing still shorter between the tappings. I 
saw the asthma likewise beginning again to become more 
troublesome. I saw the midsummer quarter drawing 
towards a close. So that I conceived, if the Michael- 
mas quarter should steal off in the same manner, as 
it was, in my opinion, very much to be apprehended 
it would, I should be delivered up to the attack of 
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winter, before I recruited my forces, bo as to be any 
wise able to withstand them, 

1 now began to recall an intention, wMch from the 
first dawnings of my recovery 1 had conceived, of re- 
moving to a warmer climate ; and finding this to be 
approved of by a very eminent physician, I resolved to 
put it into immediate execution, 

Ais in Provence was tKe place first thought on ; but 
the difficidtiea of getting thither were insuperable. The 
journey by land, beaide the expence of it, was infinitely 
too long and fatiguing ; and I could hear of no ship 
that was likely to set out from London, within any 
reasonable time, lor MaraeiUes, or any other port in that 
part of the Mediterranean. 

Lisbon was presently fixed on in its room. The air 
here, as it was near fooi degrees to the south of Aix, 
must be more mild and warm, and the winter shorter and 
leas piercing- 
It was nut difficult to find a ship bound to a place 
with which we carry on so immense a trade. Accord- 
ingly, my brother aoou informed me of the excellent 
accommodations for pasaengerB, which were to be found 
on board a ship that was obliged to sail for Lisbon in 
three days. 

I eagerly embraced the ofler, notwithstanding the 
ehortness of the time ; and having given my brother full 
power to contract for our passage, I began to prepare my 
family for the voyage with the utmost expedition. 

But our great haste was needless ; lor the captain 
having twice put oS his sailing, I at length invited him 
to dinner with me at Fordhook, a full week after the 
time on which he had declared, and that with many 
asseverations, he must, and would, weigh anchor. 

He dined with me, according to his appointment ; and 
when all matters were settled between us, left me with 
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poaitive orders to be on board the Wednesday following ; 
when he declared he would fall down tiie river to 
Gravesend ; and would not stay a moment for the 
greatest man in the world. 

He advised me to go to Gravesend by land, and there 
wait the arrival of his ship ; aBsigning many reasons for 
this, every one of which was, as I well remember, among 
those that had before determined me to go on board near 
the Tower. 
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Wednesda^i June 20, 1754, 

On this dnjj the most melaacholy sun I had ever beheld 
arose, and found me awake at my house at Fordhook. 
By the light of this aun, 1 was, in my own opinion, last 
to behold and take leave of some of those creatures oa 
whom I doated with a mother-like fondness, guided by 
nature and passionj and uneured and unhardened by all 
the doctrine of that philosophical school where I had 
learned to bear pains and to despise death. 

In this situation, as I could not conquer Nature, I sub- 
mitted entirely to her, and she made as great a fool of rae ^ \ 
as she had ever done of any woman whatsoever ; under 
pretence of giving me leave to enjoy, she drew me in to 
suffer, the company of my little ones during eight honra ; 
and I doubt not whether, in that time, I did not undergo 
more than in all my distemper. 

At twelve preciaely my coach was at the door, which 
was no sooner told me» than I kissed my children round, 
and went into it with Bome little resolution- My wife, 
who behaved more like a heroine and philosopher, 
though at the same time the tenderest mother in the 
world, and my eldest daughter followed me ; some 
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friends went with us, and others here took their teATe ; 
and I heard my behaviour applauded, with Eoauf mur- 
mura and prataes to which 1 well knew 1 had no title ; 
a» all other Kuch philosophers niav, if they have any 
toodeety, confess on the like occasions. 

In two hours we arrived in Rotherhithc, and im- 
mediately went on board, and were to have sailed the 
next morning; but as this was the Icing's proclamation - 
day, and consequently a holiday at the Custom-house^ 
the captain could not clear his vessel till the Thursday ; 
for theee holidays are as strictly observed as thoee in 
the popish calendar, and are almost as numerous. I 
might add, that both are opposite to the geoius of 
trade, and conflec|uently contra Itontim fyublicum. 

To go on board the ship it was necessary first to go 
into a boat ; a matter of no Bmall difficulty, as I had 
no uae of my limbs, and was to be carried by men, 
who, though suiEciently strong for their biarthen, were^ 
like Archimedes, puzzled to find a steady footing. Of 
this, as few of my readers have not gone into 
wherries on the Thamea, they will easily be able to 
form to themselvea an idea. However, by the assiat- 
ance of my friend Mr. Welch, whom I never think or 
speak of but with love and esteem, I conquered tbia 
difficulty ae 1 did afterwards that of ascending the 
ship, into which 1 was hoisted with more ease by a 
chair lifted with pultiea. 1 was soon seated in a great 
chair in the cabin, to refresh myself after a fatigue 
which had been more intolerable, in a quarter of a 
mile's passage from my coach to the ship, than I had 
before undergone m a land-j ourney of twelve milee, 
which I had travelled with the utmost expedition. 

This latter fatigue was, perhaps, somewhat heightened 
by an indignation which 1 could not prevent arising in 
my mind. I think, upon my entrance into the boat, I 
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preeented a spectacle of the highest horror. The total 
loss of limbs was apparent to all who saw me, and my 
r&ce contained marka of a most diaeaaed state, if not 
of death itaeif. Indeed, so ghastly was my counten- 
ance, that timorous women with child had abstained 
from my houae, for fear of the ill conaequencea of 
looking at me. In this condition, I ran the ganntlope 
(bo, I think. I may justly call it) through rows o£ 
sailors and watermen, few of whom failed of paying 
their compliments to me, by all manner of ineulte and 
jesta on my misery, [No man who knew me will think 
I conceived any personal resentment at this behaviour ; 
but it was a lively picture of that cruelty and in- 
humanity in the nature of men, which I have often 
contemplated with concem^jand which leads the mind 
into a train of very uncomfortable and melancholy 
thoughts. It may be said, that tliis barbarous custom 
ifi peculiar to the English, and of them only to the 
lowest degree ; that it is an excrescence of an uncon- 
trouled licentiouanesa, miataken for liberty, and never 
shews itself in men who are polished and refined, in 
such manner as human nature requires, to produce that 
perfection of which it is susceptible, and to purge away 
that malevolence of disposition, of which, at our birth, 
we partake in common with the savage creation. 

This may be said, and this ia all that can be said ; 
and it ia, I am afraid^ but little satisfactory to account 
for the inhumanity of those, who, while they boast of 
being made after God^s own image, seem to bear in 
their minds a resemblance of the vilest speciea of 
brutes ; or, rather, indeed, of our idea of devils ; for 
I don^t know that any brutes can be taxed with such 
malevolence. 

A sirloin of beet was now placed on the table, for 
which, though little better than carrion, as much was 
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charged by the master of the little paltry ale-houae 
who dressed it, as would have beett demanded for all 
the elegance o! the King's Arms, or any other polite 
tayern or eating-house ; for, indeed, the difference be- 
tween the beat house and the worst is, that at the 
former you pay largely for luxury, at the laHer for 
nothing, 

Thursday, June 27. This morning the captain, who 
lay on shore at his own house, paid us a visit in the 
cabin ; and behaved like an angry bashaw, declaring, 
that had he known we were not to be pleased, he 
would not have carried us for five hundred pounds. 
He added many asaeverations that he was a gentleman, 
and despised money ; not forgetting several hints of 
the presents which had been made him for hia cabin, 
of twenty, thirty, and forty guineas, by several gentle- 
men, over and above the sum lor which they had con- 
tracted. This behaviour greatly surprised roe, as I 
knew not how to account for it, nothing having hap- 
pened since we parted from the captain the evening 
before in perfect good-hiunour : and all this broke forth 
on the first moment of hia arrival this morning. He 
did not, however, suffer my amazement to have any 
long continuance, before he clearly shewed me that all 
this waa meant only as an apology to introduce another 
procrastination (being the fifth) of his weighing anchor ; 
which was now postponed till Saturday, for auch waa 
his will and pleasure. 

Besides the disagiecaWc situation in which we then 
lay in the confines of Wapping and Rotherhithe, tasting 
a delicious mixture of the air of both these sweet places, 
and enjoying the concord of sweet sounds of seamen, 
watermen, fish-women, oyster-women, and of ail the vo- 
ciferous inhabitants of both shores, composing altogether 
a greater variety of harmony than Hogarth's imagina- 
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tion hath brought together in that print of his, which 
is enough to make a mao deai to look at ; I had a more 
urgent cause to preaa our departure, which was, that the 
dropsy^ for which I bad undergone three? tappings, seemed 
to threaten me with a fourth diacharge before I should 
reach Lisbon, and when 1 should have no body on board 
capable of performing the operation. But I was obliged 
to hearken to the voice of reason^ if I may use the cap- 
taints own words, and to rest myself contented. Indeed, 
there was no alternative within oiy reach, but what 
would have cost me much too dear. 

There are many evils in society, from which people of 
the highest rank are ao entirely exempt, that they have 
not the least knowledge or idea of them ; nor, indeed, of 
the characters which arc formed by them. Such, for 
instance^ is the conveyance of goods and passengers from 
one place to another. Now there is no such thing as any 
kind of knowledge contemptible in itself ; and as the 
particular knowledge I here mean, is entirely necessary 
to the well-understanding and well-enjoying this journal; 
and, lastly, aa in this case the most ignorant will be those 
very readers whose amusement we chiefly consult, and to 
whom we wish to be supposed principally to write, we 
will here enter somewhat largely into the discussion of 
this matter ; the rather, for that no ancient or modern 
author (if we can trust the catalogue of Doctor Mead's 
library) hath ever undertaken it ; but that it seems (in 
the style of Don Quixote) a task reserved for my pen" 
alone. 

When I first conceived this intention, I began to enter- 
tain thoughts of inquiring into the antiquity of travelling ; 
and, as many persona have performed in this way (I 
mean have travelled) at the expence of the public, I 
flattered myself that the spirit of improving arts and 
dciencea, and of advancing useful and subatantiai learn- 




ingt which so eminently dlBtinguiBheB this age, and hath 
given rise to more speculative societies in Europe than I 
at present can recollect the names of ; perhaps^ indeed, 
than I or any other, besides their very near neighbours, 
ever heard mentioned, would assist in promoting so 
curious a work. A work, bepfun with the same views, 
calculated for the same purposes, and fitted for the same 
uses with the labours which those right honourable socie- 
ties have BO cheerfully undertaken themselves, and encou-- 
raged in others; sometimes with the highest honours, 
even with admission into their colleges, and with enrol- 
ment among their membere. 

From these societiea I promised myself all assistance 
in their power, particularly the communication of such 
valuable manuscripts and records as they raust be sup- 
posed to have collected from those obscure ages of 
antiquity, when history yields ua such imperfect ac- 
counts of the residence, and much more imperfect, of the 
travels of the human race ; unless, perhaps, as a curious 
and learned member of the young Society of Antiquaries 
ifl said to have hinted his conjectures, that their residence 
and their travels were one and the same ; and this dis- 
covery (for such it aeems to be) he is said to have owed 
to the lighting by accident on a book, which we bIirII 
have occasion to mention presently, the contents of which 
were then little known to the Society. 

The King of Pruaaia, moreover, who from a degree of 
benevolence and taste, which in either case is a rare pro-' 
duction in so northern a climate, is the great encourager 
of art and science, I was well assured would promote so 
useful a design, and order his archives to be Beaiched on 
my behalf. 

But after well weighing all these advantages, and much 
meditation on the order of my work, my whole design 
was subverted in a moment by bearing of the discovery 



I 



I 




A VOTAQE TO LISBON: 



219 



just mentioned to have been made by the young anti- 
quary, who, from the most ancient record in the wQrld 
(though I don't find the Society are all agreed on this 
point) one long preceding the date of the earliest modern 
collections, either of booka or butterflies, none of which 
pretend to go beyond the flood, shows us, that the first 
man was a traveller, and that he and his family were 
scarce settled in Paradise before they disliked their own 
home, and became passcngors to another place- Hence it 
appears, thai the humour of traveliing is as old aa the 
human race, and that it waa their curse from the be- 
ginning. 

By this discovery my plan became much shortened, 
and I found it only neceesaty to treat of the conveyance 
of goods and pasaengera from place to place ; which not 
being universally known, seemed proper to be explained^ 
before we examined into its original. There are. Indeed, 
two different ways of tracing all things, used by the his- 
torian and the antiquary ; these are upwards and down- 
wards. The former ahews you how things are, and leaves 
to others to discover when they began to be flo> The 
latter shews you how things were, and leaves their pre- 
sent existence to be examined by others. Heoce the 
former ia more useful ; the latter more curioufl. The 
former receives the thanks of mankind ; the latter of 

I that valuable part, the virtuosi. 

In explaining, therefore, this mystery of carrying 
goods and passengers from one place to another, 
hitherto so profound a secret to the very best of our 
readers, we shall pursue the historical method, and 
endeavour to shew hy what means it is at present per- 
formed, referring the more curious inqmret either to 
some other pen, or to some other opportunity. 

Now there are two general ways of performing (if 

[ tied permit) this eonveyance ; viz. by land and water^ 
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both of which have much variety ; that by land being 
performed in different vehicles, such aa coaches, cara- 
vans, waggons. Slc. and that by water in ships, barges, 
and boats, of various sizes and denominations. But as 
all these methods of conveyance are formed on the same 
principles, they agree so well together, that it is fully 
sufficient to comprehend them all in the general view^ 
without descending to such minute particulars as would 
distinguish one method from anothei- 

Common to all of these is one general principle, that 
as the gooda to be conveyed are usually the larger, so 
they are to be chiefly considered in the conveyance ; the 
owner being indeed little more than an appendage to hia 
trunk, or box, or bale, or at best, a small part ot his own 
baggage, very little care is to be taken in stowing or 
packing them up with convenience to himself ; for the 
conveyance is not of passengers and gooda, but of gooda 
and passengers. 

Secondly, from this conveyance arises a new kind of 
relation, or rather of subjection in the society ; by which 
the passenger becomes bound in allegiance to his con- 
veyer. This allegiance ia indeed only temporary and 
local, but the most absolute during its continuance, o£ 
any known in Great Britain, and, to say truth, scarce 
consistent with the liberties of a free people ; nor could 
it be reconciled with them, did it not move downwards, 
a circumstance universally apprehended to be incom- 
patible to all kinds of slavery. For Aristotle, in liis 
Politics, hath proved abundantly to my satisfaction, that 
no men are bom to be slaves, except barbarians ; and 
these only to such as are not themselves barbarians ; and 
indeed, Mr. Montesquieu hath carried it very httle farther, 
in the case ol the AfricauH ; the real truth being, that no 
man is bom to be a slave, unless to him who is able to 
make him so. 
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Thirdly, this subjection is absolute, and consists of a 
perfect resigoatioo both of body and soul to the disposal 
of another; after which resignation, during a certain 
time, hia subject retains no more power over bis own 
wil], than an Asiatic slave, or an English wife, by the 
laws of both countries, and by the cuatoms of one of 
them. It I should mention the instance of a stage- 
coachman, many of my readers would recognize the 
truth of what I have here observed; all, indeed, that 
ever have been under the dorainion of that tyrant, who, 
in this tree country, is r& absolute as a Turkish bashaw. 
In two particulars only his power is defective ; he cannot 
press you into bis service, and if you enter yourself at 
one place on condition of being discharged at a certain 
time at another, he is obliged to perform his agreement, 
if God permit; but all the intermediate time you are 
absolutely under his government, he carries you how 
he will, when he will, and whither he will, provided it 
be not much out of the road ; you have nothing to eat, 
or to drink, but what, and when, and where he pleases. 
Nay, yon cannot sleep, unless he pleases you should ; 
for he will order you sometimes out of bed at midnight, 
and hurry you away at a moment's warning ; indeed, 
if you cannot sleep in hia vehicle, he can prevent it ; 
nay, indeed, to give him his due, this he is ordinarily 
disposed to encourage ; for the earhet he forces you to 
rise in the morning, the more time he will give you in 
the heat of the day, sometimes even sis hours at an ale- 
house, or at their doors, where he always gives you the 
same indulgence which he allows himself ; and for this he 
is generaUy very moderat*^ in his demands. I have known 
a whole bundle of passengers charged no more than half- 
Orcrown for being suSered to remain quiet at an ale- 
house door, for above a whole hour, and that even in 
the hottest day in summer. 
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But as this kind of tyranny, though it hath escaped 
our political writers, hath been, I think, touched by our 
dramatic, iind is more trite among the generality of 
readers ; and as this and all other kinds of such sub- 
jection are alike unknawn to my friends, I will quit 
the passengers by land, and treat of those who tr&vel 
by water; for whatever la said on this subject, is appli- 
cable to both alike, and we may bring them together 
aa closely as they are brought in the liturgy, when they 
are recommended to the prayers of all Christian con- 
gregations ; and (which I have often thought very re- 
markable) where they are joined with other miserable 
wretchefl, such as women in labour, people in sickness, 
infants just born, prisoners and captives. 

Goods and passengers are conveyed by water in divers 
vehicles, the principal of which being a ship, it shall 
euffice to mention that alone. Here the t>Tant doth 
not derive his title, as the stage-coachman doth from 
the vehicle itself, in which he stows his goods and 
passengers, but he is called the captain ; a word of 
such various use and uncertain signification, that it 
seems very difficult to fix any positive idea to it ; if, 
indeed, there he any general meaning which may com- 
prehend all its different uaes, that of the head, or cliief, 
of any body of men, seems to be most capable of this 
comprehension ; for whether they be a company of sol- 
diers, a crew of sailors, or a gang of rogues, he who is 
at the heart of them is always styled the captain. 

The particular tyrant, whose fortune it was to stow us 
aboard, laid a farther claim to this appellation than the 
bare command of a vehicle of conveyance. He had been 
the captain of a privateer, which he chose to call being 
in the king^s service, and thence derived a right of 
hoisting the military ornament of a cockade over the 
button of his hat- He likewise wore a sword of no 
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ordinary leagth by Lis aide, with wliich he swog^red 
ID hia cabin, among the wretches his paaaengera, whom 
he had stowed in cupboards on each aide. He was a 
person of a very singular character. He had taken it 
into hia head that he was a gentleman, from those very 
reasons that proved he was not one j and to shew him- 
self a tine gentleman, by a behaviour which seemed to 
insinuate he bad never seen one. He was, moreover, 
a man of gallantry ; at the age of seventy, he had the 
Bnicalnesa of Sir Courtly Nice, with the roughness of 
Surly ; and while he was deaf himself, had a voice 
capable of deafening all others. 

Now, as I saw myself in danger by the delays of the 
captain, who was, in reality, waiting for more freight, 
and as the wind had been long nested, as it were, in 
the south-west, where it constantly blew hurricanes, I 
began with great reaBou to apprehend that our voyage 
mi^ht be long, and that my belly, which began already 
to be much extended, would require the water to be let 
out at a time when no assistance was at hand ; though, 
indeed, the captain comforted me with assurances, that 
be had a pretty young fellow on board, who acted as 
bis surgeon, as I fonnd he likewise did as steward, 
cook, butler, sailor. In abortt he bad as many offices 
03 Scrub in the play, and wont through them all with 
great dexterity ; this of surgeon was, perhaps, the only 
one in which his skill was somewhat deficient, at least 
that branch of tapping for the dropsy ; tor he very 
ingenuously and modestly confessed, he had never seen 
t'he operation performed, nor was possessed of that chirur- 
gical instrument with which it is performed. 

Friday, June 28. By way of prevention, therefore, 
I this day sent for my friend Mr. Hunter, the great Bur- 
geon and anatomist of Covent-garden ; and, though my 
belly was not yet very full and tight, let out tea quarts 
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of water ; the youDg sea-surgeon attended the operation, 
not aa a peTformer, but as a student. 

I was now cased of the greatest apprehension which 
I had from the length of the passage ; and I told the 
captain I was become indifferent as to the time of his 
sailing. He expressed much satiBfaction in this declara- 
tion, and at hearing from me, that I found mvaeif, since 
my tapping, much lighter and better. In this, I believe, 
he was sincere; for be was, as we shall have occasion 
to observe more than once, a very good-natured man; 
and as he was a very brave one too, I found that the 
heroic constancy with which I had borne an operation, 
that is attended with scarce any degree of pain, had 
not a little raised me in his esteem. That he might 
adhere, therefore, in the most religious and rigorous 
manner to his word, when he had no longer any tempt- 
ation from interest to break it* as he had no longer any 
hopes of more goods or passengers, he ordered hia ship 
to fall down to Graves end on Sunday morning, and 
there to wait his arrivah 

Sunday^ June 30. Nothing worth notice passed till 
that morning, when my poor wife, after passing a night 
in the utmost l^rments of the toothache, resolved to 
have it drawn. I dispatched, therefore, a servant into 
Wapping, to bring, in haste, the best tooth-drawer he 
could find. He soon found out a female of great emi- 
nence in the art ; but when he brought her to the boat, 
at the water-side, they were informed that the ship was 
gone ; for, indeed, she had set out a few minutes after 
his quitting her ; nor did the pilot, who well knew the 
errand on which I bad sent my servant, think fit to 
wait a moment for his return, or to give me any notice 
ol his setting out, though I hnJ, very patietitly, attended 
the delays of the captain four days, after many solenm 
pioniiBes of weighing anchor every one #f the three last. 
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Bat of all tte petty basLawa, or tuibulent tyrants 
I ever beheld, tills sour-faced pilot was the worat tem- 
pered ; for, durtug the time that he had the guidance 
of the ship, which was till we arrived in the Downs, 
he complied with no one's deairea, nor did he give & 
civil word, or, indeed, a civil look to any on board. 

The tooth-drawer, who, as I said before, was one of 
great eminence among her neighbours, refused to follow 
the ship ; BO that my man made himself the best of his 
way, and, with some difficulty, came up with us before 
we were got under full sail ; for, after that, as we had 
both wind and tide with us, he would have found it 
impossible to overtake the ship, till she was come to an 
anchor at Gravesend. 

The morning was fair and bright, and we had a 
passage thither, I think, as pleasant as can be con- 
ceived ; for, take it with all its advantages, particularly 
the number of fine ships you are always sure of seeing 
by the way, there is nothing to equal it in all the rivers 
of the world- The yards of Deptford and of Woolwich 
are noble sights; and give us a just idea of the great 
perfection to which we are arrived in building those 
floating castles, and the figure which we may always 
make in Europe among the other maritime powers. That 
of Woolwich, at least, very strongly imprinted this idea 
on my mind ; for there was now on the stocks there 
the Royal Anne, supposed to be the largest ship ever 
built, and which contains ten carriage guns more than 
had ever yet equipped a first rate. 

It is true, perhaps, that there is more of ostentation 
than of real utility in ships of this vast and unwieldy 
burden, which are rarely capable of acting against an 
enemy, but if the building such contributes to preservet 
among other natlotis, the notion of the British superiority 
in naval affairs, the expence, though very great, is well 
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incuned, and the ostentatioa is laudable and truly poltt- 
icaL Indeed, I should be sorry to allow that Holland, 
France, or Spain, possessed a veasel larger and more 
beautiful than the largest and most beautiful of ours ; 
for this honour I would always administer to the pride ■ 
of our sailors, who should challenge it from all their 
neighbours with truth and aucceas. And aure I am, 
that not out honest tars alone, but every inhabitant of 
this island, may exult in the compariaon, when he con- ■ 
siders the King of Great Britain as a maritime prince, 
in opposition to any other prince in Europe ; but I am 
not ao certain that the same idea of superiority will 
result from comparing our land forces with those of 
many other crowned heads. In numbers, they all tar 
exceed us, and in the goodness and splendour of their 
troops, many nations, particularly the Germans and 
French^ and perhaps the Dutch, cast us at a distance ; 
for, however we may flatter ourselves with the Ed- 
wards and Henrys of former ages, the change of the 
whole art of war since those days, by which the advan- 
tage of personal strength is in a manner entirely lost, 
hath produced a change in military affairs to the ad- 
vantage of our enemies. As for our successes in later 
days, if they were not entirely owing to the euperioi 
genius of our genera^ they were not a little due to the 
superior force of his money. Indeed, if we should 
arraign Marshal Saxe of ostentation when he shewed 
his army, drawn up, to our captive general, the day 
after the battle of La Val, we cannot say that the osten- 
tatioa was entirely vain ; since he certainly shewed him 
an army which had not been often equalled, either in 
the number or goodness of the troops, and which, in 
those respects, ao far exceeded ours, that none can ever 
cast any reflection on the brave young prince who could 
not reap the laurels of conquest in that day ; but his 
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retreat will be always mentioned as an addition to his 

glory. 

In our marine the case is entirely the reveracT and it 
must be our own fault if it dotK not continue so; for 
continue so it will as long aa the flourishing state of our 
trade shall support it, and this support it can never want 
till our legislature shall ceaee to give sufficient attention 
to the protection of our trade, and our magistrates want 
sufficient power, ability, and honesty, to execute the laws : 
a circumetance not to be apprehended, as it cannot hap- 
pen till our senates and our benches shall be filled with 
the blindest ignorance, or with the blackest corruption. 

Besides the ships in the docks, we saw many on the 
water ; the yachts are sights of great parade, and the 
Idng'a body yacht ia, I believe, unequalled in any country 
for convenience as well as magnificence ; both which are 
consulted in building and equipping her with the most 
exquisite art and workmanship. 

We saw likewise several Indiamen just returned from 
their voyage. These arc. I believe, the largest and finest 
vessels which are any where employed in commercial 
affairs. The colliers, likewise, which are very numerous, 
and even assemble in fleets, are ships of great bulk ; and 
if we descend to those used in the American, African, and 
European trades, and pass through those which visit oui 
own coasts, to the small craft that he between Chatham 
and the Tower, the whole forms a mosb pleasing object to 
the eye> as well as highly warming to the heart of an 
Englishman, who has any degree of lovo for his country, 
or can recognise any effect of the patriot in hia constitu- 
tion. 

Lastly, the Royal Hospital of Greenwich, which pre- 
fientfl ao delightful a front to the water, and doth such 
honour at once to its builder and the nation, to the great 
skill and ingenuity of the one, and to the no less sensible 
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gratitude of the other, very properly closes the account of 
this scene; which may well appear roTnantic to those 
who have not themselves seen that, in this one instance^ 
truth and reality are capable, perhaps, of exceeding the 
power of fiction. 

When we had passed by Greenwich we saw only two 
or three gentlemen^s houses, all of very moderate ac- 
count, till we reached Gravesend ; these are all on 
the Kentish shore, which affords a much drier, whole- 
Bomer, and pleaaantec situation, than doth that of its 
opposite, Essex. This circumstance, I own, is some- 
what surprising to me, when I reflect on the numerous 
villas that crowd the river from Chelsea upwards as 
far as Shepperton, where the narrower channel afiords 
not half so noble a prospect, and where the continual 
succession of the small craft, like the frecjuent repetition of 
all things, which have nothing in them great, beautiful or 
admirable, tire the eye, and give us difitasto and aversion, 
instead of pleasure. With some of these situations, such 
as Barnes, Mortlake, &c., even the shore of Essex might 
contend, not upon very unequal terms; but, on the 
Kentish borders there are many spots to be chosen by the 
builder, which might justly claim the preference over 
almost the very finest of those in Middlesex and Surrey. 

How shall we account for this depravity in taste J for, 
surely, there are none so very mean and contemptible, as 
to bring the pleasure of seeing a number of little wherries 
gliding along after one another, in competition with what 
we enjoy in viewing a succession of ships, with all their 
sails expanded to the winds, bounding over the waves 
before us. 

And here I cannot pass by another observation on the 
deplorable want of taste in our enjoyments, which we 
show by almost totally neglecting the pursuit of what 
seems to me the highest degree of amusement ; this is, I 
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ouiselvea in little vesseb of our own, contrived 
only for our ease and accommodation, to which such 
situationa of our villas aa I havo recotmnendcd would 
be 80 convenient, and even necessary. 

This amusement, I confess, if enjoyed in any perfection, 
would be of the expensive kind ; but such expence would 
not exceed the reach of a moderate fortune, and would 
fall very short of the prices which are daily paid for 
pleasures of a fat inferior rate. The truth, I beheve, ia 
that sailing in the manner I have just mentioned ia a 
pleasure rather unknown, or unthought of, than rejected 
by those who have experienced it ; unless, perhaps, the 
apprehension of danger, or sea-aickness, may be supposed, 
by the timorous and delicate, to make too large deduc- 
tions ; insisting that all their enjoyments should come to 
them pure and unmixed, and being ever ready to cry out, 

Nocet eiTvptik dotort volwplQA. 



This, however, was my present case ; for the ease and 
lightness which I felt from my tapping, the gaiety of the 
morning, the pleasant sailing with wind and tide, and the 
many agreeable objects with which I was constantly en- 
tertained during the whole way» were all suppressed and 
overcome by the single consideration of my wife's pain, 
which continued incessantly to torment her till we came 
to an anchor, when I dispatched a messenger, in great 
haste, for the best reputed operator in Gravesend, A 
surgeon of some eniinence now appeared, who did not 
decline tooth-drawing, though he certainly would have 
been offended with the appellation of tooth-drawer, no 
less than hia brethren, the members of that venerable 
body, would be with that of barber, since the late separa- 
tion between those long-united companies, by which, if 
the surgeons have gained much, the barbers are supposed 
to have loat very little. 
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This able and cureful person (for eo I sincerely believe 
he is) after examining the guilty tooth, declared that it 
-was such a rotten shell, and so placed at the very remotest 
end of the upper jaw, where it waa» in a manner, covered 
and secured by a large fine Erm tooth, that he despaired 
of hie power of drawing it. 

He aaid, indeed, more to my wife, and used more 
rhetoric to dissuade her from having it drawn, than is 
generally employed to persuade young ladies to prefer a 
pain of three moments to one of three months' continu- 
ance ; especially if those young ladies happen to be past 
forty and fiity yeara of age, when, by submitting to sup- 
port a racking torment, the only good cixcumetance 
att*^ndixig which is, it is go short that scarce one in a 
thousand can cry out I feel it, they are to do a violence 
to their charms, and lose one of those beautiful holders 
with which alone Sir Courtly Nice declares a lady can 
ever lay hold of his heart. 

He said at Isi&t so much, and seemed to reason so justly^ 
that I came over to his side, and aseisted him ic prevail- 
ing on my wife (for it was no easy matter) to resolve on 
keeping her tooth a little longer, and to apply palliatives 
only for relief. Theae were opium applied to the tooth, 
and blisters behind the ears. 

Whilst we were at dinner this day, in the cabin, on a 
sudden the window on one side was beat into the room, 
with a crash as if a twenty-pounder had been discharged 
among us. We were all alarmed at the suddenness of the 
accident, for which, however* we were soon able to 
account, for the sash, which was shivered all to pieces, 
was pursued into the middle of the cabin by the bow- 
sprit of a little ship, called a cod-smack, the master of 
which made ua amends for running (carelessly ab best) 
against us^ and injuring the ship in the sea way ; that is to 
fiay, by damning ue all to hell, and uttering several pious 
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wishes that it had done us much more mischief. All 
vhich were answered in their own kind and phrase by 
our men ; between whora and the other crew a dialogue 
■of uatha and acumlity was carried on as long as they 
icontinued in each other's hearing. 

It is difficult* I think, to assign a satisfactory reason 
why sailors in general should, ol all others, think them- 
Belve.s entirely discharged from the common bands of 
humanity, and should ae^m to glory in the language 
[,and behaviour of savages 1 They see more of the world, 
and have, most of them, a more erudite education, than 
is the portion of landmen of their degree. Nor do I 
believe that in any country they visit (Holland itseli not 
excepted) they can ever find a parallel to what daily 
passes on the river Thames. Is it that they think true 
courage {for they are the bravest fellows upon earth) 
inconsistent with all the gentleness of a humane carriage* 
and that the contempt of civil order springs up in minds 
but little cultivated at the same time and from the same 
principles with the contempt of danger and death ? Is 

it ? in short, it is so ; and how it comes to be so 

1 leave to form a question in the Robin Hood Society^ 
or to be propounded for solution among the tenigmas 
in the Woman*s Almanack for the next year. 

Monday^ July K This day Mr, Welch took his leave 
oi me after dinner, as did a young lady of her sister, 
who was proceeding with my wife to Lis bom They 
both set out together in a post-chaiae for London. 

Soon after their departure our cabin, where my wife 
and I were sitting together, was visited by two ruffians, 
whose appearance greatly corresponded with that of the 
sherLffs, or rather the knight -marshal's bailiffs. ^ One 
of these especially, who seemed to aSect a more than 
ordinary degree of rudeness and insolence, came in 
without any kind of ceremony, with a broad gold lace 
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on his hat, which was cocked with much military fierce- 
ness on his head. An inkhorn at his buttoahole, a&d 
some papers in his hand, sufficiently assured me what 
he waSj and I asked him if he and his cooipanion were 
not custom-house officers ; he answered with sufficient 
dignity that they were, as an information which he 
seemed to conclude would strike the hearer with awe, 
and suppress ail farther inquiry ; but, on the contrary, 
I proceeded to nsk of what rank he wad in the cuatom- 
house, and receiving an answer from his companion, as 
I remember, that the gentleman was a riding surveyor ; 
I replied, that he might be a riding surveyor, but could 
be no gentleman, for that none who had any title to 
that denomination would break into the presence of a 
lady without an apology, or even moving hia hat. He 
then took hia covering from his head, and laid it on 
the table, saying, he asked pardon, and blamed the 
mate, who should, he said, hare informed him if any 
persons of distinction were below. I told him he might 
guess by our appearance (which, perhaps, was rather 
more than could be said with the strictest adherence 
to truth} that he was before a gentleman and lady» 
which should teach him to be very civil in his be- 
haviour, though we should not happen to be of that 
number whom the world calls people of fashion and 
distinction. However, I said, that as he seemed sensible 
of his error, and had asked pardon, the lady would 
permit Kim to put his hat on again, if he chose it. This 
he refused with some degree of surliness, and failed not 
to convince me, that if I should condescend to become 
more gentle he would soon grow more rude, 

I now renewed a ^'eflection, which I have often seen 
occasion to make, that there is nothing ao incongruous 
in nature as any kind of power with lowness of mind 
and of ability, and that there is nothing more deplorable 
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tlian the want of truth in the whimsical notion oE Plabo ; 
who tella us, that * Saturn, well knowing the state of 
' human affaira, gave ua kings and rulera, not of human 
' but divine original, for as we make not Bhepherds o£ 
' aheep, nor oxhcrda of oxen, nor goatherds of goata ; but 

* place some of our own kind over all, as being better 
'and fitter to govern them; in the same manner were 
' demons by the Divine Love set over us, aa a race of 

* beings oE a superior order to men, and who, with 

* great ease to themselves, might regulate our affairs, 
'and establish peace, modesty, freedom, and justice; 
'and totally destroying all sedition, might complete the 
' happiness of the human race. So far* at least, may 

* even now be said with truths that in all states which 
'are under the government of mere man^ without any 
' divine aasistance^ there is nothing but labour and 
" misery to be found. From what I have said there- 
' fore we may at least learn, with our utmost cndea- 

* vours, to imitate the Saturnian institution : borrowii^ 

* all assistance from our immortal part, while we pay 
' to this ths strictest obedience, we should form both 
' our private oeconomy and public policy from its die- 
' tates. By this dispensation of our immortal minds we 

are to establish a law, and to call it by that name. 
' But if any government be in the hands of a single 

* person, of the few, or of the many ; and such governor 
' or governors shall abandon himself or themselves to 
' the unbridled pursuit of the wildest pleasures or desires, 
' unable to restrain any paaaion^ but possessed with an 
' insatiable bad disease ; if such shall attempt to govern, 
' and at the same time to trample on all laws, there can 

* be no means of preservation left for the wretched 
'people.' Plato de Leg. lib. iv. p. 713. c. 714. edit. 
Serrani. 

It is true that Plato is here treating of the highest of 




sovereign power in a stat« i but it is as true that his 
obBervetions are genera], and may be applied to all 
inferior powers; and, indeed, every subordinate degree 
is imniediately derived from the highest ; and as it is 
equally protected by the same force, and sanctified by 
the same authority, is alike dangerous to the well-being 
of the subject. 

Of all powers, perhaps, there is none so sanctified and 
protected as this which is under our present consideration. 
So numerous, indeed, and strong are the sanctions given 
to it by many acts of parliament, that having once estab- 
lished the laws of customs on merchandize, it seems to 
have- been the sole view of the legislature to strengthea 
the hands and to protect the persons of the officers, who 
became established by those laws ; many of whom are 
so far from bearing any resemblance to the Hatumian 
institution, and to be chosen from a degree of beings 
superior to the rest of the human race, that they some- 
times seem industriously picked out of the lowest and 
vilest orders of mankind. 

There is, indeed, nothing so useful to man in general, 
Dor so beneficial to particular societies and individuals, 
as trade. This is that alma mater at whose plentiful 
breast all mankind are nourished. It is true, like other 
parents, she is not always equally indulgent to all her 
children j but though she gives to her favourites a vast 
proportion of redundancy and superfluity, there are very 
few whom she refuses to supply with the conveniences, 
and none with the necessaries of life. 

Such a benefactress as this must naturally be beloved 
by mankind in general ; it would be wonderful, there- 
fore, if her interest was not considered by them, and 
protected from the fraud and violence of some of her 
lebcllious oSepring, who. coveting more than their share, 
or more than she thinks proper to allow them, are dailj 
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employed in meditating mischief against her, and in 
endeavouring to steal from their brethren those sharee 
which this great tUma •mater had allowed them. 

At length our governor came on board, and about six 
in the evening we weighed anchor, and fell down to the 
Nore, whithei oux passage was extremely pleasant, the 
evening being very delightful, the moon just past the 
full, and both wind and tide favourable to ua. 

Tuesday, July 2. This morning we again aet sail* 
QBder all the advantages we had eDJoyed the evening 
before t this day we left the shore of Essex, and coasted 
aloQg Kent, passing by the pleasant island of Tbanet, 
which is an island, and that of Sheppy, which is not an 
island, and about three o'clock, the wind being now full 
in our teeth, we came to an iinchor in the Downs, within 
two miles of Deal. My wife, having suffered intolerable 
pain from her tooth, again renewed her resolution of 
having it drawn^ and another siugeon was sent for from 
Deal, but with no better success than the former. He 
likewise declined the operation, for the same reason which 
had been assigned by the former ; however, such was her 
resolution, backed with pain, that he was obliged to make 
the attempt, which concluded more in honour of hia 
judgment than of his operation ; for after having put my 
poor wife to inexpressible torment, he was obliged to 
leave her tooth in statu quo : and she had now the com- 
fortable prospect of a long fit of pain^ which might have 
lasted her whole voyage, without any poasibihty of rehef. 
In these pleasing sensations, of which I had my just 
share. Nature, overcome with fatigue, about eight in the 
evening resigned her to rest ; a circumstance which 
would have given me some happinese, could I have 
known how to employ those spirits who were raised by 
it ; but, unfortunately for m.e, 1 was left in a disposition of 
enjoying an agreeable hour without the assistance of a 
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companioDf which haa alwaye appeared to me neceeaary 
to ftuch enjoyinent ; my daughter and her companion were 
both retired sea-sick to bed ; the other pasaengera were a 
rude fichool-boy of fourteen years old, and an illiterate 
Portugueee friar, who understood do language but his 
own, in which I had not the least smattering. The cap- 
tain waa the only peraon left in whose conversation I 
might indulge myself; but unluckily, beaidea a total 
ignorance of every thing in the worid but a ship, he had 
the misfortune of being 30 deaf, that to make him hear, I 
will not say understand, my words, 1 must run the risk of 
conveying them to the ears of my wife, who, though in 
another room (called, I think, the state-room ; being, 
indeed, a most atately apartment, capable of containing 
one human body in Ieng;tb, if not very tall, and three 
bodies in breadth), lay asleep within a yard of me. In 
this situation necessity and choice were one and the aame 
thing ; the captain and I sat down together to a small 
bowl of punch, over which we both soon fell fast asleep, 
and so concluded the evening. 

Wednesday, July 3. This morning I awaked at four 
o'clock, for my distemper seldom suffered me to sleep 
later. I presently got up, and had the pleasure of enjoy- 
ing the sight o! a tempestuous sea for four hours before 
the captain was stirring ; for he loved to indulge himself 
in morning slumbers, which were attended with a wind- 
music, much more agreeable to the performers than to the 
hearers, especially such aa have, as I had, the privilege of 
sitting in the orchestra. At eight o'clock the captain 
rose, and sent his boat on shore. I ordered my man like- 
wise, to go in it. as my distemper was of that kind which 
entiiely deprives ua of appetite. Now, though the cap- 
tain had well victualled his ship with all manner of salt 
provisions for the voyage, and had added great quantities 
of fiesh stores, particularly of vegetableSp at Gravesend, 
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such as beans and peas, which had been on board only 
two daySj aad had possibly not been gathered above two 
more, I apprehended I could provide better for myself 
at Deal than the ahip^a ordinary seemed to promise, I 
accordingly sent for fresh provisions o£ all kinds from the 
shore, in order to put off the evil day of starving as long 
as poasible. My man returned with most of the articles I 
sent for, and I now thought myself in a condition of 
living a week on my own provisions. I therefore ordered 
my own dinner, which I wanted nothing but a cook to 
dress, and a proper fire to dress it at ; hut those wete not 
to be had, nor indeed any addition to my roast mutton, 
except the pleasure of the captain's company, with that of 
the other passengers ; for ray wife continued the whole 
day in a state of dozing, and my other females, whose 
sickness did not abate by the rolling of the ship at anchor, 
seemed more inclined to empty their stomachs than to fill 
them. Thus I passed the whole day (except about an 
hour at dinner) by rayself, and the evening concluded 
with the captain as the preceding one had done ; one 
comfortable piece of news he communicated to me, which 
was, that he had no doubt of a prosperous wind in the 
morning ; but aa he did not divulge the reasons of this 
confidence, and as I saw none myself besides the wind 
being directly opposite, my faith in this prophecy was not 
strong enough to build any great hopes upon. 

Tuesday^ July 4. This morning, however, the captain 
seemed resolved to fulfil his own predictions, whether the 
wind would or no ; he accordingly weighed anchor, end 
taking the advantage of the tide, when the wind was uot 
very boisterous, he hoisted his sails ; and, as if his power 
had been no less absolute over .3k>lua than it was over 
Neptune, he forced the wind to blow him on in its own 
despite. 

But as all men who have ever been at sea well know 
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how weak aucli attempts are, and want tio authorities of 
Scripture to prove, that the moat absolute power of a 
captain of a ship ia very contemptible in the wind's eye, 
BO did it befal our noble commander ; who haii'ing strug- 
gled with the wind thiee or four hours, was obliged to 
give over, and lost in a few minutes all that lie had been 
80 long gaining \ in shorty we returned to our former 
station, and once more cast anchor in the nGLghbour- 
hood of Deaf. 

Here, though we lay near the shore, that we might 
promise ourselves all the emolument whieb could be 
derived from it, we found ourselves deceived ; and that 
we might with as much conveniency be out of the eight 
of land ; for, except when the captain launched forth hia 
own boat, which he did always with great reluctance, we 
were incapable of procuring any thing from Deal, but at 
a price tflo exorbitant, and beyond the reach even of 
modem luxury ; the fare of a boot from Deal, which lay 
at two miles distance, being at least three half-crowns, 
and if we had been in any distress for it, as many hall- 
guineas ; for these good people consider the sea aa a large 
common, appendant to their manor, in which, when they 
find any of their feUow-creatures impounded, they con- 
clude that they have a full right of making them pay at 
their own discretion for their deliverance ; to say the 
truth, whether it be that men who live on the sea-shore 
are of an amphibious kind, end do not entiicly partake of 
human nature, or whatever else may be the reason, they 
are so far from taking any share in the distresses of man- 
kind, or of being moved with any compassion for them, 
that they took upon them as blessings showered down 
from above ; and which the more they improve to their 
own use, the greater is their gratitude and piety. Thus 
at Gravesend, a scuUer requires a shilling for going less 
way than he would row in London for three-pence ; and 
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at Deal, a boat often brings more profit in a day, than 
it can produce in London in a week, or, perhaps, in a 
month ; in both places, th<^ owner of the boat founds hla 
demand on the necessity and distress of one, who stands 
more or less in absolute want of his assidtance ; and, 
with the urgency of theae, always rises in the exorbitancy 
of hi3 demand, without ever conaidering, that, from these 
very circumstances, the power or ease of gratifying such 
demand is in lite proportion lessened. Now, as I am 
unwilling that some conclusions, wMch may be, I am 
awate, too juatly drawn from these observations, should 
be imputed to human nature in general, I have en- 
deavoured to account for them in a way more con- 
sistent with the goodness and dignity of that nature ; 
however it be, it seems a little to reflect on the 
governors of such monsters, that they do not take some 
means to restrain these impositions, and prevent them 
from triumphing any longer in the miseries of those, 
who are, in many circumstances at least, their fellow- 
creatures, and considering the distresses of a wretched 
seaman, from his being wrecked to hia being barely 
wind'boundj as a blessing sect among them from above, 
and calling it by that blasphemous name. 

Friday^ July 5. This day I sent a servant on board a 
man of war, that was stationed here, with my comph- 
ments to the captain, to represent to him the distress of 
the ladies, and to desire the favour of hia long-boat to 
conduct us to Dover, at about seven miles distance j and» 
at the same time, presumed to make use of a great lady's 
name, the wife of the firet lord commissioner of the 
admiralty ; who would, I told him, be pleased with any 
kindness shewn by him towards us in our miserable 
condition. And this I am canvinced was true, from 

N the humanity of the lady, though she was entirely un- 

I known to mo* 
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Th€ captain returned a verbal answer to a long letter ; 

acquainting me, that what I desired could not be com- 
plied with, it being a favour not in his power to grant. 
This might be, and I suppose was tiue ; but it is as trtie^ 
tkat it he was able to write, and had pen, int, and paper 
aboard, he might have sent a written answer, and that it 
was the part o£ a gentleman so to have done ; but this is 
a character seldom maintained on the watery clement, 
especially by those who exercise any power on it. Every 
commander of a veaael here seems to think himself en- 
tirely free from all those rules of decency and civility, 
which direct and restrain the conduct of the members of 
a society on shore i and each claiming absolute domimon 
in hia little wooden world, rules by his own laws and bis 
own discretion, I do not, indeed, know so pregnant an 
instance of the dangerous consequences of absolute 
power, and ita aptness to intoxicate the mind, as that 
of those petty tyrants, who become such in a moment, 
from very well-disposed and social members of that 
communion, in which they afCect no superiority, but 
live in an orderly state of legal subjection with their 
fellow-citizens. 

Saturday f Jtdy 6. This morning our commander, 
declaring he was sure the wind would change, took the 
advantage of an ebbing tide, and weighed hie anchor. 
His aBSurancc, however, had the same completion, and 
his endeavours the same success, with his former trial ; 
and he was soon obliged to return once more to his old ■ 
quarters. Just before we let go our anchor^ a small 
sloop, rather than submit to yield us an inch of way, ran 
foul of oui ship, and carried o3 her bowsprit. This 
obstinate frolic would have coat those aboard the sloop 
very dear, if our steersman had not been too generous to 
exert his superiority, the certain consequence cl which 
would have been the immediate sinking of the other. 
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This contention of the interior, with a might capable of 
crushing it in an instant, may seem to argue no amall 
ahare of follj or madness, as well as of impudence ; but 
I am convinced there is very little danger in it ; con- 
tempt 13 a port to which the pride of man submits to (ly 
with reluctance, but those who are within it are always 
in a place of the most assured security ■ for whosoever 
thiowa away his sword, prefers, indeed, a less honour- 
able, but much safer means of avoiding darker, than he 
who defends himself with it. And here we shall ofTer 
another distinction, of the truth of which much reading 
and experience have well convinced us, that aa in the 
most absolute governmenta, there is a regular pro- 
gression of slavery downwards, from the top to the 
bottom, the mischief of which ia seldom felt with 
any great force and bitterness, but by the next im- 
mediate de^ee ; so in the most dissolute and anarchical 
states, there is as regular an ascent of what is called 
rank or condition, which ia always laying hold of the 
head of him, who ia advanced but one step higher 
on the ladder, who might, if he did not too much 
despise such eSorts, kick his pursuer headlong to the 
bottom- We will conclude this digression with one 
h general and short observation, which will, perhaps, 
set the whole matter in a clearer light than the 
longest and most laboured harangue, WTiereas envy 
of all things moat exposes us to danger from others ; 
so contempt of all things best secures us from them. 
And thus, while the dung-cart and the sloop are always 
meditating mischief against the coach and the ship, and 
throwing themselves designedly in their way, the latter 
consider only their own Bccurity, and arc not ashamed to 
break the road, and let the other pass by them. 

Monday^ Jvly 8. Having passed our Sunday with- 
out any thing remarkable, unless the catching a great 
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number of whitrngs in the attemoon may be thought bo ; 
we now Bet aa.il on Monday at six o*ciock, with a little 
variation of wind ; but this was so very little, and the 
breeze itself eo small, that the tide was our best^ aad, 
indeed, almost our only friend. This conducted ub along 
the ahott remainder of the Kentish shore. '» Here^we 
passed that clifi of Dover, which makes eo tremendous 
a figure in Shakapeare, and which, whoever"!: reada 
without being giddy, must, according to Mr, Addison's 
observation, have either a very good head, or a very 
bad one ; but which» whoever contiacta any such ideas 
from the sight of, must have, at least, a poetic, if not 
a Shakspearian genius. In truth, mountains, rivers, 
heroes^ and gods owe great part of their existence to 
the poets ; and Greece and Italy do so plentifully 
abound in the former, because they furnished fsQ 
glorious a number of the latter ; who, while they 
bestowed immortality on every little hillock and blind 
stream, left the noblest rivers and mountains in the 
world to share the same obscurity with the eastern and 
western poets, in which they are celebrated. 

Thia evening we beat the sea of Sussex, in sight of 
Dungeuess, with much more pleasure than progress ; for 
the weather was almost a perfect calm, and the moon^ 
which was almost at the full, scarce suffered a single 
cloud to veil her from our sight- 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Jviy 9, 10. These two days wg 
had much the same fine weather, and made much the 
same way ; but, in the evening of the latter day, a 
pretty fresh gale sprung up, at N. N. \V, which brought. 
us by the morning in sight of the Isle of Wight. 

ThuTsdaj/, July II. This gale continued till towards 
noon ; when the east end of the island bore but a little 
a-head of us. The captain swaggered, and declared he 
would keep the sea ; but the wind got the better of him^ 
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SO that about three he gave up the victory, and, making 
a sudden tack, stood in for the shore, passed by Spithead 
and Portamoiith, end came to an anchor at a place called 
Eyde on the island. 

A most tragical incident fell out this day at sea. 
^Tiile the ship was under sail> but making, as will 
appear, no great way, a kitten, one of four of the feline 
inhabitants of the cabin, fell from the window into the 
water ; an alarm was immediately given to the captain, 
who was then upon deck, and received it with the utmost 
concern and many bitter oatha. He immediately gave 
orders to the steersman in favour of the poor thing, as 
he called it; the sails were instantly slackened, and all 
hands, as the phrase is, employed to recover the poor 
animal I was. I own, extremely Burprified at all this ; 
leas, indeed, at the captain's extreme tenderness, than 
at his conceiving any possibility of succesa : for, if puss 
had had nine thousand, Instead of nine lives, I concluded 
they had been all lost. The boatswain, however, had 
more sanguine hopes ; for, having stript himself of his 
jacket, breeches, and ahirt, he leaped boldly into the 
water, and to my great aatonishmentj in a few minutes 
returned to the ship, bearing the motionless animal in 
hifl mouth. Nor was this, I observed, a matter of such 
great difficulty as it appeared to my ignorance, and 
possibly may aeem to that of my freah-water reader : 
the kitten was now exposed to air and sun on the 
deck, where its life, of which it retained no symptoms, 
was despaired of by all. 

The captain^s humanity, if I may so call it, did not so 
totally destroy his philosophy, as to make him yield 
himself up to affliction on this melancholy occasion- 
Having felt his loss like a man^ he resolved to shew 
he could bear it like one ; and having declared he had 
rather have lost a cask of rum or brandy, betook him- 
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self to threshing at back-gammon with the Portuguese 
iiiar, in which innocent amusement they had passed 
about two -thirds of their time. 

But, as I have, perhaps, a little too wantonly endea- 
voured to raL^e the tender paaaiona of my leaders in 
this narrative, I should thiuk myself unpardonable if I 
concluded it, without giviug them the satisfaction of 
hearing that the kitten at last recovered, to the great 
joy of the good captain ; but to the great disappoint- 
meut of some of the sailors^ who asserted that the 
drowning a cat was the very surest way of raising n 
favourable wind ; a supposition of which, though we 
have heard several plausible accounts, we will not pre- 
sume to assign the true original reason. 

Fridat/, Julif 12. Tbis day our ladies went ashore at 
Ryde, and drank their afternoon tea at an ale-house there 
with great eatisfactioa ; here they were regaled with 
fresh cream, to which they had been strangers eince they 
left the Downs. 

Saiurday, Juhj 13, The wind seeming likely to con- 
tinue in the same corner^ where it had been almost 
constantly for two months together, I was persuaded by 
my wife to go ashore, and stay at Ryde till we sailed. 
I approved the motion much ; for, though I am a great 
lover of the aea, I now fancied there was mote pleasure 
in breathing the fresh air of the land ; but how to get 
thither was the question ; for being really that dead 
luggage, which I considered all passengers to be in the 
beginning of this narrative, and incapable of any bodily 
motion without external impulse, it was in vain to leave 
the ship, or to determine to do it without the assistance 
of others. In one instance, perhaps, the living luggage 
ifl more difficult to be moved, or removed, than an equal 
or much superior weight of dead matter; which, if of the 
brittle kind, may, indeed, be liable to be broken through 



negligence ; but this, by proper care, may be almost 
certainly prevented ; whereas the fractures to which the 
living lumps are exposed are sometimes by no caution 
avoidable, and often by no art to be amended. 

I was deliberating on the means of conveyance, not 
so much out of the ship to the boat, as out of a little 
tottering boat to the land. A matter which, as I had 
already experienced in the Thames, was not extremely 
easy, when to be performed by any other limbs than 
your own. Whilst I weighed all that could suggest 
itself on this head, without strictly examining the merit 
of the several schemes which were advanced by the 
captain and sailors, and, indeed, giving no very deep 
attention even to my wife, who, as well aa her friend 
and my daughter, were exerting their tender concern 
for my ease and safety : Fortune, for I am convinced 
she had a hand in it, sent me a present of a buck ; a 
present welcome enough of itself, but more welcome on 
account of the vessel in which it came, being a large 
lioy, which in some places would pass for a ship, and 
jnany people would go some miles to see the sight. I 
"was pretty easily conveyed on board this hoy, but to 
^et from hence to the shore was not so easy a task ; for, 
liowever strange it may appear, the water itself did not 
^xteod so far ; an instance which seems to explain those 
lines of Ovid, 

Omnia Fonlus ffrant, deerant quoque tUtora PoiUo, 

in a lees tautological sense than hath generally been im- 
puted to them. 

In fact, between the sea and the shore there was, at 
low water, an impassable gu]ph, if I may so call it, ol 
deep mud, which could neither be traversed by walking 
nor swimming ; so that for near one*half of the twenty- 



four hours Ryde was inaccessible by friend or foe. Bit 
aa the magistrates ol this place seemed more to desire 
the company of the former than to fear that of the 
latter, they had begun to make a small causeway to the 
low-water mark, so that foot passengers might land 
whenever they pleased ; but us this work was of a public 
kind, and would have coat a large aum of money, at 
least ten pounds, aud the magietratea, that is to aay, the 
chuich-WBTdens, the overseers, constable, and tithingman* 
and the principal inhabitants, had every one of them 
some separate scheme of private interest to advance at 
the expence of the public, they fell out among them- 
selves; and, after having thrown away one half of the 
requisite sum, resolved at least to save the other half, 
and rather be contented to sit down losers themselves, 
than to enjoy any benefit which might bring in a greater 
profit to another. Thus that unanimity which is so 
necessary in all public affairs became wanting, and every 
man, from the fear of being a bubble to another, was, in 
reahty, a bubble to himsclf- 

However, aa there is scarce any difficulty to which the 
strength of men, assisted with the cunuiog of art, is not 
equal, I was at last hoisted into a small boat, and, being 
rowed pretty near the shore, was taken up by two sailors, 
who waded with me through the mud, and placed me 
in a chair on the land, whence they afterwards conveyed 
me a quarter of a mile farther, and brought me to a house 
which seemed to bid the fairest for hospitality of any in 
Eyde, 

We brought with us our provisions from the ship, ao 
that we wanted nothing but a fire to dress our dinner, 
and a room in which we might eat it. In neither of 
these had we any reason to apprehend a disappointment, 
our dinner consisting only of beans and bacon ; and the 
worst apartment in his Majesty's dominionsj either at 
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home or abroad, being fuUy sufficient to aiiBwer oui 
present ideas oE delicacy. 

Unluckily, however, we were diaappointed in both ; 
lor when we arrived about fooi at our inn, exulting 
in the hopes of immediately seeing our beana smoking 
on the table, we had the mortification of seeing them 
on tho table indeed, but without that circumstance which 
would have made the sight agreeable^ being in the same 
state in which we had dispatched them from our ship. 

In excuse Ear this delay, though we had exceeded, 
almost purposely, the time appointed, and our provision 
had arrived three hours before, the mistress of the house 
acquainted us, that it was not for want of time to dresa 
them that they were not ready, hut tor tear of their 
being cold or overdone before we should come ; which 
she assured us was much worse than waiting a few 
minutes tot oui dinner ; an observation so very just, 
that it is impossible to find any objection in it; but, 
indeed^ it was not altogether bo proper at this time ; 
for we had given the most absolute orders to have them 
ready at four, and had been ourselvesj not without much 
care and difficulty, moat exactly punctual in keeping to 
the very minute of our appointment. But tradesmen, 
inn-keepers, and servants, never care to indulge us in 
matters contrary to our true interest, which they always 
know better than ourselves ; nor can any bribes corrupt 
them to go out of their way, whilst they are consulting 
out good in our own despite. 

Our disappoiBtment in the other particular, in defiance 
o£ our humility, as it was more extraordinary, was more 
provoking- In short, Mrs. Francis (for that was the 
name of the good woman of the house), no sooner re- 
ceived the news of our intended arrival, than she con* 
flidered more the gentility than the humanity of her 
guests, and applied herself not to that which kindles 
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but to that wticb extinguishes fires, and, forgetting to 
put on ier pot, fell to washing her house- 
As the messenger who had brought my venison waa 
impatient to be dispatched, I ordered it to be brought 
and laid on the table, in the room where I wae seated ; 
and the table not being large enough, one side, and that 
u, very bloody one, waa laid on the brick floor. I then 
ordered Mrs. Francis to be called in, in order to give 
her instructions concerning it ; in particular, what I 
would have roasted and what baked; concluding that 
she would be highly pleased with the prospect of bo 
much money being spent in her houfio aa she might have 
now reason to expect^ if the wind continued only a few 
days longer to blow from the same points whence it had 
blown for several weeks past. 

I soon saw good cause, I ranst confess, to despise my 
own sagacity. Mrs. Francis, having received her orders, 
without making any answer^ snatched the side from the 
floor, which remained stained with blood, and, bidding 
a servant to take up that on the table, left the room with 
no pleasant countenance, muttering to herself, that ' had 
' she known the litter which was to have been made, 
' she would not have taken such pains to wash her house 
' that morning. If this waa gentility, much good may 
* it do such gentlefolks ; for her part she had no notion 
' of it/ 

From these muimurs I received two hints. The one, 
that it was not from a mistake of our inclination that the 
good woman had starved us, but from wisely consuJting 
her own dignity, or rather perhaps her vanity, to which 
our hunger was offered up as a sacrifice. The other^ 
that I was now sitting in a damp room ; a circumstance, 
though it had hitherto escaped my notice, from the colour 
of the brickfl, which was by no means to be neglected 
in a valetudinary state. 
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My wife, who, liesides discharging excellently well her 
own and all the tender offices becoming the female cha- 
racter ; who, besides being a faithi^ friend, an amiable 
companion, and a tender nurse, could likewise supply 
the wanta of a decrepit husband, and occasionally per- 
form his part, had, before this» discovered the immoderate 
attention to neatness in Mrs. Francis, and provided against 
ita ill consequences. She had found, though not under 
the same roof, a very snug apartment belonging to Mr< 
Francisj and which had escaped the mop by his wife's 
being satisfied it could not possibly be visited by gentle- 
folks. 

This was a dry, warm, oaken-floored bam, lined on 
both sides with wheateu straw, and opening at one end 
with a green field, and a beautiful proepect. Here, with- 
out hesitation, she ordered the cloth to be kid, and came 
hastily to snatch me from worse perils by water than the 
common dangers of the aea. 

Mrs. Francis, who could not trust her own ears, or 
could not believe a footman in so extraordinary a phe- 
nomenon, followed my wife, and asked her, if she had 
indeed ordered the cloth to be laid in the barn ? She 
answered in the affirmative ; upon which Mrs. Francis 
declared she would not dispute her pleasure, but it was 
the first time, she beUeved, that quality had ever pre- 
ferred a bare to a house. She shewed at the same time 
the moat pregnant marks of contempt, and again lamented 
the labour she had undergone, through her ignorance of 
the absurd taste of her guests. 

At length we were seated in one of the most pleasant 
spots, I believe, in the kingdom ; and were regaled with 
our beans and bacon* in which there was nothing deficient 
but the quantity. This defect was, however, so deplor- 
able, that we had consumed our whole dish before we 
had visibly lessened our hunger. We now waited with 
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LTnpatience the arrival of our eecoQiI coarse, which ni 
aity, and not luxury, had dictated. This was a joint ot 
mutton, which Mrs. Francis had been ordered to provide ; 
but whea, being tired with espectation, we ordered our 
servants to sec /or something eUe^ we were informed thdt 
thfira was nothing eL^e ; on which IVtrs. Francis beiBg 
summoned, declared there was no such thing as mutton 
to be had at Ryde. When I expressed some astonishment 
at their having no butcher in a. vilbge so sttaated, ahe 
answered they had & very good one, and one that killed 
all sorts of meat in seaaon, beef two or three ttme» li 
year, and mutton the whole year round ; but that it 
being then beans and peaa time, he killed no meat^ by 
reason he waa not sure of selling it. This she had not 
thought worthy of communication, any more than that 
there hved a fisherman at nest door, who was then pro- 
vided with plenty of aoals, and whitings, and lobsters, 
for Buperiot to those which adorn a city feaet. This dis- 
covery being made by accident, we completed the best, 
the pleasanteat, and the merriest meal, with more appe- 
tite, more real solid luxury, and more fe3tivity» than was 
ever seen in an entertainment at Whitens. 

It may be wondered at, perhaps, that itrs» Francis 
should be so negligent of providing for her guests, as 
she may seem to be thus inattentive to her own interest ; 
but thi3 was not the case ; for having clapt a poll-tax 
on our heads at our arrival, and determined at what price 
to discharge our bodies from her house, the less she suf- 
fered any other to shore in the levy the clearer it cams 
into her own pocket ; and that it was better to get twelve 
pence in a shilling than ten pence, which latter would be 
the case if she aSorded us figh at any rate* 

Thus we passed a moat agreeable day, owing to good 
appetites and good humour ; two hearty feeders, which 
will devour with satisfaction whatever food you place 
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before them ; whereos, without these, the elegance of St, 
J&mes's, the cUarde, the perigord pye^ or the ortolan, the 
venison, the turtle, or the custard, may titillate the throat, 
but will never convey happiness to the heart, or cheerful- 
ness to the countenance. 

\q the wind appeared still immoveable, my wife pro- 
posed my lying on shore. I presently agreed though in 
defiance of an act of parliament, by which persona wan- 
dering abroad, and lodging in ale-houses, are decreed to 
be rogues and vagabonds ; and this too after having been 
very singularly officious in putting that law in esecution- 

My wife, having reconnoitred the house, reported that 
there was one room in which were two beds> It was 
concluded, therefore, that she and Harriot should occupy 
one and myself take possession of the other. She added 
likewise an ingenious recommendation of this room* to 
one who had eo long been in a cabin, which it exactly 
resembled, as it was sunk down with age on one side^ 
and was in the form of a ship with gunwales to, 
4For my own part, I make little doubt but this apart- 
ment was an antient temple, builb with the materials 
of a wreck, and probably dedicated to Neptune, in 
honour of the Blessing sent by him to the inhabitants ; 
such blesBJnga having, in all ages, been very common 
to them. The timber employed in it confirms this 
opinion, being such as la seldom used by any but ship- 
builders. I do not find, indeed, any mention of this 
matter in Heam ; but, perhaps, its antiquity was too 
modem to deserve his notice. Certain it is, that this 
island of Wight was not an early convert to Chris- 
tianity ; nay, there is some reason to doubt whether it 
was ever entirely converted. But I have only time to 
touch slightly on things of this kind, which^ luckily for 
us, we have a Society whose peculiar profession it is to 
discuss and develop e. 
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Sunday^ July 19. Tlua morning early I summoned Mrs. 
Francis, in order to pay her the preceding day's account, M 
Aa I could recollect only two or three articles, I thought ™ 
there was no necessity of pen and ink. In a single in* 
stance only we had exceeded what the law allows gratis 
to a foot soldier on his march, viz, vinegar, salt, &c,* 
and dressing hia meat. I found, however, I was mia-i 
taken in my calculation ; for when the good woi 
attended with her bill, it contained as follows : 



Bread and beer 2 4 

Wind 020 

Rum 020 

Dressing dinner 3 

Tea 16 

Firing 010 

Lodging 016 

Servants' lodging 6 

£0 13 10 



Now that five people, and two eervants, should live 
a day and night at a public house for so small a sum will 
appear incredible to any person in London above the 
degree of a chimney-sweeper ; but more astoniahing will 
it seem that these people should remain so long at suchfl 
a house without tasting any other delicacy than bread, 
small-beer, a tea-cup full of milk called cream, a glass 
of rum converted into punch by their own materials, 
and one bottle of wind, of which we only tasted a single 
glass^ though possibly, indeed, our servants drank the 
remainder of the bottle. 

This wind is a liquor of English manufacture, and 
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its flavour is thought very delicious by the generality 
of the English, who drink it in great quantities. Every 
seventh year is thought to produce as much as the other 
six. It is then drank ao plentifully that the whole 
nation are in a manner intoxicated by it ; and conse- 
quently very little business is carried on at that season. 

It resembles in colour the red wioe which is imported 
from Portugal, as it doth in its intoxicating qualitv ; 
hence, and from this agreement in the orthography^ the 
one is oft^n confounded with the other, though both are 
seldom esteemed by the same person. It ia to be had in 
every parish of the kingdom, and a pretty large quantity 
is consumed in the metropolis, where several taverns 
are set apart solely for the vendition of this liquor, the 
masters never dealing in any other. 

The disagreement in our computation produced some 
small remonstrance to Mrs. Francis on my side ; but this 
received an immediate answer. She scorned to overcharge 
gentlemen ; her house had been always frequented by the 
very best gentry of the island ; and she had never had a 
bill found fault with in her life, though she had lived 
upwards of forty years in the house, and within that 
time the greatest gentry in Hampshire hitd been at it, 
and that lawyer Willis never went to any other, when 
he came to those parts. That for her part she did not 
get her livelihood by travellers, who were gone and 
away, and she never expected to see them more, but 
that her neighbours might come again ; wherefore, to 
be sure, they had the only right to complain. 

She was proceeding thus, and irom her volubility of 
tongue seemed hkcly to stretch the discourse to an immo- 
derate length, when I suddenly cut all short by paying 
the bUl. 

e>rning our ladies went to church, more, I fear, 
>aity than religion ; they were attended by the 
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captain in a most military attire, with bia cockade in his 
hat, antl his eword hj his side. So unuaaal an appear- 
ance in this little chapel drew the attention of all pre- 
sent, and probably disconcerted the women, who were 
in dishabille, and wished themeelvea drest, for the sake 
of the curate, who was the greatest of their beholders. 

While 1 was left alone I received a visit from Mr. 
Francis himself, who waa much more considerable as 
a farmer than as an inn-holder. Indeed, he left tbei 



latter entirely to the care of his wife, and he actedH 

wisely, I believe, in so doing, 

frsj 
le^^ 



Ab nothing more remarkable passed on this day Ej 
will close it with the account of theae two characters, 
as far as a few days' residence could inform me of the: 
li they should appear as new to the reader as the; 
did to me, he wiU not he displeased at Ending then:* 
here* ■ 

Thi3 amiable coaple seemed to border hard on their 
grand climacteric ; nor indeed were thcj shy of owning 
enough to fix their ages within a year or two of that 
time. They appeared to be rather proud of having 
employed their time well than ashamed of having lived M 
so long ; the only reason which I could ever assign " 
why some tine ladie3> and fine gentlemen too^ should 
desire to be thought younger than they really are by 
the contemporaries of their grandchildren. Some, in-' 
deed, who too hastily credit appearances, might doubt 
whether they had made so good a use of their time as 
1 would ineinuate, since there was no appearance of anyfl 
thing but poverty, want, and wretchedness, about their 
house ; nor could they produce any thing to a customer 
in exchange for his money but a few bottles of mnd, 
and spirituous liquors, and some very bad ale, to drink fM 
with rusty bacon and worse cheese to eat. But then 
it should be considered, on the other side^ that what- 



I 




A VOYAGM TO LISBON. 



265 



ever they received was almost aa entiiely clear profit as 
the blessing of a wreck itself ; such an ion being the very 
reverae of a coffee-Iiouae ; for tere you can neither sit Jor 
^^thing nor have any thing for your money, 
^kgaiD, as many marks of want abounded every where, 
so were the marks of antiquity visible. Scarce any 
thing was to be seen which had not some scar upon it, 
made by the hand of Time ; not an utensil, it was mani- 
fest, had been purchased within a dozen years last past ; 
so that whatever money bad come into the house during 
that period at least must have remained in it, unless it 
had been sent abroad for food, or other perishable com- 
modities ; but these were supplied by a small portion of 
OAuB fruits of the farm, in which the fanner allowed he 
■Bd a very good bargain. In fact, it is inconceivable 
what Bums may be collected by starving only, and how 
easy it is for a man to die rich if he will but be contented 
to live miserable. 

Nor is there in this kind of starving any thing so 
terrible as some apprehend. It neither wastes a man^s 
flesh nor robs him of his cheerfulness. The famous 
Cornaro's case well proves the contrary ; and so did 
farmer Francis, who was of a round stature, had a 
plump round face, with a kind of emile on it, and 
eeemed to borrow an air of wretchedness rather from 
his coat's age than from his own. 

The truth is, there is a certain diet which emaciates 
men more than any possible degree of abstinence ; though 
3 do not remember to have seen any caution against 
it, either in Cheney, Arbuthnot, or in any other modern 
-writer on reg:imen. Nay, the very name is not, 1 believe, 
in the learned Dr. James's Dictionary ; all which ia the 
more extraordinary as it is a very common food in this 
kingdom, and the College themselves were not long since 
rerf liberally entertained with it by the present attorney 
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and other eminent lawyers, in liacoln's-ina-hall, and' 
were all nmde horribly sick by it. 

But though it should not be found among our English 
physical writers, we may be assured of meeting with it 
among the Greeks ; for nothing considerable in nature 
escapes their notice ; though many things considerable in 
them, it is to be feared, have escaped the notice of their 
readers. The Creeks then, to all such as feed too vora- 
ciously on this diet give the name of Heautofagi, which 
our physicians will, I fiuppose» translate men thai eat 
ihem&dves. 

As nothing is so destructive to the body as this kind 
of food, so nothing ia so plentiful and cheap ; but it wa3 
perhaps the only cheap thing the farmer disliked. Pro- 
bably living mucb on fish raight produce this disgust; 
for Diodorus Siculus atfcribut^s the same aversion in a 
people of Ethiopia to the same cauao ; he calls them 
the Ssh-eatcre, and asserts, that they cannot be brought 
to eat a single meal with the Heautofagi by any persua- 
aion, threat, or violence whatever, not even though they 
should Idll their children before their faces. 

What hath puzzled our physicians^ and prevented them 
from setting this matter in the clearest light, ia possibly 
one simple mistake, arising from a very excusable ignor- 
ance ; that the pasaioos of men are capable of swallow- 
ing food as well as their appetites ; that the former, in 
feeding, resemble the state of those animals who chew 
the cud ; and therefore, sunh men, in some sense, may be 
aa'd to prey on themselves, and as it were to devour 
their own entrails. And bence ensues a meagre aspect, 
and thin habit of body, as surely as from what is called 
& consumption. 

Out farmer was one of these. He had no more pns- 
aion than an Ichthuofagiis or i^thiopian fisher. He 
wished not for any thing, thought not of any thing ; 
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indeed, he scarce did any things or said any thing. Here 
I cannot be understood strictly ; for then I must describe 
a non-entity, whereas I would rob him of nothing but 
that free agency which is the cause of all the corruption 
and of all the misery of human nature. No man, indeed, 
ever did more than the farmer, for he was an absolute 
slave to labour all the week ; but in truth, as my 
sagacious reader must have at first apprehended, when 
I said he resigned the care of the house to hia wife, I 
meant more than I then expressed, even the house and 
all that belonged to it ; for he was really a farmer, only 
under the direction of his wife. In a word, so composed, 
so serene, so placid a countenance, I never saw ; and he 
satisfied himself by answering to every question he was 
asked ; ' I don't ^ow any thing about it. Sir ; I leaves 

* all that to my wife.* 

Now as a couple of this kind would, like two vessels 
of oil, have made no composition in life, and for want of 
all savour must have palled every taste ; Nature, or For- 
tune, or both of them, took care to provide a proper 
quantity of acid in the materials that formed the wife, 
and to render her a perfect helpmate for so tranquil a 
husband. She abounded in whatsoever he was defec- 
tive ; that is to say, in almost every thing. She was 
indeed as vinegar to oil, or a brisk wind to a standing- 
pool, and preserved aU from stagnation and corruption. 

Quin the player, on taking a nice and severe survey 
of a fellow-comedian, burst forth into this exclamation. 
' If that fellow be not a rogue, God Almighty doth not 

* write a legible hand.' Whether he guessed right or no, 
IS not worth my while to e^tamine ; certain it is, that the 
latter having wrought his features into a proper harmony 
to become the characters of lago, Shylock, and others of 
the same cast, gave us a semblance of truth to the ob- 
aervatdon, that was sufficient to confirm the wit of it, 
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Indeed, we may remark, in favour of the pbysiognomistri 
though the law has made him a rogue and vagabond, 
that Nature is seldom curious ir her works within, with- 
out employiDg some little paiuB on the outside ; and this f 
more particularly in mischievous characters, in forming 
which, as Mr. Derham observes, in venomous insects^ 
as the sting or saw of a wasp, she is aometimes wonder- 
fully induHtriouB- Now, when she hath thus completely 
armed our hero to carry on a war with man, ehe never 
fails of furnishing that innocent lambkin with some 
means of knowing his enemy, and foreaeeing his de- 
signs. Thus she hath been observed to act in the casft 
of a rattle-snakCj which never meditates human prey 
without giving warning of his approach. 

This observation will, I am convinced, hold most true, 
if apphed to the most venomous individuals of human 
insecte- A tyrant, a trickster, and a bully, generally 
wear the marks of their several dispositions in their 
countenances; so do the vixen, the shrew, the scold, 
and all other females of the like kind. But, perhaps. 
Nature hath never afforded a stronger example of all 
this^ than in the case of Mrs. Praacis. She was a short, 
squat woman; her head was closely joined to her 
shoulders, where it was fixed somewhat awry ; every 
feature ol her countenance was sharp and pointed ; her 
face was furrowed with the small-pox ; and her com- 
plexion, which seemed to be able to turn milk to curds, 
not a little resembled in colour such milk as had already 
undergone that operation. She appeared, indeed, to have 
many aymptoms of a deep jaundice in her lookj but the 
strength and firmness of her voice overbalanced them 
all ; the tone of this was a sharp treble at a distance, 
for I seldom heard it on the same fl<»or ; hut was usually 
waked with it in the morning, and entertained with it 
almost continually through the whole day. 
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Though vocal be usually put in opposition to instru- 
mental music, I queation whether this might not be 
thought to partake of the nature of both ; for she 
played on two instruments, which she seemed to keep 
lor no other use from morning till night ; these were 
two maidB, or rather scolding-stocka, who, I suppose, 
bj some means or other, earned their board, and she 
gave them their lodging gTotis, or for no other service 
than to keep her lungs in constant exercise. 

She differed, aa I have aaid^ in every particular from 
her husband ; but very remarkably in this, that as it was 
impossible to displease him, so it was aa impossible to 
please her ; and as no art could remove a smile from his 
countenance, bo could no art carry it into hers. If her 
bills were remonstrated against, she was offended with 
the tacit censure of her fair-dealing ; if they were not, 
Bhe seemed to regard it as a tacit sarcasm on her folly, 
which might have set down larger prices with the same 
success. On this latter hint she did indeed improve ; 
for she daily raised some of her articles. A pennyworth 
of fire waa to-day rated at a shilling, to-morrow at 
cighteeu-pence ; and if she dressed us two dishes for 
two shillings on the Saturday, we paid half a crown 
for the cookery of one on the Sunday ; and wherever 
she was paid, she never left the room without lament- 
ing the small amount of her bill ; saying, she know not 
how it was that others got their money by gentlefolks, 
bat for her part she had not the art of it. When she 
was asked why she complained, when she was paid all 
flhe demanded ; she answered, she could not deny that, 
nor did she know she had omitted any thing : but that 
it was but a poor hill for gentlefolks to pay, 

I accounted for all this by her having heard^ that it 
is a maxim with the principal inn-hotders on the con- 
tinent, to levy considerable sums on their guests who 
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travel with many horses and eervante, though Buch 
guests should eat little or nothing in their houses; the 
method being, I believe, in such cases, to lay a capita- 
tion on the horaea, and not on their masters- But she 
did not consider, that in most of these inns a very 
great degree of hunger, without any defjree of delicacy, 
may be satisfied ; and that in all such inna there ia 
some appearance, at leaab, of proviaion, as well as of 
a man cook to dress it^ one of the hostlera being always 
furnished with a cook's cap, waistcoat, and apron, ready 
to attend gentlemen and ladies on their Bummons ; that 
the case therefore of such inns diSered from hers, where 
there was nothing to eat or to drink ; and in reality no 
house to inhabit, no chair to sit upon, nor any bed to 
lie in ; that one third or fourth part therefore of the 
levy imposed at inns was, in truth, a higher tax than 
the whole was when laid on in the other, where, in order 
to raise a flraalt sum, a man is obliged to submit to pay 
aa many various ways for the same thing as he doth to 
the govermnent for the light which enters through hia 
own window into his own house, from hie own estate ; 
such are the articles of bread and beer, firing, eating, 
and dressing dinner. 

The foregoing is a very imperfect sketch of this extra- 
ordinary couple; for every thing is here lowered instead 
o£ being heightened* Those who would see them set 
forth in more Uvely colours, apd with the proper orna- 
ments, may read the descriptious of the Furies in some 
of the classical poets, or of the St«ic philosophers in the 
works of Lucian, 

Monday^ July 20. This day nothing remarkable 
passed; Mrs, Francis levied a tax of fourteen shillings 
for the Sunday. We regaled ourselves at dinner with 
venison and good claret of our own ; and, in the after- 
noon, the women, attended by the captain, walked to see 
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a delightful scene two miles distant, with the beauties 

of which they declared themselves most highly charmed 
at their return, as well aa with the goodness of the lady 
of the mansion, who had slipped out of the way, that 
my wife and her company might refresh themselves 
with the flowers and fniita with which her garden 
abounded. 

Tuesday^ Julif 21, This day, having paid our taxes of 
yesterday, we were permitted to regale ourselves with 
more venison. Some of this we would willingly have 
exchaDged for mutton; but no such flesh was to be 
had nearer than Portsmouth, from whence it would 
have cost more to convey a joint to ua, than the freight 
of a Portugal ham from Lisbon to London amounts 
to ; for though the vrater-carriage be somewhat cheaper 
here than at Deal^ yet can you find no waterman who 
will go on board his boat, imless by two or three hours 
rowing he can get drunk for the residue of the week. 

And here I have an opportunity, which possibly may 
not offer again, of publishing some observations on that 
pohtical economy of this nation, which, as it concerns 
only the regulation of the mob, is below the notice of 
our great men ; though on the due regulation of this 
order depend many emoluments, which the great men 
themselves, or at least many who tread close on their 
heels, may enjoy, aa well as some dangers which may 
some time or other arise from introducing a pure state 
of anarchy among them. I will represent the case, as it 
appears to me, very fairly and impartially between the 
mob and their betters. 

The whole mischief which infects this part of our 
economy, arises from the vague and uncertain use of a 
word called Liberty, of which aa scarce any two men 
with whom I have ever conversed seem to have one 
and the same idea, 1 am inclined to doubt whether 
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there be any simple univereal notion represented by 
this word, or whether it conveys any cLearei or more 
determinate idea, than aome of those old Punic com- 
positions o£ syllablea^ preserved in one of the comedies 
of Plautus, but at present, as 1 conceive, not supposed 
to be understood by any one- 

By Liberty, however. I apprehend, is commonly under- 
stood the power of doing what wc please ; not absolutely, 
for then it would be inconBiatent with law, by whose 
control the liberty of the freest people^ except only 
the Hottentots and wild Indiana, must always be re- 
tttraincd. 

But, indeed, however largely we extend, or however 
moderately we confine, the sense of the word, no poli- 
tician will, I presume, contend that it is to pervade in an 
equal degree, and be, with the same extent, enjoyed by 
every member of society ; no such polity having been 
ever found, unless among those vile people just before 
commemorated. Among the Greeks and Romans, the 
servile and free conditions were opposed to each other ; 
and no man who had the misfortune to be enrolled 
under the former could lay any claim to liberty, till 
the right was conveyed to him by that master whose 
slave he was, either by the means of conquest, of 
purchase, or of birth, 

This was the state of all the free nations in the world ; 
and this, till very lately, waa understood to be the case oS 
our own, 

I will not indeed say this is the case at present, th^^ 
lowest class of our people having shaken off all th^^ 
shackles of their superiors, and become uot only ^^^ 
bee, but even freer, than most of their superiors, C^ 
believe it cannot be doubted, though, perhaps, we hav 
DO recent instance of it, that the personal attendance 
of every man, who hath three hundred pounds j 
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annum, in parliament is indispensably kis duty ; and 
that, if the citizens and burgeasea of any city or 
borough shall cUooee such a one, however reluctant 
he appear, he may be obhged to attend, and be forcibly 
brought to his duty by the serjeant at arms. 

Again, there are numbers of subordinate offices, some 
of which are of burthen, and others of expence. in the 
civil government; all of which persona, who are quali- 
fied, are liable to have imposed on them* may be obliged 
to undertake and properly execute, notwithstanding any 
bodily labour, or even danger, to which they may sub- 
ject themselves, under the penalty of fines and imprison^ 
ment ; nay, and what may appear somewhat hard, may 
be compelled to satiafy the losses which are eventually 
incident to that of sherifE in particular, nut ot tlieir own 
private fortunes ; an<i though this should prove the ruin 
of the family, yet the pubhc, to whom the price is due, 
incuis no debt or obligation to preserve its officer harm- 
leas, let his innocence appear ever so clearly, 

I purposely omit the mention of those military ut 
miUtiary duties, which our old conatitution laid upon its 
greatest members. Theac might, indeed, supply their 
posts with some other able-bodied men ; but if no Buch 
could have been found, the obligation nevertheless re- 
mained, and they were compellable to serve in their 
own proper persons. 

The only one, therefore, who is possessed oi absolute 
liberty, is the lowest member of the society, who if he 
prefers hunger, or the wild product of the fields, hedges, 
la&ds, and rivers, with the indulgence cf ease and lazi- 
ness, to a food a little more dehcate, but purchased at 
the expence of labour, may lay himself imder a shade ; 
nor can be forced to take the other alternative from 
that which he hath, I will not affirm whether wisely or 
lishly, chosen. 
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Here I may, perhaps, be reminded of the last vagrant 
act, where all sucL persona are corapellable to work for 

the usual and accustomed wages allowed in the place ; 
but this is a clause little known to the justices oi the 
peace, and least likely to be executed by those who do 
know it, as they know likewise that it is formed on 
the ancient power of the justices to fix and settle these 
wages every year, making proper allowances for the 
scarcity and plenty of the times, the cheapness and 
deamess of the place ; and that the usual and accustomed 
wages, are words without any force or meaning, when 
there are no such ; but every man spunges and raps 
whatever he can get ; and will haggle as long, and 
straggle as hard to cheat his employer of two-pence 
in a day's labour, as an honest tradesman will to cheat 
his customers of the same sum in a yard of cloth or silk. 

It is a great pity then that this power, or rather this 
practice, was not revived ; but this, ha\'ing been so long 
omitted that it is become obsolete, will be best done by a 
new law, in which this power, as well as the consequent 
power of forcing the poor to labour at a moderate and 
reasonable rate, should be well considered and their 
execution facilitated ; for gentlemen, who give their 
time and labour ijratis. and even voluntarily, to the 
public, have a right to expect that all their business be 
made as easy as possible ; and to enact laws without 
doing this is to fill our statute-books, much too full 
already, still fuller with dead letter, of no use but to 
the printer of the acts of parliament. 

That the evil which I have here pointed at is of itself 
worth redressing, is, I apprehend, no subject of dispute ; _ 
for why should any persons in distress be deprived of the I 
assistance of their fellow- subjects^ when they are willing 
amply to reward them lor their lalx)ur ? or, wliy should 
the lowest of the people be permitted to exact ten times 
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the value of their work ? For those exactions increase 
with the degrees of neceasitv in their object, insomuch 
that on the former side many are horribly imposed upon, 
and that often in no trifling matters. I was very well 
assured that at Deal no leas than ten guineas was re- 
quired, and paid by the supercargo of an Indiaman for 
carrying him on board two miles from the shore, when 
she was just ready to sail ; so that his necessity, as his 
pillager well understood, was absolute, Agaio, many 
others, whose indignation will not submit to such 
plimder, are forced to refuse the assistance, though 
they are often great suflerers by so doing. On the latter 
eide, the lowest of the people are encouraged in lazi- 
ness and idleness ; while they live by a twentieth part 
of the labour that ought to maintain them^ which ia 
diametrically opposite to the interest of the public ; for 
that requires a great deal to be done, not to be paid, 
for a little. And moreover, they are confirmed in habits 
of exaction, and are taught to consider the distresses of 
their superiors aa their own fair emolument. 

But enough of this matter, of which I at first intended 
only to convey a hint to those who are alone capable 
of applying the remedv, though they are the last to 
whom the notice of those evils would occur, without 
some such monitor as myself, who am forced to tjavel 
about the world in the form of a passenger, I cannot 
but say I heartily wish our governors would attentively 
consider this method of fixing the price of labour, and 
by that means of compelling the poor to work, since 
the due execution of such powers will, I apprehend, 
be found the true and only means of making them 
useful, and of advancing trade, from its present visibly 
declining state, to the height to which Sir William 
Petty, in his Political Arithmetic, thinks it capable of 
being carried. 
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In the afternooa the lady of the above-mentioned 
mansion called at our inn, and left her complimente 
to ua with Mrs. Francis, with an aaaurance that while 
we continued wind-bound in that place, where she 
leared we could be but indiilerently accommodated, we 
were extremely welcome to the use o£ any thing which 
her garden or her house aflorded* So polite a me&aage 
convinced us, in spite of some arguments to the con* 
trajy, that we were not on the coast of Africa, or on 
some island where the few savage inhabitants have 
little of human in them besides their form. 

And here 1 mean nothing leas than to derogate from 
the merit of this lady, who is not only extremely polite 
in her behaviour to strangers of her own rank, but so 
extremely good and charitable to all her poor neighbours 
who stand in need of her assistance, that she hath the 
universal love and praises of all who hve near her. 
But, in reality, how little doth the acquisition of so 
valuable a character, and the full indulgence of so 
worthy a disposition, cost those who possess it I Both 
aie Bccompliahed by the very oSals which fall from a 
table moderately plentiful. That they ate enjoyed 
therefore by so few, arises truly from there being so 
few who have any such disposition to gratify, or who 
aim at any such character. 

Wednesday^ July 22. This morning, after having 
been mulcted aa usual, we dispatched a servant with 
proper acknowledgments of the lady^s goodness ■ but 
confined our wants entirely to the productions of her 
garden. He soon returned, in company with the gar- 
dener, both richly laden with almost every particular 
which a garden at this most fruitful season of the year 
produces. 

While we were regaling ourselvee with these, towards 
the close of our dinner, we received orders iiom our 
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commander, who had dined that day with some inferior 
officers on board a man of war, to return instantly to 
the ship ; for that the vrind was become favourable, 
and he should weigh that evening. These orders were 
soon followed by the captain himself, who was still in 
the utmost hurry, though the occasion of it had long 
since ceased ; for the wind had, indeed, a little shifted 
that afternoon, but was before this ver)' quietly set 
down in its old quarters. 

This last was a lucky hit for rae ; for, as the captain, 
to whose orders we resolved to pay no obedience, unless 
delivered by himself, did not return till past six ; so 
mach time seemed requisite to put up the furniture of 
our bed-chamber, or dming-room, for almost every 
article, even to some of the chairs, were either our own 
or the captain's property ; bo much more in conveying 
it as well as myself, as dead a luggage as any, to the 
shore, and thence to the ship, that the night threatened 
first to overtake us- A terrible circumstance to me, in 
my decayed condition ; especially as very heavy showers 
of rain, attended with a high wind, continued to fall 
incessantly ; the being carried through which two miles 
in the dark, in a wet and open boat, seemed little less 
than certain death. 

However, as my commander was absolute, his orders 
peremptory, and my obedience necessary, I resolved to 
avail myself of a philosophy which hath been of notable 
use to me in the latter part of my life, and which is 
contained in this hemistich of Virgil, 

Sttpsranda ornnu Jbrtuna Jerendo est. 



The meaning of which, if Virgil had any, I think I 
rightly tmderatood, and rightly applied. 

As I was tlierefore to he entirely passive in my motion, 
1 resolved to abandon myself to the conduct of those 
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who were to cany me into a cart when it returned 

from unloading the goods. ■ 

But before this, the captain perceiving what had hap- 
pened in the clouds, and that the wind remained as much 
his enemy as ever, carae up stairs to me, with a reprieve 
till the morning- This was, I own, very agreeable news, 
and I little regretted the trouble of refurnishing my 
apartment, by aending back for the goods. 

Mrs. Francis was not well-pleased with this. Aa she 
understood the reprieve to be only til! the morning, 
she saw nothing but lodging to be possibly added, out 
of which she was to deduct ftre and candle, and the 
remainder, she thought, would scarce pay her for her 
trouble. She exerted therefore all the ill-humour of 
which she was mistress, and did all she could to thwart 
and perplex every thing during the whole evening- 

ThuTsiayy July 23, Early in the morning the captain^ 
who had remained on shore all night, came to visit U9, 
and to press us to make haste on board, ' I am re- 
' solved,' says he, * not to lose a moment, now the wind 
' is coming about fair i for my own part, I never was 
' surer of a wind in all my life/ I use his very words ; 
nor will I presume to interpret or comment upon them 
farther than by observing that they were spoke in the 
utmost hurry. 

We promised to be ready as soon as breakfast was 
over; but this was not so soon as was expected; for 
in removing our goods, the evening before, the tea-cheat 
was unhappily lost. 

Every place was immediately searched, and many 
where it was impossible for it to be ; for this was a loss 
of much greater consequence than it may at first seem 
to many of my readers- Ladies and valetudinarians 
do not easily dispense with the use of this sovereign 
cordial, in a single instance ; but to undertake a long 
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voyage without any probability of being supplied with 
it the whole way, was above the reach of patience. 
And yet, dreadful as this calamity was, it seemed un- 
avoidable. The whole town of Ryde could not supply 
a single leaf; for as to what Mre. Francis and the shop 
called by that name, it was not of Chinese growth. It 
did not indeed in the least resemble tea, either in smell 
or taste, or in any particidar, unless in being a leaf ; for it 
was in truth no other than a tobacco of the mundungus 
species. And aa for the hopes of relief in any other 
port, they were not to be depended upon ; for the 
captain had positively declared he was sure of a wind, 
and would let go his anchor no more till he arrived in 
the Tajo. 

When a good deal of time had been spent, moat of it 
indeed wasted on this occasion, a thought occurred, 
which every one wondered at its not having presented 
itself the first moment. This was to apply to the good 
lady, who could not fail of pitying and relieving such 
distress. A mesaeuger was immediately dispatched, with 
an account of our misfortune, till whose return we em- 
ployed ourselves in preparatives for our departure, that 
we might have nothing to do but to swallow our break- 
fast when it arrived. The tea-chest, though of no less 
consequence to us than the military-chest to a general, 
waft given up as lost, or rather aa stolen; for though I 
would not, for the world, mention any particular name, 
it is certain we had suspicions, and all, I am afraid, fell 
on the same person- 

Thft man returned from the worthy lady with much 
expedition, and brought with him a canister of tea, dis- 
patched with 80 true a generosity, as well as politeness, 
that i£ our voyage had been as long again we should 
have incurred no danger of being brought to a short 
allowance in this moat important article. At the very 




same instfint likewise arrived William the footman, with 
our ovm tea-chest. It had been, indeed, left in the hoy, 
when the other goods were re-landed, aa William, when 
he first heard it weis missingf had auapected ; and whence* 
had not the owner ot the hoy been unluckily out of the 
way, he had retrieved it soon enough to have prevented 
our giving the lady an opportunity of diflplaying some 
part of her goodness. 

To gearch the hoy was, indeed, too natural a suggestion 
to have escaped any one, nor did it escape being men- 
tioned by many of U3 ; but we were dissuaded from 
it by my wife^s maid, who perfectly well remembered ahe 
had left the chest in the bed-chamber ; for that ahe had 
never given it out of her hand in her way to or from 
the hoy ; but William perhaps knew the maid better, 
and best imderstood how far she was to be believed ; for 
otherwise he would hardly of bis own accord, after 
hearing her declaration, have hunt^ out the hoy-man, 
with much pains and difficulty. 

Thus ended this scene, which begun with such appear- 
ance of dietresa, and ended with becoming the subject 
of mirth and langhten 

Nothing now remained but to pay our taxes, which 
were indeed laid with inconceivable severity. Lodging 
was raised aix-pence, fire in the same proportion, and 
even candles, which had hitherto escaped, were charged 
with a wantonness of imposition, from the beginning, 
and placed" under the style of oversight. We were raised 
a whole pound, whereas we had only burnt ten, in five 
nights, and the pound coneiBted of twenty-four. 

Lastly, an attempt was made which almost aa far 
exceeds human credulity to believe as it did human 
patience to submit to. This was to make us pay aa 
much for existing an hour or two as for existing a 
whole day ; and dressing dinuex was introduced as an 
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article, though we left the house belore either pot or 
spit had approached the fire> Here I own my patience 
{ailed me, and I became an example of the truth of the 
observation, 'That all tyranny and oppre^Bion may be 
' carried too kr, and that a yoke may be made too 
' intolerable for the neck oi the tamest skve/ Vvhen 
I remonstrated, with some warmth, against this grievance, 
Mrs. Francis gave me a look, and left the room without 
making any answer. She returned in a minute, running 
to me with pen, ink, and paper, in her hand, and desired 
mc to make my own bill ; ' for alie hoped,* she said, ^ I 

* did not expect that her house was to be dirtied, and 

* her goods spoiled and consumed, for nothicg. The 

* whole ia but thirteen shillings. Can gentlefolks lie a 

* whole night at a public-house for lesa ? If they can, 
' I am sure it is time to give off being a landlady j but 

* pay me what you please ; I would hare people know 
' that I value money as little as other lolks. But I wbs 

* always a fool, as I says to my husband, and never 

* knows which side my bread ia buttered of. -\nd yet 

* to be sure your honour shall be my warning not to be 
' bit BO again. Some folks knows better than other some 

* how to make their bills. Candles ! why, yes, to be 

* sure ; why should not travellers pay for candles? I 

* am sure I pays for my candles, and the chandler pays 

* the king s majesty for them ; and if he did not I must, 
■ ao as it comes to the same thing in the end. To be sure 
' I am out of sixteens at present, but these burn as white 
' and ag clear, though not quite so large. I expects my 
' chandler here soon, or I would aend to Portsmouth, if 
' your honour was to stay any time longer. But when 

* folks stays only for a wind, you knows there can be 

* no dependence on such ! ' Here she put on a little 
alyneea of aspect, and seemed willing to submit to inter- 
ruption. I interrupted her, accordingly, by throwing 
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down half a guinea » and declared I had no more Englisli 
money, which was indeed true, and as ahe could not m 
immediately change the thirty-aix shilling pieces, it put m 
a final end to the diapute, Mrs, Francis 8ooa left the 
room, and we soon after left the house; nor would this 
good woman see ub, or wish us a good voyage. 

I must not, however, quit this place, where we had 
been ao ill-treated, without doing it impartial justice, and 
recording what may, with the strictest truth, be said in 
its favour, 

Firet, then, aB to ltd situation, it is, I think, most 
delightful, and in the most pleasant spot in the whole 
island. It is true it wants the advantage of that beau- 
tiful river which leads from Newport to Cowes ; but the 
prospect here extending to the sea, and taking in Ports- 
mouth, Spithead, and St, Helen's, would be more than 
a recompence for the loss of the Thames itself, even in 
the most delightful part of Berkshire or Buckingham- 
shire, though another Denham, or another Pope, should 
unite in celebrating it. For my own part, I confess M 
myself so entirely fond of a aea prospect that I think 
nothing on the land can equal it ; and if it be set ofT 
with shipping, I desire to borrow no ornament from the 
terra Jirma, A fleet of ships is, in my opinion, the 
noblest object which the art of man hath ever produced ; 
and far beyond the power of those architects who deal 
in brickj in stone, or in marble. 

When the late Sir Robert Walpole, one of the beat 
of men and of ministersj used to equip ub a yearly fleet 
at Spithead, his enemies of taste must have allowed that 
he, at least, treated the nation with a fine sight for their 
money, A much finer, indeed, than the same expense 
in an encampment could have produced. For what, 
indeed, is the best idea which the prospect of a number 
of huts can furnish to the mind, but of men forming them- 
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selves into a society before tte art of building more eub- 
Btantial houses was known ? This, perhaps, would be 
agreeable enough ; but in truth, there is a much worse 
idea ready to st^p in before it. and that is of a body of cut- 
throats, the supports of tyranny, the invaders of the just 
liberties and properties of mankind, the plunderers of the 
industTious, the ravishers of the chaste, the murderers of 
the innocent, and, in a word, the destroyers of the plenty, 
the peace, and the safety, of their fellow-creaturea. 

And what, it may be said, are theee men of war, 
which seem bo delightful an object to our eyes ? Are 
they not alike the support ot tyranny, and oppression of 
innocence, carrying with them desolation and ruin where- 
evcr their masters please to send them ? This is indeed 
too true, and however the ship of war may, in its bulk 
and equipment, exceed the honest merchantman, I heartily 
wish there was no necessity for it ; for though I must own 
the superior object on one side, I am more pleased with 
the fluperior excellence of the idea which I can raise in 
my miod on the other ; white I reflect on the art and 
industry of mankind, engaged in the daily improvements 
of commerce, to the mutual benefit of all countries, and to 
the establishment and happiness of social life. 

This pleasant village is situated on a gentle ascent from 
the water, whence it affords that charming prospect I 
have above described- Its soil is a gravel, which, assisted 
with its decUvity, preserves it always so dry, that imme- 
diately after the most violent rain a fine lady may walk 
without wetting her silken shoes- The fertility of the 
place is apparent from its extraordinary verdure, and It is 
so shaded with large and flourishing elms, that its narrow 
lanes are a natural grove or walk, which, in the regularity 
of its plantation, vies with the power of art, and in its 
wanton exuberancy greatly exceeds it. 

In a field in the ascent of this hill, about a quarter 

vou X. T 
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of a mile from the soa, stands a neat little chapel It ia 
very small, but &dequate to the number of inhabitanta ; 
for the parish doth not seem to contain above thirty 
Louses. 

At about two miles distant from this parish lives that 
polite and good lady to whose tindness we were so mucli 
obliged. It is placed on a hill, whose bottom is washed 
by the sea, and which, from its eminence at top, com- 
manda a view of great part of the island, ajs well as it 
does that of the opposite shore. This hoiwe was formerly 
built by one Boyce, who, from a blacksmith at Gosportr 
became possessed, by great success in smuggling, of forty 
thousand pounds. With part of this he purchased an 
estate here, and, by chance probably, fixed on this spot 
for building a large house. Perhaps the convenieiictt oi 
canying on his business, to which it is so well adapted, 
might dictate the situation to him. AVe can hardly, at 
least, attribute it to the same taate with which he fur- 
nished his house, or at least his library, by sending 
an order to a bookseller in London to pack him up 
Eve hundred pounds worth of his handsomest boolcB. 
They tell here aeveral almost incredible stories of 
ignorance, the folly, and the pride, which this poor 
and his wife discovered during the short continuan 
his prosperity ; for he did not long escape the sharp e 
of the revenue solicitors, and was by extents from 
Court of Exchequer soon reduced below his original 
to that of confinement in the Fleet, All his effects w 
sold, and among the rest, his books by an auction 
Portsmouth, for a very small price ; for the boo 
was now discovered to have been perfectly a mas 
his trade, and, relying on Mr. Boyce's finding little tL^ 
to read, had sent him not only the most lasting wai^^^ 
of his shop, but duplicates of the same, under differei p 
titles. 
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His estate and house were purchafled by a gentleman 
[>{ these parte, whose widow now enjoya them, and who 
hath improved thera, particularly her gardens, with 
(O elegant a taste, that the painter who would assist hiu 
imagination in the composition of a moat exquisite land- 
icape, or the poet who would describe an earthly para- 
iise, could no where fumiah themflelvea with a richer 
pattern. 

We left this place about eleven in the morning, and 
were again conveyed, with more Bunehine than wind, 
aboard our @hip. 

Whence our captain had acquired hia power of pro- 
phecy, when he promised us and him*,elf a prosperous 
wind, I will not determine ; it is sufficient to observe that 
ie was a false prophet, and that the weathercocks con- 
tinued to point aa before* 

He would not, however, so easily give up his skill in 
prediction. He persevered in asserting that the wind 
Was changed, and, having weighed his anchor, fell down 
that afternoon to St, Helen's, which was at about the dis- 
tance of five miles ; and whither hia friend the tide, in 
defiance of the wind, which was most manifestly against 
him, softly wafted liim in as many hours. 

Here, about seven in the evening, before which time we 
could not procure it, we sat down to regale ourselves with 
home roasted venison, which was much better dressed 
ittan we imagined it would be, and nn excellent cold 
pasty which my wife had made at Hyde, and which we 
kad reserved uncut to eat on board our ehip, whither we 
Ml cheerfully exulted in being returned from the presence 
U Mrs* Frflncia, who, by the exact resemblance she bore 
fc a fury, seemed to have been with no great propriety 
*«ttlGd in Paradise. 
" Friday, J\dy 24. As we passed by Spithead on the 

tding evening we saw the two regiments of soldiers 
_ 
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who were just returned from Gibraltar and Minorca ; and 
this day a lieutenant belonging to one of them, who waa 
the captain's nephew, cftoie to pay a visit to his uncle. 
He was what is called by some a very pretty fellow ; 
indeed, much too pretty a fellow at bis years ; for he was 
turned of thirty-four, though hia address and conversation 
would have become him more before he had reached 
twenty. In his conversation, it is true, there was some- 
thing military enough, as it consisted chiefly of oaths, and 
of the great actions and wise sayings of Jack, and Will, 
and Tom of our regiment, a phrase eternally in hia 
mouth ; and he seemed to conclude that it conveyed to all 
the officers such a degree of public notoriety and import- 
ance that it entitled him, like the head of a profession, or a 
first minister, to be the subject of conversation among 
those who had not the least personal acquaintance with 
him. This did not much surprise me, as I have Been 
several examples of the same; but the defects of his 
address, especially to the women, were so great, that they 
seemed absolutely inconsistent with the behaviour of a 
pretty fellow, much less of one in a red coat ; and yet, 
besides having been eleven years in the army, he had 
had, as his uncle informed me, au education in France* 
This, I own, would have appeared to have been abso- 
lutely thrown away, bad not his animal spirite^ which 
were likewise thrown away upon him in great abundance, 
borne the visible stamp of the growth of that country. 
The character to which he had an indisputable title was 
that of a merry fellow ; so very merry waa he that he 
laughed at every thing he said, and always before be 
spoke. Possibly, indeed, he olten laughed at what he did 
not utter, for every speech beijLm with a laugh, though it 
did not always end with a jest. There was no great 
analogy between the characters oi the uncle and the 
nephew, and yet they seemed entirely to agree in enjoying 
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the honour which the red coat did to his fatnilj. This 
the uncle espreased with great pleasure in his counte- 
nance, and seemed desirous of shewing &U present the 
honour which he had for his nephew, who, on his side, 
was at some pains to convince us of hia concurring in this 
opinion, and, at the aame time, of displaying the contempt 
he had for the parts, as well as the occupation, of his 
uncle, which he seemed to think reflected aome disgrace 
on himself, who was a member of that profesaion which 
makes every man a gentlemaQ. Not that I would be 
understood to insinuate, that the nephew endeavoured to 
shake oS or disown his uncle, or indeed, to keep him at 
any distance. On the contrary, he treated him with the 
utmost familiarity J often calling him Dick, and dear 
Dick, and old Dick, and frequently beginning an oration 
with d— n me^ Dick, 

All this condescension on the part of the young man 
■was received with auitabie marks of complaisance and 
cibligatfon by the old one ; especially, when it was 
attended with e\ndence3 of the same familiarity with 
general officers, and other persona oE rank ; one of 
■whom, in particular, I know to have the pride and 
insolence of the Devil himself, and who, without some 
strong biaB of interest, is no more liable to converse 
familiarly with a lieutenant, than ot being mistaken in 
hifl judgment of a foot; which was not, perhaps, so 
certainly the case of the worthy lieutenant, who, in 
declaring to us the qualifications which recommended 
men to his countenance and conversation, as well as 
what effectually set a bar to all hopes of that honour, 
exclaimed, * No, Sir, by the D^, I hate all fools^ 
' No, d— n me, excuse me for that. That's a little too 

* much, old Dick- There are two or three officers of 
' our regiment, whom I know to he fools ; but d — a 

* me, if I am ever seen in their company. If a man 




278 



A VOYAGE TO LTBBOTT. 



'hath a fool of a reUtion, Dick, you know he can't 
* help that, old boy/ 

Such jokes fl8 these the old man not only took la 
good part, but glibly gulped down the whole Dorrative 
of his nephew ; nor did he, I am convinced, in the 
least doubt of our as readily swallowing the aame. 
This made him bo charmwl with the lieutenant, that it 
is probable we ahould have been pestered with him the 
whole evening, had not the north wind« dearer to our 
eea-captain even than this glory of his family, sprung 
suddenly up, and called aloud to him to weigh liia 
anchor* 

While this ceremony was performing, the sea-captain 
ordered out hia boat to row the land captain to shore ; 
not indeed on an uninhabited island, but one which, in 
this part, looked but little better, not presenting us the 
view of a single house. Indeed, our old Eriend, when 
his boat returned on shore, perhaps being no longer 
able to 3ti9e his envy of the superiority of his nephew, 
told us, with a smile, that the young man had a good 
five mile to walk, before he could be accommodated with 
a passage to Portsmouth. 

It appeared now, that the captain had been only 
mistaken in the date of hia prediction, by placing the 
evept a day earlier than it happened ; for the wind 
which now arose, was not only favourable, but brisk, 
and was no sooner in reach of our sails than it swept 
ufl away by the back of the Isle of Wight, and having 
in the night carried us by Chriat-church and Peveral- 
point, brought us the next noon, Saiunhy, July 29, 
off the island of Portland, so famous for the smallneas 
and sweetness of its mutton, of which a leg seldom 
weighs four pounds. We would have bought a flheep* 
but our captain would not permit it; though he needed 
not have been in such a hurryj for presently the wiad. 
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I wiil not positively assert in resentment of his surliness, 
shewed him a dog's t^ick, and slily slipped back again to 
hia 3ummer-hoiise in the south-weat. 

The cflptftin now grew outrageous, and declaring open 
war with the wind, took a resolution, rather more hold 
than wiae, of sailing in defiance of it, and in its teetL 
He awote he would let go hia anchor no more, but would 
beat the sea while he had either yard or sail left. He 
accordingly stood from the shore, and made so large a 
tack, that before night, though he seemed to advance but 
little on his way, he wag got out of sight of landn 

Towards the evening, the wind began, in the captain's 
own language, and, indeed, it freshened ao much» thftt 
before ten it blew a perfect hurricane. 

The captain having got, as he supposed, to a safe 
distance, tacked again towards the English shore ; and 
now the wind veered a point only in hia favour, and 
continued to blow with such violence* that the ship 
ran above eight knots or miles an hour, during this 
whole day and tempestuous night, till bed-time. I was 
obliged to betake myself once more to my solitude ; 
for my women were again all down in their sea-sick- 
ness, and the captain was busy on deck ; for he began 
to grow uneasy, chiefly, I believe, because he did not 
well know where he was, and would, I am convinced, 
have been very glad to have been in Portland road, 
eating some sheep's-head broth. 

Having contracted no great degree of good humour 
by living a whole day alone, without a single soul to 
converse with, I took but ill physic to purge it off by 
a bed conversation with the captain ; who, amongst many 
bitter lamentations of his fate, and protesting he had 
more patience than a Job, frequently intermixed sum- 
mons to the commanding officer on the deck, who now 
happened to be one Morrison, a carpenter, the only 
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lellow that had either common sense or common civility 
in the ship. Of Morriaon he inquired every quarter ol 
an hour concerning the state of aSairs ; the wind, the 
care of the ship, aod other matters of navigation. The 
frequency of these aummons, as well as the solicitude 
with which they were made, sufl&ciently testified the 
state of the captain's mind ; he endeavoured to conceal 
it, and would have given no small alarm to a man, who 
liad either not learned what it ia to die, or known 
what it IB to be miserable. And my dear wife and 
child must pardon me, if what I did not conceive to 
be any great evil to myaelf* I was not much territied 
with the thoughts of happening to them; in truth, 1 
have often thought they are both too good, and too 
gentle, to be trusted to the power of any man I know, 
to whom they could possibly be so trusted. 

Can I say then I had no fear S indeed^ I cannot, reader, 
I WAS afraid for thee, lest thou shouldst have been de- 
prived of that pleasure thou art now enjoying ; and that 
I should not live to draw out on paper that military 
character which thou didst peruse in the journal of 
yesterday. 

From all these fears we were relieved, at sis in the 
morning, by the arrival of Mr. Morrison, who acquainted 
UB that he was sure he beheld land very near ; for he 
could not see half a milct by reason of the hazine^^a 
of the weather. This land, he said, was, he believed, 
the Berry-head, which forms one side of Torbay ; the 
captain declared that it was impossible, and swore, on 
condition he was right, he would give him his mother 
for a maid, A forfeit which became afterwards strictly 
due, and payable ; for the captain whipping on his night- 
gown, ran up without his breeches, and within half an 
hour returning into the cabin, wished me joy of our 
lying safe at anchor in the bay. 
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Sunday^ July 26, TlLmga now began to put on an 
aspect very difEerent from what they had lately worn ; 
the newa that the ship had almost lost its mizen» and 
that we had procured very fine clouted cream and fresh 
bread and butter from the shore, restored health and 
spirits to our women, and we all sat down to a very 
cheerful breakfast- 

But however pleasant our stay promiaed to be here, we 
were all desirous it ahould be abort: I resolved imme- 
diately to dispateh my man into the country, to purchase 
a present of cyder for my friends of that which is called 
Southam, as well as to take with me a hogshead of it to 
Lisbon ; for it is, in ray opinion, much more delicious than 
that which is the growth of HereEordshire. I purchased 
three hogsheads for five pounds ten shillings, all which 
I should have scarce thought worth meationing, had I 
not believed it might be of equal service to the honest 
farmer who sold it me, and who is by the neighbouring 
gentlemen reputed to deal in the very besb ; and to the 
reader, who from ignorance of the means of providing 
better for himself, swallows at a dearer rate the juice of 
Middlesex turnip, instead of that Vinum Pomonee, which 
Mr. Giles Leverance of Cheeshurat, near Dartmouth in 
Devon, will, at the price of forty shillinga per hogshead, 
send in double casks to any part of the world. Had the 
wind been very sudden in shifting, I had lost my cyder, 
by an attempt of a boatman to exact, according to cus- 
tom. He required five shillings for conveying my man a 
mile and a half to the shore, and four more if he staid to 
bring him back again. This 1 thought to be such insuf- 
ferable impudence, that I ordered him to be immediately 
chased from the ahip, without any answer. Indeed, there 
are few inconveniences that I would not rather encounter 
than encourage the msolent demands of these wretches, 
at the espence of my own indignation, of which I own 
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they arc not the only object*, but rather those who pur- 
chase a paltry convenience by encouraging ttem. But 
of this I have already spoken veiy largely. I shall con- 
clude, therefore, with the leave which this fellow took of 
oui ship ; saying, be ohould know it again, and would 
not pnt off from the shore to relieve it in any distress 
whfttever. 

It will^ doubtless, surprise many of my readers to 
hear, that when we lay at anchor within a mile or two 
of a town, several days together, and even in the most 
temperate weather, we should frequently want fresh 
provisions and herbage, and other emolumeDts of the 
shore, as much as if we had been a hundred leagues from 
land. And this too, while numbers of boats were in our 
flight, whose owners get their livehhood by rowmg people 
up and down, and could hm at any time summoned by a 
signal to our assistance, and while the captain had a little 
boat of his own, with men always ready to row it at his 
command. 

This, however, hath been partly accounted for already^ 
by the imposing disposition of the people ; who asked so 
much more than the proper price of their labour* And 
as to the usefulness oi the captain's boat^ it reqiiirea to be 
a tittle e^atiated upon, as it will tend to lay open some 
of the grievances which demand the utmoat regard of our 
legislature, as they affect the most valuable part of the 
king's subjects, those by whom the commerce of the 
nation is carried into esecutioUr 

Our captain then, who was a very gooa and expe- 
rienced seaman, having been above thirty years the 
master of a vessel, part of which he had served, ao he 
phrased it, as commander of a privateer ; and had dis- 
charged himself with great courage and conduct, and 
with as great success, discovered the utmoat aversion to 
the sending hla boat ashore, whenever we lay wind^ 
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bound in any of our harbouis. This aversion did cot 
arise from any fear of wearing out his boat by using it, 
but was, in truth, the result of experience, that it waa 
easier to send hia men on shore than to recal them. They 
acknowledged him to be their master while they remained 
on ahip-board, but did not allow his power to extend to 
the shores, where thoy had no sooner act their foot, than 
every man became sui jurist and thought himself at 
full liberty to return when he pleased. Now it is not 
any delight that these fellows have in the fresh air, or 
verdant fields on the land. Every one of them would 
prefer his ship and his hammock to all the sweets of 
Arabia the Happy ; but unluckily for them, there are in 
every sea-port in England certain houses, whose chief 
livelihood depends on providing entertainment for the 
gentlemen of the jacket. For this purpose, they are 
always well furnished with those cordial liquors, which 
do immediately inspire the heart with gladness, banishing 
all careful thoughts, and, indeed, all others from the 
mind, and opening the mouth with songs of cheerfuincES 
and thanksgiving, for the many wonderful blessings with 
which a sea-faring life overflows. 

For my own part, however whimsical it may appear, 
I confess I have thought the strange story of Circe in the 
Odyesey, no other than an ingenious allegoiy ; in which 
Homer intended to convey t« hia countrymen the same 
kind of instruction which we intend to communicate to 
our own in this digression. As teaching the art of war 
to the Greeks waa the plain design of the Iliad ; so was 
teaching them the art of navigation the no less manifest.^ 
intention of the Odyssey, For the improvement of this, 
their situation was most excellently adapted ; and accord- 
ingly we find Thucydides, in the beginning of hia history, 
considers the Greeks as a set of pirates or privateers, 
plundering each other by sea. This being probably the 
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first inBtitubion of commerce before the Ars Cauponaria 
was invented, and merchants, instead of robbini^, be<^aii 
to cheat and outwit each other, and by degrees changed 
the Metaleptic. the only kind of traffic allowed by Aris- 
totle in his Politics, into the Chrematistic. 

By this allegory then I suppose Ulysses to have been 
the captain of a merchant ship, and Ciice some good ale- 
wife, who made his crew drunk with the spirituous liquors 
of those days. With this the transformation into swine, 
as well as all other incidents of the fable, will notebly 
agree; and thua a key will be found out for unlocking 
the whole mystery, and forging, at least, some meaning 
to a story, which, at present, appears very strange and 
abaurd. 

Hence, moreover, will appear the very near resem- 
blance between the sea- faring men of all ages and 
nations ; and here perhaps may be established the truth 
and justice of that observation, which will occur oftener 
than once in this voyage, that all human flesh is not the 
same flesh, but that there is one kind of flesh of landm 
and another of eeamen. 

Phiiosophcre. divines, and others, who have treated the 
gratification of buman appetites with contempt, have» 
among other instances, insisted very strongly on that 
satiety which is so apt to overtake them, even in the very 
act of enjoyment. And here they more particularly de- 
serve our attention, as moat of them may be supposed to 
speak from their own experience ; and very probably gave- 
UB their lessons with a full stomach. Thus hunger and 
thirst, whatever delight they may afiord while we are 
eating and drinking, pass both away from us with the - 
plate and the cup; and though we should imitate thel 
Roman, if, indeed, they were such didl beasts, which I 
can scarce believe, to unload the belly like a dung-pot, ia 
order to fill it again with another load, yet would the 
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pleasure be so considerably lessened, that ifc would scarce 
repay ua the trouble of purchasing it with swallowing a 
basin of camomile tea. A second haunch of venison* or a. 
second dose of turtle, would hardly allure a city glutton 
with its amell. Even the celebrated Jew himself, when 
well filled with calipash and calipee, goes contentedly 
home to t«ll his money» and expects no more pleasure 
from his throat during the next twenty-four hours. Hence 
I suppose Dr. South took that excellent comparison of the 
joys of a speculative man to the solemn silence of an 
Archimedes over a problem, and those of a glutton to the 
stiUcess of a sow at her wash. A simile, which, if it 
became the pulpit at all, could only become it in the 
afternoon. 

Whereas, in those potations which the mind seems to 
enjoy, rather thau the. bodily appetite, there is happily 
no such satiety ; but the more a man drinks, the more 
lie desires; as if, like Mark Anthony in Dryden, his 
.appetite increased with feeding, and this to such an 
immoderate degree, ul nvilus sU desid-erio aui pudor avt 
^nodn^. Hence, as with the gang of Captain Ulysses, 
■ensues so total a transformation, that the man no more 
continues what he wae- Perhaps, he ceases for a time 
*lo be at all ; or^ though he may retain the same outward 
dorm and figure he had before, yet is his nobler part, 
jis we are taught to call it, so changed, that, instead of 
"being the same man, he scarce remembers what he was 
a few hours before. And this transformation, being once 
obtained, is so easily preserved by the same potations, 
which induced uo satiety, that the captain in vain sends 
or goes in quest of his crew. They know him no longer ; 
or, if they do, they acknowledge not hia power, 
having indeed as entirely forgotten themselves as if they 
had taken a large draught of the river of Lethe, 

Nor is the captain always sure of even finding out 



LISBON. 



id 



I 



the place to which Circe hath conveyod them- T 
are many of those houses in every port-town. Nay, 
there are some where the aotcercas doth not trust only 
to her drugs ; but hath instruments of a different kiiid 
to execute her purposes, by whose means the tar 
effectually secreted from the knowledge and pursuit o: 
his captain. This would, indeed, be very fatal, was it 
not for one circumstance ; tliat the sailor is seldom pro- 
vided with the proper bait for these harpies. However, ■ 
the contrary sometimes happens, as these harpies mil 
bite at almost anything, and will snap at a pair of 
silver buttona, or buckles, as surely as at the specie 
itaelf. Nay, sonietimes they are so voracious, that the 
very naked hook will go down^ and the jolly young 
sailor is sacri^ced for his own sake. 

In vain, at such a sooflon as this, would the vows of. 
a pious heathen have prevailed over Neptune, jEolus, 
or any other marine deity. In vain would the prnyers 
of a Chrietian captain be attended with the like success^ 
The wind may change how it pleases^ while all hands 
are on shore ; the anchor would remain firm in the M 
ground, and the ship would continue in durance, unless, 
like other forcible prison-breafceiB, it forcibly got loose j 
for no good purpose. f 

Now, as the favour of winds and courts, and such 
like, ia always to be laid hold on at the very first 
motion, for within twenty-four hours all may be changed 
again ; so, in the former case, the loss of a day may be 
the loss of a voyage : for, though it may appear to 
persons not well skilled in navigation, who see ships 
meet and sail by each other, that the wind blows some'- - 
times east and west, north and south, backwards and I 
forwards, at the same instant ; yet, certain it is, that the 
land is so contrived, that even the same wind will not, 
like the same horse, always bring a man to the end of 
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liis journey ; but, that the gale which the mariner prayed 
teartily for yesterdajj he may as heartily deprecate to- 
morrow ; while all use and benefit, which would have 
ariseti to him from the westerly wind of to-morrow, may 
be totally lost and thrown away, by neglecting the oSer 
of the easterly blast which blows to-day. 

Hence ensues grief and disreputation to the innocent 
captain, loss and disappointment to the worthy merchant, 
and not seldom great prejudice to the trade of a nation, 
whoso manufactures are thus liable to lie unsold in a 
foreign warehouse, the market being forestalled by some 
rival whose sailors are under a better discipline. To 
guard against these inconveniences the prudent captain 
takes every precaution in his power ; he makes the 
strongest contracts with his crew, and thereby binds 
them so firmly, that none but the greatest or least of 
men can break through them with impunity ; but for 
one of these two reasons, which I will not determine, 
the sailor, like his brother fish the eel, ia too elippcry to 
be held, and plunges into his element with perfect im- 
punity. 

To epeak a plain truth, there ia no trusting to any 
contract with one whom the wise citizens of London 
caU a bad man ; for, with such a one, though your bond 
be ever eo strong, it will prove in the end good for 
nothing. 

What then is to be done in this case ? What, indeed ! 
but to call in the assistance of that tremendous magis- 
trate, the justice of peace, who can, and often doth, lay 
good and bad men in equal durance ; and though he 
seldom carea to stretch hi^ bonds to what Js greatj 
never finds any thing too minute for their detention, 
but will bold the emalleat reptile alive so fast in hia 
noose, that he can never get out till he ia let drop 
through it. 
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Why, tTiereiore, upon the breach o( tboee coniracU, 
Bhould not an immediate application be m&de to the 
nearest magistrate oi this order, who should be em- 
powered to convey the delinquent either to ship or to 
prison, at the election of the captain, to be fettered by 
the leg in either place ? 

But^ as the case now stands, the condition o( thia poor 
captain, without any commission, and of this absolute 
commander without any power, is miich worse than we 
have hitherto shewn it tcj be ; for, no! withstanding all 
the aforesaid contracts to sail in the good ship the Eliza- 
beth, it the sailor should, for better wages, find it more 
his interest to go on board the better ship the Mary, 
either before their setting out, or on their speedy meeting 
in some port, he may prefer the latter without any other 
danger than that of ' doing what he ought not to have 
' done,' contrary to a rule which be is seldom Christian 
enough to have much at heart, while the captain is 
generally too good a Christian to punish a man out of 
revenge only, when he is to be at a considerable expenee I 
for so doing. There are many otber deficiencies in our 
laws relating to maritime affairs, and which would pro- 
bably have been long since corrected, had we any sea- 
men in the House of Commons. Not that I would 
insinuate that the legislature wants a supply of many 
gentlemen in the sea-service ; but, as these gentlemen 
are, by their attendance in the House, unfortunately 
prevented from ever going to sea^ and there learning ■ 
what they might communicate to their landed brethren, 
these latter remain as ignorant in that branch of know- 
ledge as they would be if none but courtiers and fox- 
hunters had been elected into parliament, without & 
single fish among them. The following seems to me 
to be an effect of this kind, and it strikes rae the stronger 
as I remember the case to have happened, and remember 
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it to haTC been diepLmisIiable. A captain of a trading 
vessel, ol which he was part owner, took in a large 
feeight of oats at Liverpool, consigned to the market 
at Bear-key ; this he carried to a port in Hampshire, 
and there sold it as his own, and, freigliting his vessel 
■with wheat for the port of Cadiz, in Spain, dropped it 
at Oporto in his way ; and there, aelUng it for his own 
use, took in a lading of wine, with which he sailed again, 
and, having converted it in the same manner, together 
with a large sum of money with which he was intrusted, 
for the benefit of certain merchant, sold the ship and 
cargo in another port, and then wisely sat down con- 
tented with the fortune he had made, and returned to 
London to enjoy the remainder oi his days, with the 
fruits of hia former labours, and a good conscience. 

The sum he brought home with him consisted of near 
sis thousand pounds, all in specie, and moat ol it in that 
coin which Portugal diBtributee so liberally over Europe. 

He was not yet old enough to be post all sense of plea- 
snre, nor so puffed up with the pride of his good fortune 
as to overlook his old acquaintances the journeymen 
tailors, from among whom he had been formerly pressed 
into the sea-service, and having there laid the founda- 
tion of hia future success, by his shares in prizes, had 
afterwards become captain of a trading vessel, in which 
he purchased an interest, and had stion begun to trade in 
the honourable manner above mentioned. 

The captain now took up his residence at an ale-house 
in Dniry-lane, where» having all his money by him in a 
trunk, he spent about five pounds a day among his old 
frieads the gentlemen and ladies of those parts. 

The merchant of Liverpool having luckily had notice 
£rom ft friend, during the blaze of hia fortune, did, by 
the assistance of a justice of the peace, without the 

£oE the law, recover his whole loss. The 
u 
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captain, however, wisely chose to refund uo more ; but, 
perceiving with what hasty strides Envy was purening 
hia fortune, he took spoedy means to retire out of her 
reach, and to enjoy the rest of hts wealth in an in- 
glorious obacurity ; nor could the same justice overtake 
him time enough to assist a second merchant, aa he had 
done the first. 

This was a very estraordinary case, and the more bo 
aa the ingenious gentleman had steered entirely clear of 
all crimes in our law. 

Now, how it conies about that a robbery, so very easy 
to be conunitted, and to which there i& such immediate 
temptation always before the eyes of these fellows, should 
receive the encouragement of impunity, is to be accounted 
for only from the oversight of the legislature, as tbat 
oversight can only be, I think, derived from the reasons 
I have assigned for it. 

But I will dwell no longer on this subject. If what I 
have here said should seem of sutEcient consequence to 
eugage the attention of any man in power, and should 
thus be the means of applying any remedy to the moat 
inveterate evils ; at least, I have obtained my whole 
desire, and shall have lain so long wind-bound in the 
ports of this kingdom to some purpose. I would indeed 
have this work, which, if I should live to fi.msh it, a 
matter of no great certainty, if indeed of any great 
hope to mo, will be probably the last I shall ever under- 
take, to produce some better end than the mere diversion 
of the reader, 

Monday This day our captain went ashore, to dine 
with a gentleman who lives in these parts, and who go 
exactly resembles the character given by Homer of Asy- 
lus, that the only di3erence I can trace between them is, ■ 
the one living by the highway, erected his hospitality 



chiefly in favour of land travellers ; and the other, living 
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by tho water-side, gratified bia humanity by accommo- 
dating the wants of the manner. 

In the evening our commander received a vifiit from a 
brother bashaw, who lay wmd-bonnd in the same har- 
bour. This latter captain was a Swiss. He was then 
tn&ater of a vessel bound to Guinea, and had iormerly 
been a privateering, when oar own hero waa employed 
in the same laudable servic-e. The honesty and freedom 
of the Switzer, his vivacity^ in which be was in no 
respect inferior to his near neighbours the French, the 
awkward and affected politeness, which was likewise of 
French extraction, mixed with the brutal roughnefls of 
the English tar (for he had served under the colours 
of this nation, and his crew had been of the same) made 
Buch an odd variety, such a hotch potch of character, 
that I should have been much diverted with him, had not 
his voice, which was as loud as a speaking trumpet, un- 
fortunately made my head ache> The noise which he 
conveyed into the deaf ears of his brother captain, who 
eat on one side of him, the soft addresses with which, 
mixed with awki^'ard bows, he saluted the ladies on the 
other, were so agreeably contrasted, that a man muat not 
only have been void of all taste of humour, and insen- 
sible of mirth, hut duller than Gibber is represented in 
the Dunciad, who could be unentertained with him a 
little while ; for, I confess, such entertainments should 
always be very short, as they are very liable to pall 
But he suffered not this to happen at present ; for, having 
given us his company a quarter of an hour only, he 
retired, after many apologiea for the shortness of his 
visit. 

Tuesday. The wind being less boisterous than it had 
hitherto been since our arrival here, several fishing-boatB, 
which the tempestuous weather yesterday had prevented 
&om working, came on board us with fish. This was so 
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fresh, BO good in kind, and so very cheap, tliat we sup- 
plied oux&elvea in great numbers, among which were 
very large soals at four-pence a pair, and vrhitinjjs, of 
almost a preposterous size, at niue-pence a scoie. 

The only fish which bore any price was a John Dor^e ; 
B8 it is called. I bought one of at least four pounds 
weight for as many shillings. It resembles a turbot in 
shape, but exceeds it in firmness and flavour. The price 
had the appearance of being considerable, when opposed 
to the extraordinary cheapness of others of value ; but 
was, in truth, so very reasonable, when estimated by its 
goodness, that it left me under no other surprise than how 
the gentlemen of this country, nob greatly eminent for 
the delicacy of their taste, had discovered the preference 
of the doree to all other fish : but 1 was informed that 
Mr. Quid, whose distinguishing tooth hath been so justly 
celebrated, had lately visited Plymouth, and had done 
those honours to the doree which are bo justly due 
to it from that sect of modem philosophers who, with 
Sir Epicure Mammon, or Sir Epicure Quin, their head, 
6ccm more to delight in a fish-pond than in a garden, as 
the old Epicureans are said to have done. 

Unfortunately for the fishmongers of London the doree 
resides only in those seas ; for could any of this company 
but convey one to the temple of luxury under the Piazza, 
where Macklin the Mgh-priest daily serves up hia rich 
offerings to that goddess, great would be the reward of 
that fishmonger, in blessings poured down upon him from 
the goddess, as great would his merit be towards the 
high-priest^ who could nevej be thought to over-rate such 
valuable incense. 

And here, having mentioned the extreme cheapness of 
fish in the Devonshire seas, and given some little hint of 
the extreme dcarneas with which this commodity is dis- 
pensed by those who deal in it in London, 1 cannot pass 
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on without throwing forth an obaervntion or two, with 
the same view with which I have scattered my several 
remarks through this voyage, sufficiently satislied in 
having finished my life, aa I have, probably, lost it, in 
the service of my country, from the beat o£ motives, 
though it should be attended with the worst of auc- 
cess> Means are always in our power ; ends are very 
seldom flo. 

Ot all the animal foods with which man is Eurnished, 
there are none so plenty as fish. A little rivulet, that 
glide? almost unperceived through a vast tract of rich 
land, will support more hundreds with the fiesh of its 
inhabitants than the meadow wilt nourish individualB. 
But if this be true of rivers, it is much truer of the 
sea-shores, which abound with eueh immense variety 
of Esb that the curious ^sherman, after he hath made 
hifl draught, often culls only the daintiest part, and 
leaves the rest of his prey to perish on the shore. 

If this be true it would appear, I think, that there 
is nothing which might be had in such abundance, and 
consequently so cheap, as fish, of which Nature seems 
to have provided such inexhaustible stores with some 
peculiar design. In the production of terrestrial animals 
she proceeds with such slowness, that in the larger kind 
a single female seldom produces raoie than one a year, 
and this again requires three, four, or five years more to 
bring it to perfection. And though the lesser quad- 
rupeds, those of thfc wild kind particularly, with the 
birds, do multiply much faster, yet can none of these 
bear any proportion with the aquatic animals, of whom 
every female matrix is furnished with an annua! oBspring 
almost exceeding the power of numbers, and which, in 
many instances at least, a single year is capable of bring- 
ing to some degree of maturity. 

What then ought in general to be so plentiful, what so 
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cheap, as fish ? What then ao properly the food of the 
poor ? So in maDy places they are, and so might they 
always be in great cities, which are always eituated near 
the sea, or on the coniiux of large rivers. How comes it 
then, to look no larther abroad for inatances, that in our 
city of Loodon, the caae JB so far otherwise that, except 
that of sprats, there is not one poor palate in a hiindied 
that knows the taste of fiah ? 

It is true, indeed, that this taate is generally of such 
excellent flavour that it exceeds the power of French 
cookery to treat the palates of the rich with any i.hmg 
more exquisitely delicate ; so that was ^h the commoa 
food of the poor it might put tbezn too much upon an ■ 
equality with their betters, in the great article of eating. 
in which, at present, in the opinion of some, the great 
difference in happiness between man and man consists. 
But this argument I shall treat with the utmost diedain ; 
for if ortolans were as big as bustards, and at the same 
time as plenty as sparrows, 1 should hold it yet reason- 
able to indulge the poor with the dainty, and that for 
this cause especially, that the rich would soon find a 
sparrow, if as scarce as an ortolan^ to be much the 
greater^ as it would certainly be the rarer, dainty of the 
two. 

Vanity or scarcity will be always the favourite of 
luxury ; but honest hunger will be satisfied with 
plenty. Not to search deeper into the cause of the 
evil, I should think it abundantly sufficient to propose 
the remedies of it. And, first, I humbly submit the 
absolute necessity of immediately hanging all the fish- 
mongers within the bills of mortality ; and however it 
might have been some time ugo the opinion of mild and 
temporising men that the evil complained of might be 
removed by gentler methods, 1 suppose at this day there 
are none who do not see the impossibility of using such 
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with any effect. Cum^la prius tentanda might have been 
formerly urged with some plausibility, but cuncia prius 
t&ntata niay aow be replied ■ for surely, ii a few moaopo- 
lizing fishmongera could defeat that excellent scheme o£ 
the Westminster market, to the erecting which ao many 
juBticea of peace, as well aa other wise and learned men, 
did so vehemently apply themselvee, that they might be 
truly said not only to have laid the whole strength of 
their heads, but of their shoulders too, to the buninesfl, it 
would be a vain endeavour for any other body of men to' 
attempt to remove so stubborn a nuisance. 

Ii it should be doubted whether we can bring this case 
within the letter of any capital law now subsisting, I am 
ashamed to own it cannot ; for surely no crime better 
deserves such puni&hment ; but the remedy may, never- 
theless, be immediate, and if a law was made at the 
beginning of nest sesaion, to take place immediately, by 
which the starving thousands of poor was declared to 
be felony, without benefit of clergy, the fishmongers 
would be hanged before the end of the aesaiou- 

A second method of filling the mouths of the poor, if 
not with loaves, at least with fishes, is to desire the 
magistrates to carry into execution one» at least, out 
of near a hundred acts of parliament, for preserving the 
small fry of the river ot Thames, by which means aa few 
fish would eatisfy thousands as may now be devoured by 
a small number of individuals* But while a fisherman 
can break through the strongest meshes of an act of 
parliament, we may be assured he will learn bo to 
contrive his own meshes, that the amalleat fry will not 
be able to swim through them. 

Other methods may, we doubt not, be suggested by 
those who shall attentively consider the evil here 
hinted at; but we have dwelt too long on it alreadyj 
and ahall conclude with observing, that it is difficult 
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to affirm, whether the atrocity ol the evil itself, d» ■ 
facility of curing it, or the shamefxil neglect of tic I 
cine, be the more acandalouB or more astinniahing, 1 

After having, however, gloriously regaled myaelf wUb 1 
this food, I was washing it down with 3om^ good cUrel 
with my wife and her friend, in the cabin, when tb ' 
captain's valet-de-chambre, head cook, house and ^p 
steward, footman in liveiy and out on't, secretary and 
fore-mast man, all burst into the cabin at once, beinj, 
indeed^ all but one person, and, without saying by your 
leave, began to pack half a hogshead of small-beer in 
bottles, the necessary conaequence of which must have 
been either a tfltal stop to conversation, at that cheerful 
season when it is most ugreeable, or the admitting that 
polyonymouB officer aforesaid to the participation of it. 
I desired him, therefore, to delay his purpose a littl* 
longer, but he refused to grant my request ; nor was he 
prevailed on to quit the room till he was threatened with 
having one bottle to pack more than his number^ which 
then happened to stand empty within my reach- 

Wifch these menaces he retired at last, but not without 
muttering some menaces on his side, and which, to our 
grea,t terror, he failed not to put into immediate execution. 

Our captain was gone to dinner this day with his Swisa 
brother ; and, though he was a very aober man, was a 
little elevated with some champaign, which, ae it cost 
the Swiss little or nothing, he dispensed at his table 
more liberally than our hospitable English noblemen 
put about those bottles, which the ingenious Peter 
Taylor teaches a led captain bo avoid by distinguishing 
by the name of that generous liquor, which all humble 
companions are taught to postpone to the flavour of 
metbuen, or honest port. 

While our two captains were thus regaling them- 
selves, and celebrating their own heroic exploits with all 
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the inspiration whicL the liquor, at least, of wit could 
afford them, the polyonymous officer arrived, and being 
saluted by the name oi honeet Tom, was ordered to sit 
down and take his glaes before -he-delJvcred his message ; 
for every sailor ia by turns his captain's mate over a 
cann, except ocly that captain bashaw who presides in 
a man-ot-war, and who, upon earth, has no other mate 
unless it be another of the same bashaws. 

Tom had no sooner swallowed his draught than he 
hastily began his narrative, and faithfully related what 
had happened on board our abip ; we say faithfully, 
though from what happened it may be suspected that 
Tom chose to add, perhaps, only five or six immaterial 
circumstances, aa is always, I believe, the caap, and may 
possibly have been done by me in relating thia very 
story, though it happened not many hours ago. 

No sooner was the captain informed of the interrup- 
tion which had been given to his officer, and, indeed, to 
his orders, for he thought no time so convenient as that 
of hia absence for causing any confusion in the cabin, 
than he leaped with such haste from hia chair that he 
had like to have broke hia eword, with which he always 
begirt himself when he walked out of his ship, and some- 
times when he walked about in it, at the same time grasp- 
ing eagerly that other implement called a cockade, which 
modern soldiers wear on their helmets with the same view 
as the ancients did their crests, to terrify the enemy ; he 
muttered something, but so inarticulately that the word 
damn was only intelligible ; he then hastily took leave of 
the Swiss captain, who was too well-bred to press his 
stay on such an occasion, and leaped first from the ship 
to his boat, and then from his boat to his own ship, with 
as much fierceness in his looks as he had ever cTpreased 
on boarding his defenceless prey in tlie honourable call- 
ing of a privateer. 
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Hftring regained the middle-deck, he paused a momeat 
while Tom and others loaded themselveB with bottles, and 
then deacecdiDg into the cabin exclaimed with a thunder- 
ing voice, * 1) — n n^e, why arn't the bottles atoed in, ac- 
* cording to my orders 1 * ■ 

I answered him very mildly, that I had prevented his 
man from doing it, as it was at an inconvenient time to 
me, and as m his absence, at least, 1 esteemed the cabin 
to be my own, * Your cabin,' repeated he many tamea* 
' no, d — n me \ tia my cabin. Your cabin ! d — me I I 
' have brought my hc^B to a fair market. I auppose, 
' indeed, you think it your cabin, and your ship, by your 
' commanding in it ; but I will command in it, d — ^n me I 
' I will shew the world I am the commander^ and no 
' body but I ! Did you thick I sold you the command of 
' my ship for that pitiful thirty pounds ? I wish I had not 
' seen you not your thirty pounds aboard of her** He 
then repeated the words thirty pounds oft^n, with gre^b 
disdain, and with a contempt which, I own^ the sum did 
not seem to deserve in my eye, either in itself or on the 
present occasion ; being, indeed, paid for the freight of 

weight of human fleah, which is above fifty per 

cent, dearer than the freight of any other luggage, whilst 
in reality it takes up less room, in fact, no room at all, ■ 

In truth, the sum was paid for nothing more than for a 
liberty to sis persons (two of them servants), to stay on 
board a ship while she sails from one port to another^ 
every shilling of which comes clear into the captain's m 
pocket. Ignorant people may perhaps imagine, espe- 
cially when they are told that the captain ie obliged to 
sustain them, that their diet, at least, is worth some-* 
thing ; which may probably be now and then so far tha 
case as to deduct a tenth part from the neat profits on 
this account ; but it was otherwise at present ; for when 
I had contracted with the captain at a price which I by 
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no means thought moderate, I had some content in think- 
ing I should have no more to pay for my voyage ; but I 
was whispered that it was expected the passengers should 
find themselves in several things ; such as tea, wine, and 
Bucb like ; and particularly that gentlemen should stow 
of the Utter a much larger quantity than they could use, 
in order to leave the remainder as a present to tho cap- 
tain, at the end of the voyage ; and it was expected, 
likewise, that gentlemen should put aboard some fresh 
stores, aod the mare of such things were put aboard, the 
welcomer they would be to the captain, 

I was prevailed with by these hints to follow the 
advice proposed ; and accordingly, besides tea, and a 
large hamper of wine, with several hams and tongues, I 
caused a number of live chickens and sheep to be con- 
veyed aboard ; in truth, treble the quantity of provisions 
which would have supported the persons I took vnth me» 
had the voyage continued three weeks, as it was sup- 
posed, with a bare possibility, it might. 

Indeed, it continued much longer ; but, as this was 
occasioned by our being wind-bound in our own porta, 
it was by no means of any ill consequence to the cap- 
tain, as the additional stores of fish^ fresh meat, butter, 
bread, Ac, which I constantly laid in, greatly exceeded 
the consumption, and went some way in maintaining the 
ship's crew. It is true I was not obliged to do this ; but 
it seemed to be expected ; for the captain did not think 
himself obliged to do it ; and, I can truly say, I soon 
ceased to expect it of him. He had, I confess, on board, 
a number of fowls and ducks sufficient for a West-India 
voyage ; all of them, as he often said, * Very fine birds, 
' and of the largest breed-' This, I believe, was really 
the fact, and, I can add, that they were all arrived at 
the full perfection of their size. Nor was there, I am 
convinced, any want of provisions of a more substantial 
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kind ; such aa dried beeE, pork, and fish ; so that the 
captam seemed ready to pertorm his contract, and amply 
to provide for his paasengers. What I did then was 
not from necessity, but, perhaps, from a lesa excusable 
motive, and was by no means chargeable to the accoimt 
of the captain. ■ 

But let the motive have been what it would, the coa- 
sequcnce was still the same ; and this was such that 
I am firmly persuaded the whole pitiful thirty pounds „ 
came pure and neat into the captain^s pocket, and not M 
only so, but attended with the value of ten pounds more 
in sundries into the bargain, I must confess myself^ 
therefore at a loss how the epithet piti/xd came to be I 
annexed to the above sum ; for not being a pitiful 
price for what it was given, I cannot conceive it to be 
pitiful in itself; nor do I believe it is thought by the 
greatest men in the kingdom ; none of whom woold 
scruple to search for it in the dirtiest kennel, where 
they had only a reasonable hope of success. 

How, therefore, such a sum should acquire the idea 
of pitiful in the eyes of the master of a ship seems not 
easy to be accounted for ; since it appears more likely m 
to produce in him ideas of a different kind. Some men, 
perhaps, are no more sincere in the contempt for it which j 
they express, than others in their contempt of money ■ 
in general ; and I am the rather inclined to this per- 
suasion, as 1 have seldom heard of either who have 
refused or refunded this their despised object. Be^ides^ 
it is sometimes impossible to believe these professions, 
as every action of the man's life le a contradiction to 
it. Who cim believe a tradesman who says he would 
not tell his name for the profit he gets by the selling 
such a parcel of goods, when he hath told a thousand 
lies in order to get it ? 

Pitiful, indeed, is often applied to an object not abao 
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lutcly, but comparatively with our expectations, or with 
a greater object: in which sense it ia not easj to set 
any bounds to the ush of the word. Thus, a handful 
of halfpence daily appear pitiful to a porter, and a 
handful of silver to a drawer. The latter* I am con- 
vinced, at a polite tavern, will not tell his name (for 
he will not give you any answer) under the price of 
gold. And in this sense thirty pounds may be accounted 
pitiful by the lowest mechanic. 

One difficulty only seema to occur, and that la this : 
how comes it that, if the profits of the meanest arts are 
so considerable, the professors of them are not richer 
than we generally see them ? One answer to this shall 
Buffice. Men do not become rich by what they get, but 
by what they keep. He who is worth no more than 
his annual wages or salary, spends the whole ; he will 
be always a beggar, let his income be what it mil ; and 
flo will be hia family when he dies- This we see daily 
to be the caso of eccleBiastics ; who, during their lives, 
are extremely well provided for, only because they 
desire to maintain the honour of the cloth by living 
like gentlemen, which woiild perhaps be better main- 
tained by living unlike them. 

But, to return from so long a digression, to which tho 
use of so improper an epithet gave occasion, and to 
which the novelty of the subject allured. I will make 
the reader amends by concisely telling him, that the 
captain poured forth such a torrent of abuse that I 
very hastily, and very foolishly, resolved to quit tho 
ship, I gave immediate orders to summon a hoy to 
cany rae that evening to Dartmouth, without con- 
sidering any consequence. Those orders I gave in no 
very low voice ; so that those above stairs might pos- 
sibly conceive there was more than one master in the 
cabin. Ib the same tone I likewise threatened the 
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Gftptain witt that which, he afterwards said, he feared 
more than any rock or quickBaDd> Nor can we wonder 
at this when we are told he had been twice obliged to ■ 
bring to and cast anchor there before, and had neither 1 
time escaped without the loss of almost his whole 
cargo. 

The most distant sound of law thus frightened a man 
who had often, I am convinced, heard numbers of cannon 
roar round him with intrepidity. Nor did he sooner »ee 
the hoy approaching the vessel than he ran down again 
into the cabin, and, his rage being perfectly subsided, 
he tumbled on his kneee, and a little too abjectly im- 
plored for mercy. 

I did not suffer a brave man and an old man to remain 
a moment in this posture ; but I immediately forgave 
him. 

And here, that I may not be thought the sly trumpeter 
of my own praiscfl, I do utterly disclaim all praiae on 
the occasion. Neither did the greatness of my mind 
dictate, nor the force of my Christianity exact this for- 
givemeaa, To speak truth, I forgave him from a motive 
which would make men much more forgiving if they 
were much wiser than they are ; because it was con- 
venient for me so to do, 

Wednesday. This morning the captain dressed himself 
in scarlet, in order to pay a visit to a Devonshire squire, 
to whom a captain of a ship is a guest of no ordinary 
consequence, as he is a stranger and a, gentleman, who 
hath seen a great deal of the world in foreign parts, 
and knows all the news of the times. 

The squire, therefore, was to send his boat for the 
captain ; bat a moat unfortunate accident liappened ; for, 
as the wind was extremely roughs and against the hoy^ 
while this was endeavouring to avail itself of great sea- 
manship, in bawling up againat the wind, a sudden 
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squall carried off sail and yard ; ar, at Wst» so disabled 
them, that they were no longer of any use, and unable 
to reach the ahip ; but the captain, from the deck, saw 
hia hopes of venison disappointed^ and was forced either 
to stay on board his ship, or to hoist forth his own locg- 
boatf which he could not prevail with himself to think 
of, though the smell of the veuiaon had had twenty 
timea its attraction. He did. indeed, love his ship as 
hia wife, and hie boats as children, and never willingly 
trusted the latter, poor things I to the dangers of the 
seas. 

To say truth, notwithstanding the strict rigour with 
which he preserved the dignity of hi^ station, and the 
hasty impatience with which he resented any affront to 
his person or orderSj disobedience to which he could in 
no instance brook in any person on board, he was one of 
the best-natured fellows alive. He acted the part of a 
father to his sailors ; he expressed great tenderness for 
any of thera when ill, and never suffered any the least 
work of supererogation to go unrewarded by a glass of gin. 
He even extended his humanity, if I may so call it, to 
animals, and even his cats and kittens had large shares in 
his affections. An instance of which we saw this even- 
ing, when the cat, which had shewn it could not be 
drowned, was found suffocated under a feather-bed in the 
cabin. I will not endeavour to describe his lamentations 
with more prolixity than barely by saying, they were 
grievous, and seemed to have some mixture of the Irish 
howl in them. Nay, he c^irried hia fondness even to 
inanimate objects, of which we hiive above set down a 
pregnant example in hia demonstration of love and 
tenderness towards his boats and ship. He spoke of a 
ship which he had commanded formerly, and which was 
long since no more, which he had called the Princess 
oi Brazil, as a widower of a deceased wife. This ship. 
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after having followed the honest business of carrying 
goods and passengers for hire many ycara^ did afc la«t 
take to evil cour^efi and turn privateer, in which ser- 
vice, to use his own words, she received many dreadful 
wounds, which he hiroBelf had felt, as if they had been 
his own. 

Thursday, As the wind did not yesterday discover 
any purpose of shifting, and the water in my belly grew 
troublesome, and rendered me short-breathed ; I began a 
second time to have apprehenaiona of wanting the assist- 
ance of a trochat, when none was to be found ; I there- 
fore concluded to be tapped again, by way of precaution ; 
and accordingly I this morning summoned on board a 
Burgeon from a neighbouring pariah, one whom the 
captain greatly recommended, and who did indeed per- 
form hia office with much dexterity. He was, I beUcve, 
likewise a man of great judgment and knowledge in the 
profession; but of this I cannot speak with perfect 
certainty ; for when he was going to open on the dropsy 
at large, and on the particular degree of the distemper 
under which I laboured, I was obliged to stop him short, 
for the wind was changed, and the captain in the utmost 
hurry to depart ; and t« desire him, instead of his opinion, 
to assist me with his execution* 

I was now once more delivered from my burthen, 
which was not indeed so great as 1 had apprehended, 
wanting two quarts of what waa let out at the htst 
operation- 
While the surgeon was drawing away my water, the 
sailors were drawing up the anchor ; both were finished 
at the same time, we unfurled our sails, and soon passed 
the Berry-head, which forms the mouth of the bay- 

\Ve had not however sailed far, when the wind, which 
had, though with a slow pace, kept us company about bis 
miles, suddenly turned about, and offered to conduct ub 
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back again ; b favour which, though sorely againat the 
grain, we were obliged to accept. 

Nothing remarkable happened this day; tor as to the 
&rm persuasion of the captain that he was under the spell 
of witchcraft, I would not repeat it too often, though in- 
deed he repeated it an hundred times every day ; iu truth, 
he talked of nothing else, and seemed not ocly to be 
satisfied in general of his being bewitched, but actually 
to have fixed, with good certainty, on the person of the 
witch, whom, had he lived in the days of Sii Matthew 
Hale, he would have infallibly indicted, and very pos- 
sibly have hanged, fot the detestable sin of witchcraft ; 
but that law, and the whole doctrine that supported it, 
are now out of fashion ; and witches, as a learned divine 
once chose to express himself, are put down by act of 
parliament- This witch, in the captain's opinion, was no 
other than Mrs, Francie of Ryde^ who, as he insinuated, 
out of anger to me, for not spending more money in her 
house than she could produce any thing to exchange for, 
or any pretence to charge for, had laid this spell on his 
ship. 

Though we were again got near our harbour by three 
in the afternoon, yet it seemed to require a full hour or 
more^ before we could come to our former place of 
anchoring, or birth, as the captain called it. On this 
occasion wc exemplified one of the few advantages 
which the travellers by water have over the travellera 
by land- What would the latter often give for the 
sight of one of those hospitable mansions, where he is 
assured that there is good enteftainment for man and 
horse ; and where both may consequently promise them- 
selves to assuage that hmiger which exercise ia ao sure 
to raise in a healthy constibntion S 

At their arrival at this mansion, how much happier is 
the state of the horse than that of ths master \ The 
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former is immediately led to bis repad^ such as it 
And whatever it is, he falls to it with appetite- Bat 
the latter is in a much wor?« situation. His hongert 
however violent, is always in some degree delicate, and 
his food moM have some kind of ornament, or. as the 
more usuJil phrase is, of dressing, to recommend it. Xow^ 
all dresaiag req^uires time ; and therefore, though, per- 
haps, the sheep might be just killed before you came 
to the inn, yet in cutting him up, fetching the joint, 
which the landlord by mistake said he had in the 
bouse, from the butcher at two miles dietauce, and 
afterwards warming it a little by the fire, two hours 
at least tnuBt be consamed, while hunger, for want of 
better food, preys all the time on the vitals of the 
man. 

How different was the case with us ! We carried our 
provision, our kitchen, and our cook with us, and we 
were at one and the same time travelling on our road, 
and sitting down to a repast of fish, with which the 
greatest table in London can scarce at any rate be 
supplied. 

Fridaif. As we were disappointed of our wind, and 
obliged to return back the preeeding evening, we re- 
solved to extract all the good we could out of our 
misfortune, and to add considerably to our fresh stores 
of meat and bread, with which we were ver\' indif- 
lerently provided when we hurried away yesterday^ 
By the captain's advice we likewise laid in some storts 
of butter, which we salted and potted oiusdves, for 
our UM at Lbbon, and we had greftt reason afterwards 
to thank him for his adptce. 

In the afternoon, I persuaded my wife, whom it was no 
easy matter for me to force from my aide, to take a walk 
on shore, whither the gallant capt^un ded&red he was 
ready to attend h». Accordingly, the ladies set out, and 
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left me t^ enjoy ft sveet and comfortable nap after the 
operation of the preceding day* 

Thiie we enjoyed our separate pleasuies full three 
hours, when we met again ; and my wife gave the 
foregoing account of the gentleman, whom I have be- 
fore compared to Axylus, and of hia habitatioQj to both 
which she had been introduced by the captain, in the 
style of an old friend and acquaintance, thoxigh this 
foundation of intimacy seemed to her to be no deeper 
laid than in an accident>al dinner, eaten many years 
before, at thia temple of hospitalityj when the captatn 
lay wind-bound in the same bay, 

Saturday. Early this morning the wind seemed in- 
clined to change in our favour. Our alert captain 
snatched its very first motion, and got under sail with 
so very gentle a breeze^ that as the tide was againab him, 
he recommended to a fishing hoy to bring after him a 
vast salmon and some other provisions wWch lay ready 
for him on shore. 

Our anchor was up at six, and before nine in the 
morning we had doubled the Berry-head, and were 
arrived off Dartmouth, having gone full three miles in 
as many hours, in direct opposition to the tide, which 
only befriended us out of our harbour ; and though the 
wind was^ perhaps, our friend, it was so very silent, and 
exerted itself so little in our favour, that, like some cool 
partisans, it was difficult to say whether it was with uft 
or against us. The captain, however, declared the former 
to be the case, during the whole three hours ; but at last 
he perceived his error ; or rather, perhaps, this friend, 
which had hitherto wavered in choosing hia side, became 
now more determined. The captain then suddenly taoked 
about, and asserting that be was bewitched, submitted 
to return to the place from whence he came. Now, 
though I am as free from superstition as any man breath- 
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ing, and never did believe in wLtchea, notmbhstanding all 
the excellent arguments of my Lord CtieE Justice Hale 
in their favour, and long before they were put down by 
act of parliament, yet by what power a ship of burthen 
should aail three miles agaioBt both wind and tide, I 
cannot conceive; unless there was some supernatural 
inter[X)sition in the case ; nay, could we admit that tlie 
wind etood neuter, the difficulty would still remain. So 
that we muat of necessity conclude, that the ship wad 
either bewinded or bewitched. 

The captain, perhaps^ had another meaning. He 
imagined himself, I believe, bewitched, because the wind, 
instead of persevering in ita change in his favour, for 
change it certainly did that moming, should suddenly 
return to ita favourite station* and blow him back towards 
the Bay. But if this was his opinion, he soon saw cause 
to alter; for he had not measured half the way back, 
when the wind again declared in his favour, and so 
loudly, that there was no poesibilitj' of being mistaken- 

The orders for the second tack was given, and obeyed 
with much more alacrity, than those bad been for the 
first. We were all of us indeed in high spirits on the 
occasion ; though some of us a little regrctt<!d the good 
things we were likely to leave behind U3 by the fisher- 
man's neglect ; I might give it a worse name, for he 
faithfully promised to execute the commission, which he 
had had abundant opportunity to do ; but Na^^(ica Jides 
deserves as much to bo proverbial, as ever Punica fides 
could formerly have done. Nay, when we consider that 
the Carthaginians came from the Phoenicians, who are 
supposed to have produced the first mariners, we may 
probably see the true reason of the adage, and it may 
open a field of very curious discoveries to the antiquary, 

We were, however, too eager to pursue our voyage 
to suffer any thing we left behind ua to interrupt 
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happiness, which, indeed, many agreeable circumstances 
conspired to advance. The weather was inexpressibly 
pleasant^ and we were all seated od the deck, when onr 
canvas began to swell with the wind. We had likewise 
in our view above thirty other sail around us, all in the 
eame situation. Here an observation occurred to me, 
which, perhaps^ though extremely obvious, did not offer 
itself to every individual in our little fleet : when I per- 
ceived with what different success we proceeded, under 
the influence of a superior power, which, while we lay 
filmost idle ourselves, pushed us forward on our intended 
voyage, and compared this with the slow progress which 
we had made in the morning, of ourselves, and without 
any such assistance, I could not help reflecting how often 
the greatest abilities lie wind>bound as it were in life ; 
or if they venture out, and attempt to beat the seas, they 
struggle in vain against wind and tide, and if they have 
not sufficient jjiudence to put back, are most probably 
cast away on the rocks and quicksands, which are every 
day ready to devour them. 

It was now our fortune to set out mdiorAus avibtis. 
The wind freshened so briskly in our poop, that the shore 
appeared to move from ua, as fast as we did from the 
shore. The captain declared he was sure of a wind, 
meaning its continuance \ but he had disappointed us bo 
often, that he had lost all credit. However, he kept his 
word a little better now^ and we lost sight of our native 
land, as joyfully^ at least, as it is usual to regain it, 

Sunday. The next morning, the captain told me he 
thought himself thirty miles to the westward of Ply- 
mouth, and before evening declared that the lizard 
Point, which ie the extremity of Cornwall, bore several 
leagues to leeward. Nothing remarkable passed this 
day, except the captain's devotion, who, in his own 
phrase, summoned all hands to prayers, which were read 
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by a common sailor upoa deck, with more devout fores 
and address, than they are commonly read by a country 
curate, and received with more decencj and attention by 
tlie sailors, than are usually preserved in city congrega- 
tionfl, I am indeed assured, that if any such affected 
disregard of the solemn office in which they were 
engaged, as I have seen practised by fine gentlemen 
and Indies, expressing a kind of apprehension lest they 
should be suspected of beiog really in earnest in their 
devotion, had been shewn here, they would have con- 
tracted the contempt of the whole audience. To say 
the truth, from what I observed in the behaviour of the 
sailors in this voyage, and on comparing it with what 
I have formerly seen of them at sea and on shore, I 
am convinced that on land there is nothing more idle 
and dlBfioluto ; in their own element, there are no per- 
sons near the level of their degree, who live in the 
constant practiGe of half so many good quahties. They 
ate, for much the greater part, perfect m^istera of their 
business, and always extremely alert, and ready in 
executing it, without any regard to fatigue or hazard. 
The soldiers themselves are not better disciplined, nor 
more obedient to orders than these whilst aboard ; they 
submit to every difficulty which attends their calling 
with cheerfulness, and no less virtues than patience 
and fortitude are exercised by them every day of their 
lives. 

All these good qualities, however, they always leave 
behind them on shipboard ; the sailor out of water ie^ 
indeed, as wretched an animal as the fish out of water ; 
for though the former hath, in common with amphibious 
animals, the bare power of existing on the land, yet if 
he be kept there any time, he never fails to become a 
nuisance. 

The ship having had a good deal of motion since ahe 
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was last under sail, our women returned to their sickness, 
and I to my solitude ; having, for twenty-four hours 
together, scarce opened my lips to a single pereon. 
Thia circumstance of being shut up within the circum- 
ference of a few yards, with a score of human creatures, 
with not one of whom it was possible to converse, was 
pe-rhap3 so rare, aa scarce ever to have happened before, 
nor could it ever happen to one who disliked it more 
than myaelt, or to myself at a aeaaon when I wanted 
more food for my social diapoaition, or could converse 
less wholesomely and happily with my own thoughts. 
To this accident^ which fortune opened to me in the 
Downs, was owing the first serious thought which I 
ever entertained of enrolling myself among the voyage- 
writerB ; some of the most amusing pages, if, indeed, 
there be any which deserve that name, were possibly the 
production of the most disagreeable hours which ever 
haunted the author. 

Mondoif. At noon the captain took an observation, 
by which it appeared that Ushant bore some leagues 
northward of us^ and that we were just entering the 
Bay of Biscay. We had advanced a very few milefl 
in thia bay before we were entirely becalmed ; we furled 
our sails, as being of no use to us, while we lay in this 
most disagreeable situation, more detested by the sailors 
than the most violent tempest ; we were alarmed with 
the loss of a fine piece of salt beef, which had been hung 
in the sea to freshen it; this being, it seems, the strange 
property of salt-water. The thief was immediately sus- 
pected, and presently afterwards taken by the sailors. 
Ho was, indeed, no other than a huge shark, who, not 
knowing when he was well off, swallowed another piece 
of beef, together with a great iron crook on which it 
was hung, and by which he was dragged into the ship. 

I should scarce have mentioned the catching this 
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Bh&rk. though so exactly conformable to the rales and 
practice of voyage- writing, bad it not been for a stiratige 
circumstance that attended it. This was the recovery 
of the stolen beef out of the shark'.s maw, where it lay 
unchewed and undigested, and whence, beini: conveyed 
into the pot, the flesh, and the thief that had stolen it, 
joined together in famishing variety to the ship's crew. 

During this calm we likewise found the ma^ of a 
large vessel^ which the captain thought had lain at 
least three years in the sea. It was stuck all over with 
a little shell-fish or reptile called a bamacle, and which 
probably are the prey of the rock-fish, as our captain 
calls it, asserting, that it is the finest fish in the world ; ■ 
for which we are obliged to confide entirely to hie taste ; 
for, though he struck the fish with a kind of harping- 
iron, and wounded him, I am convinced, to death, yet 
he could not possess himself ol his body ; but the poor 
wretch escaped to linger out a few hours, with probably 
great torments. 

In the evening our wind returned, and so briskly, 
that we ran upwards of twenty leagues before the next 
day's [Tuesday/' s] observation, which brought us to 
lat, 47° 42', The captain promised us a very speedy 
passage through the bay ; but he deceived ua, or the 
wind deceived him, for it so slackened at sunset, that 
it scarce carried us a mile in an hour during the whole 
eucceeding night, 

Wednesday. A gale struck up a little after sun-rising, 
which carried ua between three or four knots or miles an 
Lour, We were this day at noon about the middle of the 
Bay of Biscay, when the wind once more deserted us, and 
we were so entirely becalmed, that we did not advance 
a mile in many hours. My freeh-water reader will 
perhaps conceive no impleasant idea from this calm ; 
but it affected ue much more than a storm could have 
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done ; for as the irascible passions of men are apt io 
swell with indignation long after the injury which first 
raised them is over, so fared it with the sea. It rose 
mountains high, and lifted our poor ship up and down, 
backwards and forwards, with go violent an emotion, 
that there was scarce a man in the ship better able to 
Btand than myself. Every utensil in our cabin rolled 
op and down, as we should have rolled ourselves, had 
not our chairs been faat lashed to the floor. In this 
situation, with our tables likewise faatened by ropes, the 
captain and myself took our meal with some difficulty, 
and swallowed a little of our broth, for we spilt much 
the greater part. The remainder of our dinner being 
an old, lean, tame duck roasted, I regretted but little 
the loss of, my teeth not being good enough to have 
chewed it. 

Our women, who began to creep out of their holes 
in the morning, retired again within the cabin to their 
bedsj and were no more heard of this day, in which my 
whole comfort was to find, by the captains relation, 
that the swelling was sometimes much worse ; he did, 
indeed, take this occasion to be more communicative 
than ev€r, and informed me of such misadventures that 
had befallen him within fotty-aix years at sea, as might 
frighten a very bold spirit from undertaking even the 
shortest voyage. Were these, indeed, but universally 
known, our matrons of quality would possibly be de- 
terred from venturing their tender offspring at sea ; by 
which means our navy would lose the honour of many 
a young commodore, who at twenty-two is better versed 
in maritime affairs than real seamen are made by ex- 
perience at sixty. 

And this may, perhaps, appear the more extraordinary, 
as the education of both seems to be pretty much the 
same ; neither of them having had their courage tried 
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by Virgil's deacription of a atarni, in which, inspired 
as he waa» I doabt whether our captain doth not exceed 
him. 

In the crening the wind, which continned in the 
KW, again freshened, and that so brisklj, that Cape 
Finist^rre appeared by this day's observation to bear 
a few miles to the southward. We now indeed sailed, 
or rather flew, near ten knota an hour ; and the captain, 
in the redundancy of hia good-humour, declared he 
would go to chujch at Lisbon on Sunday nest, for that 
he was sure of a wind ; and, indeed, we all firmly 
believed him. But the event again contradicted him ; 
for we were again visited by a calm in the evening. 

But here, though our voyage was retarded, we were 
entertained with a scene, which as no one can behold 
without going to sea, so no one can furm an idea of any 
thing equal to it on shore. We were seated on the 
deck, women and all, in the aerenest evening that can 
be imagined* Not a single cloud presented itself to our 
view, find the aun himself was the only object which 
engrossed our whole attention. He did indeed set 
with a raajesty which is incapable of deacription, with 
which, while the horizon was yet blazing with glory, 
our eyes were called off to the opposite part to sur- 
vey the moon, which was then at full, and which in 
rising presented us with the second object that thia 
world hath offered to our vision* Compared to these 
the pageantry of theatres, or splendour of courts, are 
sights almost below the regard of children. 

We did not return from the deck till late in the even- 
ing ; the weather being inexpreaaibly pleasant ; and ao - 
warm, that even my old distemper perceived the alter- f 
ation of the climate. There was indeed a swell, but 
nothing comparable to what we had felt before, and it 
aSected ua on the deck much less than in the cabin. 
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Friday, Tho calm continued till sun-rising, when the 
wind likewise arose ; but unluckily for us» it came from 
a wrong quarter; it was 9.9,E. which is that very wind 
which Juno would have solicited of ^olus, had ^neaa 
been in oui latitude bound for Lisbon, 

The captain now put on his most melancholy aspect, 
and resumed his former opinion, that he was bewitched. 
He declared, with great soleioiiityj that this was worse 
and worse, for that a wind directly in his teeth was 
worse than no wind at all. Had we pursued the course 
which the wind persuaded ua to take, we had gone 
directly for Newfoundland, if we had not fallen in with 
Ireland in our way. Two ways remained to avoid this ; 
one was to put into a port of Galicia ; the other, to beat 
to the westward with as little sail as possible j and this 
was our captain's election. 

Aa for ua, poor passengers, any port would have been 
welcome to us ; especially, as not only our fresh pro- 
visions, except a great number of old ducks and fowls, 
but even our bread, was come to an end, and nothing 
but sea biscuit remained, which I could not chew, 80 
that now, for the first time in my life, I saw what it was 
to want a bit of bread. 

The wind, however, was not so unkind as we had 
Apprehended; but having declined with the sun, it 
changed at the approach of the moon, and became 
figain favourable to us ; though so geutle that the next 
day's observation carried us very little to the southward 
of Cape Finisterre. This evening, at six, the wind, 
which had been very quiet all day, rose very high, and, 
continuing in our favour, drove us seven knots an hour- 

This day we saw a sail, the only one, as I heard of, 
we had seen in our whole passage through the Bay, I 
mention this on account of what appeared to me some- 
what extraordinary. Though she was at such a distance 
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that I could only perceive sKe was a ship, the sailors 
discovered that she was a anow, bound to a port in 
Galicia. 

Sunday. After prayers, which our good captain read 
on the deck, with an audible voice, and with but one 
mistake, of a lion for Eliaa, in the second lesson for this 
day, we fcjund ourselves far advanced in 42^, and the 
captain declared we should sup ofi Porte. We had not 
much wind this day ; but, aB this was directly in our 
favour, we made it up with sail, of which we Crowded 
all we had. We went only at the rate of four miles an 
hour, but with so uneasy a motion, continually rolling 
from side to side, that I suffered more than I had done 
in our whole voyage ; my bowels being almost twisted 
out of my belly. However, the day was very serene 
and bright, and the captain, who was in high spirits^ 
affirmed be had never passed a pleasanter at sea. 

The wind continued bo brisk that we ran upward o! 
six knots an hour the whole night. 

Monday. In the morning our captain concluded that 
he was got into lat. 40°, and was very little short of the 
Burlings, as they are called in the charts. We came up 
with them at five in the afternoon, being the first land 
we had distinctly seen since we left Devonshire. They 
consist of abundance of little rocky islands, a little 
distant from the shore, three of them only shewing 
themselves above the water. 

Here the Portuguese maintain a kind of garrison, if 
we may allow it that name. It consists of malefactors, 
who are banished hither for a terras for divers small 
offences, A policy which they may have copied from 
the Egyptians, as we may read in Diodorus Siculus, 
That wise people, to prevent the corruption of good 
manners by evil communication, built a town on the 
Red Sea, whither they transported a great number 
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their crlmmalsr having first set an mdelible mark on 
them, to prevent their returning aad mixing with the 
sober part of their citizens. 

These rocks lie about fifteen leagues North-weat of 
Cape Rosent; or, as it is commonly called, the Rock of 
Lisbon ; which we passed early the next morning. The 
wind, indeed, would have carried us thither sooner ; but 
the captain waa not in a hurry, as he waa to lose nothing 
by the delay, 

Tuesday. This is a very high mountain, situated on 
the northern side of the mouth of the river Tajo, which, 
rising about Madrid, in Spain, and soon becoming navi- 
gable for small craft, empties itself, after a long course, 
into the sea, about four leagues below Lisbon. 

On the summit of the rock stands a hermitage, which 
is now in the possession of an Englishman, who was 
formerly master of a vessel trading to Liabou ; and, 
having changed his religion and his manners, the latter 
o£ which, at least, were none of the best, betook him- 
self to this place, in order to do penance tor his sins. 
He ia now very old, and hath inhabited this hermitage 
for a great number of years, during which he hath re- 
ceived some countenance from the royal family ; and 
J particularly from the present queen dowager, whose piety 
' refuses no trouble or expence by which she may make 
1 a proselyte ; being used to say, that the saving one soul 
would repay all the endeavours of her life- 
Here we waited for the tide, and had the pleasure of 
surveying the face of the country, the soil of which, at 
this season, exactly reeembles an old brick-kiln, or a 
field where the green award is pared up and set a burn- 
ing, or rather a smoking, in little heaps to manure the 
land. The sight will, perhaps, of all others, make an 
Englishman proud of, and pleased with, his own coun- 
try, which in verdure excels, I believe, every other 
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country. Another deficiency here is the want of large 
trees, nothing above a elmib being here to be discovered 
in the circtmilerence of maoy miles* 

At this place we took a pilot on board, who, being the 
first Portagueae we spoke to» gave \xb an instance of that 
religions observance which is paid by all nations to their 
laws ; for, whereas it is here a capital offence to assbt 
any person iu going on shore from a foreign vessel before 
it hath been examined, and every person in it viewed by 
the ma^trates of health, as they are called, this worthy 
pilot, for a very small reward, rowed the Portuguese 
priest to shore at this place, beyond which he did 
not dare to advance ; and in venturing whither he 
had given sufficient testimony of love for his native 
country. 

We did not enter the Tajo till noon, when, after pass- 
ing several old castles, and other buildings, which had 
greatly the aspect of mine, we came to the Castle of 
Bellisle, where we had a full prospect of Lisbon, and 
were, indeed, within three miles of it. 

Here we were saluted with a gun, which was a signal 
to pass no farther, till we had complied with certain cere- 
monie.s, which the laws of this country require to be 
observed by all ships which arrive in this port. We 
were obliged then to cast anchor, and expect the arrival 
of the officers of the cuatoma, without whose passport no 
ship must proceed farther than this place. 

Here likewise we received a visit from on© of those 
magistrates of health before mentioned. He refused to 
come on board the ship tUl every person in her had been 
drawn up on deck, and personally viewed by him. This 
occasioned some delay on my part, as it was not the work 
of a minute to lift me from the cabin to the deck. The 
captain thought my particular case might have been ex- 
cused from this ceremony ; and that it would be abun- 
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dantly sufficient if the magistrate, who was obliged 
afterwardfl to visit the cabin, surveyed me there. But 
this did not satisfy the magistrate's strict regard to hia 
duty, NVhen he was told of ray lameness, be called 
out, with a voice of authority, * Let him be brought up,' 
and his orders were presently complied with. He was, 
indeed, a person of great dignity, as well as of most 
exact fidelity in the discharge of hia trust. Both which 
are the more admirable as hia salary is less than thirty 
pounds EngLsh per annum. 

Before a ship hath been visited by one of those magis- 
trates, no person can lawfully go on board her ; nor can 
any on board depart from her. This I saw exemphfied 
in a remarkable instance. The young lad, whom I have 
mentioned as one of our passengers, was here met by 
his father, who, on the first news of the captain's arrival, 

' came from Lisbon to Bcllisle in a boftt, being eager to 

I embrace a son whom he had not seen for many years. 
But when he came alongside our ship, neither did the 
father dare ascend noi the sou descend, as the magis- 

'• trate of health had not been yet on board, 

^ Some ol our readers will, perhaps, admire the great 

caution of this policy,^ so nicely calculated for the pre- 
servation of this country from all pestilential distempers. 
Others will as probably regard it as too exact and formal 
to be constantly persisted in, in seasons of the utmost 
safety, as well ae in times of danger, I will not decide 
either way ; but will content myscll with observing, that 
I never yet saw or heard of a place where a traveller 
had so much trouble givec Him a,t his landing as here. 
The only use of which, as all such matters begin and 
end in form only, is to put it into the power of low and 

' mean fellows to be either rudely officious or grossly cor- 

es they shall see occasion to prefer the gratification 
■ pride or of their avarice. 
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Of this kind, likewise, ia that power which is lodged 
with other officers here, of taking away every grain of 
snuS, and every leaf of tobacco, brought hither from. 
other countries, though only for the temporary use of 
the person, during his residence here. This ia executed 
with great insolence, and as it i3 in the hands of the 
dregs of the people, very scandal oudy ; for, under pre- 
tence of Bearching for tobacco and snuff, they are sure 
to steal whatever they can find, insomuch, that when 
they came on board, our sailors addressed us in the 
Covent-Qarden language, * Pray, gentlemen and ladies, 
* take care of your swords and watches.' Indeed, I 
never yet saw any thing equal to the contempt and 
hatred which our honest tars every moment expressed 
for these Portuguese officers. 

At Bellisle lies buried Catharine of Arragon, widow 
of Prince Arthur, eldest son of our Henry VIL, after- 
wards married to, and divorced from, Henry VIII. 
Close by the church where her remains are deposited 
is a large convent of Geronymites, one of the most 
beautiful piles of buildings in all Portugal. 

In the evening, at twelve, our ship having received 
previous visits from all the necessary parties, took the 
advantage of the tide, and having sailed up to Liabony 
cast anchor there, in a calm, and a moon-shiny night, 
which made the passage incredibly pleasant to the 
women, who remained tliree houia enjoying it, whilst 
I was left to the cooler transports of enjoying their 
pleasures at second-hand; and yet, cooler as they may 
be, whoever la totally ignorant of such sensation, ia at 
the same time void of all ideas of Iriendship. 

Wednesday. Lisbon, before which we now lay at 
anchor, is said to be built on the same number of hills 
with old Rome ; but these do not ail appear to the water ; 
on the contrary, one sees from thence one vast high hill 
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and rock, with buildings arising above on9 anothei, and 
that in so eteep and almost perpendicular a manner, that 
they all seem to have but one foimdatioo* 

As the housea, convents, churches, &c. are large, and 
all built with white stone, they look very be.autilu! at 
a distance ; but aa you approach nearer, and find them 
to want every kind of ornament, all idea of beauty 
vanishes at once. While I was surveying the prospect 
of this city, which bears so Uttie resemblance to any 
other that I have ever seen, a reflection occurred to me, 
that if a man was suddenly to be removed from Palmyra 
hither, and should take a view of no other city, in how 
glorious a light would the antient architecture appear 
to him ! and what desolation and destruction of arts 
and sciences would be conclude had happened between 
the several eeras of these cities ! 

I had now waited full three hours upon deck for the 
return of my man, whom 1 had sent to bespeak a good 
dinner (a thing which had been long unknown to me) 
on shore, and then to bring a Lisbon chaise with him 
to the sea-shore ; but, it seems, the impertinence of the 
providoie was not yet brought to a conclusion. At three 
o'clock, when 1 was, from emptiness, rather faint than 
hungry, my man returned, and told me, there was a 
new law lately made that no passenger should set his 
foot on shore without a special order from the providore ; 
and that he hinasclf would have been sent to prison for 
disobeying it, had he not been protected as the servant 
of the captain. He informed me likewise, that the 
I captaia had been very industrious to get this order. 
If but that it was then the piovidore^a hour of deep, a 
time when no man, except the king himself, durst dis- 
turb him. 

To avoid prolixity, though in a part of my narrative 
which may be more agreeable to my reader than it was 
I VOL, X. T 
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to me, the providore, haviug at last finifihed lua napi 
dispatch^ this absurd matter of form, and gave me 

leave to come» or rather to be carried^ on shore. 

What it waa that gave the first hint of this strange law 
is not easy to guess. Possibly, in the infancy of their 
defection, and before their govermnent could be well 
establiflhed, they were willing to guard against the 
bare possibility of surprise, of the success of which 
bare possibility the Trojan horse will remain for ever 
on record, as a great and memorable example. Now 
the Portuguese have no walls to secure them, and a 
vessel of two or three hundred tuns will contain a much 
larger body of troops than could be concealed in that 
famous macliine, though Virgil tells us (somewhat hyper- 
bolically, [ beUeve) that it was as big as a mountain. 

About seven in the evening I got into a chaise on 
shore, and was driven through the nastiest city in the 
worlds though at the same time one of the most popu- 
lous, to a kind of coSee-house^ which is very pleasantly 
situated on the brow of a hill, about a mile from the 
city, and hath a very &ne prospect of the river Tajo from 
Lisbon to the sea. 

Here we regaled ourselves with a good supper, for 
which we were as well eharged. as if the bill had been 
made on the Bath-road, between Newbury and London, 
And now we could joyfully say, 

Egreaai oploia Troet poHvniur arana- 
Therefore, in the words of Horace, 

— hie Finis charkeqae vytqu^* 
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I MUST coatess myself to be one of those who brought 
with me to the perusal of the lat« published volumes 
of Lord Bolingbroke a very high prejudice to tha 
doctrinea said to have beea established in them ; but, 
at the same time, can as truly assert, that I had the 
highest aud strongest prepossession in favour of tha 
abilities of the author. Such, indeed, wafi this pre- 
poases&ioiif that it might, I think, be a sufficient warrant 
of a man's candour against any prejudice whatever; 
and it is in the true spirit of this candour that I declare^ 
upon the perusal, I have found my prepossessions 
greatly abated, and my prejudices not in the least 
removed. 

Could it therefore be supposed^ that all mankind were 
alike able to try the cause of truth, and to form their 
judgment on the weight of argument and evidence only, 
I think there could be no danger in leaving the decision 
of thifl matter upon his lordship's own reasoning, without 
any attempt to answer him. But when we consider how 
very weak the abilities of mankiDd in general are in 
disquisitions of this nature ; how much weaker they are 
rendered for this purpose by want of due attention ; and. 
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lastly, haw apt they are to carry any little partmUtj 
which they have precoBceived before the examinatioii 
of a cause up to the final decision of it in their tninik 
it may possibly be very dzngeroxm to society to auffef 
finch pernicious doctrines to stand ODobjectcd to with so 
great a name at their bead. Many, I am convinced, vrill 
think the authority of this name alone sufficient to eeteb- 
lish their own belief upon, without any farther inqiuiy 
at all. Many others will imagine very little inquiiy 
necessary, and, though they did not entirely acquiesce in 
takiug hia word, will be easily cajoled with hia readons, 
which, however little they may have of substance, havf 
much of the specious oroamentd of wit and language, 
with all the alluiements of novelty both of style aad 
manner ; and, finally, with an appearance, at least, 
reading very singular and extensive. 

From which last particular may arise a third sort vi 
worthy of receiving some assistance on this occaaionj 
snch, I mean, as have not the least inclination to 
lordship's doctrines, nor would, indeed, assent to them 
on the authority of any man breathing, who naay yed 
have wanted leisure or opportunity sufiicient to provide 
tbemselves with a proper fund of knowledge, to give 
a ready answer to various assertions which will occur 
in the works now under consideration, and whicl 
though they have the worst of tendencies, have 
reality themselves no better support (and not always 
good a one) than some very weak and slender hj 
theses, and are at other times built on the revival of ol( 
chimerical prineipiea which have been confuted and ex^ 
ploded long ago, 

Now to all these different constitutions we shall ei 
deavour to apply our several antidotes. And here, 
luckily for us, we are provided with an argumei 
which must most eflectually silence those who 
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tiie most difficult of all othera to be usually dealt 
with in tke way of reasoning ; such are the persons I 
mentioned in the first class, who believe from authority 
only, and who have not yet, with the schools, given 
up the irreaistible argmocut oi he himself said it. 

The force of thia argument, however, even in the days 
when it flourishe-d moat, drew all its strength from a 
supposition that, if he himself said it, he himself believed 
it : for, if it could have been proved of Aristotle that he 
had asserted pro and con, and had, with the same clear- 
ness, affirmed in one part of his works the same thing 
to be, and in another the same thing not to be, none of 
his scholars would have known which he believed, and 
all others would, perhaps, have thought that he had 
no belief at all in, nor indeed any knowledge of, the 
matter. 

If, therefore, his lordship shall appear to have made 
use of this duplicity of assertion, and that not in one or 
two but in many instances, may we not draw the like 
conclusions T Luckily, perhaps, for hie lordship, we may 
not be driven to the same absolute degree of uncertainty 
as must have resulted from the case of Aristotle, as I 
have put it above ; since our noble author himself seems 
to have left us a kind of clue, which will sufficiently lead 
to the discovery of his meanicgT and will shew us as 
often as he is pleased to assert both sides of a eontradio- 
tion on which side we are to believe him. 

And here I shall premise two cautions : one of which 
I shall borrow from the rules established among writers ; 
the reasonableness of the other I shall endeavour to 
evince from a rule given us by one of the greatest 
lawyers whom this kingdom ever bred. 

The first is, that of interpreting the sense of an author 
with the utmost candour, so as not to charge him with 

y gross and invidious meaning when his words are 





3SS 



A COMMENT ON 



sosccptLble of a mucli more beniga and favourable 
sense. 

The second is. the obaervation formed upon the works 
of Judge Littleton by Lord Chief Justice Coke ; that is, 
that whenever that great lawyer is pleased to put down 
two opinions directly contradicting each other, that the 
latter opinion is always the best, and always his own. 

To apply these to the present purpose, I first ol all 
recommend to the candour of the reader, that whenever 
he shall find two assertions directly contrary to each 
other (and many such we do promise to produce him) one 
of which directly tends to take away all religion what- 
evcr* and the other as directly to establish Datuxal 
religion at least, that he will be ao kind, since it is 
impossible that my lord should have believed both, 
to imagine that he rather believed the latter ; efipeolally 
03 this latter, from its contradicting the apparent porpoee 
of the author, appears to have been last set down ; 
and, consequently, will have my Lord Coke's sanction 
in favour of the superior authority- 

Lastly, if it should ever happen that his lordship's 
sentiments should be more clearly espressod in favour of 
the worse than of the better doctrine, we will endeavour 
all that in us lies to explain and illustrate those hinta ; by 
which, we trust, he will always assist a careful and ac- 
curate examiner in rescuing the esoteric purity of his 
doctrines from that less amiable appearance in which 
their exoteric garb represents them. 

In short, we doubt not but to make it appear as a fact 
beyond all contest, that his lordship was in jest through 
the whole work which we have undertaken to examine. 
If an inflamed zealot should in his warmth compare auch 
jesting to his in the Psalmiat ; or if a cooler disposition 
should ask how it was possible to jest with matters of 
such importance ; I confess I have no defence against the 
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accusation, nor can give any satiafactory answer to the 
question* To this, indeed^ I could eay, and it is all that 
I could say, that my Lord BolingbrokB was a great 
genius, sent into the world for great and astonishing pur- 
poses. That the ends, as well of means, of action in such 
personages are above the comprehension of the vidgar- 
Thfit his life was one scene of the wonderful throughout. 
That, as the temporal happiness, the civil hbcrties and 
properties, of Europe, were the game of hia earliest youth, 
there could be no sport so adequate to the entertainment 
of his advanced age as the eternal and final happiness of 
all mankind. That this is the noblest conservation of 
character, and might, if perceived in himself, possibly 
lead our great genius to see the Supreme Being in the 
light of a dramatic poet, and that part ol his works wbich 
we inhabit as a drama. ' The sensitive inhabitants of our 
' globe,' eaya Lord Bolingbroke,* ' like the dramatia per- 

* soitfE^ have different charactera, and are applied to dif- 
' ferent purposes ol action in every scene. The several 
' parts of the material world, like the machines of a 

* theatre, were contrived not for the actors but for the 
' action ; and the whole order and system of the drama 

* would be disordered and spoiled, if any alteration was 
' made in either. The nature of every creature, his man- 

* ner of being, is adapted to his state here, to the place he 
' ia to inhabit, and, as we may say, to the part he is to 
' act.' It hath been, I think, too common with the poets 
to aggrandize their profession with such kind of similea, 
and I have, somewhere in an English dramatic writer, 
met with one so nearly resembling the above, that his 
lordship might be almost suspected to have read it like- 
wise ; but such conceits are inconsistent with any (even 
the least) pretence to philosophy. I recoQect» indeed, a 
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single inBtance, in the writiDgs oi Jordano finmo, who 
was burnt at Rome lor heresr, or^ if we believe Scioppius, 
for most horrid blasphemy, the latter end of the fifteenth 
century ; and who^ troru a want of a due correspondence 
between the passive powers of matter and the active 
power oi God^ compares the Supreme Being to a fiddler 
who hath skill to play, bub cannot for want of a fiddle* 
This, it must be confessed, ia going somewhat farther ; 
as much farther, in reality, as to descend from the stage 
to the orchestra. This ludicrous trcattnent of the Being 
so universally (for half a dosen madmen must not be 
allowed to strip any opinion of universality) acknow- 
ledged to be the cause of all things, whikt it sounds 
so ill in the grave voice of reason, very well becomes the 
lip3 ol a droll ; for novelty, boldness, and even absurdity, 
as they all tend to surpriBe, do often give a poignancy to 
wit, and serve to enhance a jest. This aSords a second 
reason why we may suspect his lordship was not over 
serious in the work before us. 

Thirdly, that his lordship never thought proper to re- 
vise this performance, is a very strong argument that he 
could not be io earnest, either in believing himself in his 
own doctrines, or in endeavouring to imprint such a 
belief on others. That he did not in fact revise his 
works is manifest, from the numerous contradictions that 
occur in them, and these often in the same page ; so that, 
for the most part, they could not escape the dullest and 
bluntest degree of penetration ; surely we cannot impute 
the repeated oversights to one who hath so explicitly 
asserted, *Tliat to be liable to contradict yourself, is to be 
liable to one of the greatest of human imperfections * An 
author, in the first hurry of setting down his thoughts on 
a subject which waims him may possibly, indeed, assert 
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two opiQions not perfectly reconcileable with each other ; 
nay, there are aome writers from whom we can leaaonably 
expect no less, srnce, as Archbishop TUIotaon observes, it 
is hard to contradict truth and nature without contra- 
dicting one's-self. But to expunge such mistakes is the 
o£5oe of revisal and correction ; and therefore a work in 
which these mistakes abound is very justly called an in- 
correct performance. As thia work therefore doth, more 
than any which I ever saw, afford us instances of wbat 
his lordship calls the greatest human imperfection, charity 
shews me no more candid way of accouBting for them 
than thia which I have mentioned. 

Lastly, the very form and title, under which the noble 
lord hath thought proper to introduce his philosophy into 
the worldj is a very strong evidence of the justice of all 
the foregoing obaervationa, We may form, I think, one 
general precept from the trite story of Archimedes ; thia 
is, not to undertake any great work mthout preconcert- 
ing such means as may be adequate to the execution. 
Now to turn the material world topsy-turvy is a project 
scarce" more difficult in appearance, than to perform the 
same notable exploit in the intellectual. And yet Archi- 
medes might as judiciously have fixed his machine in 
vaeuOj as his lordship hath chosen to argue against the 
best-establisbed systems in the intellectual world in frag- 
ments of essays. This method, not to mention the in- 
dignity it offers to the subject in dispute, is treating the 
whole body of the learned with more supercilious dis- 
respect than nature seems yet to have qualified any 
member of that body to express towards the rest of 
his brethren; end which must appear to be wonderful, 
if serious, in one who expresses so modest an opinion of 
his own critical talents ; though, as to his modesty, it 
must indeed be confessed to be somewhat seasoned with 
& due mixture of contempt. 
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Butj whatever maj lessea the idea oE his lordship's 
modesty, there is only one way to lessen that of his 
absurdity ; this is, to conclude that he waa in jest : nay. 
there is one way to see thb absurdity in an amiable 
light; for in such a light will he appear, if we suppose 
that he puts on the jack-pudding'a coat with the noble 
view ot exposing and ridiculing those pernicious tenets, 
which have lately been propagated, with a zeal more 
difHcult to be accounted for than its success. 

That such an attempt of exposing any popular error 
would always prove victorious, is, I think, extremely 
probable. My Lord Shaftesbury hath been blamed lor 
saying, ' That ridicule is one of those principal lights or 
' natural mediums by which things are to be viewed, in 
'order fci:> a thorough recognition; for that truth, it is 
' supposed, may bear all lights.' * Perhaps there may be 
some justice in this censure, as truth may by such a trial 
be subjected to misrepresentation, and become a more 
easy prey to the malice of its enemies ; a flagrant 
instance of which we have in the case of Socrates, 

But whatever objection there may be against trjring 
truth by ridicule, there can be none. I apprehend, of 
making use of its assistance in expelling and banishing 
all falsehood and imposture, when once fairly convicted, 
out of society ; aod as this method, is for this purpose 
very unexceptionable, so is it generally the moat effica- 
cious that can be invented ; as will appear by some 
examples which will occur in the course of our com- 
ment on his lordship^s essays, or fragments of easays^ 
on wliich we shall now enter without farther preface or 
apology, 

* Eflaay on the Freedom of Wit and Humour, part 1. Boct. i: 
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And here, as a proof that we are as liable to be cor- 
rupted by our books as by our companiona, I am in 
danger of setting out with & contradiction. Nay, I 
must yeb venture to do this in some degree with my 
eyes open, and must lay my defence on a distinction 
rather too nice, and which relies too much on the 
candour of my reader. 

The truth ia, our noble author's chief strength lies in 
that very circumstance which I have before asserted to 
be of itself alone a sufficient argument of his weakness ; 
whereas, on the contrary^ his manner affords such a pro- 
tection to hia matter, that if he had designed to reaerve 
to himself the sole privilege of answering tiis own doc- 
trine, he could not have invented a more ingenious or 
eHectual contrivance. It hath been alleged as a good 
reason for not aQswering certain books, that one must be 
obliged first to read them : but surely we shall find few 
men so very charitable, or so much our friends, to give 
them order and method with a view only of complt- 
menting them with an answer. 

This, however, I attempted, though I own with no 
great success ; and that not so rnuch^ I apprehend, from 
want of suflScient matter to make out such colourable 
systems as may be expected in such a writer, as from a 
certain dark, cautious, and loose manner of expressing 
his sentiments, which must arise either from a writer's 
desire of not being very easily explained, or from an 
incapacity of making himself very clearly understood. 
The difficulties arising to the commentator on these 
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fragments T will appear to be assignable only to the 
former cause ; for a very indifferent reader will be 
seldom at a loss in comprehending his tordabip in his 
own works ; but to transfer hia doctrines with their 
authority (ue, the ipse dixit ot the author) into another 
work, is often very difficult, and without long quota- 
tions, too apt to tire the reader, impossible. In this 
light a veiy fine thought of Mr. Pope's occurs to my 
memory- 

■ Tho' inde I- learning tuma no Btuiient pale, 
' It bolds the eel of 8ci«noe by the tail.' 

The beet way then ot proceeding with bo slippery a 
reaaoner ; the only way, indeed, in which I see any 
possibility of proceeding with him, is first to lay down 
some general rules^ aU of which will hereafter be proved 
out of hia writings, and then pursuing him chapter by 
chapter, to extract the several proofs, however scattered 
and dispersed, which tend to establish both parts of the 
contradictions, which I shall now set down. 

Our noble author aeta out in his first section with 
a sly insinuation, that it is possible (or the gravest of 
philosophers, on the gravest of flubjects, to advance 
propositions in jest, 'It is more probable,' says Lord 

B , ' and it is more candid to believe, that thia 

' philosopher (Deacartes) was in earnest^ than that he 
' waa in jest, when he advauced this proposition,' * 
concerning the immvifAHtti/ and eternity of certain 
math^matiGol iritths. I will add, that I believe that 
an idea of such jesting had never any iooting in the 
human head, till it first found admission into that of 
this noble lord. 

In the same section hia lordship proceeds thus : ' The 



* Cuajs, p. 1, 




LOBD BOLmoBnOKE'S ESSAYS. 



3SS 



* ancients thought matter eternal, and aaamned that the 

* DemiurgusT or Divine Architect, composed the frame 
' of the world with materials which were ready prepared, 
' and independently on him, in a confused chaoe> Much 
' in the same manner auch metaphyaiciana as the learned 

* Cudworth have imagined a sort of intellectual chaoa, a 
' chaos of eternal ideas, of incorporeal essences^ inde- 
' pendent on God, self-existent, and therefore coeval with 

* the Supreme Being, and therefore anterior to all other 
' natures. In this intellectual chaos God sees, and man 
' muat endeavour to see, the natures, the real essences of 
' things ; and thus the toundations of morality are laid 

* higher than the existence of any moral agenta, before 
' there was any syatem of being from which the obliga- 

* tions to it could reaidt* or to which they could be 
' applied ; juat as the same philosophers suppose the 
' incorporeal essences of whiie and black to have es- 

* iflted when there was no such thing as colour, and 

* those of a square and circle, when there was neither 

* form nor figure/ * 

Here I am afraid the learned peer hath gone no farther 
for his erudition than the first or second pages of Ovid's 
Metamorphoses ; for conld he be recalled from the de^id, 
contrary to his own doctrine, as he hath recalled Des- 
cartes, and were aaked whom he meant by the ancients, 
he could not certainly answer, in general, the ancient 
philosophers, for then the whole tribe of atheists would 
be ready to testify against him. If he should answer, 
that he meant the ancient theista only, and less he cannot 
be supposed to mean by those who are well-bred enough 
to suppose he meant any thing, he will be far from 
finding even among these an universal concurrence with 
hie opinion. Tbales, the chief of the Grecian sages, 
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and who is said to have first turned hiB thougbtfi to 
physiological enquiriea, afi&rmed the independent pre- 
existence of God from all et^rnitj. The wOrda of 
LaertiuB are remarkable^ and I will render them with 
the most literal exactness in my power. He aesertedt I 
Bays Laertius, ' That God was the oldest of all beings, 
' {or he existed without a ftcvious cause even in the 
' WAY OF GENEEATiox ; that the world was the most 
' beautiful of all things ; for it was created by God, 
' &c.' * This notion of the creation, Axistotle t^Ua ub, 
was agreeable to the concurrent voice of all antiquity ; 
' Al!/ says he, ^ assert the creation of the world ; but 
'they differ in this, that some will have the world aus- 
' ceptible of dissolution^ which others deny.' f On this 
occasion Aristotle names Empedocles and Heraclitus. 
but, which is somewhat remarkable, never mentions 
Thales. The opinion itself is opposed by the Stagy- 
rite; and this opposition he was forced to maLntain, 
or he must have given up the eternity of the world, 
which he very justly asserts to be inconsistent with 
any idea of its creation. But we will diamiss the 
ancients from the bar, and see bow his lordship will 
support his arraignment of the moderns. The charge 
against them is, that they have holden certain ideas, 
or incorporetil essences to be seH-existent. Concerning 
these doctrines his lordship thus harangues in the very 
same page : { Mr. Locke observes, how impoaaible 'it 
' is ior ua t« conceive certain relations, habitudes, and 

* connections, visibly included in some of our ideas, to 

* be separable irom them even by infinite power. Let 

*Dioj;. La^rt. lib, i, sect. 3(>, v'here I subtoit to the learned reader the 
(^onstTuction hp. will observe I have given to the different import of thoM 
terms ayt<-yijTor and iroirjfia ; the first of whicH may be considered &a a 
quaiifi^d, tbe tatter &s an flb«o]ut« cause. 

t Aiistot. de C^lo, Ub. l. cap. 10, { Eaaayj page G. 
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' us observe, oa this occaaioD, how impossible, or, at 
' least, how estremely difficult it is for us to separata 

* the idea of eternity from certain moral and mathe- 
' matical truths, as well as from such as are called 
' neceasarj", and are eelf-evident on one hand ; and, 
' on the other, how impoasible it is to conceive that 
'truths should exiat before the thinga to which they 
' are relative ; or particular natures and easencea, before 

* the system of univeraal nature, and when there was 
' no being but the super-essential Being.' • 

If I had any inclination to cavil, I might, with truth, 
assert, that no such passage is to be found in Mr, Locke. 
HiB words are : * In some of our ideas there are certain 
' relations, habitudes, and connections, so visibly ia- 
' eluded in the nature of the ideas themselves, that 
' we cannot conceive them separable from them by 
' any power whatsoever.' It may be answered, per- 
haps, that the violence is done rather to the expression* 
than to the meaning of this truly great man ; but if 
I should candidly admit that he seema, from the im- 
mediate contest, to mean no leas (I say seems to mean • 
for, whoever will carefully compare what is said in 
another part of the same book,t of the powers of the 
mind in forming the archetypes of its complex ideas 
of mixed modes, may possibly think he sees sufficient 
reason for resolving what is here affirmed of arbitrary 
{not infinite) power, into the human mind only) ; I may 
yet reply, that such a violence even to the expression 
of such a writer on such a subject, is by no means 
void of blame, nor even of suspicion, when it is left 
without a reference to conceal itself in a large folio, 
where it will not be easily detected by any but 
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tho6e who ar« pretty familiarly acquainted with i 
originaL 

But it is tim« to close thia article, which, I think, 
seeroB to BtabUsh contradiction the first ; for under what 
other term shall we range the arguing pro and con in 
the same breath ; for where ia the force of the accu- 
sation^ or, as a lawyer would call it, the gist of the 
indictment against poor Cudworth T is it uot (to use 
my lord's own phrase) *the laying the foundations of 
* morality higher than the existence of any moral 
^ agents T * And what says my lord to enforce the 
charge ? Why, truly, he alleges in defence of the ac- 
cused, that it was impossible for him to have done 
otherwise, and produces the authority of Mr. Locke to 
confirm this impossibility. 

The generosity of this sudden transition from accuser 
to advocate would convince all men on which side his 
lordship had here delivered his real sentiments, was it 
not somewhat controlled by Ma ha\Tng concealed from 
his readers, that the philosopher, a little afterwards, in 
the same book,* hath endeavoured to prove, aud, I 
think, actually hath proved, that there is no absurdity 
in what my Lord Bolingbroke obj ects, provided the 
doctrine be rightly understood, so as not to establish 
innate principles. That the actual existence of the sub- I 
jects of mathematical or moral idean is not in the least 
necessary to give us a sufficient evidence of the necessity 
of those ideas ; and that, in the disputes of the mathe- 
matician, as well ae of the moralist, the existence o£ 
the subject matter is rarely called in question; nor ia 
it more necessary to their demonstrations and conclu- 
aiona, than it would be to prove the truth of Tully's 
Offices, to shew that there was some man who lived 
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up to that idea of perfect goodnea&i of which Tolly hath 
given nfl a pattern. There is somewhat yery mTsterioufl 
in all this ; hut we have not promised to explain con- 
tradictiona farther than by shewing to which ude his 
lordBhip's authority seems to incline. And snrely it is 
hotter to decide in favour of posfflbilityt and to lay the 
foundations of morality too high, than to give it no 
foundation at alL 

Duunl ccHera; 
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the late increase of bobbers, 
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PROPOSALS 
FOR REMEDYING THIS GROWING ETIL. 

m VHIGH 

Tbe present leigniDg TicsB are impArtUllj eipoeed; uid the Iawb Ihftl 
rekte to the Provinon for the FooB, and to the Fimuhmeni of 
Feigns are largely and freel; eianuned. 



Non jam turU twdiocret Tiominvm Hhidinetf ntm, hmruma audacia ae 
toleranda, NViil cogitant niat cad^m, rtin inc«ndiA, nUi rajrinAt. 

Cia in CatiL Sda. 
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TO TBE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

PHILIP LORD HARDWICKE. 



MY LORD, 

Ab the refonnation of any part of our civil polity requtreB 
as much the knowledge of the atatesman aa of the lawyer, 
the following sheets are, with the Btrictest propriety, ad- 
dreaaed to a person of the highest eminence in both theae 
capacities. 

The subject of this treatise caanot be thought un- 
worthy of such a protection, because it touches only those 
cvOe which have arisen in the lower branches of our 
constitution. This consideration will account for their 
having hitherto escaped your lordship's notice ; and that 
alone will account for their having so long prevailed ; 
but your lordship will not, for this reason, think it below 
your regard ; since, however ignoble the parts may be in 
which the disease is first engendered, it will in time be 
sure to affect the whole body. 

The subject, indeed, la of such importance, that we 
may truly apply to it those words of Cicero, in his first 
book of laws ; Ad BeipubliccB formandas et slabUiendas 
vires, et ad sanandos Populos omnis pergit Qraiio, How 
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{&r I have been able to succeed in l^e execution must be 
submitted to your lordship's candooi. I hope I have no 
immodest opiuion of my own abilities ; but, in truth, I 
have much less confideuee in my authority. Indeed, the 
highest authority is necessary to any degree of success in 
an attempt of this land. Permit me, therefore, my lord, to 
fly to the protection of the highest which doth now exist, 
or which perhaps ever did exist, in this kingdom. 

This great sanction is, I am convinced, always ready to 
support what really tends to the public utility ; if I fail, 
therefore, of obtaining the honour of it, I shall be fully 
satisfied that I do not deserve it, and shall eit down con- 
tented with the merit of a good intent ; for surely there is 
some praise due to the bare design of doing a service to 
the public. Nor can my enemies, I think, deny that I 
am entirely disinterested in my endeavour, unless they 
should discover the gratification which my ambition finds 
in the opportunity of this address. I am, with the most 
profound respect, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient. 

Most devoted humble servant, 
HENRY FIELDING. 



PREFACE. 



There is nothing so much talked of, and so little under- 
stood in tliia country aa the Conatitution. It is a word in 
the mouth of every man ; and yet when we come to dis- 
course of the matter there is do subject on which our ideas 
are more confused and perplexed. Some, when they speak 
of the constitution* confine their notions to the law ; others 
to the legislature ; others, again* to the governing or ex- 
ecutive part; and many there are, who jumble all these 
together in one idea. One error, however, is common to 
them all ; for all seem to have the conception of Bome- 
thing uniform and permanent, as if the constitution of 
England partook rather of the nature of the snil than of 
the climate, and was a.'^ fixed and constant as the former, 
not as changing and variable as the latter. 

Now in this word. The ConstUutiorit are included the 
original and fundamental laws of the kingdom, from 
whence all powers are derived, and by which they are 
circumscribed ; all legislative and executive authority ; all 
those municipal provisions which are commonly called 
The Laws ; and, lastly, the customs, manners, and habits 
of the people. These, joined together, do, I apprehend, 
form the political, as the several membexH of the body, 
the animal economy, with the humours and habit, com- 
pose that which is called the natural constitution* 

The Greek philosophy will, perhaps, help us to a better 
idea ; for neither will the several constituent parts, nor 
the contexture of the whole, give an adequate notion of the 
word. By the Constitution is, indeed, rather meant some- 
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thing which results from the order and deposition of the 
whole ; something resembling that harmony for which 
the Theban in PltUo's Ph<sdo contends ; which he c&lia, 
oopaTQi' Tt «al atrcjparoi'^ sottietkimj invisMe and tncorpareai. 
For many of the Greeks imagined the soul to result from 
KpatTi^, or composition of the parts of the body, when these 
were properly tempered together ; as harmony doth from 
the proper composition of the several parts in a well- 
tuned musical instrument : lu the same manner, from the 
disposition of the eeverial parts in a atate, arises that 
which we call the Constitution. 

In this disposition the laws have so considerable a 
share, that, as no man can perfectly understand the whole, 
without knowing the parts of which it is composed, it 
follows, that, to have a just notion of our constitution 
without a competent knowledge of the laws, is impoe- 
sible. Without this, the reading over our hidtoriana may 
afford amusement, but will very little instruct us in the 
true esseotials of our constitution. Nor will this know- 
ledge alone serve our purpose. The mere lawyer, how- 
ever skilful in hia profession, who is not versed in the 
genius, mannersj and habits ol the people, makes but a 
wretched politician. Hence the historian, who is ignorant 
of our law, and the lawyer, who is ignorant of our history, 
have agreed in that common error, remarked above, of 
considering oui constitution as Bomething hxed and per- 
manent ; for the exterior form of government (however 
the people are changed) still, in a great degree, remains 
what it was ; aud the same, notwithstanding all its 
alterations, may be said of the law. 

To explain this a little farther ; From the original of 
the lower house of parliament to thh day, the supreme 
power hath been vested in the king and the two houses of 
parliament. These two houses have, each at difierent 
times, carried very different weights in the balance, and 




inchease of nosBEns, ^c 



34' 



\ 



yet the form of govemtnent remained atili one and the 
dame ; fio hath it happened to the law ; the same courts 
of justice, the aaroe form of trials, &c, have preserved the 
notion of identity, though, in real truth, the present 
governing powers, and the preaent legal provisions, bear 
so little resemblance to those of our ancestors in the 
reign of King John, or indeed in later times, that eould 
any lawyer or statesman of those days be recalled to life, 
he would make, I believe, a very indifferent figure in 
Westminster- hall, or in any of the parts there adjacent. 

To perceive the alterations in our constitution, doth, 
in fact, require a pretty just knowledge both of the 
people and of the laws ; for either of theee may be 
gre-fttly changed, without producing any immediate effect 
on the other. The alterations in the great wheels of 
state above-mentioned^ which are eo visible in our his- 
torians, are not noticed in our laws, as very few of the 
great changes in the law have fallen under the eye of our 
historians. 

Many of both kinds have appeared in our constitution ; 
but I shall at preaent confine myself to one only, as 
being that which principally relates to the subject of the 
following treatise. 

If the constitution, as I have above asserted, be the 
result of the disposition of the several parts before- 
mentionedr it follows, that this disposition can never be 
altered, without prCKiucing a proportional change to the 
constitution. 'If the soul/ says Simmias in Plato, * be 

* a harmony resulting from the disposition of the cor- 

* poreal parts, it follows, that when this disposition is 
' confounded, and the body is torn by diseases or other 
^ evils, the soul immediately {whatever be her divinity) 
' must perish.' Thb will be apparent, if we cast our 
eyes a moment towards the animal economy ; and it is 
no less true in the political. 
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The customs, marmers^ and habite of the people, do, 
as I have Baid, form one part of the political constitution ; 
if these are altered, therefore, this must be chauged 
likewiee ; aod here, as in the natural body, the disorder 
of any part will, in its consequence, affect the whole. 

One known division of the people in this nation is 
into the nobilitj^, the gentry, and the commonalty. What 
alterations have happened among the two former of these, 
I shall not at present inquire ; but that the last, in their 
cufltoms, manners, and habita, are greatly changed from 
what they wert, I think to make appear. 

If we look into the earliest ages, we shall find the 
condition of this third part to have been very low and 
mean, The highest order of this rank, before the con- 
quest, were those tenants in socage, who held their lands 
by the service of the plough ; who, as Lyttleton tells us, 
' were to come with their plough for certain days in 
' the year, to plough and sow the demesne of the 

* lords ; ' as the villans, aaith the same author, ' were to 
' carry and recarry the dung of his lord, spread it upon 

* his land, and to perform such like services,* 

This latter was rightly accounted a slavish tenure. 
The villana were indeed considered in law as a kind of 
chattel belonging to their masters ; for though the^se had 
not the power of life and death over them, nor even of 
maiming them with impunity, yet these villans had not 
even the capacity of purchasing lands or goods ; but the 
lord on such purchase, might enter into the one, and seize 
the other for his own use. And as for the land which 
they held in villenagej though Lord Coke says, it was 
not orJy held at the will of the lord, but according to 
the custom of the manor ; yet, in ancient times, if the 
lord ejected them^ they were manifestly without remedy. 

And as to the former, though they were accounted 
freemen, yet were they obliged to swear fealty to their 
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lord ; and though Mr. Rapin be mistaken, when he Bays 
they could not alienate the land (tor before the statute 
of Magna Chartay chap. 32, they could have given or 
sold the whole, but without any alteration of the tenure) 
yet was the estate of these but very meaji. ^ Though 
' they are called freemen^* says Lord Coke, ' yet they 
'ploughed, harrowed, reaped, and mowed, &c., for the 
' lord ; ' and Bractoo, IHcuniuT Socmanni eo quod deputati 
sutU tatUummodo ad ctdturam. 

Besides auch as were bound by their tenures to the 
service of agriculture, the number of freemen below the 
degree of gentry, and who got their livelihood in the mer- 
cantile or mechanical way, was very inconsiderable. As 
to the servants they were chiefly bound by tenure, and 
those of the lower sort differed verj' little from slaves. 

That this estate of the commonalty is greatly changed, 
is apparent ; and to this alteration many causes in sub- 
sequent ages have contributed. 

Fi^A^ the oath of fealty, or fidelity, which of old time 
was administered with great ceremony, became after- 
wards to be omitted ; and though this fealty still re- 
mained incident to every socage tenure, yet the omission 
of the form was not without its consequences ; for, as 
Lord Coke says, speaking of homage, PrudejU antiquif.i/ 
didy f(yr the more solemnihj and better memory and obser- 
vation of thai which is to be done, express sitbstances under 
txremonies, 

2ndl^, Whereas in the ancient tenures the principal 
reservation was of personal services from the inferior 
tenants, the rent being generally trifling, such as hens, 
capons, rosea, spurs, hawks, &c,, afterwards the avarice 
or necessity of the lords incited them to convert these 
for the moat part into money, which tended greatly to 
weaken the power of the lord, and to raise the freedom 
and independency of the teuant._ 
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3r<%. The dismembering manoia b^ leases for jeaie, 
as it flowed from the aame souroee, so it produced the 
same effects. These were probably verj' rare before 
the reign of Edward I. at which time the statute of 
Gloucester secured the estate of this tenant. 

4£fdrjf The estate of the villain or copyhold seems 
clearly, as I have said, to have originally been holden 
only at the will uf the lord ; but the law was afterwards 
altered, and in the reign of Edward IV. some of the best 
judges were of opinion, that it the copyholder was un- 
lawfully ejected by hia lord, he should have an action of 
trespass against him at the common law. 

From this time the estate of the copyholder (which, 
as BrittOE tells us. was formerly a base tenure) began 
to grow into repute, and, though still distinguished in 
some privileges from a freehold, became the possesaioD 
of many opulent and powerful persona. 

By these and such like means the commonalty, by 
degrees, shook off their vassalage, and became more 
and more independent on their superiord. Even ser- 
vants, in process of time, acquired a state of freedom 
and independency, unknown to this rank in any other 
nation, and which, as the law now stands, is inconsistent 
with a servile condition- 
But nothing hath wrought such an alteration in this 
order of people, as the introduction of trade. Thia hath 
iudeed ^iven a new face to the whole nation, hath in 
a great measure subverted the former state of affairs, 
and hath almost totally changed the manners, eustoma, 
and habits ol the people, more especially of the lower 
sort. The narrowness of their fortune is changed into 
wealth ; the simplicity of their manners into craft ; their 
frugality into luxury ; their humility' into pride, and their 
subjection into equality, 
The philosopher, perhaps, wUl think thia a bad ex- 
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change, and may be inclined to cry out with the 

poet, 

Sfpvior armu 

Luxvria incuhuii. 



m. 



u 



NvUutn cnWn abesS^ /aciniu^jue tibidinis, ex ^w 
Paiipertaa Romana peril. 



Prima feregrinos obsctEna jtecunia mores 
ItUuIU. rf turpi /rt^tTunt 6<Ei:iUa ItiXU 
Divitia moUea 



But the politician finds many emolnments to eompen- 
Bate all the moral eviJs introduced by trade, by which the 
grandeur and power of the nation is carried to a pitch 
that it could never otherwise have reached ; arts and 
sciences are improved, and human life ia embellished 
with every ornament, and furnished with every comfort, 
.which it is capable of tasting. 

In all theae asaertiona he ia right ; but anrely he forgets 
himself a little, when he joins the philosopher in lament- 
ing the introduction of luxury aa a casual evil ; for as 
riches are the certain consequence of trade, so is luxury 
the no IcflS certain consequence of riches ; nay, trade 
and luxury do indeed support each other ; and thia 
Latter, in its turn, becomes as useful to trade, as trade 
had been before to bhe support of luxury. 

To prevent this consequence therefore of a flourishing 
commerce is totally to change the nature of things, and 
to separate the effect from the cause, A matter as im- 
possible in the political body as in the natural. Vices 
and diseases, with like physical necessity, arise from 
certain habits in both ; and to restrain and palliate the 
evil conBequences, is all that lies within the reach of 
art. How far it is the business of the politician to 
interfere in the case of luxury, we have attempted to 
shew in the following treatise. 
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Now, to conceive that so great a change as this id the 
people should produce no change in the constitutioD, is to 
discover, I thinks as great ignorance as would appear in 
the physician, who should asaert, that the whole state of 
the blood mfty be entirely altered from poor to rich, from 
cool to inflamed, without producing any alteration in the 
constitution of the man- 
To put this in the clearest light ; there appear to me to 
be tour aorta of political power ; that of bodily strength, 
that of the mind, the power of the purse, and the power 
of the sword. Under the second of these divisions may 
be ranged all the art of the legislator and politician, all 
the power of laws and government. These do constitute 
the civil power ; and a state may then be said to be in 
good order, when all the other powers are subservient to 
this ; when they own its superior excellence and energy, 
pay it a ready obedience, and all unite in support of Its 
rule. 

But so far are these powers from paying such volun- 
tary submisaion, that they are all extremely apt to rebel, 
and to assert their own superiority ; but none ia mote re- 
bellious in its nature, or more difficult to be governed. 
than that of the purse or money- Self-opinion, arro- 
gance, insolence, and impatience of rule, are its almost 
inseparable companion a. 

Now if these assertions are true, what an immense ac- 
ccsflion of this power hath accrued to the commonalty by 
the increaae ol trade ; for though the other orders have 
acquired an addition by the same means, yet thie is not 
in the same proportion, aa every reader, who will revolve 
the proposition but a moment in his own mind, must be 
aatiflfied. 

And what may we hence conclude ? Is that civil 
power, which was adapted to the government of this 



order of people in that state in which they were at the 
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conquest, capable of ruling them in their present situa- 
tion ? Hath this civil power kept equal pace with them 
in the increaeo of its force* or hath it not rather, by the 
Teokiflflness of the magistrate, lost much of its ancient 
energy ? Where la now that power of the sherifT, which 
could formerly awaken and arm a whole county in an 
instant 7 where is that posse comitatus, which attended 
at his beck ? What is become of the constitutions of 
Alfred* which the reader will find set forth at large in 
the foUowing treatise ? what of the ancient conservators 
of the peace ? Have the justices, on whom this whole 
I power devolves^ an authority sufficient for the purpose 1 
I In some counties, perhaps, you may find an overgrown 
tyrant, who lords it over his neighbours and tenants with 
r despotic away, and who is as regardless of the law as he 
I is ignorant of it ; but as to the magistrate of a less for- | 
tune, and more knowledge, every riotous independent ■ 
butcher or baker, with two or thiec thousand pounds 
I in his pocket, laughs at his power, and every petty- 1 

^fogger makes him tremble, J 

It is a common and popular complaint, that the justices' 
of peace have already too much power* Indeed, a veryf- 
little is too much, if it be abused ; but, in truth, this 
complaint proceeds from a mistake of business for power : 
The business of the justice is indeed multiplied by a great" 
number of statutes ; but I know not of any (the riot act 
perhaps excepted) which hath at all enlarged his power. 
I And what the force of that act is, and how able the 
magistrate is, by means of the civil power alone, to 
execute it in any popular commotion, I have myself 
experienced. But when a mob oi chairmen or servants, 
or a gang of thievce and sharpers, are almost too big tax 
the civil authority to suppress, what must be the case in & 
seditious tumult, or general riot of the people ? 

From what hath been said, I may, I think, conclude, 

^ VOL. X, A A 
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that the constitution of this country is altered from its 
ancient state. 

2ndiy^ That the power of the conimooaltj hath re- 
ceived atL immense addition; and that the civil power 
having not increased, but decreased, io the same pro- 
portion, is not able to govern them. 

What may and must be the consequences of this, aa 
well as what remedy can be applied to it, 1 leave to 
the consideration of others ; I have proceeded far enough 
already on the subject, to draw sufficient iU-will on my- 
self, &om unmeaning or ill-meaning people, who either 
do not foresee the mischievous tendency of a total relaxa- 
tion of government, or who have some private wicked 
purpose to e3ect from public confusioo. 

In plain truth, the principal design of this whole work, 
is to rouse the ciyil power from its present lethargic 
state, A design, which alike opposes those wild notions 
of liberty that are inconsistent with all government, and 
those pernicious schemes of government which are de- 
Btmctive of true liberty. However contrary Indeed these 
principles may aeem to each other, they have both the 
same common interest ; or, rather, the former are the 
wretched tools of the latter ; for anarchy ia almost sure 
to end in some kind of tyranny. 

Dr. Middleton, in his life of Cicero, hath a fine observa- 
tion to my present purpose, with which I will conclude 
this Preface. 

' * From the railleries of the Romans (says he) on the 
' barbfiTity and tnisery of our islaitd, one cannot help re- 
' decting on the surprising fate and revolutions of king- 
' dome ; how Rome, once the mistress of the world, the 
' seat of arts, empLrc, and glory, now lies sunk in sloth^ 
' ignorance, and poverty ; enslaved to the moat cruel, aa 
' well aa to the most contemptible of tyrants, su-perstitiony 
' and Teligious imposture : while this remote country 
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anciently the jest and contempt of the polite Romans^ 
19 become the happy seat of liberty, plenty, and letters ; 
flourishing in all the arte and refinements of civil life ; 
yet rimning, perhaps, the same course, which Rome 
itself had run before it ; from virtuous industry to 
wealth ; from wealth to luxury ; from luxury to aa 
impatience of discipline and corruption of morals ; 
till, by a total degeneracy and loss of virtue, being 
grown ripe for destruction, it falls a prey at last to 
Bome hardy oppressor, and, with the loss of liberty, 
losing every thing else that is valuable, sinba gradually 
again into its original barbarism/ 
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OTTO TBI OXCSIS Of 

THE LATE^INCEEASE OF ROBBERS, 
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INTRODUCTION 

The great increase of robberies within these few years 
is an evil which to me appears to deserve some attention ; 
and the rather as it seems (though already become so 
flftgraDt) not yet to have arrived to that height of which 
it is capable, and which it ia likely to attain ; for diaeasea 
in the political, as in the natural body, seldom fail 
going on to their crisis, especially when nourished and 
encouraged by faults in the constitution. In fact, I 
make no doubt, but that the streets of this town, and 
the roadfl leading to it, will shortly be impassable with*'^ 
out the utmost hazard ; nor are we threatened with 
seeing less dangerous gangs of rogues among us, than 
those which the Italians call the Banditti. 

Should this ever happen to be the case, we shall have 
sufficient reason to lament that remissness by which 
this evil was aufiered to grow to so great a height. All 
distempers, if I may once more resume the allusion, 
the sooner they are opposed, admit of the easier and the 
safer cure. The great difficulty of extirpating desperate 
gao^ of robbers, when once collected into a body, 
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appesTB from oui own history in former times. France 
hath given qb a later example in the long reign of 
Cartouche, and his banditti ; and this under an abaolnte 
monarchy, which affords much more speedy and effica- 
cious remedies against these political disorders, than can 
be administered in a free state, whose forms of correctiou 
are extremely slow and uncertain, and whose punish- 
ments are the mildest and the most void of terror of 
any oth^ in the known world. 

For my own part, I cannot help regarding these 
depredations in a most serious light ; nor can I help 
wondering that a nation so jealous of her liberties, that 
from the slightest cause, and often without any cause 
at all, we are always murmuring at our superiors, should 
tamely and quietly support the invasion of her proper- 
ties by a few of the lowest and vilest among us : doth 
not this situation in reality level iia with the moat on- 
slaved countries 7 If I am to be assaulted, and pillaged, 
and plundered ; if I can neither sleep in my own house 
nor walk the streets, nor travel in safety ; is not my 
condition almost equally bad whether a licensed or un- 
licensed rogue, a dragoon or a robber, be the person 
who assaults and plunders me ? The only difierence 
which I can perceive is^ that the latter evil appears to 
be more easy to remove. 

If this be, as I clearly think it is, the case, surely 
there are few matters of more general concern than to 
put an immediate end to these outrages, which are 
already become so notorious, and which, as I have ob- 
served, seem to threaten us with such a dangerous in- 
crease. What indeed may not the public apprehend, 
when they are informed as an unquestionable fact, that 
there are at this time a great gang of rogues, whose 
number falls little short of a hundred, who are incor- 
porated in one body, have officers and a iteBsary, and 
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liave reduced theft and robbery into a regular system. 
There are of thia society men who app&ar in all disguiBes, 
and mis in most companied. Nor arc they better versed 
in every art of cheating, thieving, and robbing, than 
they are armed with every method of evading the law, 
ii they should ever be discovered, and an attempt made 
to bring them to justice. Here, if they fail in rescuing 
the prisoner, or (which seldom happens) in bribing or 
deterring the prosecutor, they have for their last resource 
some rotten members of the law to forge a defence for 
tbem. and a great number of false witnesses ready to 
support it* 

Having seen the most convincing proofs of all this, 
I cannot help thinking it high time to put some stop to 
the farther progress of such impudent and audacious 
insults, not only on the properties of the subject, but on 
the national justice, and on the laws themselves. The 
means of accomplishing this (the beat which suggest 
themselves to me) I shall submit to the public consider- 
ation, after having first enquired into the causes of the 
present growth of this evil, and whence we have great 
reason to apprehend its farther increase. Some of these, 
I am too well versed in the affairs of this world to expect 
to see removed ; but there are others, which, without 
being over sanguine, we may hope to remedy ; and thus 
perhaps one ill consequence, at least, of the more stub- 
bom political diseases may cease. 





SECTION L _ 

Of too freqitent and expensive diversions Qmong the lower 
kind of pecfjtle. 

First then, I think, that the vast torrent oi luxury, 
which of late yes-rs hath poured itdelF into this nation, 
hath greatly contributed to produce, among many others, 
the mischief 1 here complain of. I am not here to 
satirize the great, among whom luxury is probably 
rather a moral than a political evil. But ricea no more 
than diseases will stop with them ; for bad habits are 
as infectious by example, as the plague itself by contact. 
In free countrieSf at leaBt, it is a branch of liberty 
claimed by the people to be as wicked and as profligate 
as their saperiora. Thua while the nobleman will emu- 
late the grandeur of a prince, and the gentleman will 
aspire to the proper etate of the nobleman, the tradesman 
steps from behind his counter into the vacant place of 
the gentleman. Nor doth the confusion end here ; it 
reaches the very dregs of the people, who aspiring still 
to a degree beyond that which belongs to them., and not 
being able by the fruits of honest labour to support the 
state which they affect, they disdain the wages to which 
their industry would entitle them ; and abandoning them- 
selves to idleness, the more simple and poor-spirited be- 
take themselves to a state of starving and beggary, while 
thoae of more art and courage become thieves, sharpers, 
and robbers. 

Could luxury be confined to the palaces of the great, 
the society would not, perhaps, be iniich aHected with 
it ; at least, the mischiefs^ which I am now intending to 
obviate, can never be the consequence. For though^ 
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perhaps, there la not more oE real virtue in the higher 

state, yet the sense of honour is there more general and 
prevalent. But there is a much stronger reason. The 
means bear no probable proportion to the end ; for the 
loss of thousands, or of a great eatate> ia not to be 
relieved or supplied by any meanfi of common theft 
or robbery, — With regard to such evils, therefore, the 
legislature might be juBtlfied in leaving the puniahment 
as well as the pernicious consequence, to end in the 
misery , diatresB, and sometimes utter ruin of a private 
fjimily. But when this vice descends downward to the 
tradesman, the mechanic, and the labourer, it ia certain 
to engender many political mischiefs, and among the reat 
it is most evidently the parent of theft and robbery, to 
which not only the motive of want but of shame con- 
duces ; for there ia no greater degree of shame than the 
tradesman generally feels at the first inability to make 
his regular payments ; nor ia there any difficulty which 
he would not undergo to avoid ib. Here then the high- 
way promises, and hath, I doubt not, often given relief. 
Nay, I remember very lately a highwayman who con- 
fessed several robberies before me, hia motive to which, 
he assured me (and so it appeared), was to pay a bill 
that was shortly to become due. In this case, therefore, 
the public becomes interested, and consequently the legis- 
lature is obliged to interpose. 

To give a final blow to luxury by any general prohi- 
bition, if it would be advisable, is by no meaoa possible. 
To say the truth, bad habits in the body politic, espe- 
cially if of any duration, are seldom to be wholly eradi- 
cated. Palliatives alone are to be applied ; and these 
too in a free constitution must be of the gentlest kind, 
and as much as possible adapted to the taste and genius 
of the people. 

The gentlest method which I know, and at the same 




302 



CAV8SS OF THS 



time perhaps one of the most effectual, of stopping the 
progress of vice, is by removing the temptation. Now 
the two great motives t*) luxury, in the mind of men, 
are vanity and voluptuoueneas. The former of these 
operates but little in this regard with the lower order 
of people. I do not mean that they have leas of this 
passion than their betters, but the apparent impossibility 
of gratifying it this way deters them, and diverts at least 
this passion into another channel ; for we find it put6 
them rather on vying with each other in the reputation 
ot wealth, than in the outward appearance of show and 
grandeur. Voluptuousness, or the love ot pleasure, is 
that alone which leads them into luxury. Here then 
the temptation ia with all possible care to be withdrawn 
from them. 

Now what greater temptation can there be to volup- 
tnousness, than a place where every sense and appetite 
of which it is compounded, are fed and delighted ; where 
the eyes are feasted with show, and the ears with music, 
and where gluttony and drunkenness are allured by every 
land ot dainty ; nay, where the finest women are exposed 
to view, and where the meanest person who can dress 
himself clean, may in some degree mix with his betters, 
and thus peihaps satisfy his vanity as well as his love 
of pleasure ? 

It may possibly be said that these diversions are cheap : 
I answer, that is one objection I have to them ; was the 
price as high as that of a ridotto, or an opera, it would, | 
like these diversions, be confined to the higher people 
only ; besides, the cheapness ia really a delusion. Un* 
thinking men are often deceived into expence, as I once 
knew an honest gentleman, who carried his wife and | 
two daughters to a masquerade, being told that he could 
have four tickets for four guineas ; but found afterwards, 
that in diesses^ masques, chairs, &c,, the rnght' 
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tainment coat liim almoBt twelve, I am convinced that 
many thousands of honest tradesmen have found their 
expences exceed their computation in a much greater 
proportion, Aud the sum of seven or eight shillings 
(which is a very moderate allowance for the entertain- 
ment of the smallest family) repeated once or twice a 
week through a fiummeit will make too large a deduc- 
tion from the reasonable profits of any low mechanic- 

Besidea the actual expence in attending these places 
of pleasure, the loss of time, and neglect of bueinese, 
are consequences which the inferior tradesman can by 
no means support. To be bom for no other purpose 
than to consume the fruits of the earth is the privilege 
(if it may be really called a privilege) of very few* The 
greater part of mankind must eweat hard to produce 
them, or society will no longer answer the purposes for 
which it wofi ordained. Six days shall thou ktbour, was 
the positive command of God in his own republic, A 
severity, however, which the divine wisdom was pleased 
somewhat to relax ; and appointed certain times ol rest 
and recreation for his people. Such were the feasts of 
the unleavened bread, the feast of the weeks, and the 
feast of the tabernacles. On which occasions it is 
written. Thou skalt rejoice before the Lord thy God, thou, 
and thy son, and thy daughter^ and thy servant, and thy 
maid, and the Levite thai is mthin thy gates, and the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow* 

All other nations have imitated this divine institution. 
It is true, among the Greeks, arising from the nature of 
theii superstition, there were many festivals ; yet scarce 
any of these were universal, and few attended with any 
other than religious ceremonies. f The Roman calendar 

• Eiod- chap- ixsiv_ Dent. chap. rri. 

t The goda, A^ye Plato, pitying tbe laborious conditioD to which men 
ivere bom, Appelated holj litee to themeeJves, aa eeasoiifi oi ro£t to men ; 
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ia thimiei strewed with these seasons oF idleDesa. Indeed 
there fieems to have been one only kind of universal 
eport and revelling amonget them, which they called the 
Saiumalia^ when much too great indulgencG was given 
to all kind^ of licentiousness Public ecenea of rendez- 
vous they had none. Aa to the Grecian women, it is 
well known they were almost entirely confined to their 
own houses ; where the very entertainment of their finest 
ladiee was only works of the finer sort. And the Romans 
by the Orchian law, which was made among many others 
for the suppression of luxury, and was published in the 
third year from Cato's censorship, thought proper to limit 
the number of persons who were to assemble even at any 
private feast.* Nay, the exhibitions of the theatre were 
suJieied only at particular seasons, and on holidays. 

Nor are our own laws silent on this bead, with regard 
at least to the lowest sort of people, whose diversions 
have been confined to certain stated times, Mr Piilton.t 
speaking of those games and assemblies of the people 
which are lawful, says, that they are lawful at certain 
places and seasons of the year, allowed by old and 
ancient customs. The statute of Henry VIII.J goes 
farther, and expre^ly enacts, that no manner of artificer 
or craftsman, of any handicraft or occupation, husband- 
man, apprentice, &c., shall play at the tables, tennis, dice, 
cards, bowls, Ac,, out of Christmas, under the penalty 
of 20^. 

Thus we find that by divine as well as human institu- 
tion, as well by our own laws aa those of other countries, 
the diversions of the people have been limited and re- 
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and g&Tr them the Muaes, with ApoJIa their le&der. aad Bacchus, to 
a^ifit in th« c?alcbr&tbnfl, &c. De Leg. I. ii, p. 1^1. «dit. Ficini. 

* Mac^ob. Satutniil. lib, li. c. liii. Note, This Riot Act puued in 
one oC the frcGst &ge£ of the Komac repubiic- 

t De Pace, foL 25. } 33 Hen. VIII. c. ii. 
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fitrained to certain seasons ; under whicli limitatione, 
Seneca calls these diversions the necessary temperament 
of labour. ' Some remission/ saye he, * must be given to 
' out mindSf whicb wiii spriEg up the better, and more 
' briak from rest. It ia with the mind as with a fruitful 

* field, whose fertility will be exhausted if we give it no 
'intermission. The same will accrue to the mind by 
' incessant labours, whereas both from gentle remission 

* will acquire strength* From constant labour arises a 

* certain dulness and languor of the spirits ; nor would 

* men with such eagerness affect them, if sport or merri- 

* ment had not a certain natural sweetness inherent in 

* themselvefi ; the frequent use of which however will 
' destroy all gravity and force in our minds. Sleep is 

* necessary to oui refreshment, but if this be continued 
' night and day, it will become death. There is a great 

* difference between the remission of any thing and its 
' dissolution* Lawgivers, therefore, instituted certain 

* holidays, that the people n^ht be compelled by law 

* to merriment, interposing this as a necessary tempera- 

* ment to their labours,'* 

Thus the Greek and Latin phUoaophera, though they 
derive the institution differently, the one alleging a divine 
and the other a human original, both agree that a neces- 
sary relaxation from labour was the only end for which 
diversion was invented and allowed to the people. This 
institution, as the former of these great writers tells us, 
was grossly perverted even in his time ; but surely 
neither then, nor in any age or nation, until now, was 
this perversion carried to so scandalous an excess as it 
is at present In this kingdom, and especially in and near 
the metropolis, where the places of pleasure are almost 
become numberless ; for, besides those great scenes of 

* Sen. De Tranquill. Animi, p, 167. edit. lips. 
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lendezTooB, where th€ noblemaii and his tailor, the lady 
of quality aod her tirewoman, meet together and form 
one commott assembly, what an immense variety of 
places have this town and its neighbourhood set apart 
for the amusement of the lowest order of the people ; 
and where the master uE the house, or wells, or garden, 
may be said to angle only in the kennels, where, baiting 
with the vilcat materiala, he catches only the tboughtleas 
and tasteless rabble ; theae are carried ou. Dot on a single 
day. or in a single week ; but all of them during half, 
and some during the whole year- 

n the computation was made of the money expended 
in these temples of idleness by the artificer, the handi- 
craft, the apprentice, and even the coramon labourer, the 
sum would appear excessive ; but without putting mysell 
to that trouble, I believe the reader will permit me to 
conclude that it is much greater than such persons can 
or ought to afford ; especially as idleneaa, its necessary 
attendant, adds greatly to the debtor's side iji the ac- 
coimt ; and that the necessary consequence mufit be 
ruin to many, who, from being useful members of the 
society, will become a heavy burden or absolute nuisance 
to the public. It being indeed a certain method to dll 
the streets with beggars, and the gaols with debtors and 
thieves. 

That this branch of luxury hath grown to its present 
height, is owing partly to a defect in the laws ; and this 
defect may, with great decency and respect to the le^fl- 
lature, be very truly imputed to the recency of the evil ; 
for as our ancestors knew it not, they may be well ex- 
cused for not having foreeccn and guarded against it. 
If therefore it should seem now necessary to be re- 
trenched, a new law will, I apprehend, be necessary for 
that purpose ; the powers of the magistra,te being scarce 
extensive enough, under any provision extant^ to destroy 
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a, hydra now become so pregnant and dangeroua. And 
it would be too dangerous as well as too invidious a task 
to oppose the mad humouTH o{ the populace, by the force 
of any doubtful ubaolete law ; wliich, as I have hictod 
before, could not have been directly levelled at a vice 
which did not exiat at the time when the law was 
made. 

But while I am recommending some restraint of this 
branch of luxury^ which surely appears to be necessary, 
I would be understood to aim at the retrenchment only, 
not at the extirpation of diversion ; nay, and in thia 
restraintt I coniine myself entirely to the lower order 
of people. PleasQie always hath been, and always will 
be, the principal business of persons of fashion and for- 
tune, and more especially of the ladies, for whom I have 
infinitely too great an honour and respect to rob them of 
any their least amusement. Let them have their plays, 
opeias, and oratorios, their masquerades and ridottos ; 
their assemblies, drums, routs, riots, and hurricanes ; 
their Ranelagh and Vaushall ; their Bath, Tunbridge^ 
Bristol. Scarborough, and Cheltenham ; and let them 
have tbeir beaus and danglers to attend them at all 
these; it is the only use for which such beaus are 
fit ; and I have seen, in the course of ,my life, that 
it is the only one to which, by sensible women, they 
are applied. 

In diversions, aa in many other particulars, the upper 
part of life is distinguiated from the lower. Let the 
great therefore answer for the employment of their 
time to themselves, or to their spiritual governors, The 
societ}' will receive some temporal advantage from their 
luxury. The more toys which children of all ages con- 
sume, the brisker will be the circulation of money, and 
the greater the increase of trade. 

The businesa of the politician is only to prevent the 
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contagion from spreading to the useful part of mankind, 
the EIlinONON nE*l>TKOS FENOS ; * and tliia is the 
bufiineaa of persons of fashion and fortune too, in order 
that the labour and industry of the rest may administer 
to their pleasures, and furaiah them with the meana of 
luxury. To the upper part of mankind time is an enemy, 
and (as they themselves often confess) their chief labour 
is to kill it ; whereas, with the others, time and money 
are almost synonymous ; and as they have very little of 
each to spare, it becomes the legislature, as much as 
possible, to suppress all temptations whereby they may 
be induced too profusely to squander either the one or 
the other ; since all such profusion must be repaired at 
the coat of the public. 

Such places of pleasure, therefore, as are totally set 
apart for the use of the great world, I meddle not with. 
And though Ranelagh and Vauxhall, by reason of their 
price, are not entirely appropriat-ed to the people of 
fashion, yet they are seldom frequented by any below 
the middle rank ; and a strict regard to decency is 
preserved in them both- But surely two such places 
are sufficient to contain all those who have any title 
to spend their time in this idle, though otherwise 
innocent way. Nor should such a fashion be allowed 
to spread into every village in London, and by degrees 
all over the kingdom ; by which means, not only idle- 
ness, but all kinds of immorality, will be encouraged* 

I cannot dismiss thia bead, without mentioning a 
notorious nuisance which hath lately arisen in this 
town ; I mean, those balls where men and women 
of loose reputation meet in diaguiaed habits. Aa to the 
masquerade in the Haymarket, I have nothing to say ; 
I think really it is a silly rather than a vicious enter- 
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tainment ; but the case b very different with these 
inferior masquerades ; for these are indeed no other 
than the temples oF dnmkeiine8S, lewdoesa, and oil 
kind of debauchery. 




SECTION n. 



0/ drunkenness, a second consequence of luxury among 

the vulgau 

But the expence of money, and loss ol timc> with their 
certain consequences, are not the only evils which attend 
the luxury of the vulgar ; drunkenness la almost in- 
separably annexed to the pleasures of such people. A 
vice by no means to be construed as a spiritual oSence 
alone, since so many temporal mischiefs arise from it ; 
amongst which are very frequently robbery and murder 
itself, 

I do not know a more excellent institution than that of 
Pittacus, mentioned by Aristotle in his Politics ; • by 
which a blow given by a drunken man^ was more 
severely punished than it it had been given by one 
that was sober ; for Pittacus, says Aristotle, considered 
the utility of the pitbtic {as drunken men ere more apt 
to strike) and not the excuse^ which might otherwise be 
allowed to their drunkenness^ And so far both the civil 
law and our own have followed this institution, that 
neither have admitted drunkenness to be an excuse for 
any crime, 

This odioufl vice (indeed the parent of all others), as 
history informs us, was first introduced into this kingdom 
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by the Danes, antl with very mischievous effects. Where- 
fore that excelleot prince Edgar the Peaceable, when he 
eet about reforming the manners of his people, applied 
himself very particuhirly to the remedy oi this great 
evil, and ordered silver or gold pine to be fixed to tlie 
sides of their pots and cups, beyond which it was not 
lawful for any person to drink.* 

What penalty was affiled to the breach of tixis inatitu- 
tion I know not ; nor do I find any punishment in our 
hooka for the crime of drunkennese, till the time of Jac. 
I. in the loiutli year of whose reign it was enacted, 
' That Qveiy person lawfully convicted of drunkenness, 
' shall, for every Buch offence, forfeit the sum of five 
' shillings, to be paid within a week next after his, her* 
' or their conviction, to the hands of the churchwardens 
^of the parish where^ &c., to the use of the poor. In 
' default of payment, the sum to be levied by distress, 
' and, in default of distress, the offender is to be com- 
' mitted to the stocks, there to remain for the space of 
' six hours, f 

For the second offence they are to be bound to their 
good behaviour, with two sureties, in a recognizance of 

ten pounds, t 

Nor is only that degree of drunkenness forbidden, 
which Mr. Dalton describes, 'so as to stagger and reel to 
* and fro, and where the same legs which carry him into 
' a house, cannot cony him out again,' § for, by the same 
act of parliament, all persons who continue drinking or 
tippling in any inn, victualling-house, or alehouse, in 
their own city, town or parish (unless anch as, being 
invited by a traveller, shall accompany him during 
hid necesaary abode there ; or except labouring and 
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]i&iidjcraH;8met:i in citiee, and corporate and market towns, 
upon a working-day, for aa hour at dinner-time, in ale- 
housea where they take their diet ; and except labourerB 
and workmen who, during their continuance in any 
work, shall lodge or victual in any inn, &q„ or except 
for some urgent and necessary occasion, to be aUowed 
by two justices of the peace) shall forfeit the sum of 
three shillings and sixpence, for the use of the poor ; to 
be levied ^ before, and, for want of distress, to be put 
in the stocks for four hours.* 

This act hath been still farther enforced by another in 
the same reign-| By the latter act, the tippler is liable, 
whether his habitation be within the same or any other 
parish. 2vdly^ The proof by one witness is made 
sufficient ; and, Srrf/^, A very extraordinary clause is 
added, by which the oath of the party oSending, after 
having confessed his own crime, is made evidence against 
any other offender, though at the same time. 

Thua we see the legislature have taken the utmost care 
not only to punish, but even to prevent this vice of 
dnmkenness, which the preamble of one of the fore- 
going statutes calls a loathsome and odious sin, and the 
root and foundation of many other enormous sins, as 
murder, &c. Nor doth the wisdom of our law stop here. 
Our cautious ancestors have endeavoured to remove the 
temptation, and, in a great measure, to take away from 
the people their very power of offending this way. And 
this by going to the fountain-head, and endeavouring to 
regulate and restrain the scenes of these disorders, and to 
confine them to those uses for which they were at first 
desif^ed ; namely, for the rest, refreshment, and con- 
venience of travellers. 



* Jao. I. ohapp iv. eect. 1 & 1 Joq, I, ohap. ix- 
f 21 Jaov I. chap. vii. 
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A cursory view of the statutes on this head will de- 
monstrate of what conaequence to society the suppressLon 
ot this vice was in the opinion of our ancestora- 

By the common law, inns and alehouses might be kept 
ad libitum ; but if any disorders were auSered in them, 
they were indictable as & common nuiflance. 

The fiist reform which I find to have been made by 
parliament, waa in the reign of Henry VII,,* when two 
justices were empowered to auppreas an alehouse. 

The statute of Edward Vl."f is the first which requires 
a precedent licence. By thia act no man can keep an 
alehouse* without being licensed by the sessions, or by 
two jnsticea ; but now, by a late statute, all licences 
granted by justices out ot their sessions are void. J 

By the statute of Charles !.,§ which alters the penalties 
of that of Edward VI.» the punishment for keeping an 
alehouse, or common selling ale, beer, cyder, and perry, 
without a licence, is to pay twenty shillings to the use of 
the poor, to be levied by distress ; which, if satisfaction 
be not made within three days, is to be sold. And if 
there be no goods whereon to restrain, and the money be 
not paid within six days after conviction, the offender la 
to be delivered to the constable, or some inferior officer, 
to be whipped. For the eecond offence, he is to be com- 
mitted to the house of correction for a month ; and for 
the third, he is to be committed to the said house, till, by 
order of the justices, at their general sessions, he be dis- 
charged. 

The conviction la to be on the view of the justice, con- 
fession of the party, or by the oath of two witnesses. 

And by this statute, if the constable or officer to whom 
the party is committed to be whipped, &c,, do not execute 
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his warrant, the justice shall commit him to prison, there 
to remain till he shall procure eome one to execute the 
said warrant, or Tjntil he shall pay forty ehiUinga to the 
use of the poor> 

The justices, at the time of granting the licence, shall 
take a recognizance from the party, not to suffer any un- 
lawful games, nor other disorders, in hie house ; which is 
to be certified to the aesaiona, and the justices there have 
a power to proceed for the forfeiture,* 

By the statute of Jao- l.f\ alehouse-keepers, who suffer 
towuemen to sit tippling, unless in the cases above-meo- 
tioned4 forfeit ten shillings to the poor ; the distresB to 
be sold "ffithin six days; and if no distress can be 
had, the party is to be committed till the forfeiture is 
paid. 

Vintners who keep inns or victuaUing-houses are within 
this act.§ 

And by two several 8tatutes,]| alehouse -keepers, con- 
victed of this offence, are prohibited from keeping an ale- 
house for the apace of three years. 

Jufiticee of peace likewise, for any disorders committed 
in alehouses contrary to the condition of the recognizance, 
may suppress such houses ;^ but then the proceeding 
must be on the recognizance, and the breach of the con- 
dition proved,** 

Now, on the concise view of these several laws, it ap- 
pears, that the legislature have been abundantly careful 
on this head ; and that the only blame lies on the lemiBS- 
neas with which these wholesome provisions have been 
executed. 

But though I will not undertake to defend the magis- 

* 5 E. YI- ubi sup. 1 C&p- ix- ubi aup. 

J Supra, p. 14. in the ewe of Tipplera, 5 1 Car. J. CGp. iv, 

II 7 J»c. I. cap. T. 2J Jac, 1, cap- vii, ^ 6 E, VT, obi sup: 
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tratee of former timea, who have surely been guilty of 
flome neglect of their duty ; yet, on behalf of the preaent 
commiBsionerB of the peace, I must observe, their case is 
very diSereot- Wliat physicians tell ua of the animal 
fanctions will hold true when applied to laws ; both by 
long disuse lose all their elasticity and force. Froward 
habits grow on men, as they do on children, by long in- 
dulgeuce : nor will either subniit easily to correction in 
matters where they have been acctistotiied to act at their 
pleasure. They are very different offices to enecute a 
new or a well known law and to revive one which La 
obsolete. In the case of a known law, custom briuga 
men to submission ; and in all new provisions the ill- 
will, if any, ie levelled at the legifilature, who are 
much more able to support it than a few or a single 
magistrate. If therefore it be thought proper to auppreaa 
this vice, the legislature must once more take the matter 
into their hands ; and to this perhaps they will be the 
more inclined when it comes to their knowledge, that a 
new kind of drunkenness, unknown to our anceatora, is 
lately sprung tip amongst ue. and which, if not put a stop 
to, will infallibly destroy a great part o£ the inferior 
people. 

The drunkenness I here intend is that acquired by the 
strongest intoxicating liquors, and particularly by that 
pobon called Gin; which I have great reason to think is 
the principal sustenance (it it may be so called) of more 
^ than an hundred thousand people in this metropolis. 
Many of these wretches there are who swallow pints of 
this poison within the twenty-four hours; the dreadful 
effects of which I have the misfortune every day to see, 
and to smell too. But I have no need to insist on my 
own credit, or on that of my informers ; the great revenue 
arising from the tax on this liquor (the conaumption 
of which is almost wholly conffncd to the lowest order o£ 
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people) will prove the quantity conaumed better than any 
other evidence- 
Now, besides the moral ill consequences occasioDed by 
thifi drunkennesa, with which, Id this treatiB€, I profess 
not to deal ; how greatly must this be supposed to con- 
tribute to those political mischiefa which thia eeaay pro^ 
poses to remedy ? This will appear from considering, that 
however cheap this vile potion may be, the poorer sort- 
will not easily be able to supply themselves with the 
quantities they deaixe ; for the intoxicating draught itself 
disqualifies them from using any honest means to acquire 
it, at the same time that it removes all sense of fear and 
shame, and emboldens them to commit every wicked and 
desperate enterprise. Many instances of this I see daily ; 
wretches are often brought before me, charged with theft 
and robbery, whom I am forced to confine before they 
are in a condition to be examined ; and when they have 
afterwards become sober, I have plainly perceived, from 
the state of the case, that the Girt alone was the cause of 
the transgression, and have been sometimes sorry that I 
was obliged to commit them to prison. 

Bui beyond all this there is a political ill conseqaence 
ol this drunkenneas, which, though it doth not strictly 
fall within my present purpose, I shall be excused for 
mentioning, it being indeed the greatest evil of all, and 
which must. I think, awaken our legislature to put a 
final period to so destructive a practice. And this is 
that dreadful consequence which must attend the poi- 
fionous quality of this pernicious liquor to the health, 
the strength, and the very being of numbers of his 
majesty's most useful subjects, I have not enough of 
physical knowledge to display the ill efiecta which such 
poisonous liquors produce in the constitution ; for these 
I shall refer the reader to The physical Account of the 
Nalure of all distilled S'piriluous Liquors^ and the Ej^'ed 
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they have on Human Bodies* And thougH, perhaps^ 
the consequence of this poison, as it operatea slowly, 
may not eo visibly appear in the diminution of the _ 
Btrengtb, health, and lives, of the present generation ; | 
yet let a man cast his eyea but a moment towards our 
posterity J and there the dreadful consequences must 
strike on the meanest capacity, and must alarm, I 
think, the most sluggish degree oE public spirit. What 
must become of the infant who is conceived in Gin? 
with the poisonous distillations of which it is nouiished 
both in the womb and at the breast. Are these wretched 
infants (if such can be supposed capable of arriving at I 
the age of maturity) to become our future sailors, and 
our future grenadiers ? Is it by the labour of such as 
these that all the emoluments of peace are to be pro- 
cured us, and all the dangers of war averted from ua ? 
What could an Edward or an Henry, a Mariborough 
or a Cumberland, effect with an anny of such wretches T 
Doth not this polluted source, instead of producing ser- 
vants for the husbandman or artificer, instead of pro- 
viding recrmta for the sea or the field, promise only to 
fill almshouses and hospitals, and to infect the streets 
with stench and diseases ? 

In solemn truth, there is nothing of more serious con- 
sideration, nor which more loudly calls for a remedy, 
than the evil now complained against. For what can 
be more worthy the care of the legislature, than to pre- 
Berve the morab, the innocence, the health, strength, 
and lives, of a great part (I will repeat, the most useful 
part) of the people ? So far am I, in my own opinion, 
from representing this in too serious or too strong a 
light, that I can find no words, or metaphor, adequate 

* Thifl wad cornpofi^ by a very Wmed divine, with the oaBiatacce of 
seyeral pbjsiciana, and publiabed ia the year 1736, The title ia, 
XHst^Ud S-pirituo^ Liqu&ra the Batu 0/ the Ivaiion, 
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to my ideas on this aubject- The first inventor of this 
diabolical liquor may be compared to the poisoner of a 
fountain, T?hence a large city was to derive ita waters, 
the highest crime, aa it hath been thought, of which 
human nature is capable, A degree of villany, indeed, 
of which I cannot recollect any example ; but surely 
if such was ever practised, the governors of that city 
could not be thought blameless, did they not endeavour, 
to the utmost, to withhold the citizens from drinking the 
poiaonouH draught ; and, if Buch a general thirst after 
it prevailed as we are told possessed the people of 
Athens at the time of the plague,* what could justify 
the not efiectually cutting off all aqueducts by which 
the poison was dispersed among the people ? 

Nor will any thing less than absolute deletion aerve 
on the present occasion. It is not making men pay 
602. or 500^. for a licence to poison ; noi enlarging the 
quantity from two gallons to ten, which will extirpate 
so stubborn an evil. Here may, perhaps, be no little 
difficulty. To lay the axe to the still-head, and pro- 
hibit all distillery in general, would destroy the chy- 
mifit. If distilling this or that spirit was forbidden, 
we know how easily all partial prohibitions arc evaded ; 
nay, the chymist (was the matter confined to him) would 
soon probably become a common distiller, and hia shop 
no better than a gin-shop ; since what is more common 
than for men to adopt the morals of a thief at a fire, 
and to work their own private emolument out of a 
pubUc mischief- Suppose all spirituous liquors were, 
together with other poison^ to be locked up in the 
chy mists* or apothecaries* shops, thence never to be 
drawn, till Bome excellent physicians call them forth 

* 'E^ptiTar t'c ^piara aitaicTtf r^ ^ii^o ^ri\VfXtiot, Tbcy TGir intO the 

welJfi, being constantly posaeased by An mtxhausted thirst. Tbucydid. 
p. 1J2. edit. Kudeonip 
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lor the cure of nervous distempers ; or suppose the 
price w&s to be raised so high, by a severe impoat, that M 
gin would be placed entirely beyond the reach of the 
vulgar ! or perhaps the wisdom of the legislature may 
devise a better and more eSectual way, f 

But if the difficulty be really insuperable, or if there 
be any political reason against the total demolition of 
this poison, so strong as to countervail the preservation 
of the morals, health, and beings, of such numbers of 
his majesty^B subjects, let us, however, in eome lueasure, 
palliate the evil, and lessen its immediate ill conse- 
quences, by a more effectual provision against drunken- 
ness than any we have at present, in which the method ■ 
of conviction ia too tedious and dilatory. Some little 
care on this head is surely necessary ; for, though the 
increaae of tluevea, and the destruction of morality, 
though the loss of our labourers, our sailors, and oUr 
soldiers, should not be sufficient reasons, there is on^ 
which seems to be unanswerable, and that is, the loss of 
our gin-drinkers ; since, should the drinking tUie poison 
be continued in its present height during the next twenty 
years, there will, by that time, be very few of the oom- 
mon people left to drink it. 
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0/ gaming among the mdgar ; a third C07i$equence of their 

I COME now to the last great evil which arises from the 
luxury of the vulgar ; and this is gaming ; a school in 
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which moat highwaTmeQ of great eminence have been 
bred, Tliis vice is the more dangerous aa it U deceitful, 
and, contrary to every other species of luxury, flatters 
its votaries with the hopes of increasing their wealth ; 
so that avarice itseli is bo far from securing us against 
its temptations, that it often betrays the more thoughtless 
and giddy part of mankind into them ; promising riches 
without bounds, and those to be acquired by the most 
sudden as well as easy and indeed pleaaant means. 

And here I must again remind the reader, that I have 
only the inferior part of mankind under my considera- ./ 
tiou. I am not so ill-bred as to disturb the company 
at a polite assembly ; nor so ignorant of our constitution 
as to imagine that there is a sufficient energy in the 
executive part to control the oeconomy of the great, 
who are beyond the reach of any, unless capital laws* 
FashioUf under whose guidance they are, and which 
created the evil, can alone cure it. With patience 
therefore must we wait, till this notable mistress of the 
few shall, in her good time, accomplish so desirable a 
change ; in fact, till great men become wiser or better ; 
till the prevalence of some laudable taste shall teach 
them a worthier manner of employing their time ; till 
they have sense enough to be reasoned, modesty enough 
to be laughed, or conscience enough to be frightened, 
out of a silly, a shameful, and a sinful profligacy, at- 
tended with horrid waste of time, and the cruel destruc- 
tion of the families of others, or of their own. 

In the mean time we may, I think, reasonably desire 
of these great personages, that they would keep theii 
favourite vice to themselves, and not suffer others, whose 
birth or fortune gives them no title to be above the terror 
of the laws, or the censure of their betters, to share with 
them in this privilege. Surely we may give great men 
the same advice which Archer, in the play, gives to the 
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officers of the army ; To kick out all in red but their 

owi> What temptations can gamesters of faBhion have 
to admit inferior sharpers into their society ; common- 
sense surely will not suffer a man to risk a fortune 
against one who bath none of his own to stake against it^ 

I am well apprised that this is not much the case with 
persons of the first figure; but to gentlemen (and espe- 
cially the younger sort) of the second degree these fellowa 
have found much too easy an access. Particularly at the 
several public places (I might have said gamiog places) ■ 
in this kingdom, too little care ia taken to prevent the 
promiscuous union of company ; and sharpers of the _ 
lowest kind have frequently there found admission to f 
their superiors, upon no other pretence or merit than 
that of a laced coat, and with no other stock than that of 
assurance. 

Some few of these fellows, by luckily falling in with 
an egregious bubble, some thoughtleaa young heir, or 
more cDmmonly heiress, have succeeded m a manner 
which, if it may give some encouragement to others to 
imitate them, should, at the same time, as strongly ad- 
monish all gentlemen and ladies to be cautious with 
whom they mix in public places, and to avoid the sharper 
as they would a peat. But much the greater part of such 
adventurers have met with a more probable and more ■ 
deserved fate ; and having exhausted their little fund 
in their attempts, have beon reduced to a dilemma, in 
which it required more judgment and resolution than 
are the property of many men, and more true sense oiH 
honour than belongs to any debauched mind, to extricate 
themaelvea by honest means. The only meauB, indeed, 
of this kind, are to quit their assumed station, and to 
return to that callings however mean and laborious, to 
which they were bom and bred, 

But, beaidea that the way to thia ia often obstructed 
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with almost Insuperable difficulties ; and fa,Ue aliame, at 
it« very ectraDce, daahes tbem in the face, how eaBily 
are they dissuaded from such disagreeable thoughts by 
the temptations with which fortune allures them, of a 
possibility, at least, of still supporting their false appear- 
ances, and of retrieving al! their former hopes ! how 
greedily, may we imagine, thia enchanting alternative 
will be embraced by every bold mind, in such circum- 
stances ! for what but the danger of the undertaking can 
deter one, who hath nothing of a gentleman but hia 
dresfi, to attain which he hath already divested himself 
of all sense of honesty ? how easy ia the transition from 
fraud to force ! from a gamester to a rogue ! perhaps, 
indeed, it is civil to suppose it any tranaition at all» 

From this source, therefore, several of our moat notable 
highwaymen have proceeded ; and thia hath likewise been 
the source of many other depredations on the honest part 
of mankind* So miachievous have been this kind of 
sharpers in society, that they have fallen under the par- 
ticular notice of the legislature ; for a statute in the 
reign of Que^n Anne, reciting, * That divers lewd and 
' dissolute persons live at great expencos, having no 

* visible estate, profession, or calling, to maintain them- 

* selves, but support those expences by gaming only ; ' 
enacts, * That any two justices of the peace may cause 
' to be brought before them all persons within their 
'respective limits, whom they shall have just cause 

* to suspect to have no visible estate, profession, or call- 
' ing, to maintain themselves by, but do, for the most 

* part» support themselves by gaming ; and if such persons 

* shall not make the contrary ai)pear to such justices^ 

* they are to be bound to their good behaviour for a 
' twelvemonth ; and, in default of sufficient security, to 
' h^. committed till they can find such security ; which 

* security (in case they give it) ia to be forfeited on their 
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^ playing or betting at any one time for more than the 
Walueof20ff/ * 

As to gaming in the Jower classes of liie. ao plainly 
tending to the ruin of tradesmen, the destruction of 
youth, and to the oiultiplication of every kind of fraud 
and violence, the legislature hath provided very whole- 
some laws.t 

By the 33Td of Henry VIII, ' Every artificer, crafta* 
' man of any handicraft of occupation, huabaDdman, 
'labourer, servant at hushandry, journeyman or servant 
' of artificer, mariners, Sshermen, watenoen, or any 
' serving men, are prohibited from playing at tables* 
' dice# cards, &c., out of Chriatmaa, and in ChnBtmas 

* are permitted to play only in their masters' houses, 
' or in his presence, under the penalty of 20*, And 
' all manner oi persona are prohibited from playing at 
' any bowl or bowls, in any open place out of their 
' garden or orchard, under the penalty of 6s. Sd. 

1 • 9 Ann®, chftp. xiv- aeot. 6, 1. It would be of great ^erric-e to the 
public to ejcterid this statiitQ U> idle pcraooa and aUftrpsre in general ; for 
many support themflelvee by frauds, by cheating practicea, even woree 
than gamiag ; and have the impudence to appear in the dress of gentle- 
men, and at public placos. without having any piotcnsions of birth and 
fortune, or witbout any honest or visibli; means of livelihood whatever. 
Such & law would not be without a precedent ; for such is tho ezicellent 
institution mentioned by Herodotus, in his EuteTpe,— ' AmaAis ' (saya 
that bislorian) * esbablished a law in Egypt, bhab every Egyptian shoald 
' annuolir declare before the povemor oi tho province by what means h& 

* maintained himfielf ; aad ail those who did nob appear, or who could 
' nob prove that they had aome lawful livelihood, were puniabed by 
'death. This law SoJon introduced into Athena, where it waa long 
' inviolably preserved as a most juat and equitable proviaroR.' HenxL 
edit- Hndsoni, p. 158. This punishment is surely too severe ; but the 
law under a milder penalty is well worthy to be adopted, 

t By a statute made in the reign of Edward TV. now repealed, playing 
at several games therein mentioned was punished by two years imprison- 
ment, and the forfeiture of 10/., and the master of the house was to bft 
imprisoned for three years, and to forfeit 201. A great aum in tboee day>. 
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' The conviction to be by action, information, bill, or 
otterwiaej in any ol the king's courts ; one hnli of the 
penalty to the informer, 

' Provided that servants may play at any times with 
their masters, or by their licence ; and all persons who 
have 100/, per annum, freehold, may give their eer- 
vants, or othere, resorting to their houses, a licence to 
play within the precinct of their houses, gardens, or 
orchard.' 

By this statute likewise, ' No person whatever, by 
himaelt, factor, deputy, servant, or other person, shall, 
for gain, keep, &c. any common, house, alley, or place 
of bowling, coyting, clash-coyla, half-bowl, tennis, 
dicing-table, or carding, or any other manner of game, 
prohibited by any statute heretofore made, or any un- 
lawful game invented or made, or any other new 
unlawful game hereafter to be invented or made ; the 
penalty is 40*. per day, for keeping the house, &c,, 
and Qs. Sd. for every person haunting and playing at 
such house. These penalties to be recovered, &g, as 
above. 

' And all leases of gaming-houses, alleys, &c. arc made 
void at the election of the lessee.' 

Farther, by the said statutCj ^ Power is given to all 
justices of peace, mayors, or other head-officeta, in every 
city, &c, to enter suspected houses and places, and to 
commit the keepers of the said houses, and the persons 
there haunting, resorting, and playing^ to prison ; and 
to keep them in prison, till the keepers have found 
sureties to enter into a recognizance to the king's use, 
no longer to keep such house, &c, and the persona 
there found to be bound by themselves, or with sure- 
ties, &;c. at the discretion of the justice, &c, no more 
to haunt the said places, or play at any of the said 
games.' 
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And noWf by the statute of George II. this last clause 
is ettforced, by, giving the juetice the same power on the 
information of two persona, as he had before on view ; 
and, by a raore explicit power, to take sureties or not 
of the party at his discretion. 

Lastly, the statute of Henry \^II, enjoins the juettces, 
&c. to make due search weekly, or once per month at 
the farthest, under the penalty of forfeiting 4O5. for every 
month during their neglect. 

Thus stands the law ; by which it may appear, that 
the magistrate is armed with sufficient authority to 
destroy all gaming among the inferior people ; and that, 
without his neglect or connivance, no such nuiaance can 
possibly exiat- 

And yet, perhaps, the fault may not eo totally lie at 
y his door ; for the recognisance is a mere bugbear, unless 
the party who breaks it should be sued thereon ; which, 
as it is attended with great expence, is never done ; so 
that, though many have forfeited it, not a aingle 
example of an estreat hath been made within my re* 
membrance. 

Again, it were to be wished, that the statute of 
George IL had required no more than one witness 
to the information ; for even one witness, as I have 
found by experience, is very difficult to be procured. 

However, as the law now is, seeing that the general 
bent of the people opposes itself to this vice, it is 
certainly in a great measure within the magistrate's 
power to suppress it, and so to harass such as propose 
to find their account in it, that these would soon be 
discouraged from the undertaking ; nor can I conclude 
without observing, that this hath been lately executed 
with great vigour within the liberty of Weatrainster. 

There are, besides, several other provisions in our 
statute books against this destructive vice. By the 
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statute of Queen Anne • whoever cheats at play ior- 
feits five timee the sum won by such cheating, shall 
be deemed infamous^ and suffer such corporal punish- 
ment ae in case of perjury. And whoever wina above 
10/. at any one Bitting shall likewise forfeit five times 
the sum won, GJoing shares with the winner, and 
betting on his side, are, in both instances, withic the act. 

By the same act all securities for money won at play 
are made void ; and if a mortgage be made on such 
account, the mortgagee doth not only lose all benefit 
of it, but the mortgage immediately enures to the use 
of the next heir,"[' 

By this law persons who have lost above lOf, and 
have actually paid it may recover the same by action 
within three months ; and if they do not sue for it 
within that time, any other person may_J And the 
defendant shall be liable to answer a bill for discover- 
ing such sum lost, upon oatk 

By 18 George II,§ whoever wins or loses lOl. at play, 
or by betting at any one time, or 20i- within twenty- 
four hours, is liable to be indicted, and shall be fined 
five times the value of the money lost. 

By 12 George II. [| the games of Pharaoh, the Ace 
of Hearts, Basset, and Haaard, are declared to be 
lotteries ; and all persons who set up, maintain, and 
keep them, forfeit 200^. and all who play at them 
forfeit 501. The conviction to be before one justice 
of peace, by the oath of one witness, or confession of 
the party. And the justice neglecting hia duty forfeits 
lO^H Note* The prosecution against the keeper, &c, 
may be for a lottery, on the 8 George I. where the 
penalty is 500jf. 

* 9 Ann^j chup. xiv. by whicli the atKtnte of 16 C. II. is enlarged i 
end made more severe, t Ihid. aect> 1. 

} U Ajuib, chap, xiv, sect. 2. § Chap> xuriv. || Chap, xxviii. 
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The act of 13 George II. includes the game ol R0I7 
Poly, or other prohibit^ game at cards or dice, withio 
the penalties of the above-mentioned. 

I have given this short sketch of these several acts 
partly for the uae and encouragement of informers, a^d 
partly to insinuate to certain persons with what decency 
they can openly offend against such plain, such solemn 
laws, the severest of which many of themselves have, 
perhaps, been the makers of. How can they seriously 
answer, either to their honour or conscience, giving 
the pernicious exampk of a vice, from which, as the 
legislature justly says in the preamble to the 16th of 
Charles II. * Many miachiefa and inconveniences do 
' arise, and are daily found, in the encouraging of 

* sundry idle and disorderly persona in their dishonest, 
' lewd, and diaaolute course of life ; and to the circum- 
' ventii^, deceiving, cozening, and debauching of many 
' of the younger sort, both of the nobility and gentry 

* and others, to the loss of their precious time, and 
' the utter ruin of their estates and fortunes, and with- 

* drawing them from noble and laudable employments 
' and exercises ! ' Will a nobleman, I ask, confess that 
he can employ his time in no better amusement ; or 
will he frankly own that he plays with any other view 
than that of amusement ? Lastly, what can a man 
who sins in open deiiance of the laws of his country 
answer to the vir bonus sst guis 9 Can he say, 

^t contMlUt ptUrttm, qui It^sjuraquf eennU ? 

Or can he apply that celebrated line, 

OdfTMiU fecGore boni virtutu honorei 

to himself, who owes to his greatness, and not to his 
innocence, that he is not deterred from such rices — 
Formidine P<B,n<E ? 
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SECTION IV, 

Of (hit laws thai rdole to the provision /or the poor. 

Having now run through the several immediate con- 
floqueaccs of a general luxury among tlic lower people, 
all which, as they tend to promote their distresflefi, may 
be reasonably supposed to put many of them, of the 
bolder kind, upon unlawful and violent means of re- 
lieving the miachief which such vices have brought upon 
them, I come now to a second cause of the evU, in the 
improper regulation of what ia called the poor in this 
kingdom, ariaing, I think, partly from the abuse of some 
laws, and partly from the total neglect of others ; and 
[if I may presume to say it] somewhat perhaps from 
a defect in the laws themselvea. 

It must be matter of aatonishment to any man to 
reflect, that in a country where the poor are. beyond 
all comparison, more liberally provided for than in any 
other part of the habitable globe, there should be found 
more beggars, more distrcsaed and miserable objects, 
than are to be seen throughout all the states of Europe. 

And yet, undoubted aa this fact is, I am far from 
agreeing with Mr. Shaw,* who Baya, ' There are few, 
' if any, oationa or countries where the poor are more 

* neglected, or are in a more scandalous nasty condition, 
' than in England. Whether,' saya he, ' this is owing 

* bj that natural inbred cruelty for which RngUahmen 
' are ao much noted among foreiRnerH, or to that medley 
' of religions which are so plentifuUy sown, and ao care- 

* fully cherished among us ; who think it enough to take 
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* care of tbemeelves, and take a, secret pride and pleasure 
' in the poverty and distresses of those of another per- 
' auaaion,' &c. 

That the poor are in a very nasty and scandalous 
condition is, perhaps^ too true ; but sure the general 
charge against the people of England, as well as the 
invidious aspersion on particular bodies of them, is 
liighly unjuat and groundless. Nor do I kaow that any 
nation hath ventured to fix this character of cruelty 
OD us. Indeed, out inhospitality to foreigners hath been 
sometimes remarked ; but that we are cruel to one 
another is not, I believe^ the common, 1 am sure it is 
not the true opinion. Can a general neglect of the poor 
be justly charged on a nation in which the poor are 
provided for by a tas, frequently equal to what is called 
the land-tax, and where there are euch numerous in- 
fitances of private donations, such numbers of hospitals, 
almshouses, and charitable provisions of all kinds T 

Nor can any such neglect be charged on the legis- 
lature ; under whose inspection this branch of polity 
hath been almost continually, from the days of Queen 
Elizabeth to the present time. Insomuch, that Mr- 
Shaw himself enumerates no leas than thirteen acts of 
parliament relating to the indigent and helpleas poor. 

If therefore there be still any deficiency in this respect, 
it must, 1 think, arise from one of the three causes above- 
mentioned ; that is, from some defect in the laws them- 
selves, or from the perversion of these laws ; or, lastly, 
from the neglect in their execution. 

I will consider all these with some attention. 

The 43rd of Eliz.* enacts ; 

First, that the churchwardens of every parish, and 
two substantial householders, at least, shall be yearly 
appointed to be overseers of the poor. 

• Chap. iii. 
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Secondly, that these overseers shall^ with the coasent 
of two jueticea oC the peace, put out apprentices tha 
children of poor people. And all married or unmarried 
persona, who have no means or trade to maintain them- 
selves, shall be put to work. 

Thirdly, that they shall raise by a parochial tax a 
convenient stock of fiax, hemp, wool, thread, iron, and 
other ware and stuff, to set the poor to work. 

Fourthly, that they shalU from the same tax provide 
towards the necessary relief of the lame, impotent, old, 
blind, and others, being poor and not able to work. 

Fifthly, that they flhall, out of the same tax, put the 
children of poor persona apprentices. 

That these provisions may all be executed, that act 
vested the overseers with the following powers ; and 
enforced tbe executing them by the following penalties. 

I, The overseers are appointed to meet once at least 
every month in the church after divine service ; there* 
Bays the act» to consider of some good course to be 
taken, and some meet order to be set down in the 
premises. And to do this they are enjoined by a 
penalty ; for every one absenting himaelf from such 
meeting, without a juat excuse to be allowed hy two 
justices of the peace, or being negligent in hla office, 
or in the execution of the orders afoiesaid, forfeits 20s. 

And after the end of their year, and after other over- 
seers nominated, they are, within four days, to make 
and yield up to two justices of the peace, a true and 
perfect account of all sums of money by thera received 
or assesaedT and of such stores as shall be in their bands^ 
or in the hands of the poor, to work, and of all other 
things concerning their office, &c. And if the church- 
wardens and overseers refuse to account, they are to be 
committed by two justices till they shall have made a 
true accounts 
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IL The overeeerft and churchwardens, both present and 
BubsequeBt, are empowered, by warrant from two jus- 
tices, to levy all the monieB assoBsed, and ail arrearages 
of those who refuse to pay, by diatreaa and sale of the 
refuser's goods; and the subsequent overseers may, in the 
aame manner, levy the money and stock in the hands of 
the precedent ; and for want of distress the party ia to 
be committed by two justices, without bail, till the same 
be paid, 

III> They have a power to compel the pooT to work ; 
and sut'h as refuse or neglect, the justice may commit 
to the house of correction or common gaol, 

IV. The overseera may compel children to be appren- 
tices, and may bind them where they shall see con- 
venient ; till the man-child shall attain the age of 
twenby-Eour, and the woman-child the age of twenty- 
one, or till the time of her marriage ; the indenture to 
be as effectual to all purposes as the covenant of one 
of full age. 

V. They have a power to contract with the lord of the 
manor,* and, on any parcel of ground on the waste, to 
erect, at the general charge of the parish, convenient 
houses of dwelling for the impotent poor ; and to place 
several inmates in the aame cottage, notwithstanding the 
statute t of cottages- 

VI. They can compel the father and grandfather, 
mother and grandmother, and children of every poor, 
old, blind, and impotent person, or of any other person 
not being able to work (provided such father, Ac, be of 
sufficient ability) at their own charges, to relieve and 
maintain such poor person, in such manner, and after 
Buch rate, as shall he assessed by the sessions, under the 
penalty of 20s. for every month's omiasion, 

• Thia TOUBt be done by conaeat aod order of seMJonfi. 

"f These cottagefl are never aft«i to be applied to anj oth«i use. 
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VII. If DO overseers be named, every justice wittin 
the division forfeits 5/. 

So far thig statute of Elizabeth, by which the legiala- 
ture may seem very fully to have provided, First, For 
the absolute relief of such poor, as are by age or infir- 
mity rendered unable to work ; and. Secondly, For the 
employment of such as are able. 

^ The former of these/ says Lord Hale in hia dia- 
course on this subject, ' seems to be a charity of more 
' immediate exigence ; but the latter (viz. the employ- 
' ment of the poor) is a charity of greater estcnt, and of 
' very great and important consequence to the public 
' wealth and peace of the kingdom, as also to the 
' benefit and advantage of the poor/ And this, aa Mr. 
Shaw observes, * would prevent the children of our 
' poor being brought up in laziness and beggary, 
" whereby beggary la entailed from generation to genera- 
' tion ; Thia is certainly the greatest charity ; for though 
' he who gives to any in want does well, yet he who 
' employs and educates the poor, so as to render them 
' useful to the public, does better ; for that would be 
' many hundred thousand pounds per ann. benefit to 
' this kingdom/ 

Now the former of these provieioua hathj perhaps, 
though in a very slovenly and inadequate manner, been 
partly carried into execution ; but the latter, I am afraid 
I may too boldly assert> hath been utterly neglected and 
disregarded. Surely this is a most scandalous perver- 
sion of the design of the legislature, which through 
the whole statute seems to have had the employment 
of the able poor chiefly under their conmderation ; foe 
to this purpose only almost every power in it is estab- 
liahed, and every clause very manifestly directed. To 
say the truth, as this law hath been perverted in the 
execution, it were, perhaps, to be wished it had never 
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been made. Not because it is not our duty to relieve 
real objects of dietre^ ; but because it ia so much the 
duty of every man, and I may add, so much the 
mcUnation of most Englishmen, that it might have 
been safely left to private charity ; or a public provi- 
sion might surely have been made for it in a much 
cheaper and more eSectual manner. 

To prove the ahu^e of this law, my Lord Hale appeals 
to all the populous parishes in England (he might, I 
believe, have included some which are not over popu- 
lous.) * Indeed,^ says he, 'there are rates made for 
' the relief of the impotent poor ; and, it may be, the 
' same relief is also given in a narrow measure unto 
' some others that have great families, and upon this 
' they live miserably and at best from hand to mouth ; 
' and if they cannot get work to make out their liveli- 
' hood, they and their children aet up a trade of begging 
' at best ; but it b rare to see any provision of a stock 
' in any parish for the relief of the poor ; and the reasons 

* are principally these: 1^ The generality of people that 
' are able, are yet unwilling, bo exceed the present 
' necessary charge ; they do choose to live for an hoar 

* rather than project tor the future : and, although 
' possibly trebling their exlubition in one gross sum at 
' the beginning of the year, to raiae a stock might in 

* all probability render their future yearly payments. 
^ for seven years together, leas by half, or two thirds, 
' than what must be trithout it ; yet they had rather con- 

* tinue on their yearly payments, year after year, though 
' it exhaust them in time, and make the poor nothing 

* the better at the year's end. 2. Because those places, 
' where there are most poor, consist for the most part of 

* tradesmen, whose estates lie principally in their stocks, 
' which they will not endure to be searched into, to 

* make them contributary to raise any considerable stock 
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' for tke poor, nor indeed so much as to the ordinaiy 
' contributioES ; but they lay all the rates to the poor 
' upon the rents of lands and houses, which alone, 
' without the help of the stocks, are not able to raise 
' a stock for the poor, although it is very plain that 
' stocks are as well by law rateable as lands, both to 
' the relief and raising a stock for the poor. 3^ Because 
' the churchwardens and overseers, to whom this power 

* is given, ace inhabitants of the same parish, and are 

* either unwilling to charge themselves, or to displease 

* their neighbours in charging more than they needs 
' must towards the poor ; and although it were to be 
' wished and hoped that the justices of the peace would 
' be forward to enforce them if they might, though it 
' may concern them also in point o£ present profit ; yet, 

* il they would do any thing herein, they are not em- 
' powered to compel the churchwardens and overseers to 

* do itj who, most certainly, will never go about it to 
' burden, as they think, themselves, and displease their 

* neighbours, unless some compulsory power were not only 

* lodged by law, but also executed by some that may have 
' a power over them to enforce it ; or to do it, if they 
' do it either partially or too sparingly. 4. Because 
' people do not consider the inconvenience that in time 

* grow to themselves by this neglect, and the benefit that 
' would in a little time accrue to them by putting it in 
' practice, if they would have but a little patience/ 

To these I will add a fifth reason ; because the church- 
wardens and overseers are too apt to consider their office 
as a matter of private emolument. To waste part of the 
money raised for the use of the poor in feasting and riot, 
and too often to pervert the power given them by the 
atatute to toreiga, and som.etimes to the verv worst of 
purposes. 

The above considerations brbg my Lord Hale to com- 
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pl&jD of several defectpS id tlie law itself : ^ in which 

says he, * there is no power from 

' nor any Buperintettdent power, to con 

' of a. stock where the churchwardena 

' neglect it. 

^ The act chargeth every parish apart, where it may 
' be they are liable to do little towards it ; neither would 
' it be so eflectual as ii three, four, five, or more 
' contiguous parishes did contribute towards the raising 
' of a stock proportionably to their poor respectively. 

' There, is no power for hiring or erecting a common 
* house, or place, for their common workhouse ; which 
' may be, in some icBpects, and upon some occaeionflt 
' useful and neceaaa-ry/ 

As to the first of theae^ I do not fiad any alteration 
hath been made, cor if there was, might it possibly pro- 
duce any desired edect. The consequence, as it appears, 
would he only making churchwardens of the justices of 
peace, which many of them are already, not highly to 
the satisfaction of their parishes ; too much power vested 
in one man being too apt perhaps to beget envy. 

The second and third do pretty near amount to one 
and the same defect ; and this, I think, is at present 
totally removed. Indeed, in my Lord Hale's own tome* 
though probably after he had written this treatise, a 
workhouse was erected in London under the powers 
given by the statute made in the 13 and 14 of Charles 
II.,* and I believe with very good aucceas. 

Since that time other corporations have followed the 
example, as the city of Bristol in the reigo of King 
William,! *^^^ ^ii^t of Worcester in the reign of Queen 
Anne,]: and in other places. 

And now by a late statute, made in the reign of Kin g 
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George I.,* the power of erecting workhouses ie made 
general over the kingdom. 

Now either this method, proposed by Lord Hale, ia 
inadequate to the purpose ; or this act of parliament 
hath been grossly perverted ; for certain it is that the 
evil is not removed, if indeed it be lessened, by the 
erection of workhouses. Perhaps^ indeed, one objection 
which my Lord Hale makes to the statute of Eliz, may 
here recur, seeing that there is nothing compulsory, but 
all left to the will and direction of the inhabitants. 

But in truth the method itself will never produce the 
desiicd effect, as the excellent Sir Josiah Child well 
observes, t — * It may be objected.^ aaya he, ' that this 

* work (the provision for the poor) may as well be done 

* in distinct parishes, if all parishes were obliged to build 

* workhouses, and employ their poor therein, as Dor- 
' Chester and some others have done with good succcsb.' 
I answer, ' That anch attempts have been made in many 
' places, to my knowledge, with very good intents and 

* strenuous endeavours ; but all that I ever heard of 
'proved vain and ineffectual/ For the truth of which, 
I believe, we may appeal to common experience. 

And, perhaps, no leas ineffectual would be the scheme 
proposed by this worthy gentleman, though it seems to 
promise lairer than that of the learned chief justice ; 
yet neither of them seem to strike at the root of the 
evil. Before I deliver any sentiments of my own# I 
shall briefly take a view of the many subsequent pro- 
visions with which the legislature have, from time to 
time, enforced and strengthened the foregoing statute of 
Elizabeth. 

The power of putting out children J apprentices is 

* 9 Qeorge I. o. i. f Esuy on Tnde, c li. 

X Boe 7 J&c. I, Q> iii. whioh directs the manner of patting out appren' 
tjcea, in puTSU&Dce of &ny gift« FUAde to corpora tions^ A.o. for that pnrpoae, 
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enforced by the third of * Charles I. which enacte, * That 
' all peraoDS to whom the overseers shall bind children 
^ by virtue of the statute of Eliz. may receive and keep 
' them as apprentices.* But there yet wanted, as Lord 
Hale says, a sufficient comjndsori/ far persons to take 
them; wherefore it is enacted, by 8 and Of Will. III. 
' That all persons to whom apprentices are appointed 
'to be bound by the overaeers. with the consent of the 
' justices, shall receive them and execute the other part 
' of the indenture, under the penalty of 10/. for refusing, 
' to be recovered before two justices, on the oath of one 
'of the churchwardens or overseers,' 

The power of setting the poor to work is enlarged 
by J 3 Charles L This act gives the churchwardens 
and overseers of the poor a power, with the consent o£ 
two justices, or of one, if no more justices shall be within 
their hmits, bo set up and occupy any trade for the 
setting the poor to work. 

The power of relieving the impotent poor [i.e^ of 
distributing the public money) the only one which hath 
much exercised the mind of the pariah officers, the legis- 
lature seems to think rather wanted restraining than 
enlarging ; accordingly, in the reign of King § William 
they made an act to limit the power of the officers in 
this respect. As the act contains the sense of parliament 
of the horrid abuse of the statute of Elizabeth, I will 
transcribe part of a paragraph from it verbatim. 

^ And whereas many inconveniences do daily arise 

* in cities, towns corporate, and parishes, where the in- 
' habitants are very numerous, by reason of the un- 

* hmited power of the churchwardens and overseers of 
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the poor, who do frequently, upon frivolous pretences 
(but chiefly for their own private ends), give relief to 
what persons and number they think fit, and such 
peraons being entered into the collection bill, do he- 
come after that a great charge to the parish, notwith- 
standing the occasion or pretence of their collection 
oftentimea ceases, by which means the rates for the 
poor are daily increased, contrary to the true intent of 
a statute made in the 43rd year of the reign of her 
majesty Queen Elizabeth, intituled^ Art Act for the 
relief of the "poor ; for remedying of which, the statute 
enacte, that, for the future, a book shall be provided 
and kept in every parish (at the charge of the same 
pariah) wherein the names of all persons receiving 
collection, &c-, shall be registered, with the day and 
year of their first receiving it. This book to be yearly, 
or oftener, viewed by the parishioners, and the names 
of the persona who receive collection shall be called 
over, and the reason of the receiving it examined, and 
a new list made ; and no other person is allowed to 
receive collection but by order of a justice of peace, 
&;c.^ except in case of pestilential diseases or small- 
pox;* 

The 8th and 9th of the same king, reciting the fear of 
the legislature. That the money^ raised only for the rdief 
of such as are as well imfotent as -poor, should be mis- 
applied and consumed by the idle, sturdy, and disorderly 
beggarSt ' Enacts, that every person, his wife, children, 
' A-c, who shall receive relief from the parish, shall 
' wear a badge marked with the letter P,, &c., in default 
' of which, a justice of peace may order the relief of such 
* peraons to be abridged, suspended, or withdrawn, or 

* Th&HameEtatuteiDaDotlierpartch&TgefitlieoYeraeerBj &c.j with ap- 
plying the poor's money to theif own uae* 
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* may commit them for twenty-one days to the house 

* of correction, there to be kept to hard labour. And 

* every churchwatdea or overseer, who relieves any one 
' without a badge, being convicted before one justice, 
' forfeits 20*/ 

Whether the justices made an ill use of the power 
given them by the statute of the 3rd and 4th of King 
William, I will not determine ; but the parliament 
thought proper afteiwarda to abridge it ; for by the 9th 
of George I.* the jufiticcs are forbidden, ' To make any 

* order for the relief of a poor person, till oath is first 

* made of a reasonable cause ; and that application hath 
' been made to the parishioners at the vestry, or to two 
^officerH, and that relief hath been refused. Nor can 
'the justice then give his order, till he hath summoned 

* the overseer to shew cause why relief should not be 
' given/ 

By the same statute, ' Those persons to whom the 
'justices order relief, are to be registered in the parish 
' books, as long only as the cause of the relief continues. 
' Nor shall any parish officer be allowed any money 

* given to the unregistered poor, unless on the most 
' urgent occasion. The penalty for charging such money 
' to the parish account is 5L The conviction is to be 
'before two justices/ 

Lastly, That the parish may in all possible cases be 
relieved from the buiden of the poor, whereas the statute 
of Elizabeth obliges the father, mother. Ac, and children, 
if able, to relieve their poor children and parents ; so, 
by the 6th of George I>,f it is provided, * That where 
' acy wife or child shall be left by the husbaod or 

* parents a charge to any pariah, the churchwardens or 
'overseers may, by the order of two justices, seize so 
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' much of the goods aod chattels, and receive so much 

* of the annual rents and profits of the lands and tene- 
' ments of such husband or parent, as the justices shall 
' order towards the discharge of the parish ; and the 
' sesfiions may empower the churchwardens and over-" 

* ae^rs, to dispose thereof, for the providing for the wife, 
' and bringing up the children, &c/ 

Such is the law that relates immediately to the mainte- 
nance of the impotent poor ; a law so very ample in its 
provision, so strongly fortified with enforcing powers, 
and BO cautiously limited with all proper restraints, that, 
at first sight, it appears sufficiently adequate to every 
purpose for which it was intended, but experience hath 
convinced us of the contrary. 

And here I am well aware of the dehcate dilentma, to 
which I may aeem reduced ; since how shall I presume 
to suppose any defects in a law, which the legislature 
8eems to have laboured with such incessant diligence 1 
but I am not abBolutely driven to this disagreeable 
necessity, as the fault may so fairly be imputed to the 
non-ejtecution of the law : and, indeed, to the ill-execution 
of the statute of Elizabeth, ray Lord Chief Justice Hale 
chiefly imputes the imperfect provision for the poor in 
his time. V*'^ ^'" ^ 

Sir Josiah Child, it is true, speaks more boldly, and 
charges the defects on the laws themselves : One general 
position, however, which he lays down, That there never 
was a good law made, thai was not weU executed^ is surely 
very questionable. So therefore must be his opinion, if 
founded on that maxim; and this opinion, perhaps, he 
would have changed, had he lived to see the latt€r con- 
stitutions on this head. 

But whatever defects there may be in the taws, or in 
the execution of them, I much doubt whether either of 
these great men hath found the means of curing them. 
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And thiB I am the more forward to say, as the legislature, 
by a total neglect of both their schemes, seems to give 
sufficient countenance to my aaaertioa. 

In a matter then of so much difficulty, as well as so 
great importance, how shall I venture to deliver my owu 
opinion ? Such, indeed, is the difficulty and importance 
of this question, that Sir Josiah Child thinks, 1/ a whole 
session of farliamerU were employed on this single concern, 
it wouJd be time spent as much to the glory of God^ and m 
good of this nniion, as in any thi^uf that rwble and worthy 
patriots of their couYitry can be engaged in. _ 

However, under the protection of the candid, and with | 
deference to the learned reader, I will enter on this 
subject, in which, 1 think, I may with modesty say I 
have had some experience ] and in which I can with 
truth declare I have employed no little time. If any 
gentleman who hath had more experience, hath raoro 
duly considered the matter, or whose superior ahilitiea 
enable him to form a better judgment, shall think proper 
to improve my endeavours, he hath my ready consent. I 
Provided the end be effected, I shall be contented with 
the honour of my share (however inconeiderable) in the 
meane. Nay, should my labours be attended only with 
neglect and contempt, I think I have learned (tor I am a 
pretty good historian) to bear such misfortunes without 
much repining. 

By THE POOR, then, I understand such persons as have 
no estate of their own to support them, without industry ; 
nor any profession or trade, by which, with industry, 
they may be capable of gaining a comfortable sub- 
aiatenee. 

This class of the people may be considered under these 
three divisions ; 

First, Such poor as are unable to work, 

2ndly, Such as are able and willing to work. 
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3rdly, Such as are able to work, but not willing, 
Afl to the fiist of these, they are but few. An utter in- 
capacity t« work must arise from some detect, occasiODed 
either by nature or accident- Natural incapacitiea are 
greatly the most (perhaps the only) considerable ones ; 
for 63 to accidental maims^ bow very rarely do they 
happen, and, I muat add, how very nobly are they pro- 
vided for, when they do happen ! Again, as to natural 
incapacities, they are but few, unless those two general 
circtunstancee, one of which must, and the other may 
befal all men ; I mean the extremes of youth and age ; 
for, besides these, the number of persons who really 
labour under an utter incapacity of work, wilt, on a juat 
inspection, be found so trifling, that two of the London 
hospitals might contain them alL The reader will be 
pleased to observe, I eay of those who really labour^ dc, 
for he ia much deceived who computes the number of 
objects in the nation from the great number which he 
daily sees in the streets of London. Among whom I 
myaelf have discovered some notorious cheats, and my 
good friend, Mn Welch, the worthy high constable of 
Holborn division, many more. Nothing, as I have been 
well informed, is more common among these wretches, 
than for the lame, when provoked^ to use their crutches 
as weapons instead of supporters ; and for the blind, if 
they should hear the beadle at their heels, to outrun the 
dogs which guided them before. As to diseases, to which 
human nature ia uniTersally liable ^ they sometimes 
(though very rarely, for health is the happy portion 
of poverty) befal the poor ; and at all such times they are 
certainly objcetQ of charity, and entitled, by the law of 
God, to rehef from the rich. 

Upon the whole, this first class of the poor is so truly 
inconsiderable iu number, and to provide for them in the 
most ample and liberal manner would be so very easy to 

VOL, X. D D 
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the public ; to support and cherish them, and to r» 
their wants, is a duty so positively commanded bj 
Saviour, and is withal so agreeable and delightful in ' 
itaelf^ affording the most desirable object to the atroDg 
passion ol pity ; nay, and id the opinion of some, to 
pride and vanity aUo ; that I am firmly persuaded iM 
might be safely left to voluntary charity, unenforced b^ 
any compulsive law- And it any man will profess s( 
little knowledge of human nature, and so mean ai 
unjust an opinion of the Cbriatianity, I might aay 
humanity, of his country, as to affect a contrary opinion^ 
Dot withstanding all ] have said, let him answer the 
following instance, which may be called an argument 
ri posteriori^ for the truth of my assertion. Such, I think, 
is the present bounty to beggare ; for, at a time whei^ 
every man knows the vast tax which is raised for th«H 
support of the poor, and when all men of property must 
feel their contributions to this tax, mankind are ao for- 
ward to relieve the appearance of distress in their fellow- 
creatures, that every beggar, who can but moderately 
well personate misery, is sure to find relief and eneoucfl 
agement ; and this, though the giver must have great 
reason to doubt the reality of the distress, and when he 
can scarce be ignorant that his bounty is illegal,* and 
that he is encouraging a nuisance. What then must bfl 
the case, when there should be no such tax, nor any such 
contribution ; and when, by relieving a known and cor-, 
tain object of charity, every good man must be assuri 
that he ia not only doing an act which the law alio' 
but which Christianity aad humanity too exact of him T 
However, if there be any person who ia yet unwillipg 

* Thia vafl iorbidden by many atatutce^ and hy the act of 27 Henr^ 
VIIT. every person giving any money in alma, but to the common boicea 
Eknd common ^th^rings in every pariah^ icrfeita twelve tjmea us 
oa he givaa ^ 
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to tnist the poor to voluntary charity, or ii it should be 
objected, that there is no reason to lay the whole burden 
on the worthier part oi mankind, and to excuse the 
covetoua rich ; and that a tax is therefore necessary to 
force open the puraea oi these latter ; let there be a tax 
then, and a very inconsiderable one would eSectually 
fiupply the pTirpose,* 

I como now to consider the second class. These are 
in reason, though not in fact, equally objects of the 
regard of the compassionate man, and mueh more 
worthy the care ot the politician ; and yet, without 
hia care, they will be in a much woree condition than 
the others ; for they have none of thoao incitements of 
pity which fill the pockets of the artful beggar^ and 
procure relief for the blind, the lame, and other visible 
objects of compas&ion ; such therefore, without a law, 
and without an honest and sensible execution of that 
law, must languish under, and often perish with want, 
A melancholy and dreadful reflection 1 and the more so, 
as they are capable of being made not only happy id 
themselves, but highly useful to the service of the com- 
munity. 

To provide for thesG, Beams, as I have said, to have 
been the chief design of the statute of Eliaabeth, as 
well as of several laws enacted since ; and that this 
design hath hitherto failed, may possibly have arisen 
from one single mistake, but a mistake which must be 
iatal, as it is an error in the first concoction. The 
mistake I point at is, that the legislature have left the 
whole work to the overseers. "Hiey have rather told 
them what they ate to do {viz> to employ the indus- 

* The reader [a deeiretl to tonttider tLe author tere aa eppaking oiJ/ 
oi the impotent poor, and as hoping that £ome effectual meane may b© 
foimd out of procuring wort, and consequently maiateDance, fortbfl ab1« 
and induBtnoQa^ 
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trioiie poor) ttian how they shall do it. It is true, the 
origmal act directs them, by a parochial tax, to raise 
a convenient stock of flax, hemp, wool, thread, iron, 
and other ware and stufi to set the poor to work. A 
direction so general and imperfect, that it can be no 
wonder, considering what sort of men the overseers of 
the poor have been^ that it should never have been 
carried into execution. 

To say the truth, this affair of finding an universal 
employment for the industrious poor, is of great diffi- 
culty, and requires talents not very bountifully scattered 
by Nature among the whole human species. And yet, 
difficult as it is, it is not, I hope, impracticable, seeing 
that it is of such infinite concern to the good of the 
community. Hands for the work are already supposed, 
and surely trade and manufactures are not come to 
so low an ebb, that we should not be able to find work 
for the hands. The method of adapting only seems to 
be wanting. And though this may not be easy to dis- 
cover, it is a task surely not above the reach of the 
British Parliament, when they shall think proper to 
apply themselves to it. 

Nor will it, I hope, be construed presumption in me 
to. say, that I have myself thought of a plan for this 
purpose, which I am ready to produce, when I shall 
have any reason to see the least glimpse of hope, that 
my labour in drawing it out at length would not be 
absolutely and certainly thrown away. 

The last and much the most numerous class of poor, 
are those who are able to work and not willing. This 
likewise hath fallen imder the eye of the legislature, 
and provisions have been made concerning it ; which, 
if in themselves efficacious, have at least failed of pro- 
ducing any good effect, from a total n^Iect in the 
execution. 
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By the 43 Eliz, the churchwardene and overeeere, 
or greater part of them, with the consent of two jua- 
ticea, shall take order for the setting to work the 
children of all such parents as they shall think not 
able to maintain them ; as also^ all sueh married or 
unmarried persons, as shall have no means to maintain 
themaelvea^ nor any ordinary trade or calling whereby 
to get their living- 

Besides this powej of compelling the poor to work, 
the legislature hath likewise compelled them to become, 
1. Apprentices; and, 2- Servants, We have already 
ficen the power of the overseers, with the assistance of 
the justices, to put poor children apprentices; and like- 
wise to oblige their masters to receive them. And long 
before, a compulsion was enacted * on poor persons to 
become apprentices ; so that any householder, having 
and n^ng half a plough-land in tillage, may compel 
any poor person under twenty-one» and unmarried, to 
serve as an apprentice in husbandry, or in a.ny other 
kind of art, mystery, or science (before expressed in 
the act t) ; and if such person, being so required, refuse 
to become an apprentice^ one justice of peace may com- 
pel him, or commit him to prison, there to remain till 
he will be bound. 

2ndly, The poor are obliged to become servants. 

By the 6th of Eliz.J it is enacted, * That every person 
' being unmarried, and every other person under the 
' age of thirty, who hath been brought up in any of 
* the sciences, Ac. of clothiers, woollen cloth weavers, 
^ tuckers, fullers, clothworkers, shearmen, dyers, hosiers, 
' tailors, shoemakers, tanners, pewterers, bakers, brewers, 
' glovers, cutlers, smiths, fanieis, curriers, sadlera, spur- 




S EKb, 0. iv. sect 35. t ^i*- Every trade thei: used. 
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riere, tanners, tappers, hatmakers, or feltraalcers, butchers, 
cooka, or millers, or who hath exercised any of these 
trades hy the space of three years ot mure ; and not 
having in lands, rents. &c- an estate of 40*. clear yearly 
value, freehold, nor being worth in goods M. and aofl 
allowed by two justices of the county where he hath 
most commonly inhabited, or by the mayor, &c. nor 
being retained with any person in huabaudry, nor re- 
tained in any of the above sciences, or in any other 
art or ecience ; nor lawfully retained in liouaehold, or 
in any office, with any nobleman, gentleman, or others ; 
nor having a convenient farm, or other holding in 
tillage, whereupon he may lawfully employ his labour, 
during the time that he shall continue unmarried, or 
under the age of thirty, upon re<|ue3t made by any 
person uaing the art or mystery, wherein the person 
so required hath been exercised as aforesaid, shall bs 
retained. 

' And every person between the age of twelve and 
sixty, not being lawfully retained in the several ser- 
vices mentioned in the statute,*" nor being a gentlemana 
born, or a scholar in either university, or in any school, 
nor having an estate of freehold of 40s, per annum 
value, nor being worth in goods 10/. nor being heir torn 
lOL per annum, or 40/. in goods ; nor being a necessary 
or convenient servant lawfully retained ; nor having a 
convenient farm, ot holding, nor othei-wise lawfully re- 
tained, shall be compelled to be retained to serve in 
husbandry, by the year, with any person using hu«* 
bandry within the same shiie. 

' Every such person refusing to serve upon request, 
or covenanting to serve, and not serving ; or departing 
from his aen-ice before the end of his term, unless for 
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' some reasonable cause to be allowed before a justice 

* of the peace, mayor, &c. or departing at the end of 

* his term without a quarterns warning giveo before two 
'witnesses, may be committed by two justices of the 
' peace to priaoii, there to remaiu without bail or main- 
■ prisse. till he shall become bound to bis master. &o, to 

* serve, &c* 

* Nor shall any master in any of the arts and sciences 
' aforeajiid, retain a servant for less than a year ; f nor 
' shall any master put away a aer\"ant retained by this 

* act within his term, nor at the end of the term without 
*a quarter's warning, under the penalty of 40j.5; 

' ArtifiGerB, &c. are compellable by a justice of the 
' peace, or the constable or other head officer of a town- 
' ship, to serve in the time of hay or corn harveat^ The 
' penalty of disobedience is imprisonment In the stocks 

* by the space of two days and one night.§ 

' Women between the ages of twelve and forty, may 

* be obliged, by two justices, to enter into service by 
' the year, week, or day ; or may be committed 
' quousque.' \\ 

The legislature having thus appointed what persons 
shall serve, have gone farther^ and have directed a 
method of ascertaining how they shall serve ; for which 
use principally is that excellent conatitutioia of 5 Eliza- 
bcth,1f 'That the juatices of the peace, with the sheriff 
' of the county, if he conveniently may, the mayor, &c„ 

* in towns corporate, shall yearly, within six weeks of 

* Easter, asaemble together, and with the assistance of 

* such discreet persons as they shall think proper to call 

* to them, and respecting the plenty or scarcity of the 

* time, and other circumstances, shall within the limits 
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' of their commiflRion, rat* and appoint the wages of 
' artificers^ lahourers, &c., by the year, month, week, or 
' day, with or without meat and drink/ Then the 
statute enumerates aeveral particulars, in the most ex- 
plicit manner, and concludes with these general words : 
' And for any other kind of reasonftble labour and 
' aervice.' 

'These rates are appointed to be engroseed in parch- 

* mentp and are certified into chancery, before the 12th 
' day of July ; and before the first day of September, 

* aeveral printed proclamations, containing the rates, and 
' a command to all persons to observe them, are to be 
' sent to the sheriff and justices, and to the mayor, &c. 

* These proclamations are to be entered on record with 

* the clerk of the peace, to be fixed up in tbe market- 
' towns, and to be pubhcly proclaimed in all the markets 
'till Michaelmas.* 

^ And if any person, after tbe said proclamations shall 
' be so sent down and published, shall, by any secret 
' ways or means, directly or indirectly retain or keep any 
' aervantj workman, or labourer, or shall give any greater 
' wages, or other commodity, contrary to the true intent 
' of the statute, or contrary to the rates assessed, he shall 
' forfeit 5^. and be imprisoned by the apace of ten days-t 

* And every person who is retained, or takes any wages 
' contrary to the statute, shall be imprisoned twenty-one 
' days. J And every such retainer, promise, gift, and 

* payment, or writing and bond for that purpose, are 
' made absolutely void. 

* Every justice of peace, or chief officer, who shall be 

* absent at the rating of wages, unless the justices shall 
' allow the reasonable cause of his absence, forfeits 10/.* § 
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That this statute may, from time to time, be carefully 
and diligently put in execution, ' The juaticea are ap- 
' pointed to meet twice a year, to make a special and 
' diligent enquiry of the branches and articles o£ this 
' statute, and of the good execution of the same, and 

* severely to correct and punish any defaults ; for which 

* service they are allowed 5s. per day/ * No incon- 
siderable allowance at that time. 

Bat all this care of the legislature proved, it seems, 
ineffectual ; for forty years after the making of thia 
statute, we find the parliament complaining, ' That the 
' said act had not, according to the true meaning 
' thereof, been duly put in execution ; and that the 

* rates of wages for poor artificers, labourers, and other 

* persons* had not been rated and proportioned according 
'to the politic intention of the said act/ "J' A neglect 
which seems to have been occasioned by some doubts 
raised in Westminster-hall, concerning the persons who 
were the subjects of thia law. For the clearing therefore 
any such doubt, this subsequent statute gives the justice 
an express power ' to rate the wages of any labourers, 
' weavers, spinsters, and workmen or workwomen what- 
' soever, either working by the day, week, month, year, 
'or taking any work at any person's hands whatsoever, 

* to be done by the great or otherwise.' % 
And to render the execution of this law the more easy, 

I the statute of James I. enacts, 1- ' That in all counties 
' where general sessions are kept in several diviaiona, the 

* rating wages at such respective general sessions shall be 
' as effectual within the division, as if they had been rated 

1 * at the grand general session.' § 

L 2. The method of certifying the rates in chancer}', 
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appearing, I apprehend, too troublesome and tedious, 
' Bucb certificate is made no longer necessary, but the 
' rates b^ing assessed and engrosBed in parohment, tinder 
' the hands and seals of the justices, the sheriS, or chief 
' officer, of towns corporate, may immediately proclaim 
' the same.' • 

And whereas wool ia the great staple commodity of 
this kingdom, and the woollen trade its principal manu- 
facture, the parliament have given particular attention 
to the wages of artificers in this trade. 

For, 1. By the statute of James h.-f 'No clothier, 
'being a justice of peace in any precinct or liberty, 

* ehall be a rater of wages for any artizan depending 
' upon the making of cloth/ 

2, * Clothiers not paying so much wages to their work- 
' men or workwomen, as are rated by the justices, forfeit 
' lOs, for every offence/ | 

By a late statute, § ' All persons anywise concerned in 

* employing any labourers in the woollen manufactory 
' are required to pay the full wagea or price agreed on, 

* in money, and not in goods, truck, or otherwise ; nor 

* shall they make any deduction from such wages or 

* price, on account of any goods sold or deUvered pre- 
' viouB to such agreement- And all such wagea are to 

* be levied, on conviction, before two justices, by dis- 

* tress ; and for want of distress, the party is to be 
' committed for six months, or until full satisfaction ia 
' made to the party complaining. Besides which the 
'clothier forfeits the sum of 100i,'|| 

4, By the same statute, ' All contracts, byelaws, &-€., 
'made in unlawful clubs, by persona brought up in» or 
' exercising the art of, a wool-comber or weaver, for 
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' regulating the said trade, settling the prices of gooda, 
' advancing wages, or leasenmg the hours of work, are 
' declared to be illegal and void ; and any peraoQ cou- 
' cenied in the woollen manufactures, who ahall know- 
' ingly be concerned in such contract, byelaw. &c., or 
' ahall attempt to put it in execution, shall, upon con- 
' viction before two juatices, suffer three months impri- 
' sonment-** 

But long before this act, a general law was made^f to 
punish all congptracieB for raising wages, limiting hours 
of work, &c., among artificers, workmen, and labourers ; 
and if such conspiracy was to extend to a general ad- 
vance of wages all over the kingdom, any insurrection 
ol a number of persons, in consequence of it, would be 
an overt act of high treason. 

From this cursory view it appears, 1 think, that no 
blame lies at the door of the legislature^ which hath not 
only given the magistrate, but evea private persona, with 
his assistance, a power of compelling the poor to work ; 
and. 2Edly, hath allotted the fullest powers, and pre- 
scribed the most effectual means for ascertaining and 
limiting the price of their labour. 

But so very faulty and remiss hath been the execution 
of these laws, that an incredulous reader may aUnost 
doubt whether there are really any such CKiating. Par- 
ticularly as to that which relates to the rating the wages 
of labourers ; a, law which at first, it seems, was too 
carelessly executed, and which hath since grown into 
Utter neglect and disuse. 

Hath this total disuse arisen, in common with the 
neglect of other wholesale provisions, for want of due 
attention to the public good ? or is the execution of this 
law attended with any extraordinary difficulty 7 or, lastly. 
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are we really gr^wn, as Sir Josiali Child says, wiser thaa 
our forefathera, and have discovered any fault in the con- 
atitutioD itaelF; and that to retrench the price of labour 
by a law is an error in policy ? 

This last seeme to me, I own, to be very strange doc- 
trioe, and somewhat of a paradox in politics ; however, 
as it is the sentiment of a truly wise and greAt man, it 
deserves a fair discussion. Such I will endeavour to 
give it ; since no man is more inclined to respect the 
opinions of such persons* and as the revival of the law 
which be opposes, is, I think, absolutely necessary to the 
purpose I am contending fon 

I will give the passage from Sir Josiah at length. It 
is in answer to this position. That the dearness of wages 
spoils the English trade^ ' Here,' says he, * the author 
' propounds the making a law to retrench the hire of 
^ poor men's labour (an honest charitable project, and 
^ well becoming an usurer!) the answer to this is easy. 
' First, I affirm and can prove, he is mistaken in fact ; 

* for the Dutch, with whom we principally contend in 
' trade, give generally more wages to all their manufac- 
' turera, by at least twopence in the shilling, than the 
' English. Secondly, Wherever wages are high, uni- 
' versally throughout the whole world, it is an infallible 
' evidence of the riches of that country \ and wherever 
' wages for labour run low, it is a proof of the poverty 
*oI that place. Thirdly, It ia multitudes of people, and 
' good laws, such as cause an increase of people, which 

* principally enrich any country ; and if we retrench by 

* law the labour of our people, we drive them from ua to 
' other countries that give better rates ; and so the Dutch 
' have drained us of our seamen and woollen manufac- 
' turers, and we the French of their artiiicexs and silk- 
' manufacturers ; and many more we should, if our laws 

* otherwise gave them fitting encouragement ; of which 
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more in due place. Fourthly, If any particular trades 
exact more here than in Holland, they are only such 

as do it by virtue oi id corporations, privileges, and 
charters, of which the cure ia easy^ by an act of natiir- 
alization, and without compukory laws. It ia true our 
great grandfathers did exercise auch policy, of endea- 
vouring to retrench tha price of labour by a law 
(although they could never effect it) ; but that was 
before trade was introduced into this kingdom ; we are 
since, with the rest of the trading world, grown wiser 
in this matter, and I hope shall so continue,' * 
To this I reply, 1. That the making such a law is not 
only an honest, but a charitable project; as it proposes, 
by retrenching the price of poor men*s labour, to provide 
labour, and consequently hire for all the poor who are 
capable of labour. In all manufactures whatever, the 
lower the price of labour 15, the cheaper will be the 
price to the consumer ; and the cheaper this price ia, 
the greater will be the consumption, and consequently 
the more hands employed. This is likewise a very cha- 
ritable law to the poor farmer, and never more necessary 
than at this day, when the rents of lands are rated to the 
highest degree. The great hopes which the farmer hath 
(indeed his common relief from ruin) ia of an exportation 
of com. This exportation cannot be by law, unless where 
the com is under such a partitrular price. How necessary 
then is it to him that the price of labour should be con- 
fined within moderate bounds, that the exportation of 
com, which is of such general advantage to the kingdom, 
should turn, in any considerable manner» to his private 
profit? and what re-ason is there to imagine that his 
power of limiting wages should be executed in any 
dishonest or uncharitable manner ? Is it not a power 

* Preface to his Di&couree on Trade, 
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ectroisted to all the justices of the county or division^ and 
to the sheriff, with the aseiatance of grave, sober, and 
substantia! persons, who must be sufficient judges of the 
matter, and who are directed to have regard to the plenty 
and scarcity of the times? Is it to be suspected that 
many persons of this kind should unite in a cruel and 
flagitious act, by which they would be liable to the con- 
demnation of their own consciences, to the curses of the 
ptwDF, and to be reproached by the example of all their 
neighbouring counties t Are not much grosser exor- 
bitances to be feared on the other side, when the lowest 
artificers, husbandmen, and labourers, are made judges in 
their own cause ; and when it is left to their own dis^ 
cretion to exact what price they please for their labour of 
the poor farmer or clothier : of whom if they cannot 
exact an extravagant price they will fly to that altema- 
tive, which idleness often prefers, of begging or stealing ? 
Lastly, such a restraint is very wholesome to the poor 
labourers themselves ; of whom Sir Josiah observes,* 
' That they hve better in the dearest countries for pro- 
^ visions than in the cheapest, and better in a dear year 

* than in a cheap, especially in relation to the public 
' good ; for in a cheap year they will not work above 
' two days in a week ; their humour being such that they 

* will not provide for a hard time, but just work so much 

* and no more, as may maintain them in that mean condi- 
' tion to which they have been accuatomed/ Is it not 
therefore, upon this concession, demonstrable, that the 
poor man himself will live much better (his family cer- 
tainly will) by these means ? Again, many of the poor» 
and those the more honest and industrious, will probably 
gain by such a law ; for, at the same time that the im- 
pudent and idle, if left to themselves, will certainly exact 

* DiBcouise ou Trade. 
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on tlieJT masters ; the modest, the humble, and truly 
laborious, amy often (and so I doubt not but the case is) 
be oppressed by them, and ioTced to accept a lower price 
ior their labour than the liberality of gentlemen would 
allow them. 

2ndly, The two aasertions contained in the nest para- 
graph both aeem to me suspicious. First, that th(? Dutch 
and other nations have done all that in them lies to draw 
from us our seamen, aod Bome oi our maQufacturers, is 
certainly true ; and this they would do at any price ; but 
that the Dutch do in general give more wages to their 
manufacturers than the English is, I believe, not the fact. 
Of the manufactures of Holland, the only considerable 
article which we ourselves take of them, except linen, are 
toys ; and to this wc are induced, not because the Dutch 
are superior to our workmen in genius and dexterity 
(points in which they are not greatly celebrated), but 
because they work much cheaper. Nor is, 2ndly, the 
immediate transition from trade to manufacture altogether 
so fair. The Dutch, it is true, are principally our rivals 
in trade in general* and chiefly as carriers ; but not so in 
manufacture, particularly in the woollen naanufaeture. 
Here our chief rivals are the French, amongst whom the 
price of labour ia known to be considerably lower than 
with us. To this, among other causes (for I know there 
are others* and some very scandalous ones) they owe their 
success over us in the Levant, It is, indeed, a truth 
which needs no comment nor proof, that where goods are 
of equal value, the man who sells cheapest vrill have the 
most custom ; and it is as certaiuly true, that he who makes 
up his goods in the cheapest manner can sell them ao, 

3rdly, Sir Joaiah asserts, ' That wherever wages are 
' high, universally throughout the world- *tis an infallible 
' evidence of the richea of that country ; and wherever 
* wages for labour run low, it is a proof of the poverty 




' of that place,' — If this be true, the coDce&sion will do 
him no service ; for it will not prove, that to give high 
wages is the way to grow rich ; since it is much more 
probable that riches would cause the advance of wages 
than that high wages should produce richea. This latter, 
I am sure, would appear a high solecism in private life, 
and I believe it b no less so in public. 

4thJy, His neirt: asaerbion. That to re^encA by law the 
labour of ovr pe^pte is to drive them from us, bath partly 
received an answer already. To give this argument any 
force, our wages must be reduced at least below the 
standard of other countries ; which is, I think, very little 
to be apprehended ; but, on the contrary, if the labourer 
Bhuuld carry hb demands ever so little higher, as may be 
reasonably expected, the consumption of many manufac- 
tures will not only be confined to our own people, but to 
a very few of those people. 

Thus, I Iiope, I have given a full answer to this great 
man, whom I cannot dismiss without observing a manifest 
mistake of the question, which runs through all his argu- 
ments ; all that he advances concluding, indeed, only to 
the quantum of wages which shall be given for labour. 
He seems rather to argue against giving too little than 
against reguUting what is t« be given ; ao that his argu- 
ments are more proper for the consideration of the justices 
at their meeting for settling the rates of wages than for 
the consideration of the legislature in a debate concerning 
the expediency of the above law. To evince the ex- 
pediency of which I appeal to the concurrent sense of 
parliament in so many different ages ; for this is not 
only testified cspreaaly in the above statute of Elizabeth 
and James, but may be fairly implied from those ol 
Edward VI. and George L above recited. 

I have moreover, I think, demonstrated, L The equity 
of this law ; and that it is as much for the service of the 
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labourer as of his master, 2. The utUity of it to trade : 
I shall only adcl the necessity of it, in order to execute 
the intention oi the legislature, in compelliDg the idle to 
work ; for is it not the same thing to have the bberty of 
working or not at your own pleasure, and to have the 
absolute nomination of the price at which you will work ? 
the idleness of the common people in this town is, indeed, 
greatly to be attributed to this liberty ; most of theee, if 
they cannot exact an exorbitant price for their labour, 
will remain idle- The habit of exacting on their aupe- 
riora is grown univeraah and the very porters expect to 
receive more for their work than the salaries of above half 
the officers of the army amount to. 

1 conclude then that this law is necessary to be revived 
(perhaps with some enlargements), and that still upon one 
account more ; which is. to enable the magistrate clearly 
to distinguish the corrigible from the incorrigible in idle- 
ness ; for when the price of labour is once established, all 
those poor who shall refuse to labour at that price, even 
at the command of a magistrate, may properly be deemed 
incorrigibly idle. 

For these the legislature have, by several acta of parlia- 
ment, provided a punishment, by commitment to Bride- 
well, either for more or less time ; and a very severe 
puniBimaent this is, if being confirmed in habits of 
idleness, and in every other vicious habit, may be 
esteemed so. 

These houses are commonly called houses of correction, 
and the legislature intended tbem certainly for places of 
correction of idleness at least ; for in many acts, where 
persons are ordered to be committed to Bridewell, it is 
added, t/iere to be kept to hard l(Aour ; nay, in the statute 
of Jac. I.* these houses of correction are directed 'to be 



* CliBp. Ir. Tb^e lious«B were £iat begun to be ereoted atm* 13 BlJi: 
VOL. X, E E 



418 



CAUSES OP THB 



' built with a convenient backside Adioining, togetiier 
^ with mills, turns, cards, and such like necessaiy iia- 
' plements, to set rogues and other idle people on work,' 
Again, in the aeme statute, authority is given to the 
maAter or go%'ernor 'To set to work such rogues, vaga* 

* bonds, idle and disorderly persons, as shall be brought 
' or sent unto the said house (being able) while they shall 
' continue ia the said house, and to punish them, by put- 
' ting fetters on them, and by whipping ; nor are the 
' said rogues, ic., to have any other pro^Hsion than what 
' they shall earn by their labour,' 

The erection of these houses, as is usual with new 
institutions, did at first greatly answer the good purposes 
for which they were designed, insomuch that my lord 
Coke observes, ^ That upon the making of the statute 

* 39 Eliz, for the erection ot houses of correction, and 
*a good space after, whilst justices of peac« and other 

* ofBcers were diligent and industrious, there was not a 
' rogue to be seen in any part of England/ And again 
he prophesies, that ' from the erection of these houses we 
' shall have neither beggar not idle person in the com- 
' monwealthp^ * 

But this great man was a much better lawyer than he 
was a prophet ; for whatever these houses were designed 
to be, or whatever they at first were, the fact is, that they 
are at present, in general, no other than schools of vice, 
seminaries of idleness, and common-sewers of nastinese 
and diaeaae. Ae to the power of whipping, which the 
act of James L vests in the governor, that, I believe, is 
very seldom used, and perhaps when it is, not properly 
applied. And the justice in very lew Instances (in none 

the phooa for idleneas being, before thut time, tbc sto<]ka. In the Ilth 

year of HenTy VIL vagjihonda^ beggars^ &c, are ordered to be set tbfue 

day a and three nights in the etocko. 
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of idleness) hath any power of ordering such puniali- 
ment.* 

And with regard to work, the intention of the law is, 
I apprehend, as totally frustrated. Insomuch, that they 
must be very laay persoud indeed who can esteem the 
labour imposed in any of these houaee aa a punishment. 
In some, I am told, there is not any provision made for 
work. In that of Middlesex in particular the governor 
hath confessed to me. that hs hath had no work t« em- 
ploy hia prisoners, and hath urged as a reason, that 
having generally great numbers of most desperate felons 
under his charge, who^ notwithstanding hin utmast care, 
will sometimes get access to hia other prisoners, he dares 
not trust thoae who are committed to hard labour with 
any heavy or sharp instruments of work, lest they should 
be converted into weapons by the felons. 

What good consequence then can arise from sending 
idle and disorderly persons to a place where they are 
neither to be corrected nor employed ; and where, with 
th© conversation of many as bad, and sometimea worse 
than themselves, they are sure to be improved in the 
knowledge, and coEfinned in the practice of iniquity ? 
Can it be conceived that such persons will not come out 
of these houses much more idle and disorderly than they 
went in ? The truth of this I have often experienced in 
the behaviour of the wretches brought before me ; the 
most impudent and flagitious of whom have always been 
such as have been before acquainted with the discipline 
of Bridewell ; a commitment to which place, though it 
often caueea great horror and lamentation in the novice, 
is usually treated with ridicule and contempt by those 
who have already been there. 



* Bj tho lost v&g&boad act, which repeals all the Conner, roguM and 
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For this reason, 1 believe, many of the worthiest 
magistrates have, to the utmost of their power, declined 
a rigorous execution of the laws For the punishment of 
idleness, thinking that a severe reprimaDd might more 
probably work the conversion of such persona than 
the committing them to Bridewell. This i am sure 
may with great certainty be concluded, that the milder 
method ia leas liable to render what is bad worse, and 
to complete the destruction of the offender. 

But this ia a way of acting, however worthy be the 
motive, which ia sometimes more justifiable to a man's 
own conscience than it would be in the court of King's 
Bench, which requires the magistrate to execute the 
laws entrusted to his care, and in the manner which 
those laws prescribe. And besidee the indecency of 
shewing a disregard to the laws in being, nothing 
surely can be more improper than to eufTer the idle- 
ness ot the poor, the cause of so much evil to the 
society, to go entirely unpuniahed. 

And yet, should the magistrate do hia duty as he is 
required, will the intent and purpose of the legislature 
be answered ? The parliament was, indeed, too wise 
to punish idleness barely by confinement- Labour is 
the true and proper punishment of idleness, for the 
same reason which the excellent Dr. Swift givea why 
death is tbe proper punishment of cowardice. Where 
then is the remedy ? Is it to enforce the execution of 
the law as it now stands, and to reform the present 
conduct of the several Bridewells 7 This would, I be- 
lieve, bo as difficult a work as the cleansing the Augean 
Btables of old ; and would require as extraordinary a 
degree ot political as that did of natural strength to 
accomplish it. In truth, the case here is the same as 
with the ovciecera before ; the trust is too great for the 
person on whom it devolves ; and though these bouses 
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are in some measure under the inspection of the justicea 
of peace, yet this in the statute is recommended in too 
general a manner to their care, to expect any good 
fruits from it. As ^ to the true and {aithful account 
' which they aw to yield to the justices, at the sessions, 
* of the persons in their custody/ this is at present little 
more than matter of form ; nor can it be expected to 
be any other in the hurry of a public sessions, and 
when the stench arising from the prisoners is so intoler- 
able that it is difficult to get any gentlemen to attend 
the court at that time. In the last vagrant act indeed 
two justices arc appointed twice, or oftener, every year 
to examine into the state and nature of houses of cor- 
rection, &c., yet, &s it givea them no power but of re- 
porting to the sessions, I believe it hath not produced 
any good effect ; for the busiuess of the sessions is so 
complicated and various that It happens, as in all coses 
where men have too much to do, that they do little or 
nothing effectually. Perhaps, indeed, if two or more 
justices of the peace were appointed to meet once every 
month at some convenient place, as near as possible to 
the Bridewell, there to summon the governor before 
them» to examine the accounts of hia stock and imple- 
ments for work, and to make such orders (under what 
restrictions the pariiament shall think proper) as to anch 
justices shall seem requisite ; this might afford a pallia- 
tive at least. In short, the great cure for idleness is 
labour ; and this is its only proper punishment ; nor 
should it ever be in the power of the idle person to 
commute this punishment for any other 

In the reign of Edward VI,* a moat severe law 
indeed was made for the punishment of idleness. — 'If 
' any person,* says the statute, ' shall bring to two 
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'justices of peace any nmagat^ servant, or any other 
' which livcth idJy and ioit^ringly by the space of 
' ttiree days, the aaid justices ahall cause the said 
' idle and loitering servant or vagabond to be marked 

* with an hot iron on the breast with the letter V, and 
' adjudge him to be elave to the same person that 

* brought and presented him, to have to him, hia 
' executors and assigns, for two years, who ahall take 

* the aaid slave, and give him bread, wat^r^ or small 

* drinks and refuse meat, and cause him to work by 
' beating, chaining, or otherwise, in such work and 
' labour as he shall put him, be it never so vile. And 

* if such slave absent himself from his master within 
' the term, by the space of fourteen days, he shall be 
' adjudged by two justices of the peace to be marked on 
' the forehead, or the ball of the cheek, with a hot iron, 

* with the sign of an S, and ahall be adjudged to be 
'slave to his said master for ever; and, if the said 
'slave shaL run away a second time he shall be ad- 
' judged a felon,* 

This statute lived no longer than two years, indeed it 
deserved no longer a date ; for it was cruel, uncoiwtitu- 
tional, and rather resembling the cruel temper of a Draco 
than the mild spirit of the English law. But, est vwdu^ ; 
there is a difference between making men slaves and 
felons, and compelling them to be subjects ; in abort, 
between throwing the reins on the neck of idleness, and 
riding it with spurs of iron. 

Thus have I endeavoured to give the reader a general 
idea of the laws which relate to this single point of em- 
ploying the poor ; and, as well as 1 am able to discern, 
of their defects, and the reasons of those defects. 1 have 
likewise given some hints for the cure, and have pre- 
sumed to offer a plan, which, in my humble opinion, 
would effectually answer every purpose desired^ 
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But till this plan shall be produced ; or (-wtiich ia more 
to be expected) till some man of greater abilities, as well 
as of greater authority, shaU offer some new regulation 
for this purpose ; something at least ought to be done to 
strengthen the lawa already made, and to enforce their 
execution* The matter is of the highest concern, and 
imports U9 not only as we are good men and good 
Christiana, but as we are good Englishmen ; since not 
only preserving the poor from the highest degrees of 
wretchedness, but the making them useful subjects, is 
the thing proposed ; A work, aays Sir Josiah Child,* 
u^hich would redound sovte hundred of thoujiands per 
annum to the public advantage. Lastly, it ia of the 
utmost importance to that point which is the subject 
matter of this treatise, for which reason I have thought 
myself obliged to give it a full consideration. ' The 
w&nt of a due provision,' says Lord Hale, f ' for 
education and relief of the poor in a way of industry, 
is that which fills the gaols with malefactors, and fills 
the kingdom with idle and unprofitable persons, that 
consume the stock of the kingdom without improving 
it, and that will daily increase, even to a desolation 
in time. And this error in the first concoction is 
never remediable but by gibbets and whipping/ 
In serious truth, if proper care should be taken to 
provide for the present poor, and to prevent their 
increase by laying some effectual restraiata on the 
extravagance of the lower sort of people, the remaining 
part of this treatise would be rendered of little conse- 
quence ; since few persons, I believe, have made their 
exits at Tybum who have not owed their fate to some 
of the causes before mentioned. But as I am not too 
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sanguine in my expectations on this head, I shall now 
proceed to consider of some methods to obviate the 
frequency of rDbberies, which, if less efficacious, arc, 
perhaps, much easier than tboae already proposed. And 
it we will not remove the temptation, at least we ought 
to take away all encouragement to robbery. 
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0/ the punishmejU of receivers of stolen goods. 

Now one great encouragement to theft o[ all kinds is the 
ease and safety with which stolen goods may be disposed 
ol It is a very old and vulgar, but a very true saying, 
' That if there were no receivers there would be no 
' thieves/ Indeed could not the thief find a market 
for his goods, there would be an absolute end of 
aeveral lands of theft ; such as shop-lifting, burglary, 
&c., the objects of which are generally goods and not 
money. Nay, robberies on the highway would ao 
seldom answer the purpose of the adventurer, that very 
few would think it worth their while to risk bo much 
with such small expectations. 

But at present, instead of meeting with any such dis- 
couragement, the thief disposes of his goods with almost 
as much safety as the honestest tradesman : for firsts if 
he hath made a booty of any value^ he is almost sure of 
seeing it advertised within a day or two, directing him to 
bring the goods to a certain place where he is to receive a 
reward (sometimes the full value of the booty) and no 
questions asked. This method of recovering stolen goods 
by the owner, a very learned judge formerly declared 
to have been, in his opinion, a composition of felony. 
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And aurely if this be proved to be carried into execu- 
tion, I think it must amount to a full conviction of that 
crime. But, indeed, such advertisements are in them- 
selves so very scandalous, and of auch pernicious conse- 
quence, that if men are not ashamed to own they prefer 
an old watch or a diamond ring to the good of the 
society, it is pity some effectual law was not contrived 
to prevent their giving this public countenance to rob- 
bery for the future. 

But if the person robbed should prove either too 
honest, or too obstinate, to take this method of recover- 
ing his goods, the thief is under no difficulty in turning 
them into money- Among the great number of brokers 
and pawnbrokers several are to be found, who are 
always ready to receive a gold watch at an easy rate, 
and where no questions are asked, or at least, where 
no answer ia expected but such as the thief can very 
readily make. 

Besides the clandestine dealers this way, who satisfy 
their consciences with telling a ragged fellow, or wench, 
that fhey hope they came honestly by silver, and gold, 
and diamonds; there are others who scorn such pitiful 
subterfuges, who engage openly with the thieves, and 
who have warehouses filled with stolen goods only- 
Among the Jews, who live in a certain place in the 
city, there have been, and perhaps still are, some notable 
dealers this way. who, in an almost public manner, have 
carried on a trade for many years with Rotterdam, where 
they have their warehouses and factors, and whither they 
export their goods with prodigious profit, and as pro- 
digious impunity. iVnd all this appeared very plainly 
last winter in the esamination of one Cadosa. a Jew, in 
the presence of the late excellent Duke of Richraond, 
and many other noblemen and magistrates. 

What then shall we say 7 ia not this mifichief worthy 
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oi some remedy, or is it not capable of it ? The noble 
duke (one of the worthiest of raegiatrates, aa well as of 
the best of men) thought otherwise, aa would have 
appeared, had hia valuable lite, for the good of mail' 
kind, been prolonged. 

Certain it ia, that the law, aa it now stands, is ineffec- 
tual to cure the evil. Let us see therefore, if possible, 
where the detect lies. 

At the common law, any one might lawfully (aays 
Lord Hale) have received his own good9 from the felon 
who stole them,* But, if he had received them upon 
agreement not to prosecute, or trO prosecute faintly, this 
would have been theftbote, punishable by imprisoument 
and ranaom. 

But in neither of the foregoing cases would the re- 
ceiver of the goods have become an acceaaary to the 
felor- 3o if one man had bought another's gooda of 
the thief, though he had known them to be stolen, it be 
had given the juet value for them, he would not have 
become an acceaaary.f But if he had bought them at 
an undervalue, this. Sir Richard Hyde held, would have 
made him an acceasarj'. My Lord Hale differs froni his 
opinioE, and his reason to some readers may seem a plea- 
sant one ; For if there be any odds (says he) he that gives 
more benefits the felon jnore than he thai gives leas than 
rvalue. Httwever, this, bis lordship thinks, may be a mis- 
demeanor punishable by fine and imprisonment ; but that 
the bare receiving of gooda^ knowing them to be stolen, 
makes not an accessary. 

So says the great Lord Hale, and so indeed was the 
law ; though the judges seem nut to have been unani- 
mous in their opinion. In the book of Assizes,^ Scrope 
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13 said to have held otherwise ; and though Shard there 
quashed an appeal of felony for receiving stolen goods 
only, yet 1 cannot help observing, that the reporter of 
the case hath left a note of astonishment at the judgment 
of the court. This, says he, was wonderful ! and won- 
derful aurely it is^ if he who receives, relieves, comforts, 
or assists a felon, shall be an accessfiry, that he shall not 
be so, who knowingly buys the goods of the felon ; which 
15 generally, I believe, the strongest relief, comfort, and 
assistance which can be given him, and without the hope 
and expectation of which, he would never have com- 
mitted the theft or robber>\ 

It is unnecesaary, however, to enter farther into this 
controversy ; since it is now expressly declared by sta- 
tnt-e,* * That the receivers of stolen goods, knowing them 
' to be stolen, shall be deemed accessaries after the fact," 

Bjit tbia statute, though it removed the former ab- 
surdity of the law, was not sufficient to remedy the evil ; 
there yet remaining many difficulties in bringing these 
pernicious miscreants to justice, consistent with legal 
rules. For, 

1, As the offence of the accessary is dependent on 
that of the principal, he could not be tried or outlawed, 
till after the conviction or attainder of the principal ; so 
that however strong evidence there might be against the 
receiver, he was etill safe, unless the thief could be 
apprehended. 

2. If the thief on his trial should be acquitted, as 
often happens through some defect of evidence lu the 
moat notorious cases, the receiver, being only an acces- 
sary, though he hath confessed hia crime, or though the 
most undeniable evidence could be brought against him, 
must be acquitted likewise. 
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3. In petit larceny there can be no sucli accfssary 
for though the statute saya, that a receiver of stolen 
goods, knowing, &c. shall be an accessary after the 
fact, that is legally understood to mean only in cases 
where such accessary may be by law ; and that ia 
confined to such felonies as are to receire judgment of 
death, or to have tte benefit of clergy. Now, for petit 
larceny, which is the stealing goods of leaa value than d 
shilling, the punishment at common law is whipping ; 
and thia was properly enough considered as too trifling 
an offence to extend the guilt to criminals in a second 
degree. But since juries have taken upon them to con- 
sider the value of goods as immaterial, and to find upon 
theix oaths, that what ia proved to be worth several ehil- 
lings, and aometimes several pounds, ia of the value of 
tenpence, thia is become a matter of more consequence. 
For instance, if a pickpocket steal several handkerchiefs, 
or other things, to the value of t^'enty shillings, and the 
receiver of these, knowing them to be stolen, is disco- 
vered, and both are indicted, the one as principal, the 
other as accessary, as they must be; if the jury convict 
the principal, and find the goods to be of as high value 
as a shilling, he must receive judgment of death ; where- 
as, by finding the goods {which they do upon their oaths) 
to be of the value of ten-pence, the thief is ordinarily 
sentenced to be whipped, and returns immediately to 
his trade of picking pockets, and the accessary is of 
course discharged, and of course returns to his trade of 
recei\'ing the booty. Thus the jury arc perjured, the 
public highly injured, and two excellent acts of parlia- 
ment defeated, that two miscreants may laugh at their 
prosecutors, and at the law. 

The two former of these defects are indeed remedied 
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by a later statute,* which enacts, * That the buyers and 
' receivers of stolen goods, koowing them to be stolen, 
' may be prosecuted for a misdemeanor, and punished by 

* fine and imprisonment, though the principal felon be 

* not before convicted of felony-' 

This last statute ia again repeated in the 5th of Qneen 
Anne ; ^ and there the power of the court to punish in 
the case of the misdemeanor, is farther increased to any 
other corporal puniahment, which the court shall think 
fit to inflict, instead of fine and imprisonment ; and, in 
the case of the felony, the accessary is to receive judg- 
ment of death ; bat the benefit of clergy is not taken 
away. Lastly, by the statute of George 114 *^^ ^^" 
ceivers of stolen goods, knowing. &c, are to be trans- 
ported for fourteen years. And by the same statute, 
every person taking money or reward, directly or in- 
directly, under pretence or upon account of helping any 
to stolen goods, unless such person apprehend and bring 
to his trial the felon, and give evidence against him, is 
made guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, 

And thus stands the law at this day ; which, notwith- 
standing the repeated endeavours of the legislature, 
experience shews ua, is incapable of removing this 
deplorable evil from the society. 

The principal defect aeems, to me, to lie in the ex- 
treme difficulty of convicting the offender ; for, 

L Where the thief can be taken, you are not at liberty 
to prosecute for the misdemeanor. 

2. The thief himself, who must be convicted before 
the accessary is to be tried, cannot be a witoess. 

3. Without such evidence it is very difficult to convict 
of the knowledge, that the goods were stolen : which, in 
this case, can appear from circumstances only. Such are 
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principally, 1st, Buying goods of value, of persons vf 
unlikely to be the lawful proprietors, 2iid!y, Buying 
tbem for much le^ thao their real value. 3rd]y. Buying 
them, or selling them again, in a clandeatme manner, 
concealing them, &c. None of these are commonly 
liable to be proved ; and I have known a man acquitted, 
where most of the^e circumstancea have appeared against 
him. 

What then ia to be done, to extirpate this stubborn 
mischief ? To prove the pernicious conaequence of 
which, I need. I think, only appeal to the sense of 
parliament, testified in so many repeated acta, and very 
strongly expre3sed in their preamblea. 

First, Might it not be proper to put an effectual stop 
to the present scandalous method of compoimdiog felony 
by public advert isementa in the newspapers ? Might not 
the inserting such advertisements be rendered highly 
criminal in the authors of them^ and in the printers 
themselves, unless they discover such authors ? 

2ndly, la it impossible to find any means of regulating 
brokers and pawnbrokers ? if so, what argmnenta are 
there against extirpating entirely a set of miscreants, 
which, like other vermin, harbour only about the poor, 
and grow fat by sucking their blood ? 

3rdly, Why should not the receiving stolen goods, 
knowing them to be stolen, be made an ori^ra! offence T 
by which means the thief, who is often a paltry offender 
in comparison of the receiver, and sometimes his pupil, 
might, in little felonies, be made a witness against him ; 
for thus the trial of the receiver would in no case depend 
on the trial or conviction of the thief, 

4thly, Why may not the bare buying or taking to 
pawn stolen goods, above a certain value, be made evi- 
dence of recei™g with knowledge* &e. unless the goods 
were bought m market overt (no broker's or pawn- 
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broker's shop to be reputed such market overt) or unleaa 
the defendant could prcre, by a credible witness to the 
transaction, that he had good cause to regard the seller 
or pawner of the goods to be the real owner. If 20s. 
was the value limited, it would answer all the purposes 
contended for ; and would in nowise interfere with the 
honest trade (if indeed it ever be so) between the pawn- 
broker and the poor. 

If none of these methods be thought possible or proper. 
I hope better will be found out- Something ought to be 
done, to put an end to the present practice, of which I 
daily see the most pernicious consequences j many of the 
younger thieves appearing plainly to be taught, encour- 
aged, and employed by the receivers. 
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0/ laws relaiing to vagabonds. 



The other great encouragement to robbery, beside the 
certain means of finding a market for the booty, is the 
probability of escaping punishment. 

First, then, the robber hath great hopes of being 
undiscovered ; and this is one principal reason, why 
robberies are more frequent in this town, and in it^ 
neighbourhood, than in the remoter parts of this king- 
dom. 

Whoever indeed considers the cities of London and 
Westminster, with the late vast addition of their suburbs, 
the great irregularity of their buildings* the immense 
number of lanes, alleys, courts, and bye-places ; must 
think, that, had they been intended for the very purpose 
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of concealment, they could scarce have been better con- 
trived. Upon auch a view the whole appears as a vaat 
wood or forest, in which a thief may harbour with sa 
great security, as wild beasts do in the deserts of Africa 
or Arabia ; for, by wandering from one part to another* 
and often shifting hia quarters, he may almost avoid the 
possibility of being discovered. 

Here, according to the method I have hitherto pursued^ 
I will consider, what remedy our laws have applied to 
this evil, namely, the wandennq of the poor, and whether 
and wherein these remedies appear defective. 

There is no part of our ancient constitution more ad- 
mirable than that which waa calculated to prevent the 
concealment of thieves and robbers. The original of 
this institution is given to Alfred, at the end of his wars 
with the Danes, when the English were very much de- 
bauched by the eiample of those barbarians, and betook 
themselves to all manner of licentiousnesa and rapine. 
These evils were encouraged, as the biatorians say, by 
the vagabond state of the offeaderB, who, having no 
settled place of abode, upon committing any offence, 
shifted their quarters, and went where it was difficult 
to discover them. To remedy this mischief, therefore, 
Alfred having limited the shires or counties in a better 
manner than before, divided them into hundreds, and 
these again into tithinga, decennaries, or ten families.* 

Over every one oi these tithings or decennaries, there 

♦ ' By these tec familieB (aavs llie annotator to Rapin) we are not to 
' imderBtand ten bousekeepera. but ten lords oi manore, witt all their 
' TeSBBls, tenants, labourers and slavos ; who, though they did not all 

* live under their lord'a roof, were all counted part, of his family. As there 

* were no little freeholder in those times, nor for long after, ten auch 
^ families muBt occupy a larg« space of ground, and might well eoastiti]t« 
' a rural tithing,' But this rural tithing would be larger than the hundred 
itself ; and the very nnme and oflicc of a tithingman, continued in parislietf 
to this day, shews thst lord^ of manors could noL he here meant. 
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was a chief, called a tithiEgman or burgh-holder, who 
had a power to call a court, and to try fimall offences ; 
the greater being referred to that court which was in 
like maimer established over every hundred. 

Every one of these heads of families were pledgee 
to each other for the behaviour of all their family ; and 
were likewise reciprocally pledges for each other to the 
hundred. 

If any person was suspected of a crime, he was 
obliged to find security for hia good behaviour out of 
the aame hundred and tithing. This if he could not 
find, he had reason to apprehend being treated with great 
severity ; and if any accused person, either before or 
after hia finding bail, had fled from justice, the whole 
tithing and hundred should pay a fine to the king. 

In caae of the default of appearance in a decenner, 
his nine pledges had one-and- thirty days to bring the 
delinquent forth to justice. If this failed, then the chief 
of those decenners, by the vote of that and the neighbour 
decennaries, was to purge himself both of the guilt of 
the fact, and of being parties to the flight of the delin> 
quent. And if they could not do this, then they were, 
by their own oaths, to acquit themselves, and to bind 
themselves to bring the delinquent to justice as soon as 
they could, and, in the mean time, to pay the damage 
out of the estate of the delinquent ; and, if that were 
not suflicient, then out of their own estate.* 

Every subject in the kingdom was registered in some 
tithing ; only persons of the first rant had the privilege 
(says Mr. Rapiu f) that their single famUy should make 
a tithing, for which they were responsible. 'All arch- 
' bishopSj bishops, earls, barons, and aU (says Bracton) 
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' who have sole and sac, tol and team, and these kind 
' of liberties, ought to have under their fridburgh, all 

* their knights, servaBts, esquires, and, if any of them 
' prove deUnquentt the lord shall bring him to justice, or 

* pay his fine-' * ■ 

The master of the family was answerable for all who 
fed at his board, and were of hia livery, and for all his 
eervants of every kind, even for those who served him 
for their food only, without wages. These were said to 
be of his matiupast; bo were his guests; and. it a man 
abode at any house but two nights, the roaster of that 
house was answerable for him-f 

In a word, says Bracton, every man, as well freemen 
fls others, ought to belong to some frankpledge {Le. to 
some decanna) unless he be a traveller, or belong to the 
manupast of some other ; or unless he give some counter- 
vaihng security to the public, as dignity (vis, nobility) 
order (knighthood, or of the clergy) or estate (vix. either 
freehold in land^ or personal effects, res imTnobUes) if he 
be a citizen- 

By the laws of Edward the Confessor, every person, 
of the age of twelve years, ought to be sworn in a view 
of frankpledge, That hfi will naitker become a thief kintselff 
noT be any vdse accessary to ihe/L fl 

This court, BrittonJ tells us, was to be holden twice a 
year, which was afterwards reduced to once a year by 
Magna Charla ; and no man. says the Mirror, was, by 
an ancient ordinance, suffered to remain in the kingdom, 
who was not enrolled in decenna, and had freemen for hia 
pledges,§ 

Such was this excellent constitution, which even in 
Alfred's time, when it was in its infancy, wrought so 
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ailiiHrtible an eSect, tLdt Ingulphus nays, a traVEller 

miglit have openly left a sum of money safely in the 
fields and highways, and have found It safe and un- 
touched a month afterwards.* Nay. William of JVIalmea- 
bury t^lla ua^ the king ordered braceleta of gold to be 
hung up in the cross ways, as a proof of the honesty of 
his pf-opli?, none ever ofiering to meddle with tliem,"(' 

But this confititution would have been deficient, if it 
had only provided for the incorporating the subjects, 
unless it had confined them to the places where they 
were thus incorporated. 

And therefore by the laws of Alured, or Canute, it 
was rendered unlawful for any of the decennera to depart 
from their dwelling, without the consent of their fellow- 
pledges ; nor were they at Lberty to leave the country, 
without the licence of the sheriff or governor of the 
fiame4 

And if a person, who fled from one tithing, was re- 
ceived in another, the tithing receiving him should answer 
for hia deed (i,e. by amercement) if he was there found. § 

* Before this order was eatablishedj' saya Kapin. ^ the 
'meaner sort of people might shift their quarters^ by 

* reason of their obscurity, which prevented them from 
' being taken notice of. But it was impossible for them 
' to change their habitation, after they were obliged to 
' bring a testimonial from their tithing, to enable them 
' to settle and be registered iu another.' ][ 

' Whilst this ancient constitution remained entire, such 
' peace,* says Lord Coke, ' waa preserved within the 
' realm, as no injuries, homicides, robberies, thefta, riots, 
^ tumults, or other offences, were committed ; so aa a man, 

* with a white wand, might safely have ridden, before the 
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' conquest, with much money about him, without any 
' weapon, through England-' * Nay, even in the tumul 
tuous times of William the Conqueror, the historians tell 
ua, there waa scarce a robber to be found in the kingdoic. 

This view of frankpledge remained long aft^r the con- 
quest : for we find it twice repeated in one chapter of 
Magna Charta ; t and there particularly it is said, FvU 
autem vUus d€ /rankpleg sic nddtcct quod pax nostra 
TEXEATua, Nay Btacton, who wrote after that time, and 
Fleta after liim, speak of frankpledge as then subsisting. 

The statute of Marlborough likewiae^ which was mad« 
the 52nd of Henry IIL mentions the same court ; aa doth 
BrittoE, who wrote atill later, in many places. And in 
the 17th of Edward IL an act was made called TU 
istalufe for tlw t^iew of Frankpledge.'^ 

Nay, in the reign of Henry IV. we find aa amerce- 
ment for not coming to a view of frankpledge ; and 
there the whole court of king's bench were of opinion, 
that every man, as well masters as servants, were oblig^ 
to repair to this court ; § and though then possibly it was 
degenerated, and become little more than form. 

But in process of time, this inatitution dwindled to 
nothing ; so that Lord Coke might truly say, Qftod vem 
institutio Ulius curia evanuit^ tt vdut ttmbra ejusdem 
cdhuc remarket; and a little after, speaking of the frank- 
pledge, the Decennariif and the Deeenna, he says, ' They 
'are namca continued only as shadows of antiquity/ 1| 
Nay, this great man himself (if, after a moat careful and 
painful perusal of all he hath writ, as well here as in 
his 4th Institute, and other places on the subject* I may 
be allowed to say so) seems to have no very clear idea 

* a Inatit. 73. -f Chap, nxiiii; 

J But ttiH matter was before tkat tPaOBforred from th© dccennarjconrt 
to tlie leftta nnd slieriff's touTn; 

S Hili 3 H. IV. Pi. 10. It % In*t. 71: 75: 
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concetning ttem ; and might have fairly oft-ned, of the 
original of the leet of frankpledge, what one of the sages 
doth of an hundred^ in the book of Henry VII. ' That 
' a hundred had existed above a hundied years ; and 
■ therefore, as to the true definition of a hundred, and 
* whether it was composed of a hundred towns, or a 
' hundred lordships, and whether it had anciently more 
' ur less jurisdiction, he frankly owned that he knew 
' nothing of the matter,' * 

The statute of Marlborough f had perhaps given a 
fatal blow to the true and ancient use of the view of 
frankpledge; of which, as Lord Coke says, J the sheriffs 
had made an ill use ; for, in the 3rd year of the succeed- 
ing king, § we find the legiskture providing against 
notorious felons, and such as be openly of evU fame, 
that they shall not be admitted to bail ; and, in the 
13th, the statute of Winchester entirely altered the law, 
and gave us a new constitution on thia head. 

1. By this act the whole hundred is made answeiable 
in case of robberies. 

2. In order to prevent the concealment of robbers in 
towns, it is enacted, 1. That the gates of all walled 
towns shall be shut from son-setting to sun-riaing. 

2. A watch is appointed, who are to arrest all strangers, 

3. No person is to lodge in the suburbs, nor in any place 
out of the town, unless his host will answer for him. 

4. The hailifls of towns shall make enquiry once within 
fifteen days at the farthest, of all persons lodged in the 
suburbs, &e,, and of those who have received any sus- 
picious persona. 

3. To prevent the concealment of robbers without the 

♦ 8 H. VII. 3 b. 

t Chap, iidv. By ^s-hich justices in eyre are iorbidden to ameice 
tOwnehipB, because all of twelve years old were not flworo, 
L } 2 Infltit. 147. § WeatmJn&ter, 1 ehap. zr. 
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towns, it is enacted, that the highways leading from one 
market-town to another shall be enlarged, and no bushes, 
woods, or dykes, in which felons may be concealed, flhall 
be suffered therein, . 

4- Felons are to be pursued by hue and cry. 

This statute, says Lord Coke, was made against a gang 
of ro^es then called Koberdsmen, that took their de- 
nomination of one Robin Hood, who lived in Yorkshire 
in the reign of Richard L, and who. with his companions, 
harbouring in woods and deserts^ committed a great 
number of robberies and other outrages on the subject. 
From thia arch-thief a great number of idle and dissolute 
fellows, who were called Drawhitches, Ribauds, and 
Hoberdsmen, took their rise, and infested this kingdom 
for above a century, notwithstanding the many en- 
deavours of the legislature from time to time to suppress 
them. 

In all these laws, the principal aim visibly was, to 
prevent idle persons wandering from place to place, 
which, as we have before seen, was one great point ol ^ 
the decennary constitution. 1 

Thus by a law made in the 34th year of Edward III, 
a labourer departing from hia eervice into another county 
was to be burned in the forehead with the letter F. And, 
by the same statute^ if a labourer or servant do fly into » 
city or borough, the chief officer, on request, was to 
deliver him up. 

Again, in the 7th year of Richard II, the justices ol 
peace are ordered to examine vagabonds ; and, if they 
have no sureties for their good behavipur, to commit 
them to prison. 

In the 11th year of Henry VIL it was enacted, that 
vagabonds and idle persons shall be set on the stocks 
three days and three nights, and have no other suste-* 
nance but bread and water, and then shall be put out 
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of the town, and whoBoerer gave such idle persons relief 

forfeited 12d. 

By 22 Henry VIII, persons calling themselves 
Egyptians shalJ not come into the realm, under penalty 
of forfeiting their goods ; and, if they do not depart 
within fifteen daya after they are commanded, ahali be 
imprisoned. 

By the 1 and 2 Philip and Mary,* Egyptians coming 
into the kingdom, and remaining here a month, are mode 
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy. 

And those who bring them into the realm forfeit ifM, 

By the 5 Elizabeth the crime of felony without clergy 
is extended to all who are found in the company of 
Egyptians, or who shall counterfeit, transform, or dis- 
guise themselves aa such. 

By 22 Henry VIII. a vagabond taken begging shall 
be whipped, and then sworn to return to the place of his 
birthj or last abode for three years, there to put himself 
to labour. 

By 27 Henry VIIL a valiant beggar or sturdy vaga- 
bond shall he whipped for the first oSence, and sent to 
the place of his biith, &c. for the second, the upper part 
of the gristle of his right ear cut of! ; and if after that 
he be taken wandering in idleness, &c., he shall be ad- 
judged and executed aa a felon. 

I shall mention no more acts (for several were made) 
between this and the 39th Elizabeth, when the former 
act6 concerning vagabonds were all repealed, and the 
several provisions against them were reduced to one 
law, 

Thjs act, which cantaitied many wholesome provisions, 
remained in force a long time, but at length was totally 
repealed by the 12th of Queen Amie ; aa this was again 

• Chap, iv. 
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by the 13th George II. which last mentioned statute 
stands now repealed by another, made about bix years 
ago* 

I have taken this short view oi these repealed laws, in 
order to enforce two considerations. First, that the re- 
moval of an evil which the legislature have so often 
endeavoured to redress is of great importance to the 
society. 2ndly, That an evil which so many subsequent 
laws have failed of removing is of a very stubborn 
nature^ and extremely difficult to be cured. 

Here I hope to be forgiven when I suggest, that the 
kw hath probably failed in this instance from want of 
sufficient direction to a single point. As on a former 
head the disease seems to be no other than idlenesSf so 
here wandering is the cause of the mischief^ and that 
alone to which the remedy should be applied. This, 
one would imagine, should be the chief, if not eole 
intent, of all laws against vagabonds, which might, in 
a synonymous phrase, be called laws against wanderers. 
But as the word itself hath obtained by vulgar use a 
more complex signification, so have the laws on this 
head had a more general view than to extirpate this 
mischief ; and by that means, perhaps, have faded of 
producing such an efiect. 

I will therefore confine myself, as I have hitherto 
done on this head, to the single point of preventing the 
poor from wandering, one principal cause of the increase 
oi robbers ; as it is the chief means of preserving them 
torn the pursuit oJ justice- It being impossible tor any 
thief to carry on hia trade long with impunity among his 
neighbours, and where not only hia person, but his way 
oi hfe. must be well known. 

Now to obviate this evil the law^ as it now stands, hath 
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provided in a twofold manner. 1- By way of prevenbion ; 
and, 2» By way of remedy, 

A3 to the first, the statute of Elizabeth declares,* that 
no person retained in husbandry, or in any art or science 
in the act mentioned,^ after the time of his retainer ia 
expired, shall depart out of any city, parish, &c., nor out 
of the county, &c., to serve in any other, unless he have 
a testimonial under the seal of the city or town corporate, 
or of the constahle or other head officer, and two other 
honest householders of the city, town, or parish, where 
he last served, declaring his lawful departure, and the 
name of the shire and place where he served last. This 
certificatfi is \xi be delivered to the servant, and regis- 
tered by the parson, for 2d., and the form of it is given 
in the act. 

And no person is to be retained in any other service, 
without shewing such testimonial to the chief officer of 
the town corporate, and in every other place to the con- 
stable, curate, &c., on pain of imprisonment, till he 
procure a testimonial ; and, if he cannot procure such 
testimonial within twenty-one daya he shall be whipped, 
and treated like a vagabond ; so shall he be if found 
with a forged testimoniah And those who receive 
him without shewing such testimonial as aforesaid 
forfeit 5?. 

As to the 2nd, the law hath been extremely liberal 
in its provisions. These are of two sorts, 1. Simply 
compulsory; and, 2, Compulsory with punishment. 
Under the former head may be ranged the several acts 
of parliament relating to the settlement, or rather re- 
moval of the poor. 

Aa these statutes, though very imperfectly executed. 



• Elii. c. iv. sect. 10, in force, though not Id urb. 
t l.t. ia almost ererj trade. 



44e 



CAUSES OF TffE 



are pretty generally known (the nation having paid aome 
milliona to Weatmi aster-hall for the knowledge of them), 
1 shall mention them very slij^htly in this place. 

The statute of Elizabeth, together with the wise execu- 
tion of it. having made the poor an intolerable burden 
to the public, disputes began to arise between parishes^ 
to whose lot it fell to provide for certain individuals ; for 
the laws for confining the poor to their own homes being 
totally disregarded, these used to ramble wherever whim 
or conveniency invited them. The overseets of one parish 
were perhaps more liberal of the parochial fund than in 
another; or, sometimes, probably, the overseer of the 
parish A was a friend or relation of a poor person of the 
parish of B, who did not choose to work. From some 
such reason the poor of one parish began to bring a 
charge on another. 

To remedy such inconveniences, inuDediately after the 
restoration,'' a statute was made by which it any poor 
man likely to be chargeable came to inhabit in a foreign 
parish, unleas in a tenement of 10?. a year, tbe overaeera 
might complain to one justice within forty days, and then 
two justices were to remove the poor person to the place 
of his last legal settlement, 

By a second act,t the forty days are to be reckoned 
after notice given in writing to the churchwarden or 
overseer by the poor person, containing the place of his 
abode, number of his family, &c. 

Bat by the same statute the executing a public annual 
offioe during a year, or being charged with and paying 
to the public taxes, &c., or (if unmarried and not having 
a child) being lawfully hired into any parish, and serving 
for one year, or being bound apprentice by indenture. 
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and inhabitiDg, &c., aje all made good aettlementa with- 
out notice. 

Bj a third statute,* persons bringing a certificate 
signed by the overseers, &c.. and allowed hj two justices, 
cannot be removed till they become chargeable. 

By a fourth.t ^^ ^^^^ certificate person shall gain 
a settlement by any other act than by bona Jide taking 
a lease of a tenement of 10^ per annutiu or by executing 
an annual office. 

By a fifth4 no apprentice or hired servant ot certi- 
ficate person shall, by such service or apprenticeship, 
gain any settlement* 

By a sixth, § no person by any purchase of which the 
consideration doth not bona fide amount to 30/_ shall 
gain any settlement longer than while he dwells on 
such purchase, 

So much for these laws of removal, ooncerning which 
there are several other acts of parliament, iind law cases 
innumerable. 

And yet the law itself \&, as I have said, very im- 
perfectly executed at this day, and that for several 
reasons* 

L It is attended with great trouble; for as the act 
of Charles IL t^ery msdy requires two justices, and the 
Court of King's Bench requires them both to be present 
together (though they seldom are so), the order of re- 
moval is sometimes difficult to be obtained, and more 
difficult to be executed ; for the parish to which the 
party is to be removed (perhaps with a family) is often 
in a distant county ; nay, sometimes they are to be 
carried from one end of the kingdom to another. 

2. It is often attended with great expense, as well 
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for the reaaon aforesaid as because the parish reraoving 
18 liable to an appeal from the pariah to which the poor 
ia removed i Thia appeal ia sometimes brought by d 
wealthy and litigioua parish against a poor one, without 
any colour of right whatever. 

3. The removal is often ineffectual ; for, as the appeal 
is almost certain to be brought if an attorney lives in 
the neighbourhood ; so ia it almost as sure to succeed 
if a justice lives in the parish. And as for relief in 
the King's Bench, it the justices of peace will allow 
you to go thither (for that they will not always do) the 
delay, as well as the coat, ia such, that the remedy is 
often worse than the disease. 

For these reasons it can be no wonder that parishes 
are not very forward to put this law in execution. 
Indeed, in all cases of removal, the good of the pamh* 
and not of the public, is consulted j nay, sometimes, 
the good of an individual only ; and therefore the poor 
man who is capable of getting his livelihood by hia 
dexterity at any handicraft, and likely to do il by his 
industry, ia sure to be removed with his family ; espe- 
cially if the overseer^ or any of his relations, should be 
of the same occupation ; but the idle poor, who threaten 
to rival no man in his business, are never taken any 
notice of, till they become actually chargeable ; and if, 
by begging or robbing, they avoid this, as it ia no man's 
interest, so no man thinks it his duty to apprehend 
them. 

It cannot therefore be expected, that any good of the 
kind I am contending for should be eSeeted by this 
branch of the law ; let ua therefore, in the second place^ 
take a view of that which is expressly levelled at vagrante, 
and calculated, as it appears, for the very purpose of 
suppressing wanderers. 

To survey this branch will be easy, as all the laws 
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concerning vagrants are now reduced into one act of 

parliament ; and it is the easier stiU. as this act Is very 
clearly penned, and (which is not always the case) re- 
duced to a regular and intelligible niethod. 

By this act then three degrees of offences are consti- 
tnted. 

First, persons become idle and disorderly within the 
act, by, I, Threatening to run away and to leave their 
wiveB or children to the parish. 2. Unlawfully return- 
ing to the place from whence they have been legally 
removed by the order of two juatices, without bringing 
a certificate, &c. 3, Living idle without employment, 
and refusing to work foi usual and common w&ges. 
4< By begging in their own parishes, 

Secondly, persona by, i. Going about as patent- 
gatherers, or gatherers of alms under pretence of loss 
by fire, or other casualty ; or, 2. Going about as col- 
lectors for prisons, gaols, or hospitals. 3. Being fencers 
and bearwarda. 4. Or common playera of interludes, 
&c- 6. Or minstrels^ jugglera. 6, Pretending to be 
gypsies, or wandering in such habit. 7- Pretending to 
physiognomy, or like crafty science, &c. S. Using any 
subtle craft to deceive and impose on any of his Majesty's 
subjects. 9. Playing or sitting at unlawful gamea. 10. 
Running away, and leaving wives or children, whereby 
they become chargeable to any parish- 11. Wandering 
abroad as petty chapmen or pedlars, not authorised by 
law, 12. Wandering abroad and lodging in alehouses* 
bams, out-houses, or in the open air, not giving a good 
account of themselves, I3» Wandering abroad and 
begging, pretending to be soldiers, mariners, seafaring 
men, or pretending to go to work at har\'e9t. 14, 
Wandering abroad and begging, are to be deemed rogues 
and vagabonds. 

Thirdly, L End-gatherers offending against the 13 
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George L entituled. An Act for the better Regtdation oj 
the Woollen Manufactures^ &c., being convicted of such 
oSence ; 2. Persons apprehended as rogues and vaga- 
booda escaping; or, 3. refusing to go before a juetice ; 
or, 4. rehiring to be examined on oath ; or, 5. refusing 
to be conveyed by a pass ; or, 6- on examination giving 
B false account of themaelves, after warning of the 
punishment, 7. Rogues and vagabonds escaping out of 
the house of correction, Ac, or, 8, those who have been 
punished aa roguery and vagabonds, shall oSend again 
as such, are made incorrigibld rogues. 

Now BB to the first of these three divisions, it were to 
be wished, that persons who are found in alehouses, 
nighthouses, Ac, after a certain hour at night, had been 
included ; for many such, though of very suspicious char- 
acters, taken up at privy searches, fall not under any 
of the above descriptions. Some of these I have known 
discharged against whom capital complaints have ap- 
peared when it bath been too late. Why might not the 
justice be entrusted with a power of detaining any sus- 
picious person who could produce no known housekeeper, 
or one of credit, to his character, for three days, within 
which time he might, by means of an advertisement, be 
viewed by numbers who have been lately robbed ? 3ome 
such have been, I know, confined upon an old statute 
as persons of evil fame, with great emolument to the 
public. 

But I come to the second head, namely, of vagabonds ; 
and here I must observe, that wandering is of itself made 
no offence : so that unless such wanderer be either a 
petty chapman, or a beggar or lodger in alehouses, &c., 
he is cot within the act of parliament. 

Now, however useful this excellent law may be in 
the country, it will by no means serve the purpose in 
this town ; ioi, though most of the rogues who infest the 
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public roads and streets, indeed almost all the thieves 
in general, are vagabonds in the true sense of the word, 
being wanderers faom their lawful place of abode, very 
few oi them will be proved vagabonds within the words 
of this act of parliament. These vagabonda do, indeed, 
get their Livelihood by thieving, and not as petty beggars 
or petty chapmen ; and have their lodging not in ale- 
houacB, &c,, bat in private houses, where many of thena 
resort together, and unite in gangs, paying each ^d. per 
night for their beds. 

The following account T have bad from Mr- Welch, 
the high -constable of Holhorn ; and none who know 
that gentleman^ will want any confirmation of the truth 
of it, 

' That ill the pariah of St, Gilea'a there are great num- 
' bers of houses set apart for the reception of idle persons 
' and vagabonds, who have their lodgings there for two- 
' pence a night ; that in the above parish, and in St, 

* George, Bloomabury, one woman alone occupies sev&n 

* of these houses, all properly accommodated with mise- 
' rable beds from the cellar to the garret, for 3uch two- 

* penny lodgers ; that in these beds, several of which are 
' in the same room, men and women, often strangers to 

* each other, lie promiscuously ; the price of a double 
^ bed being no more than three-pence, as an encourage- 
' ment to them to Ue together ; but as these places are 
' thus adapted to whoredom, ao are they no leee provided 
' for drunkennesa, gin being sold in them all at a penny a 
' quartern ; so that the smallest sum of money aervee for 
' intoxication ; that in the execution of search 'Warrants 
' Mr. Welch rarely ^ds less than twenty of these houses 
' open for the receipt of all comers at the latest hours ; 

* that in one of these houses, and that not a large one* he 
' hath numbered fifty-eight persons of both sexes, the 

* stench of whom was so intolerable that it compelled 
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' him in a short time to quit the place/ Nay, T caa^ 
add, what I myself once saw in the parish of Shoreditch, 
where two little houses were emptied of near seventy 
men and women ; amongst whom was one of the pret* 
tieat girls I had ever seen, who had been carried off by 
an Iriehman, to consummate her marriage on her wed- 
ding-night in a room where several others were in bed 
at the same time. 

If one considers the destruction of all morality, de- 
cency, and modesty ; the swearing, whoredom, and drunk- 
enness, which is eternally carrying on in those houses, 
on the one hand, and the excessive poverty and misery 
of most of the inhabitants on the other, it aeems doubt- 
ful whether they are more the objects of detestation or 
compassion ; for such is the poverty of these wretches^ 
that, upon searching all the above number, the money M 
found upon all of them (except the bride, who, as 
I afterwards heard, had robbed her mistress] did not 
amount to one shUling ; and I have been credibly in- 
formedf that a single loaf hath supplied a whole family 
with their provisions for a week. Lastly, if any of these 
miserable creatures fall sick (and it is almost a miracle 
that stench, vermin, and want, should ever suffer them to 
be well) they are turned out in the streets by their merci- 
less host or hostess, where, unless soma parish officer of 
extraordinary charity relieves them, they are sure mise- 
rably to perish, with the addition of hunger and cold to 
their dise^ase. 

This picture, which is taken from the life, will appear 
strange to many ; for the evil here described is, I am 
confident, very little known, especially to those of the 
better sort- Indeed this is the only excuse, and I believe 
the only reason, that it hath been so long tolerated ; foe 
when we consider the number of these wretches, which, 
in the outskirts of the town, amounts to a great 
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thousands,* it is a nuisance which will appear to be big 
with every moral and political mischief. Of these the 
csccasive misery of the wretches themselves, oppressed 
with want, and sunk in every species of debauchery, and 
the loss of so many lives to the public, are obvious and 
immediate consequences. There are some more remote, 
which, however, need not be mentioned to the discerning. 

Among other mischiefs attending this wretched nui- 
sance, the great increase of thieves must necesaarily be 
one. The wonder in fact is that we have not a thou- 
sand more robbers than we have ; indeed, that all these 
wretches are not thieves must give ub either a very 
high idea of their honesty, or a very mean one of their 
capacity and courage. 

Where thee, is the redress ? Is it not fo hinder the 'poor 
from wandering, and this by compelling the parish and 
peace officers to apprehend such wanderers or vaga- 
bonds, and by empowering the magistrate effectually to 
punish and send them to their habitations ? Thus rE we 
cannot discover, or will not encourage any cure for idle- 
ness, we shall at least compel the poor to starve or beg 
at home ; for there it will be impossible for them to steal 
or rob without being presently hanged or transported out 
of the way. 

* Moat oE these are Irish, against the importatloa of whom a severe 
Eaw was made in th<* reign of Honrj VIh and ruauy oi tbo repealed vag- 
rant acts contained a olautic for the same purpose. 
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l\ SECTION VII. 

0/ apprehending the persons of felons. 

I COME now to a third encouragement whicli the thief 
gaiters himself with : viz. in his hopes of escaping from 
being apprehended. 

Nor is this hope without Foundation : how long have 
we known highwaymen reign in this kingdom after they 
have beea publicly known for such ? Have not some of 
these committed robberies in open daylight, in the sight f 
of many people, and have afterward rode solemnly and 
triumphantly through the neighbouring towns without 
any danger or molestation ? This happens to every 
rogue who is become eminent for his audaciousness, and 
is thought to be desperate ; and ia, in a more particular M 
manner, the case of great and numerous gangs, many of 
which have, for a long time, couimitted the mo9t open 
outrages in defiance of the law. Officers of justice have ■ 
owned to me, that they have passed by such with war- 
raot6 in their pockela against them without daring bo 
apprehend them ; and, indeed, they could not be blamed 
for not exposing themselves to ante destruction ; for it is 
a melancholy truth, that, at this very day, a rogue no 
sooner gives the alarm, within certain purlieus, than 
twenty or thirty armed villains are found ready to come 
to his assistance. Hb P | 

On this head the law may seem not to have been very 
defective in its cautions ; Firet^ by vesting not only tho 
officers of justice, but every private man, with authority 
for securing these miscreants, of which authority it may 
be of service to the officers, as well as to the pnblio in 
general, to be more particularly informed. 
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First, by * Weatminster L Persons of evil fame are to 
be imprisoned without bail. By the statute of Win- 
cheater f snapicioua night-walkers are to be arreflted and 
detained by the watch, A statute made in J 5 Edw, III, 
reciting that many manslau^kters, felonies, and robberies, 
had been done in times past, enacts, that if any person 
have an evil suspicion of such offenders, they shall be 
incontinentty arrested by the constable, and shall be de- 
livered to the bailiff of the franchise, ot to the sheriff, 
to be kept in prison till the coming of the justices. The 
34 § Edw. III. gives power to the justices of pecure, 
inter alia^ to enquire of wanderers, and such as will not 
labour, and t-o jLtrest and imprison suspicions persons, 
and to take sureties of the good behaviour of petsonB 
of evil fame, ' to the intent,' says the statute, ' that the 

* people be not by euch rioters, &a, troubled nor en- 

* damaged, nor the peace blemished, nor merchants nor 

* others passing by the highways of the realm diatuibed, 
' nor put in peril by such offenders.' 

Secondly, by the common law every person who hath 
committed a felony may be arrested and secured by any 
private man present at the said fact, though he hath no 
general nor particular authority, i,e. thungh he be no 
officer of justice, nor have any writ or warrant for so 
doing ; and such private man may either deliver the 
felon to the constable, secure him in a gaol, or carry 
him before a magistrate. || And if he refuses to yield, 
those who arrest may justify beating ^ him ; or, in case 
of absolute necessity, killing him,** 

Not is this arrest merely allowed; it is enjoined by 
law, and the omission, without some good excnse, is a 

* Weatm. I- cliap, xv, t WinMrn. cbap. it, 

t 5 Edw. m. chap. nv. S 34 Edw. III. o. i. 

H Hale'B Hiat. F. C. vol, 1. 587, "vol. 11: 77, H Plut. IQ: a. 
•* Hale'sHiBt. 7ol. L68a. 
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misdemeanour piinisha.bl6 by amercement or fine and 
imprisonment,* I 

Again, every private msn may arrest another on sus- 
picion of felony, though he was not present at the fact-f 
But then, if the party arrested should prove innocent, 
two ciroumstancee are neceBsary to justify the arrest* 
lat. A felony must be actually committed; and, 2Edly, 
there must be a reasonable cauae of suspicion j; ; and 
common fame hath been adjudged to be such cause, § 

But ia this latter case my Lord Hale advises the 
private person, if possible, to have recourse to the 
magistrate and obtain his warrant* and the assistance 
of the II constable ; for this arrest is not required by 
law, nor is the party punishable for neglecting it ; and 
should the person arrested, or endeavoured to be 
arrested, prove innocent, the party arresting him, &c. 
will, in a great measure, be answerable for the ill con- 
sequence ; which, if it be the death of the innocent 
person occasioned by force or resistance, this will, at 
least, be man-elaughter ; and if the other should be 
killed in the attempt, this likewise will amount to man^ 
slaughter oaly.Tf 

Again, any private person may justify arresting K 
felon pursued by hue and cry. This, as the word im- 
ports, 18 a public alarm raised all over the country* in 
which the constable is first to search his own vill or 
division, and then to raise all the neighbouring villa 
about, who are to pursue the felon with horse and ** foot. 
And this hue and cry may either be after a person 
certain, or on a robbery committed where the person 



I 



• Hale. vol. I. 5SS. vol, 11, 76. 77- 
t Lamb. 1- ii- c- 3- Dalt, 403. Hale'sHiHt. vol T. 5^?- 3HeD- VTI.c-L' 
t Hak'a Hist. voL II. 80. § Dolt, 407. 5 H. VII. i, 5. 

II H&le^a Hist. vol. 11. 76: ^ Hale's Hkt. vol II. 82—3—4. 
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is not known ; and in the latter case those who pursue 
it may take auch persons as they have probable cause 
to suspect,* Tftgranta, &c. 

This method of pursuit lies at the common law, and 
is mentioned by Bractor ; f and it is enforced by many 
statutes, as by | Westm, 1. 'All are to be ready at 
' the summons of the sheriff, and at the cry of the 

* county, to arreat felons as well within franchiaea as 

* without,' By 4 Edw- 1- ' Hue and cry is ordered to 

* be levied for all murders, burglaries, men slain, or in 

* peril to be slain, and all are to follow it/ And, lastly, 
the statute of Winton enacts aa we have seen before. 

And this pursuit may be raised, 1. By a private 
persoD. 2- By the country without an officer. 3, By 
an officer without a warrant. 4, By the warrant of 
a magistrate. And this last, if it can be obtained, is 
the safest way ; for then all who assist are enabled by 
the statutes 7 and 21 Jac. to plead the general issue, § 

The common law so strictly enjoined this pursuit, 
that if any defect in raising it lay in the lord of the 
franchise, the franchise should be seized into the king's 
hands; and, if the neglect lay in the bailiff, he should 
have a heavy fine, and a year's imprisonment, or suffer 
two years' imprisonment without a fine. || And now, 
by a very late ^ statute, ' If any constable, headborough, 
' &c., of the hundred where any robberies shall happen, 
' shall refuse or neglect to make hue and cry after the 
' felons with the utmost expedition, as soon as he shall 
' receive notice thereof, he shall, for every such refusal 

* and neglect, forfeit 5/., half to the king and half to 
' the informer/ 

Now hue and cry is of three different kinds : L 

• Hale's Hiat. vol. IL 192. t ^^^ »iJ- <^' »- 

t Cap. ix. g Hale'ti Hiat. vol. I. 405. vol, U, 99, 100. 

II Fleta, L i. o. 34. ad Init. 11 8 Geo. II. c. 16, 
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Agaiast a person certain by name. 2. Against a person 
certain by description. 3. On a robbery, burglary, &c., 
where the person is neither known nor capable of being 
described. 

When a hue and cry ia raised, every private man is 
not only ]usti6ed in pursuin^^, but may be obliged, by 
command of the coaatable, to pursue the felon, and ia 
punishable, if he disobey, by hne and impriaonment.* 
And in this case, whether a Felony was committed or 
not, or whether the person arrested (provided he be 
the person named or described by the hue and cry) be 
guilty or innocent, or of evil or good fame, the arrest 
ia lawful and justifiable, and he who raised the hue 
and cry is alone to answer for the justice of it,f 

In this pursuit likewise the cunstable may search sua- 
pacted houses, if the doors be open ; but breaking the 
door will not be justi&abie. unless the felon be actually 
in the house ; nor even then, unleaa admittance hath 
been first demanded and denied. J And what the con- 
stable may do himself will be justifiable by any other 
in his assistance, at least, by his command. § Indeed 
a private person may justify the arrest of an offender 
by the command of a peace-oflicer ; for he is bound 
to bd aiding and aseisting to such officer, ia punishable 
for hia refusal, and is consequently under the protection 
of the law, [| 

Lastly, a private person may arrest a felon by virtue 
of & warrant directed to him ; for though he is not 
bound to execute such warrant, yet if be doth, it is good 
and justifiable. ^ 
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* Hflle'fl Hiet. vol. t 58. vol. U. 10*. 

t 29 Ed, ni. 39. 35 Hen. IV. PI. 24. Hflle^B Hiat. vol U. 101—2, 
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Thirdly, officers ot public justice may justify the 

arrest of a felon by virtue of their oflSce, without any 
warrant. Whatever therefore a private person may do 
as above will certainly be juatiflable tn them. 

And, aa the arresting felons, Ac, is more particularly 
their duty, and their fine will be heavier for the neglect, 
so will their protection by the law be the greater ; for 
if, in arresting those that are probabti/ suspected^ the 
constable should be killed* it ia murder ; on the other 
hand, if persons pursued by these officers for felony, or 
jusiijfobh suspicion thereof, shall resist or fly from them ; 
on being apprehended shall rescue themselves, resist, or 
fly ; BO that they cannot othermse be apprehended or re- 
apprehended, and are 0/ necessirij slain, it ia no felony 
in the officers, or in their assistants, though possibly the 
parties killed are innocent ; for, by resisting the king's 
authority in his officers, they draw their own blood on 
themselves,* 

Again, to take a felon or suspected felon, the constable 
without any warrant may break open the door. But to 
justify this he roust shew ; 1, That the felon, &c, was in 
the house. 2. That his entry was denied. 3. That it was 
denied after demand and notice that he was constable.! 

Lastly, a felon may be apprehended by virtue of a 
warrant issuing from a magistrate lawfully authorised; 
in the execution of which the officer hath the same power, 
and will, at leasts have the same protection by law as in 
the arrest virtule officii. And this warrant, if it be epe- 
cially directed to him, the constable may execute in aay 
part within the jurisdiction of the magistrate ; but he is 
only obliged to execute it within the division for which 
he ifi oonstable, &o. 



•Dalt*09. l3Edw.IV.44 9.5t<»92. Halc^aHbt. vol.II.86, 90,9h 
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In the execution of a warrant for felony ths officer may 
break open the doors of the fcloo, or of any person where 
he is conceiiled ; and the breaking the doors of the felon 
is lawful at all events, but in breaking those of a stranger 
the officer acts at his peril ; for he will be a trespasser if 
the felon should not be there,* 

Guch are the powers which the law gives for the appre- 
hending felons (for as to the particular power of sherilb 
and coroners, and the process of superior courts, they may 
well be passed by in this place). Again, these powers 
we see are enforced with penalties ; eo that not only 
every officer of justice, but every private person, ia 
obliged to arrest a known felon, and may be punished 
for the omissioL. 

Nor does the law stop here. The apprehending such 
felons is not only authorised and enjoined, but even en- 
couraged, with impunity to persona guilty themaetves of 
felony, and with regard to others. 

By Z and 4 of fWilliam and Mary, persona guilty of 
robbery in the highway, fields, &c., who, being out of 
prison, shall discover any two offenders to be convicted 
of such robbery, are entitled to his majesty's pardon of 
BUch robberies, &c.j as they shall have then committed. 

By 10 and 11 of JWilliam IIL, this is extended to 
burglary, and such felonies as are mentioned in the act. 

By the same act all persons who shall apprehend a 
felon for privately stealing goods to the value of 6s. out 
of shop, warehouse, coach-house, or stable, by night or 
by day (provided the felon be convicted thereof) shall be 
entitled to a certificate, which may be assigned once, dia- 
charging such apprehender or his assignee from all paro- 
chial offices in the pariah or ward where such felony was 

• Hale's Hiat. vol. L 582. vol 11, 117, C Co. 91, b: 

t Chap, viiii } Cbap. ^gxiii_ 
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committed. This certificate is to be enrolled by the clerk 
of the peace, and cannot be assigned after it hath been 
used. 

If any man be killed by auch housebreaker, &c», in the 
attempt to apprehend him, his executors or administratora 
shall be entitled to such certificate. 

By the 3 and 4 of *W. and M. whoever ehall appre- 
hend and prosecute to conviction any robber on the high- 
way, ehaC receive of the sheriff 40?. within a month after 
the conviction, for every offender ; and in case of the 
death or removal of the aheriff, the money to be paid 
by the succeeding sheriff within a month after the demand 
and certificate brought. The sheriff on default forfeits 
double his sum, to be recovered of him by the party, his 
executors, &c. 

And if the person be killed in this attempt by any 
such robber, the executors of such person, &c,, are en- 
titled to the reward, under the like penaltj'. 

Again, by the same act, the horse, furniture, arms, 
money, or other goods, taken with such highwaymen, 
are given to the apprehender who shall prosecute to con- 
viction, notwithstanding the right or title of his majesty, 
any body politic or lord of franchise, or of those who lent 
or let the same to hire to auch robber, with a saving only 
of the right of such persons from whom auch horsea, &c., 
were felooiously taken. 

By a statute of Queen Anne the 40^ reward is extended 
to burglary and housebreaking. 

But though the law aeema to have been sufficiently 
provident on this head, there is atiU great difficulty in 
carrying its purpose into execution, arising from the 
following causes, 

1st, With regard to private persons, there ia no country, 

* Chap. viii. u&i" tupra. 
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1 believe, in the world where that vulgar maxim ao 
generally prevails, that what is the busiDeas of every maa 
is the buainesa of no man ; and for this plain reason, that 
there k no country in which lesa honour is g&iaed by 
eerviog the public. He therefore who commits no crime 
against the public is very well satisfied with his own 
virtue ; Ear from thinkiag himself obliged to undergo any 
labour, expend any money, or encoimter any danger, on 
such account. 

2ndly, The people are not entirely without excuse from 
their ignorance of the law ; for so far is the power of ap- 
prehending felons, which I have above set forth, from 
being universally known, that many of the peace-officers 
themaelvefl do not know that they have any such power, 
and often, from ignorance, refuse to arrest a known felon 
till they are authonaed by a warrant from a justice of 
peace. Much less then c^n the compidaory part to the 
private persons carry any terror of a penalty of which 
the generahty of niaukind are totally ignorant ; and of 
intiictLng which they see no example. 

3rdly^ So far are men from being animated with the 
hopes of public praise to apprehend a felon, that they 
are even discouraged by the fear of shame. The person 
of the informer is in fact more odioua than that of the 
felon himself ; and the thief-catcher is in danger of worse 
treatment from the populace than the tliief. 

Lastly, as to the reward, I am afraid that the intention 
of the legislature is very little answered* For, not to 
mention that the prosecutor's title to it is too often de- 
feated by the foolish lenity of juries, who, by acquitting 
the prisoner of the burglary, and finding him guilty of 
the simple felony only, or by finding the goods to be lees 
than the value of 5a., both often directly contrary to 
evidence, take the case entirely out of the act of parlia- 
ment ; and sometimes even when the felon is propGrly 
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convicted, I have been told that the money doea not come 
so easily aad fully to the pocketa of those who are en- 
titled to it 00 it oaght> 

With regard to the first and iourth of these objectiona, 
1 choose to be ailent ; to prescribe any cure for the for- 
mer I must enter into diaquiaitiona very foreign to my 
present purpose ; and for the cure of the latter, when I 
consider in whoae power it is to remedy it, a bare hint 
will I doubt not suffice. 

The second objection, namely, the excuse of ignorance, 
1 have here ecdeavoured to remove, by setting forth the 
law at large. 

The third therefore only remamSf and to that I ehall 
speak more fully, ae the opinion on which it id founded 
is of the moat pernicious conflequence to the society ; for 
what avail the best of laws if it be a matter of infamy to 
contribute towards their execution ? The force of this 
opinion may be seen in the following instance : We have 
a law by which every person who drives more than eis 
horses in a waggon forfeits as many horses as are found 
to exceed that number. This law le broken every day, 
and generally with impunity ; for, though many men 
yearly venture and lose their lives by stealing horses, yet 
there are very few who dare seize a horse where the law 
allows and encourages it, when by such a seizure he is to 
acquire the name of an informer, so much worse is this 
appellation in the opinion of the vulgar than that of thief ; 
and 60 much more prevalent is the fear of popular shame 
than of death. 

This absurd opinion seems to have first arisen from the 
statute of 18 * Elizabeth, entitled, An Act to redress Dis- 
orders in common Informers. By this statute it appears, 
that very wicked uses had been made of penal statutes 



Chapn V, 
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by these infonnerB^ who my Lord Coke calls turbidum 
hoitmtum gf.nus ,-" and says, ' That they converted many 
'penal laws which were obsolete, and in time grown im- 
' pOBsible or inconvpnient to be performed, into snares to 
^ vex and intangle the subject/ 

By the statute itself it appears, that it was usual at that 
time among these persons to extort money of ignorant 
and fearful people by the terror of some penal law ; for 
the breach of which the informer either instituted a pro- 
cess, or pretended to institute a process, and then brought 
the timorous party to a composition. 

This offence therefore was by this act made a high 
misdemeanour, and punished with the pillory- 
Now who, that knows any thing of the nature or history 
of mankind, doth not easily perceive here a suffiei^it 
foundation for that odium to all informers which have 
since become so general ; for what is more common than 
from the abuse of anyihing to argue against the use of it, 
or to extend the obloquy from particulars to univereals 1 

For this the common aptitude of men to scandal will 
sufficiently account ; but there ia still another and stronger 
motive in this case, and that ia the interest of all those 
who have broken or who intend to break the laws. Thus 
the general cry being once raised against prosecutors 
on penal laws, the thieves themselves have had the art 
and impudence to join it, and have put their prosecutora 
on the footing of all others ; nay, I must question 
whether, in the acceptation of the vulgar, a thief-eat^er 
be not a more odious and conteniptible name than even 
that of informer. 

Nothing, I am sensible, is more vain than to encounter 
popular opinion with reason ; nor more liable to ridicule 
than to oppose general contempt, and yet I will venture 
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to say, that if to do good to society be laudable, bo is the 
office of a thiel-catcher ; and if to do this good at the 
extreme hazard of your life be honoarable, then ia this 
office honourable. True, it may be said, but he doth this 
with a ^w to a reward. And doth not the soldier and 
the sailor venture his life with the same view ? for who, 
aa a great man lately said, aerves the pubhc for nothing ? 

I know what ia to be my fata in this place, or what 
would happen to one who should endeavour to prove that 
the hangman waa a great and an honourable employ- 
ment. And yet I have read, in Tournefort, of an island 
in the Archipelago where the hangman is the first and 
highest officer in the state. Nay, in this kingdom the 
sheriff himself (who was one of the most considerable 
persons in his county) is in law the hangman, and Mr> 
Ketch is only hia deputy, 

If to bring thievea to justice be a scandalous office, 
what becomes of ail those who are concerned in this 
business, some of whom are rightly thought to be among 
the moBt honourable officers in government ? It on the 
contrary this be, aa it surely is, very truly honourable, 
why should the post of danger in thia warfare alone be 
excluded from all share of hnnoiir ? 

To conclude a matter in which, though serious, I will 
not be too tedious, what was the great Pompey in the 
piratic war ? * what Hercules, Theacua, and the other 
heroes of old, Deorum wt templa recepli — Were they not 
the most eminent of thief catchers ? 



* Cicero, in his Oration pro Lege Mantltd^ caUa tins, if I remember 
rightly, Beitum Turpe ; but epeaka r>£ tke extirpation ot these robbcra 
&a cf the greatest; of all Pompey's eiploita. 




4«a 



CAUSES OF 7 HE 



SECTION VIIL 



Of the difficulties which attend prosecutions. 

I NOW com© to a fourth encouragement wMch greatljr 
holds up the Bpiiit of robbers^ and which they often find 
to afiord no deceitful consolation ; and this ie drawn from 
the remissneaa of prosecutors, who are often, 

h Fearful, and to be intimidated by the threats of the 
gang ; or, 

2. Delicate, and cannot appear in a public court ; or, 
3- Indolent, and will not give themselves the trouble of 
a prosecution ; or, 

4. AvariciouB, and will not undergo the espcnce of it ; 
nay, perhaps, find their account in compounding the 
matter ; or, 

5. Tender-hearted, and cannot take away the life of a 
man ; or, 

Laetly, Necessitoue, and cannot really aSord the coat, 
however small, together with the loss of time which 
attends it. 

The first and second of these are too absurd, and the 
third and fourth too infamous, to be reasoned with. But 
the two last deserve more particular notice, as the fifth is 
an error springing originally out of a good prirciple in 
the mind, and the sixth is a fault in the constitution very 
easily to be remedied. 

With regard to the former of these, it is certain that a 
tender-hearted and compassionate disposition, which in- 
clines men to pity and feel the misfortunes of others, and 
which is, even for its own sake, incapable of involving 
any man in ruin and misery, is of all tempers of mind the 
most amiable ; and though it seldom receives much 
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boBour, is worthy of the highest. The natural energies 
o£ this temper are indeed the verj virtues principally 
inculc&ted in onr exceUent religion ; and thoae who^ be- 
cause they are natural, have denied them the name o! 
virtues seem not, 1 think, to be aware oi the direct and 
impious tendency of a doctrine that denies all merit to a 
mind which is naturally, I may say necessarily good. 

Indeed the passion of love ot benevolence^ whence this 
admirable disposition arises, seems to be the only human 
passion that ia in iteeli simply and absolutely good ; and 
in Plato's commonwealth, or (which is more) in a society 
acting up to the rules of Christianity^ no danger could 
arise from the highest excess of this \Trtue ; nay, the 
more liberally it wae indulged, and the more extensively 
it was expanded, the more would it contribute to the 
honour of the individual^ and to the happiness of the 
whole- 

But, as it hath pleased God to permit human societies 
to be constituted in a different manner, and knaves to 
form a part (a very considerable one I am afraid) of 
every community, who are ever lajring in wait to destroy 
and ensnare the honest part of mankind, and to betray 
them by means of their own goodnesa, it becomes the 
good-natured and tender-hearted man to be watchful over 
his own temper ; to restrain the impetuosity of hie bene- 
volence, carefully to select the objects of this passion, and 
not by too unbounded and indiscriminate an indulgence 
to give the reins to a courser which will infallibly carry 
him into the ambuscade of the enemy. 

Our Saviour himself inculcates this prudence among 
his disciples, telling them, that he sent tktrti forth like 
sheep amon^ wolve-s ; be j/e there/ore, says he, wise as 
serpejitSj btit innoceyU as doves. 

For want of this wisdom a benevolent and tender- 
hearted temper very often betrays men into errors not 
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only hurtful to themaelrea but higtlj prejudicial to 
society. Hence men of invincible courage, and incorrup- 
tible integrity, have sometimes falsified their trust ; and 
thoae whom no other temptation could sway have paid 
too little regard to the sanction of an oath from thia in- 
ducement alone. Hence like^i'iae the mischief which I 
here endeavour to obviate hath often arisen ; and noto- 
rious robbers have lived to perpetrate future acta of 
violence, through the iUjudging tenderness and compas- 
sion of those who could and ought to have prosecuted 
them. 
To such a person I would suggest these considerations : 
First, As he is a good man, be should consider, that 
the principal duty which every man owes is to his 
country, for the safety and good of which all laws 
are established, and therefore hia country requires of 
bim t*> contribute all that in him lies to the due exe- 
cution of thoae laws. Robbery is an offence not only 
against the party robbed but against the public, who 
are therefore entitled to prosecution, and he who pre- 
vents or stifles such prosecution is no longer an innocent 
man, but guilty of a high offence against the public good. 
Secondly, Aa he is a good-natured man, he will behold 
all injuries done by one man to another with indignation, 
'SVhat Cicero says of a pirate is as true of a robber, that 
he is hostis hvmani generis ; and if so I am sure every 
good-natured man must be an enemy to him- To desire 
to save these wolves in society may arise from benevo- 
lence, but it must be the benevolence of a child or a 
fool, who, from want of sufficient reason, mistakes the 
true objects of his passion, as a child doth when a 
bugbear appears to him to be the object of fear. Such 
tender-heartedness is indeed barbarity, and resembles thp 
meek spirit of him who would not assist in blowing up hia 
neighbour's house to save a whole city from the flaiDea. 
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* It ia true/ said a learned cbief-justice,* in a trial for 
treason, ' here is the hfe of a man in the case, but then 

* you (speaking to the jury) must consider likewise the 
' misery and desolation, the blood and confusion, that 
' muBt have happened had this taken effect ; and put one 
' against the other, I believe that consideration which is 
' on behalf of the king will be much the stronger/ Here 
likewise is the hte of a man concerned ; but of what 
man ? Why. of one who^ being too lazy to get his bread 
by labour, or boo voluptuous to content himself with the 
produce of that labour, declares war against the pro- 
perties, and often against the persons, of his fellow - 
subjects; who deprives his countrymen of the pleasure 
ol travelling with safety, and of the liberty of carrying 
their money or their ordinary conveniences with them ; 
by whom the innocent are put in terror, affronted and 
alarmed with threats and execrations, endangered with 
loaded pistols, beat with bludgeons, and hacked with 
cutlaasea, of which the loss of health, of limbs, and 
often of life, is the consequence ; and all this without 
any respect to age, or dignity, or sex. Let the good- 
natured man, who hath any uuderstandiug, place this 
pictiirc before hie eyes, and then see what figure in it 
will be the object of his compassion, 

I corae now to the last difficulty which obstructs the 
prosecution of offenders ; namely, the extreme poverty 
of the prosecutor. This I have known to be so abso- 
lutely the caae^ that the poor wretch who hath been 
bound to prosecute was under more concern than the 
prisoner himself. It is true that the necessary cost on 
these occasions is extremely small ; two shillings, which 
are appointed by act of parliament for drawing the 
indictment, being, I think, the whole which the law 
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requires ; but wheu the expeiiae of attendance^ generally 
with several witnesees, sometimes during several daya 
together, and often at a great distance from the prose- . 
Gutor's home : I say, when these articles are summed up* % 
and the Ioas of time added to the account, the whole 
amouota to an expense which a very poor person, already M 
plundered by the thief, must look on with such horror " 
(if he should not be absolutely incapable of the expense) 
that he must be a miracle of public spirit if he doth ikotfl 
rather choose to conceal the felony, and sit down satisGed 
with his present loss ; but what shall we say when (as is 
very common in this town) he may not only receive his 
own again, but be farther rewarded, ii he will agree to 
compound it ? 

NoWj how very inconsiderable would be the whole 
cost of this suit, either to the country or the nation, if 
the public to whom the justice of peace gives his wholoA 
labour on this head gratis^ was to defray the cost of such ^ 
trial (by a kind of /orimf ■pauperis adniissioo); the sum 
would be so trivial that nothing would be felt but tha 
good consequences arising from such a regulation- 

I shall conclude this head with the words of my Lord 
Hale : 'It is,* says he, 'a great defect in the law, to give 
'courts of justice no power to allow witnesses against 
'criminalB their charges; whereby,' says he, 'many poor 
* persons grow weary of their attendance, or bear tbeit 
' own charges therein, to their great hindiance and loaa.^ 
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SECTION IX- 
Of the trial and conviction of /dons. 

But if, notwithstanding all the rubs whipli we have seen 
to lie in the way, the indictment ia found, and the thief 
brought to his trial, still he hath sufficient hopes of escap- 
ing, either from the caution of the prosecutor's evidence 
or from the hardiness of his own- 
In street- robberies the riiflfieulty of convicting a cri- 
minal is extremely great. The method of discovering 
theee ie generally by meauB of one of the gang, who, 
being taken up perhaps for some other offence, and think- 
ing himself in danger of puniahment, chooses to make hia 
peace at the expense of his companions. 

But when, by means of this infoimation, you are made 
acquainted with the whole gang, and have with great 
trouble, and often with great danger, apprehended ihem, ■ 

how are you to bring them to justice? for though the m 

evidence of the accomplice be ever so positive and ex- 
phcit, nay, even so connected and probable, still, unlese 
it be corroborated by some other evidence, it is not 
fiufBcient, 

Now how ia this corroborating evidence to be obtained 
in this case ? Street-robberies are generally committed 
in the dark, the peraons on whom they are committed are 
often in chairs and coaches, and if on foot the attack ia 
usually begun by knocldng the party down, and for the 
time depriving him of his senses. But if the thief should 
be less barbarous he is seldom so incautious as to omit 
taking every method to prevent his being known, by flap- 
ping the party's hat over his face, and by every other 
method which he can invent to avoid discovery- 
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But indeed any such methods are hardlj necessary ; 
for when we consider the circumatance of darkness, 
mentioned before, the extreme hurry of the action, and 
the terror and conetematioa in which most persons are 
in at 6uch a time, how shall we imagine it possible 
that they should afterwards be able, with any (the 
least) degree of certainty, to swear to the identity of 
the thief, whose countenance is, perhaps, not a littlo 
altered by his subsequent situation, and wlio takes care 
as much aa possible he can, by every alteration of dress, 
and otherwise, to disguise himself ? 

And if the evidence of the accomplice be so unlikely 
to be confirmed by the oath of the prosecutor, what other 
means oE conErmation can be foimd ? for as to his char- M 
acter, if he himself doth not call witnesses to support it 
(which in this instance is not incumbent on him to do), 
you are not at liberty to impeach it : the greatest and 
moBt known villain in England, standing at the bar 
equally rectus in curia with the man of highest estima- 
tion, if they should be both accused of the same crime. 

Unless therefore the robbers should be so unfortunate 
as to be apprehended id the fact (a circimistaace which 
their numbers, arms, &c., renders ordinarily impossible) 
no such corroboration can possibly be had ; but the 
evidence of the accomplice standing alone and unsup- 
ported, the villain, contrary to the opinion, and almost 
direct knowledge of all present, is triumphantly ac- 
quitted, laughs at the court, scorns the law, vows re- 
venge against his prosecutors, and returns to his trade 
with a great increase of confidence, and commonly of 
cruelty. 

In a matter therefore of bo much concern to the 
public I shall be forgiven if 1 venture to offer my 
sentiments. 

The words of my Lord Hale are these : ' Though, a 
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j>articeps critninis be admiaaible as a witness in law, 
* yet the credibility ot his testimony is to be left to the 

jury ; and truly it would be bard to take away the life 
' of any persou upon such a witness that swears to save 

hia own, and yet confeaaeth himself guilty of ao great 
' a crime, unless there be aiao very considerable circum- 
J stances, which may give the greater credit to what hs 
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Here I must observe, that this great man seems rather 
to complain of the hardship of the law, in taking away 
the life of a criminal on the testimony of an accomplice, 
than to deny that the law was so. Thi» indeed he could 
not well do ; for not only the case of an approver, as he 
himself seems to acknowledge, but many later resolutions 
would have contradicted that opinion, 

2ndly, He allows that the credibility of his testimony 
is to be left to the jury ; and so is the credibility of all 
other testimonies. They are absolute judges of the fact ; 
and God forbid that they should in all cases be tied down 
by positive evidence against a prisoner, though it was not 
delivered by an accomplice. 

But surely, if the evidence of an accomplice be not 
sufficient to put the prisoner on his defence, but the jury 
are directed to acquit him, though he can produce no 
evidence on his behalf, either to prove an cdibi or to bis 
character, the credibility of such testimony cannot well 
be said to be left to a jury. This is virtually to reject 
the competency of the witness ; for to say the law allows 
him to be awom, and yet gives no weight to his evidence, 
is, I apprehend, a mere play of words, and conveys no 
idea. 

In the third place, this great man asserts the hardship 
of such conviction,— Now if the evidence of a supposed 

• Halc'aHiatToLLGOC- 
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accomplice should convict a man of fair and honest 
character, it would, I confess, be bard ; and it is & 
hardship of which, I believe, no experience can produce 
any instance. But if, on the other hand, the testimony 
ol an accomplice with every circumstance of probability 
attending it against a vagabond of the vilest character* 
and who can produce no single person to his reputation, 
ia to be absolutely rejcctedj because there is no poflitivc 
proof to support it ; this, I think, is in the highest 
degree hard (T think I have proved how hard) to the 
society. 

I shall not enter here into a disquisition concerning 
the nature of evidence in general ; this being much too 
large a field ; nor shall I examine the utility of thoae 
rules which our law pivscribes ou this head. Some of 
these rules might perhaps be opened a little wider than 
they are without either mischief or inconvenience ; and 
I am the bolder in the assertion as I know a very learned 
judge who concurs with this upinion. There is no branch 
ol the law more bulky» more full of confusion and con- 
tradiction, I had almost said of absurdity, than the law 
oi evidence as it now stands. 

One rule of this law is, that no man interested shall 
be sworn as a witness. By this is meant pecumary 
interest ; but are mankind governed by no other passion 
than avarice ? Is not revenge the sweetest morsel, as a 
divine calls it» which the devil ever dropped into the 
mouth of a sinner ? Are not pride, hatred, and the other 
passions, as powerful tyrants in the mind of man ; and 
is not the interest which these passions propose to them- 
selves by the enjoyment of their object, as prevalent & 
motive to evil as the hope of any pecuniary interest 
whatever ? 

But, to keep more closely to the point — Why shall not 
any credit be given to the evidence of an accomplice ? — 
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My Lord Hale tells us, that he hath been guilty ol a 
great crime : and yet, if he had been convicted and burnt 
in the band, all the authoritiea tell us, that hia credit had 
been restored : a more miraculous jxiwer of fire than any 
which the Royal Society can produce. The same bappeoB 
ii he be pardoned. 

Again* aays Lord Hale, he swears to save his own life. 
This ia not altogether ao ; for when once a felon hath 
impeached hia campamons, and ia admitted an evidence 
against them, whatever be the h\e o£ his evidence, the 
impeacher always goes free. To this, it is true, he hath 
no positive title^ no more hath he, if a single felon be 
convicted on his oath. But the practise is aa I mention, 
and I do not remember any instance to the contrary. 

But what inducement hath the accomphce to perjure 
himself i or what reason can be assigned why he should 
be suspected of it ? That he himself wae one of the 
robbers appears to a demonstration ; that he had arCCom- 
pliees in the robbery is as certain. Why then should he 
be induced to impeach A and B, who are innocent, and 
not C and Dj who aie guilty 7 Must he not think that 
he hath a better chance of convicting the guilty than the 
innocent T Is he not liable, if he gives a false informa- 
tion to be detected in it t One of hia companions may 
be discovered and give a true information, what will then 
become of him and his evidence ? And why should 
he do this ? From a motive of friendship ? Do the 
worst of men carry this passion so much higher than 
is common with the best ? But he must not only run 
the risk of his hfe but of his soul too. The very men- 
tion of this latter risk may appear ridiculous when it is 
considered of what sort of persona 1 am talking, But 
even these persons can scarce he thought so very void 
of understanding as to lose their souls for nothing, and to 
commit the horrid sine of perjury and murder without any 
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temptation, or prospect ol iotereat, nay, even against their 
interest. Such characters are not to be found in bistory, 
nor do they exiat any where but in distempered brains, 
and are always rejected as monsters when they are pro- 
duced in works of fiction ; for Burely we epoii the verse 
rather than the sense by saying, nemo gratia fuU turpis- 
aimus. Under such circumetances, and under the caution 
of a good judge, and the tenderness of an English jury, 
it will be the highest improbability that any man should 
be wrongly convicted ; and utterly impossible to convict 
an honest man : for I intend no more than that such evi- 
dence shall put the prisoner on his defence, and oblige 
him either to controvert the fact by proving an alibi, or 
by some other circumstance ; or to produce some repu- 
table person to his character. And this brings me to 
consider the second fortress of the criminal, in the hardi- 
ness of his own evidence. 

The usual defence of a thief, especially at the Old 
Bailey, is aa alibi ; * to prove this by perjury is a 
common act of Newgate friendship ; and there seldom is 
any difficulty in procuring such witnesses. I remember 
a felon within this twelvemonth to have been proved to 
be in Ireland at the time when the robbery was awom to 
have been done in London, and acquitted ; but he was 
scarce gone from the bar^ when the witness was himself 
arrested for a robbery committed in London, at that 
very time when he swore both he and his friend were 
in Dubhn ; for which robbery, I think, he was tried and 
executed- This kind of defence was in a great measure 
defeated by the late Baron Thompaon, when he was re- 
corder of London, whose memory deserves great honour 
for the services he did the pubhc in that post. 
witnesses should always be examined with the 
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care and strictiiess, by which means the truth (especially 
if there be more witnessea than one to the pretended 
fact) will generally be found out. And as to character, 
though I allow it to have great weight, if opposed to the 
single evidence of an accomplice, it should surely have 
but little where there is good and strong proof of the 
fact ; and none at all unless it comes from the mouths of 
persona who have themaelvea some reputation and credit. 




SECTION X. 



Of the encouragemerd given to robbers by/requmt 
pardons. 

I COME now to the sixth encouragement to felons, from 
the hopes of a pardon, at least with the condition of 
transportation. 

This I am aware ia too tender a subject to speak to. 
To pardon all crimes where the prosecution is in his 
name, ia an undoubted prerogative of the king, I may 
add, it ia his moat amiable prerogative, and that which, 
as Livy observes,* renders kingly government most dear 
to the people : for in a republic there is no such power. 
I may add farther, that it seems to our excellent 
sovereign to be the moat favourite part of his prero- 
gative, ae it is the only one which hath been carried 
to its utmost extent in the present reign. 

Here therefore I beg to direct myself only to those 
persons who are within the reach of his majesty's sacred 
ear. Such persons will, I hope, weigh well what I 

* Dsc< 1. 1 ij. cap. 3. Esae gr&tieo locum, ease beneficio : et iraaci et 
\gao9cen ^o^M {Eegem sciiieet) : inter amicum atqueinimicuQidiacriraen 
noase : leges, rem aurdam, iuexorabilem esse, &c. 
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have said already on the subject of fake compaaflion* 
all which ie apphcable on the present occasion : and 
Bince our king (as was with less truth said of auother*) 
4s of ail jnen the truest imnge of his Mak^ in merctft I 
hope too much good-nature will transport no nobteman 
eo far as it did once a clergyman in Scotland, who in the 
fervour of hia benevolence prayed to God that he would 
graciously be pleased to pardon the poor deviL 

To speak out fairly and honestly,t though mercy may 
appear more amiable in a magistrate, severity is a more 
wholesome virtue ; nay, severity to an individual may, 
perhaps, be in the end the greatest mercy, not only to 
the public in general, tor the reason given above, but to 
many individuals for the reasons to be presently assigned. 

To consider a human being in the dread of a sudden 
and violent death : to consider that hia life or death 
depend on your will ; to reject the arguments which a 
good mind will officioualy advance to itself ; that violent 
temptations, necessity, youth, inadvertency, have hurried 
him to the commission of a crime which hath be<n 
attended with no inhumanity ; to resist the impor* 
tunities, cries, and tears^ of a tender wife, and affec- 
tionate children, who, though innocent, are to be 
reduced to misery and ruin by a strict adherence to 
justice: — these altogether farm an object which who- 
ever can look upon without emotion must have a verj- 
bad mind ; and whoever, by the force of reason, can 
conquer that emotion must have a very strong one. 

And what can reason suggest on this occasion ? First, 
that by saving this individual I shall bring many others 
into the same dreadful situation* That the passions of 
the man are to give way to the principles of the magis- 
trate. Those may lament the criminal, but these must 
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condemn liini. It was nobly aaid by Bias to one who 
admired at hia shedding tears while he passed sentence of 
death, ' Nature exacts my tenderness^ but the law my 
' rigour,' The eider Brutus * is a worthy pattern o£ 
this maxim ; an example, saya Machiavel, moat worthy 
oi being transmitted to poeterity. And DionysiuB Hali- 
carna38U3 f <^^^ it a great mid wonderful action^ of which 
the Romans were proud in the inosl exfraordinarj/ degree. 
Whoever derives it therefore from the want of humane 
and paternal affections is unjust ; no instances of his 
inhumanity are recorded, ' But the severity,* says 
Machiavel, * was not only profitable but necessary ' — 
and why ? Because a single pardon granted ex mera 
graiid et J'avore^ is a link broken in the chain of justice, 
and takes away the concatenation and streng;th of the 
whole. The danger and certainty of destruction are 
very different objects, and strike the mind with different 
degrees of force. It ia of the veiy nature of hope to be 
sanguine, and it will derive more encouragement from 
one pardon than diffidence from twenty executions. 

It ie finely observed by Thucydides, J ' That though 
' civil societies have allotted the punishment of death to 
* raaoy crimea, and to some of the inferior sort, yet hope 
' inspires meu to face the danger ; and no man ever came 
' to a dreadful end who had not a hvely expectation of 
' 6urvi>Tng his wicked machinations,' — Nothing certainly 
can more contribute to the raising of this hope than 
repeated examples of ill-grounded clemency ; for, as 
Seneca says, ex dementiti omnes idem 3j>€rant.^ 



* He put hie two sons to death for conflpinng witb Tftrqain. Neither 
lAvy nor Dionysius gi\«s aay character of cruelty to Bfutus ; indead the 
latter tella us, that ht wtu tfujimbr to oil those yasBvma which *ii3tnTb 

■f Page 272, edit. Hudson. X P- J'^*f ^^^^^ Hudson. 

* £ De ClementtA, lib. i, c. L 
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Now what ia the principal end of all pimishmeat ? ia it 
not, ae Lord Hale • expresses it, * To deter men from the 
' breach of laws, ao that they may not offend, and so not 
* suffer at all ? And b not the inflicting of punishment 
' more for escatnple, and to prevent evil, than to punish ? ' 
And therefore* aaya he, presently afterwardfl, ' Death 
' itself is necessary to be annexed to laws in many 
'cases by the prudence of lawgivers, though possibly 
' beyond the single merit of the offence simply con- 
'sidered.' No man indeed of common humanity or 
common sense can think the life of a man and a few 
sbjllinga to be of an equal consideration, or that the 
law in punishing theft with death proceeds (as perhaps 
a private person sometimes may) with any view to 
vengeance. The terror of the example is the only 
thing proposed, and one man is sacrificed to the pre- 
servation of thousands. 

If therefore the terror of this example ia removed (Ofl 
it certainly ia by frequent pardons) the design of the law 
is rendered totally ineffectual ; the lives of the persons 
executed are thrown away, and sacrificed rather to the 
vengeance than to the good of the public, which receives 
no other advantage than by getting rid of a thief, whose 
place will immediately be supplied by another. Here 
then we may cry out with the poet : f 
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Parcendi rabies- 
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This I am confident may be asserted, that pardons 
have brought many more men to the gallows than they 
have saved from it. So true is that sentiment of 
Machiavel, that examples of justice are more merciful 
than the unbounded exercise of pity,f 

* Hale'a HUt vol_ I, p. 13. f Claudun: J ^^ ^» Prince- 
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SECTION SI, 
Of the manner of execution. 

But H every tope which I have meutioaed fails the 
thiel : \i he should be discovered, apprehended, prose- 
cuted, convicted, and refused a pardon ; what is his 
situation then ? Surely moat gloomy and dreadful, 
without any hope and without any comfort.. This ia, 
perhaps, the case with the less practised, less spirited^ 
and lesB dangerous rogues ; bnt with those of a different 
constitution it ia far otherwise. No hero sees death as 
the alternative which may attend his undertaking with 
less terror, nor meets it in the field with more Imaginary 
glory. Pride, which is commonly the uppermost passion 
in both, is in both treated with equal satisfaction. The 
day appointed by law for the thief's shame is the day 
of glory in hia own opinion. Hw procession to Tyburn, 
and his last moments there, are all triumphant ; attended 
with the compassion of the meek and tender-hearted, 
and with the applause, admiration, and envy, of all the 
bold and hardened. His behaviour in Ms present con- 
dition^ not the crimes, how atrociona soever, which 
brought him to it, are the subject of contemplation. 
And if be hath sense enough to temper his boldness 
with any degree of decency, his death is spoken of by 
many with honour, by most with pity, and by all with 
approbation. 

How far auch an example is from being an object of 
terror, especially to those for whose use it is principally 
intended, I leave to the consideration of every rational 
man ; whether such examples as 1 have described are 



proper to be exhibited muet be submitted to oar supe- 
riora- 

Tte great cause of thia evil is the frequency of exe- 
cutiona : the knowledge of human nature will prove this 
from reason ; and the different effects which executions 
produce in the minds of the spectators in the country, 
where they arc rare, and in London^ where they are 
oommon, will convince us by experience. The thief w^ho 
IB hanged to-day hath learned his intrepidity from the 
example of bis hanged predece-ssors. as others are now 
taught to despise death, and to bear it hereafter with 
boldness, from what they see to-day. 

One way of preventing the frequency of executions la 
by removing the evil I am complaining of : for tbis effe<^t 
in time becomes a cause ; and greatly increases that very 
evil from which it first arose* The design of those who 
first appointed executions to be public, was to add the 
punishment of shame to that of death ; in order to make 
the example an object of greater terror. But experience 
has shewn us that the event is directly contrary to this 
intention- Indeed, a competent knowledge of human 
nature might have foreseen the consequence. To unite 
the ideas of death and shame ia not so easy as may be 
imagined ; all ideas of the latter being absorbed by the 
former. To prove thia, I will appeal to any man who 
hath seen an execution, or a procession to an execution ; 
let him tell me, when he hath beheld a poor wretch, 
bound in a cart, just on the verge of eternity, all pale 
and trembling with his approaching fate, whether the 
idea of shame hath ever intruded on his mind ? much 
less will the bold daring rogue, who glories in his present 
condition, inspire the beholder with any such sensation. 

The difficulty here will be easily explained, if we have 
recourse to the poets (for the good poet and the good 
politician do not differ eo much as some who toiow 
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nothing of either art affirm, nor would Homer or Milton 
have iiiad6 the worst legislators of their times) the great 
business is to raise terror ; and the poet will tell you 
that admiration, or pity, or both, are very apt to attend 
whatever is the object of terror in the human mind» 
That is very useful to the poet» but very hurtful ou the 
present occasion to the politician, whose art is to be here 
employed to raise an object of terror, and at the same 
time, as much as possible, to strip it of all pity and all 
admiration. 

To effect this, it seems that the execution should be as 
aoon as possible after the commission and conviction of 
the dime ; for if this be of an atrocious kind, the resent- 
ment of mankind being warm, would p\ir&uc the criminal 
to hia last end, and all pity for the odender would ba 
lost in detestation of the offence. Whereas, when exe- 
cutions are delayed so long as they sometimes are, thd 
punishment and cot the crime is considered ; and no gctod 
mind can avoid compassionating a set of wretches who 
are put to death we know not why, unless, as it almost 
appears, to make a holiday for, and to entertain, the 
mob. 

Secondly. It should be in some degree private. And 
here the poets will again assist us< Foreigners have 
found fault with the cruelty of the EngUah drama, in 
representing frequent murders upon the stage. In fact, 
this is not only cruel hut liighly injiidictoua : a murder 
behind the scenes, if the poet knows how to manage it, 
will affect the audience with greater terror than if it waa 
acted before their eyes. Of this wc have an instance 
in the murder of the king in Macbeth, at which, when 
Garrick acts the part, it is scarce an hyperbole to eay 
I have seen the hair of an audience stand on end- 
Terror hath, I believe, been carried higher by this single 
instance than by all the blood which hath been spilt on 
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the stage. — To the poets I may add the priests, whose 
politica have never been doubted. Those of Egypt in 
particular, where the sacred myateriea were first deviaed* 
well knew the use of biding from the eyes of the vulgar 
what they intended should inspire them with the greatest M 
awe and dread. The mind of man is so much more 
capable of magnify log than his eye, that I questioo 
whether every object is cot lessened by being looked 
upon : and this more especially when the passions are 
concerned ; for these are ever apt to fancy much more 
satisfaction in those objects which they affect, and much 
more of mischief in those which they abhor, than are 
really to be foond in either. 

If executions therefore were so contrived that few 
could be present at them, they would be much more 
shocking and terrible to the crowd without doors than 
at present, ae well as much more dreadful to the criminals 
thcmselvee, who would thus die in the presence only of 
their enemies ; and where the boldest of them would find 
no cordi:il to keep up his spirits, nor any breath to flatter 
his ambition. 

Srdly, The execution should be in the highest degree 
solemn. It is not the essence of the thing itself, but the 
dress and apparatus of it, which make an impression on 
the mind, especially on the minds of the multitude, to 
whom beauty in rags ie never desirable, nor deformity in 
embroidery a disagreeable objectp 

Montaigne, who of all men, except Aristotle, seems 
best to have ondexstood human nature, enquiring into 
the causes why death appears more terrible to the better 
sort of people than to the meaner, eKpresBOS himself 
thus : ' I do verily believe, that it is those terrible cere- 
' monies and preparations wherewith we set it out that 
' more terrify Ufi than the thing itself ; a new and con- 
' trary way of living, the cries oE mothers, wives, Eind 
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' chiltlren, the visits of astonished and afflicted friends, 
'the att(3ndaiice oE pale and blubbered servants^ a dark 
' room set round with burninff tapers, our beds environed 
'with physicians and divines, in fine, nothing but ghafit- 
' linesa and horror round about us, render it so forniid- 
^ able that & man almost fancie.B himself dead and buried 
' already/* 

* If the image of death/ Bays the same author, ' was to 
' appear thus dreadful to an army they would be an army 

* of whining milksops ; and where is the difference but in 
'the apparatus? Thus in the field (I may add at the 
' gallows) what is encountered with gaiety and unconcern, 

* in a aick bed becomes the most dreadful of all objects,' 

In Holland the executions (which are very rare) are 
incredibly solemn. They are performed in the area 
before the stadthouse, and attended by all the magistrates. 
The eSect of this solemnity is inconceivable to those who 
have not obsenxd it in others or felt it in themselves ; 
and to this perhaps, more than to any other cause, the 
rareness of executions in that country is owing. 

Now the following methiwl which I shall venture to 
prescribe, as it would include all the three particulars 
of celerity, privacy, and solemnity, ao would it, I think* 
effectually remove all the evils complained of, and 
which at present attend the manner of inflicting capital 
punishment. 

Suppose then that the court at the Old Bailey was, at 
the end of the trials, to be adjourned during four days ; 
that against the adjoumment day a gallows was erected 
in the area before the court; that the criminals wi?re all 
brought down on that day to receive sentence ; and that 
this was executed the very moment after it was pro- 
nounced, in the sight and presence of the judges, 

• Montaigne, Eaaay 19, 
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Nothing can, I tUnk, be imagined (not even torture, 
which I am an enemy to the very thought of admitting) 
more tGirible than such an execution ; and I leave it to 
any man to resolve himself upon reficction, whether such 
a day at the Old Bailey ot a holiday at Tyburn would 
make the strongest impression on the tnJrds of every 
one. 

Thus I have, as well a3 I am able, finished the task 
which I proposed : have endeavoured to trace the evil 
from the very fountain -head, and to shew whence it 
originally springs, as well as all the supplies it receives, 
till it becomes a torrent, which at present threatens to 
bear down all before it. 

And here I must again observe, that if the former part 
of this treatise aliould raise any attention in the legisla- 
ture» eo aa effectually to put a atop to the luxury of the 
lower people, to force the poor to industry, and to pro- 
vide for them when industrious^ the latter part of ray 
labour would be of very little use ; and indeed all the 
pains which can be taken in this latter part, and all the 
remedies which can be devised, without applying a cure 
to the former, will be only of the palliative kind, which 
may patch up the disease, and lessen the bad effecta^ but 
never can totally remove it. 

Nor, in plain truth, will the utmost severity to offenders 
be juBtifiabie unless we take every poasiblc method of 
preventing the offence. Nemo ad aupplicia exigenda 
provenit, nisi qui remedia con&umpait, aays Seneca,* where 
he represents the governors of kingdoms in the amiable 
light of parents. The subject as well as the child should 
be left without excuse before he is punished ; for in that 
case alone the rod becomes the hand either of the 
or the magistrate. 



• De Clementia, lib, ii. Frsfim. 
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All temptations tlicrelore are to be carefully moved 
out of the -way ', much leas ia the plea of necessity to 
be left in the moiith of any- This plea of necessity ia 
never admitted in onr law ; but the reason o£ that ia, 
says Lord Hale, because it is so difficult to discover the 
truth. Indeed that it ia not always certainly false ia 
a. sufficient scandal to our polity ; for what can be more 
shocking than to see an industrious poor creature, who 
is able and willing to labour^ forced by mere want into 
dishonesty, and that in a nation of such trade and 
opulence ? 

Upon the whole something should be, nay, must be 
done, or much worse consequences than have hitherto 
happened are very soon to be apprehended, Nay, as the 
matter now stands, not only care for the public safety, 
but common humanity, exacts our concern on this occa- 
sion ; for that many cart-loads of our fellow -creatujea 
are once in six weeks carried to slaughter is a dreadful 
consideration ; and this is greatly heightened by re- 
flecting, that, with proper care and proper regulations, 
much the greater part of these wretches might have 
been made not only happy in themselveSj but very useful 
members oF the society, which they now so greatly dis- 
honour in the sight of all Christendom- 



THE END, 
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